“FALSELY ACCUSED”
TEXT:  2 Corinthians 2:12-20

INTRO.:  A.  Have you ever been falsely accused?  You knew in your heart that what was being said was not so, but there was no way either to get your side out, or to prove that the accusers were wrong.  People sometimes make up their minds in spite of any evidence you may have to the contrary.  What should a believer do?  
Matthew 5:11-12
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.


         B.  While the above Scripture is true, this does not mean that you simply ignore the unjust accusations or criticism.  It is O.K. to defend yourself.  That is what Paul does here.  He has been accused of several things unjustly.  1) That he had promised to visit with them & deliberately backed out on his promise.  2)  That he had said one thing on one occasion and another at a different time.  In our text he launches a strong defense of himself on both counts…
I.  A CLEAR CONSCIENCE:  V.12-14

A.  Simplicity:  (Transparency)  v.12



1.  There is nothing as satisfying as a clear & clean conscience of offense towards God and others.

         2.  Paul speaks of both with the words “simplicity and godly sincerity.”

ILLUS.:  When you have a clear & clean conscience you can live in total transparency.  You never have to be concerned about anyone finding out anything against you.  There are no skeletons in your spiritual closet to be discovered!   
                Paul also mentions that this was not some cleverly concocted scheme, but a way of life for him. v.12b


B.  Consistency:  (Faithfulness)  v.13,14


1.  He says that he doesn’t write one thing and live another.

        2.  He not only talks right, but walks right.

        3.  This is in spite of the fact that some in Corinth refused to believe this.  (“in part…”)




a.  He takes this opportunity to remind them of their past association.  V.14

            b.  He also speaks of their future together “in the day of the Lord Jesus” – that Blessed Hope of every believer, when there will be no differences to separate us.

II.  A SETTLED CONFIDENCE:  V.15-17A

A.  Not Fickle In His Purposes:  v.15,16



1.  He had a settled purpose to stop over at Corinth on his way to Macedonia, but things had not worked out.

         2.  This was not intentional, but circumstantial.

         3.  He wanted to be a blessing once again to them.  “…a second benefit”  v.15b

ILLUS.:  The sticky issue of the church disciplinary action he had decreed in his previous letter was still apparently sticking in the craw of some in the church.  His language was very strong in 1 Cor. 5 and he had accused the church of not only not dealing with the problem of fornication, but “glorying” in the sin.  This kind of plainness of speech and directness in dealing with public sin is never popular.  Some were now saying that he had deliberately failed to show up the second time to avoid an unpleasant confrontation.

B.  Not False In His Promises:  v.17a



1.  He says that his decision was not lightly considered, but circumstances, not or a failure to keep a promise, was the reason he didn’t come the 2nd time.

        2.  He says also that this was not a decision based on some carnal or fleshly consideration, but simply common sense and the will of God.

ILLUS.:  It isn’t that the will of God changes, but circumstances do & what appears to be God’s will in one time frame can be altered by circumstances over which we have no control, but over which God alone is in ultimately in control.

                 Tracey & Dave Wurst were married in the will of God and had children together.  Then Tracey came down with a fatal cancer.  Was it that they should never have married or had children together or that the circumstances changed?  Obviously the latter.  They fulfilled the will of God to the extent possible.  The rest was in God’s hands.  Only the Lord knows the final conclusion of the whole matter as Dave continues his life and the children grow up…

III.  A STABLE CONVICTION:  v.17b-20

A.  Stability In Character:  v.17b



1.  He declares that he is not one of those Christians who are double-minded.

         2.  He doesn’t affirm one thing one day & disavow that same thing the next.

ILLUS.:  If you will check my messages in the past 40 years of ministry you will find a consistency overall.

I am not preaching any doctrine contrary to what I preached 5 years, 10 or 40 years ago.  I have not turned aside to get involved in politics (though I came close), issues (always a temptation), or weird speculations (“some new thing” – the Athenian syndrome).
Acts 17:21
(For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)

         3.  He is absolutely denying any instability or fickleness due to weakness of character.


B.  Stability In Position:  v.18-19



1.  Paul says that his conduct is always regulated by His doctrine & His convictions based on the consistency and character of the Savior.

         2.  He says that just as Christ is consistent and His Gospel is consistent, so is Paul’s word consistent.
ILLUS.:  The force & strength of Paul’s arguments here and the repetition he uses, gives a hint at the seriousness of the accusations leveled against him.  Paul knows that if this were allowed to go unchecked, others would be influenced and his power in the ministry diminished.  So he refuses to back down and goes to great lengths to defend himself.  He doesn’t use carnal, but spiritual arguments.  


C.  Stability In Christ:  v.20


1.   All the promises of God in Christ are “yea” i.e., true;  and they are “amen” .e., faithfully fulfilled.

        2.   Paul shows here that circumstances cannot change the Person or ministry or promises of Christ; they, as He, are immutable.

CONCL.:  Circumstances should not change the Christian’s character or doctrine either. If temptation to steal presents itself, our character should prevent us from stealing.  If a loved one is taken, our doctrine should not change and our faithfulness should not waver.  
               Circumstances may possible change our humanly devised plans, even when they appear to be in the will of God.  For example, I was supposed to go to WCBC last year and also to Pastor Hummel’s church for a Bible Conference to preach, but I landed in the hospital with open-heart surgery instead.  This did not reflect on my character or on the will of God.  It was simply a part of the changing world in which we live.  But thank the Lord Jesus Christ is the “same yesterday, today & forever.” 
