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"HOW'S YO`UR SPIRIT?"

Prov. 20:27
The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of 

the belly. 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. "HOW'S YOUR SPIRIT?"  Perhaps we ought to ask that question rather than "HOW ARE YOU?"  It is basically the same thing.  God says that our spirit is who or what we really are.  The spirit is the invisible, internal part of man that determines how he will react to situations and people.  

A man's spirit may be happy, sad, melancholy, morose, steadfast, meek, bold, etc.

B. A man's spirit reflects his spiritual state as well.  That is why the question "HOW'S YOUR SPIRIT?" in the message title.  Sometimes we refer to the "attitude" when it is really the spirit of the man we should be interested in.

TRANSITION:


Today we say "He has an attitude!"  We are speaking of the person's spirit...how he responds to people and circumstances.  God has much to say about a person's spirit...

I.  
A SWEET SPIRIT:

Ps. 34:18
The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be 

of a contrite spirit. 

    A. 

A Contrite Spirit:

       1. 
A contrite spirit is the opposite of a proud spirit.

       2. 
The word contrite literally means to crouch low or to be broken.

NOTE:
When a person is first saved he has a genuinely contrite or happy spirit because 

his rebellion against God has ceased.  His pride is gone.

       3. 
The person with a contrite or sweet spirit is closest to the Lord.

    B. 
An Excellent Spirit:

Prov. 17:27
He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of 

an excellent spirit. 

       1. 
Here is a teachable spirit.

  2. 
It is a pleasure being around a person with a sweet, teachable spirit.

II. 
A BROKEN SPIRIT:

    A. 
Positive:

Ps. 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 

thou wilt not despise. 

       1. 
When God breaks our spirit, the Lord is pleased.

       2. 
Humility will keep us from getting a haughty spirit.

Prov.16:18
Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

    B. 
Negative:

Prov. 15:13
A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the 

spirit is broken. 

       1. 
What is on the inside will show itself on the outside.

       2. 
When a spirit is broken the "cheerful countenance" disappears.

NOTE:


It happens all the time.  A person, who had a positive, sweet, cheerful spirit, grows sour over some problem or circumstance or person.  You see the facial expression go from joy to gloom.  He has a broken spirit.

Prov. 17:22
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the 

bones. 

  3.
Here again the striking contrast between a merry heart and a broken spirit is 

given...this time with dire consequences.

      4. 
Physical and spiritual health are related; our inner man reacts with our outer man.

ILLUSTRATION: 

We know that many diseases are related to attitudes.  Worry and anxiety bring about physical maladies, e.g. ulcers, heart problems, high blood pressure, and possibly even cancer.  This is the only place "medicine" is used in the Bible and it is related to a person's spirit, not his body!  Joy and sweetness inside can cure a multitude of ills outside.  A little laughter goes a long way toward healing.  Even if the person dies, he will die with a smile instead of a frown, sweetness instead of bitterness.

5.
A broken spirit also affects our spirituality; we stop growing and glowing and going (to church, soul winning, etc.)!

III.  A WOUNDED SPIRIT:

Prov. 18:14
The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can 

bear? 

    A. 
A Healthy Spirit:

       1.
If a person's spirit or attitude is right almost nothing can defeat or destroy him.

ILLUSTRATION:

Two people experience the loss of a loved one.  One gets bitter the other gets better.  What makes the difference?  A healthy vs. a sick spirit

      2. 
A person may even live longer with a healthy spirit; attitude even may bring about a cure when medicine or therapy fails.

    B. 
A Sick Spirit:

       1. 
A sick spirit affects both the person's physical and spiritual health.

       2. 
There is almost no cure for this disease.

ILLUSTRATION: 

I would much rather deal with a sinner about his soul than a backslider or a person with a sick spirit.  The chances of success are smaller! "A wounded spirit who can bear?"

IV. A BITTER SPIRIT:

Prov. 25:28
He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and 

without walls. 

    A. 
Revival or Ruin:

       1. 
If you don't take control over your spirit it will ruin you.

       2.
If you don't tend to your spirit you will go all the way from a sweet spirit to a broken spirit to a wounded spirit to a bitter spirit.

ILLUSTRATION: 

As a city without walls is vulnerable, so a person who does not build a wall to protect his sweet spirit will soon crumble under the load of people and circumstances.  You must be constantly on guard...stay revived or you will be ruined.

    B.
Control or Capitulate:

Prov. 16:32
He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit 

than he that taketh a city. 

       1.
Conquering ones temper and controlling ones temperament is more valuable than 


conquering a city.

       2.
Self-control is better than victorious warfare.

CONCLUSION: 

Over the years I have seen Christians go from sweet to bitter.  I watch helplessly as they permit some person or circumstance to wear them down, to turn them sour, to see them slip further and further away from their once close walk with the Lord and His people.  It starts with a sad countenance, it progresses to dissatisfaction and deteriorates to bitterness.  First they may try to win a following.  Then they become vocal in business meetings. Or they may just silently begin missing services.  Finally they slip out the door altogether. "HOW'S YOUR SPIRIT?"

“80% RIGHT WITH GOD”

TEXT:

I Kings 18

THESIS:
To show that compromise and cowardice leads believers into a state of powerlessness.

INTRODUCTION:  

A.
The wicked King Ahab was on the throne in Israel.  Jezebel was the even more wicked Queen.  The nation was worshipping Baal.

NOTE:
Baal was the god of nature, especially of the sun and storms.  He was portrayed as having lightning in his right hand and thunder in his voice.  There had been no rain for 3 1/2 years because the true
God’s man said so!  The people were confused.  They had been worshipping Baal and he didn’t seem to do much for them.  Satan never does!

B.
Today Satan is being worshipped.  Now The same crowd that tells you can’t spank children if you let them be born and live, murders unborn children!  Millions of Sodomites brazenly flaunt their sin.  The New Age followers have corrupted the very Word of God.  Protestants and former “fundamentalists” are snuggling up to the Pope and Catholicism, headed to the one world church.

C. The problem in Israel in Elijah’s day was that the “believers” were worshipping God and Baal at the same time.  They were about “80% RIGHT WITH GOD”!   Most Christians today are about “80% RIGHT WITH GOD.”  Like Israel, we let the Govt., religion and the world intimidate us.  This causes everyone to doubt the power of God.  Israel didn’t know who was the
true God and neither did the heathen.  Elijah was about to force them into a decision.  He throws down the gauntlet and says: “How long halt ye between two opinions?  If the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.”  v.21

TRANSITION: 

The question we want to decide today is how did the nation of Israel get this way?  How did the church of Christ go from the power of Pentecost and the mighty revivals in church history to the lukewarm, powerless church of the Laudicean millennium?!  To answer the question let’s look at one man by the name of Obadiah...

I.  COMPROMISING BELIEVERS:  v.3


A. Ungodly Alliances (Produce 80% Christians)!



1. Obadiah was “governor of (Ahab’s) house” but...



2. He “feared the Lord greatly.”




a. God stopped using Obadiah.




b. “80% RIGHT WITH GOD” isn’t enough!

 ILLUSTRATION: 

What is someone who “feared the Lord greatly” doing as the “governor of (wicked King Ahab’s) house”?!  Why would believers today who go faithfully to church and carry a KJB and sing the hymns of the faith, compromise with the wicked world and run down to the video store to rent filthy videos or watch and listen to filth on HBO, SHOWTIME, etc.?! God stopped using Obadiah and he will stop using us too!  He used Elijah - not Obadiah
to shut off heaven’s faucets and to call down fire from heaven and slay the false prophets of Baal.

2 Cor. 6:17-18

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 

not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 

Almighty. 

II.  COWARDLY BELIEVERS: v.7-12


A.
The Fear Of Man (Produces 80% Christians)



1.
What will the people say?



2.
What will the people think?



3.
What will the people do?

ILLUSTRATION: 

If we were to start a “Coward’s Club” today, most Christians would be able to become charter members!   Convictions are the foundation for decisions.  Convictions, not circumstances, should help us decide right and wrong.   Like Daniel!  He refused to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol and trusted the Lord.  So did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego!  Here is Obadiah standing next to God’s man, but fearful of the wicked King Ahab!



4.
What if I foul up?

ILLUSTRATION: 

Many are fearful of going soul-winning.  They are afraid they will run people off.  To where?  Hell number 2?!  The Gospel doesn’t damn - it saves!  The Gospel doesn’t send people to hell - it sends them to heaven.  But our witness has been neutralized by our compromise so we become cowards!  No power.  No fire.  No God working in their lives!

III. CONTENTED BELIEVERS:  v.13,14


A.
Satisfied with Past Accomplishments:  (Produces 80% Christians)



1.
They brag about what they used to do.



2.
They talk about the “good old days.”

NOTE:   If you’re serving God now - these are the best days!  “Most folks live in the past because 
they are doing nothing in the present.”  The glory has departed.  “I used to...”  Don’t be a "has been" believer or a “used to” Christian.  It isn’t what God did yesterday, but what He is doing today and what He will do tomorrow!




a.
Folks talk about the “glory days” of the church.

b.
Folks talk about when they used to go soul winning, were a Bus Captain, Teacher, etc.

ILLUSTRATION: 

Many have a moldy, stagnant testimony about serving God.  We shouldn’t be satisfied with “80% RIGHT WITH GOD!”  How would you like a husband or wife who was only 80% faithful?!



3.
They don’t respond to invitations anymore (make friends with the altar!).



4.
They no longer have God’s power.

ILLUSTRATION: 

People were confused in Elijah’s day because those who claimed to believe in him were powerless.  The Baalites were more zealous than the believers were!  “The average Christian is so powerless he couldn’t blow the fuzz off a peanut.  The only difference between a J.W. and (many believers) is our doctrine.”  (Corle)  A doctrinal statement isn’t the difference - it’s God’s power!



5.
Their light has gone out.

ILLUSTRATION: 

Before lights and gates at railroad crossings a signalman would jump down from the train at intersections and wave a lantern at traffic.  Several crashes had occurred on one line and a trial was 
held.  The signalman was asked if he got off the train, stood at the intersection, and waved the lantern.  He answered yes to all questions.  Witnesses were called and they agreed.  As he left the courtroom, he was heard to say, “I’m sure glad they didn’t ask me if my lantern was lit!”  The difference between the prophets of Baal and Elijah was that Elijah had been with God!  His light was still burning!



6.
Their altar had been broken down.  v.30




a.
Elijah first repaired the altar!

QUESTION:  

Do you have some broken altars, some broken vows, some broken promises?!




b.
Then Elijah prayed.

             c.
Then the fire fell!

ILLUSTRATION:  Elijah prayed a 26 word prayer and the fire fell.  We pray and pray and no fire falls and there is no power because the altars are still broken down and there is no sacrifice!

Rom.12:1

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

CONCLUSION:  

We need the Holy Spirit’s power.  The Pastor needs it and so do the people. A Spirit-filled church is on that has Spirit-fruit.  It is on fire and people will come to watch it burn and cry out: “The
Lord He is God!  The Lord He is God!”  v.39  How hungry are YOU for God’s power?  Are you satisfied with “80% RIGHT WITH 
GOD?”  That’s not good enough!
“GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”

TEXT: 
Rom. 8:11

INTRODUCTION:  

A. HE is closer to us than our parents, our spouse, our children and our very breath - He lives within us!  Yet we seem to know so little about Him and often seem even to know Him to a very limited degree.

B. The vitality, power and fruitfulness of the individual believer and the church are dependent upon
Him.  He is not just a power (i.e., powerful), nor an energy source (though He energizes our spiritual life), but He is a Person - thus it is important that we spend time “GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”...

TRANSITION: 

Because the Spirit doesn’t possess a visible body we assume He is not a Person.  But my body is not what makes me a person.  My body only gives visible testimony of my existence.  When I die it is only my body that dies, my person continues to live on.  In fact, the Spirit does possess a body...my body and your body!

ILLUSTRATION: 

The ministry of the Lord Jesus was confined to an area about 75 miles long by about 40 miles wide and within a time span of 33 years with only a 3 1/2 year period of service.  By sending His “Ghost” or Spirit, he can multiply His ministry and expose everyone to His Person!  Every believer is to be His representative, through the indwelling Holy Spirit.

I.
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON:


A.
He Is Called A Person:  

John 14:26

26

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 15:26

26
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

ILLUSTRATION:  

In two places in a KJV Bible the Holy Spirit is referred to as “itself” instead of “Himself”.  The translators were simply being linguistically correct and biblically proper.  The word “pneuma” is neuter and means “air,” “breath,” “wind,” “spirit.”  We get our words “pneumatic” and “pneumonia” from this Greek word.   

John 3:8

8
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

1. Because He is a Person He is able to understand and minister to you and me as 

persons.

2.
It is comforting to know that when the Spirit leads us, we are not directed by some cold and impersonal force, but by a warm, compassionate and all-wise heavenly Friend.


B. He Has The Attributes Of A Person:

1.
A person is usually defined as a being possessing the powers of intellect, emotion and will.



2. The Holy Spirit likewise possesses these attributes.

a.
In Rom. 8:27 Paul speaks of the “mind of the Spirit” teaching that He has intellect and is capable of knowing and processing information.

b. When our mind is linked with His mind we are given the ability to know the will of God.

c. He is also capable of emotion and is not some cold, computer-like intelligence, but a warm, personal, sensitive Being who may be “grieved,” lied to and quenched; in fact, matters that don’t disturb us (because of our sinfulness) do disturb Him (due to His holiness)!

d.
A person can also make decisions or exercise his will; Paul said that the Holy Spirit distributes His gifts “as He will”  (I Cor. 12:11), i.e., by His sovereign decision.


C. He Works As A Person:

1.
He prays and prayer involves knowledge, orderly thought processes and purpose; when we don’t know what to say in prayer - He does!

Rom. 8:26

26

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

2.
He teaches and only a person can instruct others and this ability requires knowledge, logic and the ability to communicate intelligently.

John 14:26

26

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON: 


A. He Is Called God: 

Acts  5:3-4

3
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

4
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 


B. He Has the Attributes of God:

1.
We know He has the attributes or characteristics of a person, but He is more than a mere person is, He is Deity, since the Scriptures reveal that He has the same characteristics of God Himself.



2.
His Name reveals His holiness; He is the Holy Spirit!

ILLUSTRATION: 

This attribute of holiness means that when a person is truly indwelt by the Holy Spirit that he/she begins to not His influence in his/her life.  Things once done without guilt or uneasiness, will bring guilt and shame and a desire to confess them as sinful.

                                                                                      HOLY MOTIVES
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3.
He is omnipresent.

Ps. 139:7

7

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

Ps. 139:12

12

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 

ILLUSTRATION: 

This attribute means that like God the Spirit is everywhere and not only that but He goes everywhere we go, because He indwells us.  We need never be lonely, needy, suffering, tempted or troubled knowing that the Comforter is with us - because He is God!

4. He is omnipotent.

5. Job 33:4

4

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. 


C.
He Works As God:  



1.
He creates.

Gen. 1:1-2

1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

Ps. 104:30

30

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.

(This passage speaks of all of God’s creative activity in creating the earth, vegetation, animals, and man.)

ILLUSTRATION: 

I was saddened to hear that there was a fire at the Philadelphia Zoo, which destroyed many primates.  An even greater tragedy is that people are more upset over the death of a few apes than over a few million babies (via abortion)!  Not only that, they are planning autopsies
(they obviously died by smoke inhalation - your tax dollars at work!), memorial services (!), and vigils.  People were shown crying over these apes.  Every night people die in fires, gunfights, etc. and I rarely see anyone shed a tear.  (I guess when you believe that apes are your relatives it affects you that way!)

Apes die and that is the end.  Man dies and he continues to live forever!  No ape was ever indwelt by the Holy Spirit!  No ape ever prays!  No ape ever gets saved!

ILLUSTRATION: 

The Holy Ghost of God also created or produced a human embryo without human fertilization in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  Only God can do this!


B.
He Regenerates:

John 3:6

6

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 



1.
This is the crowning achievement of the Holy Spirit.



2.
It is God Who brings us out of our death in sin and gives us new life in Christ.

CONCLUSION: 

It is not our desire in this study on the Blessed Holy Spirit of God to simply impart information, but also to give inspiration to live clean for Him who indwells us.  We must know about Him, but more importantly we need to “GET TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”!!  We need to take Him out of the “proof text” stage of our understanding and get to know Him so personally that we will live clean and not offend (“grieve”) Him or diminish His influence in our lives (“quench”).

“THE HOLY SPIRIT WROTE A ‘BEST SELLER’”

TEXT: 
Rev. 1:10,11

INTRODUCTION:  

A. In  “GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”  you must read the Book He wrote.  “THE HOLY SPIRIT WROTE A ‘BEST SELLER’” called the Holy Bible.  John said in our text when he was “in the Spirit...” he heard a voice saying “What thou seest, write in a book...”

B.
You can discover much about a person who writes a book.  You learn about his character, his beliefs, his biases, his integrity (or lack of it), his truthfulness, etc.  So it is with the Book the Holy Spirit wrote.  We can learn a great deal about the blessed Spirit of God by reading what He wrote!  

C.
It is true that God at times spoke to man through dreams and visions, but His final, complete and permanent communication was in words!  “WE HAVE IT IN WRITING!”  

I.
ONE FUNDAMENTAL FACT:


A.
Whatever God Does He Does Through His Word!

QUOTE:  

Jack Hyles: “Everything that God has ever done and everything that God will ever do, He has done and will do by His Word."

1. In creation: on the 6 days of creation, God’s Word declares 7 times: “And God

 said...”



2.
Throughout history God spoke and His will was accomplished.

3.

When God wanted to reveal Himself more fully to man He sent His Son, the eternal, living Word of God.

John 1:1

1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

1 John 5:7

7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 

Ghost: and these three are one. 

Heb. 1:1-2

1
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

2
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 



4.
When Jesus comes again, He will end the Antichrist’s reign with His Word.

2 Thes. 2:8

8
And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 


B. The Holy Spirit authored the Holy Bible!

2 Pet. 1:21

21

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 



1.
The Holy Spirit was the Author, “holy men” were the instruments or writers.



2.
The Holy Spirit had many “secretaries.”

II.
TWO EXTREME ERRORS: 

John 6:63

63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

John 6:68

68

Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 


A. Error #1: Seeking the Spirit’s Teaching Without His Word:

1.
This is the error of charismatics and others who are guided by emotions, visions, and experiences rather than the Word of God.

2.
Check out the preacher/teacher to see how much human philosophy, wisdom and psychology is used in comparison to God’s Word.

ILLUSTRATION: 

The charismatic preachers: Benny Hinn, et.al. move and sway the crowds through emotionalism and showmanship rather than the Word and words of God.  They speak much of the Holy Spirit, but ignore His Book.  

The pseudo-Bible teachers who use the teachings of the psychologists and psychiatrists and then tack on verses of Scripture to support their ideas are leading people away from the Book the Holy Spirit wrote.

QUOTE:  Andrew Murray: “If you would be full of the Spirit, be full of the Word...”

B.
Error #2: Seeking His Word without the Spirit’s Life:

2 Cor. 3:6

6
Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 

1.
What is needed is a determination to refuse to attempt to deal with the written Word without
the quickening Spirit. 

2.
We may hold the words and doctrines of Script. most intelligently and earnestly and yet know little of their life and power.

ILLUSTRATION: 

This was the serious error of the Pharisees.  “They studied and accepted Scripture in the light and power of their human understanding and not in the light and power of God’s Spirit as their
life.” - Murray   

Many believers today who read and know much Script. fail to realize that it is the Spirit that quickeneth; that the flesh, the human understanding, however earnest or intelligent profiteth nothing.  We must know His Book, but we must also know Him and His power!



3.The Bible is the Holy Spirit’s instructional guide and He never leads us contrary to




His Word.


ILLUSTRATION:  

For guard duty in the Army we had the “general orders.”  This was a list of orders given to guide the soldier while standing guard.  The last general order was to call the Corporal of the Guard in any case not covered by the instructions.  

The Holy Spirit has given us a Book equivalent to the “General Orders” and it isn’t intended to be a list of everything we are to know or do, we are to call upon our “Corporal of the Guard” for specific instructions.

III. THREE TREMENDOUS TRUTHS: 


A.
Revelation: The Holy Spirit Disclosing God’s Word



1.
God, Who is infinitely greater than man must somehow communicate with man.



2.
Revelation is the process God used to communicate His Word and words to man.

3.
Revelation is the communication of concepts and ideas, couched in specific words, which man could not otherwise know or discover.  

Rev. 1:10-11

10

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

11

Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 


B.
Inspiration: The Holy Spirit Inscripturating God’s Word

QUOTE:  

L.Gaussen: “Inspiration is that inexplicable power put forth of old by the Divine Spirit upon the authors of Holy Scripture so as to enable them in their writing, even to the very words they chose, and to preserve them alike from all error and from all omission.”

1. Inspiration involves a miracle (“inexplicable”).

2. Inspiration is something that is not happening now (“of old”).

3. Inspiration means the very words of Script. were inspired (“even to the very words”).

4. Inspiration guarantees that everything in Script. is recorded accurately (“from all error”).

5. Inspiration guarantees that nothing was left out that should have been included (“from all
omission”).

a.
The word “inspiration” has to do with the breath of God and means that the Scriptures came out of the very inner being of God, just as your breath flows out from within you.




b.
Inspiration applies to the words (“graphe”) of God, not the writers.

ILLUSTRATION: 

Confusion on this point leads to the idea that only the “originals” were inspired or breathed by God.  But if it is the writings and not the writers which were inspired, accurate copies and translations can also said to be “inspired” i.e., have God’s breath on them.  The word “inspired” is 
from the Greek Word “theopneustos”.  Is it an accurate translation?  If so, it is “inspired”!

To quote myself: “Of what value is an inspired text if unavailable to all generations?  or What purpose has inspiration without preservation?”  (S.A. p.4 “We Have It In Writing, P.F.)


C. Illumination: The Holy Spirit Explaining God’s Word

1. The illumination ministry of the Holy Spirit toward the unsaved is necessary because the natural man cannot comprehend spiritual things.

2. God’s Spirit speaks to men of their sin and magnifies Christ; he “reproves the world of sin”  

John 16:8

8
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 



3.
God’s Spirit indwells the bodies of believers and He illuminates His Word to them.

ILLUSTRATION:  

After His resurrection, Jesus Himself expounded and explained the Scriptures to the two disciples in Luke 24:13-35, but now the Holy Spirit has replaced Jesus and teaches each believer.

CONCLUSION:  

Unlike other authors of other books, the Author of the world’s #1 Bestseller, energizes His Words and then illuminates them and explains them to each reader who is saved.  Reading the Book He has written is one more way of “GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”!

“YOUR HOLY, HEAVENLY ‘ROOM-MATE’”

TEXT: 

I Cor. 6:19-20

INTRODUCTION:  

A. You live in a ‘house’ called a body.  It is your house, but it is shared by “YOUR HOLY, HEAVENLY ‘ROOM-MATE’” - the Holy Spirit, if you are saved.  As with any roommate, border, or occupant, the relationship you maintain is determined by the original owner of the property.  You can decide to live in peace and harmony or you can have a stormy, difficult relationship.  In the case of the Holy Spirit, He cannot be evicted, because He has a title deed to the property - your body!

B. How He got there and what kind of a relationship you have with each other will be the subject of this fascinating story...

I.
PURCHASING THE PROPERTY:  (BORN-AGAIN BY A PERSON)

John 3:5-8

5
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

6
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

8
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


A.
Ownership By Virtue Of A Purchase:



1.
The Lord purchased us with the price of His own precious blood.



2.
We are His because He had the purchase price and the property was ‘for sale.’

ILLUSTRATION:  

There was another ‘prospective buyer.’  His name was Satan.  He wanted absolute ownership and made all kinds of promises if we would ‘sell-out’ to him.  He can and does deliver on these promises, but the price tag is high!


B. What This Ownership Means:



1.
The old owner is still a permanent resident.

2.
The old owner doesn’t change, the new birth is not a new nature being begun; it is the nature of Christ Himself entering into us.


3.
The New Owner moves in alongside the old owner.

ILLUSTRATION: 

Someone may say, “We have a new house.” The house didn’t come into existence when they moved in; it was simply new to them.  So the new nature is new to us, but it is really the eternal nature of Christ Himself who has moved in. 

4.
Because the two occupants are radically different from each other, warfare begins.

5.
What needs to happen is that the old occupant must yield to the New Tenant’s demands, otherwise the believer goes to war with the Lord Jesus!

ILLUSTRATION: 

When the Christian watches a lustful TV program, or rock music, or goes to a movie theater, or rents a filthy video tape, it is Jesus whom he fights.  When we “do our own thing” we declare war on Jesus.

II. ESTABLISHING OWNERSHIP: (BAPTIZED BY A PERSON)

1 Cor.12:13

13

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 


A.
The Down Payment:

2 Cor. 5:4-5

4
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 

5
Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 

1.
When we were “baptized into (His) body” we were given the “down payment” or “earnest” of the Holy Spirit.

2. He not only came into our “house” or body to live, but we became a member of His body!

ILLUSTRATION: 

The baptism of the Spirit was unknown until the Day of Pentecost, thus it would be impossible for the church (His Body) to exist prior to then.  

Acts 1:5

5
For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

Acts 2:4

4
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Acts 11:15-16

15

And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. 

16

Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

QUOTE:  

John Walvoord: “The work of baptism is therefore, of great significance.  By the act of baptism of the Holy Spirit, the present age began at Pentecost.  By an act of the Holy Spirit, some future day the church will receive its last addition, and Christ will come to receive her to Himself.”

3.
Both regeneration (“purchasing the property”) and baptism (“establishing ownership”) are instantaneous acts, not a process.

4.
Baptism is universal among believers; it is not a question of spiritual maturity, yieldedness or indoctrination.

NOTE: 

The High Priestly prayer of our Savior in John 17 “that they all may be one” was answered when the church was born and continues to be answered each time a person is baptized into His body.  He was not praying for organizational unity, but the unity in the organism of His Body.

III. MOVING IN:  (INDWELT BY A PERSON)

1 Cor. 6:19-20

19

What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

20

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

A. Your New Guest:

1.
When you were born-again, you were placed into His Body, the Church and the Holy Spirit moved into your body.

2.
There is a difference between the possession of Divine life and the reality of Divine presence.

a. Baptism occurs once for all, indwelling, while occurring at the same time, is continuous.

b. No one is ever commanded to be indwelt by the Spirit, but believers are commanded to be filled with the Spirit.  

c. It is impossible to be filled with the Spirit unless indwelt; indwelling indicates ownership whereas filling indicates the degree of yieldedness on the part of the one indwelt.

d. Indwelling is the abiding presence of the Spirit, while the filling indicates the ministry and extent of control of the Spirit of the individual.

e. Indwelling is passive, filling is active.

IV. THE SECURITY DEPOSIT:  (SEALED BY A PERSON)


A. Possession:

Eph. 1:13

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.

Eph. 4:30

30

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.



1.
A seal signifies a finished transaction, ownership and security.



2.
We belong to the One Who purchased us for all eternity!


B.
Protection: 



1.
The One Who owns us will protect His possession till He claims His property.



2.
The Owner cannot lose that which is rightfully His by purchase price.

V.  SETTLING DOWN:  (ACCEPTING THAT PERSON)

Rom. 6:22

22

But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 


A. Living In Harmony:

ILLUSTRATION:  

It is one thing to live with someone, it is quite another to accept that houseguest.  You may consent to have your mother-in-law come to live in your home, it is quite another thing to accept her!   If, after her living in your home for sometime, you have been tolerating her, ignoring her,
not including her, etc., you decide to now make her a part of the family and even love her, you have now accepted her.  You need to do the same thing with your ‘Room Mate’ the Holy Spirit!

The Holy Spirit lives in “your house.”  He is there to offer assistance, comfort, lead, direct, and strengthen, but He awaits His acceptance.  It is one thing to know the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and quite another to know and accept the
Person of the Holy Spirit.  He wants to be accepted!  He wants to be included in all we do.  He
wants to be asked for guidance, for comfort, etc.  He wants you to talk with Him, fellowship 
with him, love Him and depend upon Him.  

CONCLUSION: 

The whole purpose of this series of lessons is to encourage believers in “GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT” in a more personal, intimate way.  He is your permanent “Roommate” - wouldn’t it be nice to start including Him in all you do?  Why not accept Him NOW?

 “SPENDING THE DAY WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT”

TEXT:  2 Cor. 13:14

INTRODUCTION:  

A.  It is an enjoyable experience to spend time with someone you love, someone you are close to.  It is something to look forward to, an opportunity to be seized.  The time should be
planned, not haphazard; it should be proper but spontaneous.  When we are with a friend we should not have to be constantly “on guard” - but we should act appropriately. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

When we were children and had friends we enjoyed each other and acted like children.  As we grew up together, we changed our behavior.  Certain activities demanded different behavior.  We don’t act the same in church as we do in a ball game.  (Perhaps we should!  Maybe we
ought to get just as excited about going to church as our favorite activity.  Maybe we should get just as excited at church as we do at a ball game!)  

But we no doubt behave differently when our time is spent with a small child or an adult, with a childhood friend or when visiting the doctor; when fellowshipping with a family member as opposed to our boss at work...

B.  Surely someone who lives within us is even closer to us than a family member.  And since He is God, surely He deserves reverence and respect and appropriate behavior.  “SPENDING THE DAY WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT” should be a conscious activity and should take place every day - on purpose.  He is there all the time, but often He is ignored.  We must have “communion” with Him - we have no choice, but He desires that it be on a conscious level and that our time with Him be planned.

NOTE:  

The word “communion” carries several meanings as it is used in the NEW TESTAMENT.  It means to be a partaker of something 11 times, to be a participator in something 9 times, and to have fellowship with a person 5 times.

1 Tim. 5:22

22

Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. 

Phil. 4:14

14
 
Not withstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. 

1 John 1:3

3
That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

TRANSITION:  

Since we are partakers of His Person and we share in His life and ministry and have some kind of fellowship with Him it would do well for us to plan our time with Him.  We should consciously acknowledge His presence throughout the day and thus we will be “GETTING TO KNOW THE
HOLY SPIRIT” better...

I.  IN THE MORNING: 


A. Greet Him:



1. Acknowledge His presence as you awake.



2. Ask Him for guidance for the new day.



3. Ask Him to arrange your schedule and handle your appointments.

ILLUSTRATION:  

If there is someone He wants you to speak to that day, ask Him to lead you to him/her and then ask Him to give you the words He wants you to speak.  If there is someplace you should be or something you should do, ask Him for His help and guidance.


B. Meet Him:



1. After seeking directions for the new day, accept those directions.

2. Accepting His leading is by faith, just as in many other avenues of the Christian’s 

life.

NOTE: Sometimes He leads obviously and other times more subtly.

Acts 8:29

29

Then the Spirit said unto Philip, “Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.” 

Acts 15:28

28

For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

3.
One sure way of discerning His leading is that it is in harmony with His Word, this is why reading the Bible in the morning is important; it gets our minds on the spiritual.

Ps. 119:105 

105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

Rom. 8:5-7

5
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

6
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can it be. 

a. What our minds dwell upon will affect our communion with the Spirit.




b. Carnal (fleshly) thoughts erect barriers to the leadership of the Spirit.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Sometimes the Lord reveals to me in a spectacular and specific way what he wants me to preach, but most of the time I simply ask Him to control my mind and dwell in the realm of the Spirit and simply accept His quiet leading.

If a decision needs to be made with a deadline I might ask for some special leading, but if the deadline comes and He has not done so, I ask Him to simply help me in what seems right and in faith believe the decision came from Him anyhow.

II.  THROUGH THE DAY: 


A. Walk with Him:

Ps. 37:4

4
Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

John 15:7

7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

1. When we “walk” with a person or fellowship regularly with a person we start to become like that person; we pick up his mannerisms, ideas, philosophy, etc.

2. When you learn to “commune” with or “walk” with or “fellowship” with the Holy Spirit, you will become more like Him.  

ILLUSTRATION:  

Learning or yearning to be more like Jesus is not so much having the desire, but comes from getting to know Him better by spending time consciously fellowshipping with Him.

QUOTE:  

Jack Hyles: “Maybe if we spent less time attempting to walk LIKE Him and more time walking WITH Him, we would then walk more like Him.



3.
Fellowship with the wrong crowd and you will be like them.



4.
Fellowship with the right crowd and you will be more like them.

ILLUSTRATION:  

This is why a young person must choose the right school.  The most important part of an education (for a Christian) is not necessarily the acquisition of facts and information, but the privilege of fellowshipping with great people - people with character and spirituality.  2 Cor. 6:14-18


B. Talk With Him:



1. Did you ever notice how easy it is to pick up someone’s accent?



2. The more you talk WITH someone the more you talk LIKE someone!

a. Just as you should begin the day talking with the Lord, so too you should spend your day talking with Him.




b. He delights in your conscious recognition of His Presence in you! 

ILLUSTRATION: 

It is when we forget His indwelling presence that we fall into sin!  When we forget He is in us, we will watch something displeasing to Him on TV, we will gossip about someone, we will harshly judge someone, we will do something or go somewhere we shouldn’t “SPENDING THE DAY WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT” will not only make us more Christ-like, but it will also keep us from offending Him.



3. The more closely you fellowship with Him, the easier you will be able to discern His 


leading.

Rom. 8:13-14

13

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

Acts 16:6-7

6
Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 

7
After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 



4. Surely the Holy Spirit desires to lead and direct us throughout each day.

Acts 8:29

29

Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

ILLUSTRATION: 

Philip was conducting a successful evangelistic crusade down in Samaria, preaching to great crowds, but the Holy Spirit lead him to go witness to one Ethiopian eunuch in the desert. As soon as Philip led this man to Christ he was again caught away by the Spirit to another place.  (Acts 8:39)

III. IN THE EVENING:


A. At Home:

1. We have as much (if not more) responsibility to be Christlike at home with our family as we do in public or at work.

2. The atmosphere in our home should be conducive to the things of the Spirit, not repulsive to Him.

ILLUSTRATION: 

It is not the preacher’s job to make your home spiritual - it is your job - as you yield to the Spirit.  It is not the church’s job or the Christian school’s job to raise your kids - it is your job.


B. At Church:

1. On Sunday Night or Wednesday Night or if the church is in special meetings, it is the Spirit-filled believer’s job to be there.

2. The person in the pew is just as obligated to be in the service as the preacher is and he is just as obligated to be filled with the Spirit as he listens as the man of God is as he preaches or teaches.  “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith...”

QUOTE:  

Lehman Strauss:  “The Holy Spirit is needed no less in the pew than in the pulpit...When the Holy Spirit empowers those of you who occupy the pews in your church, you may expect an awakening such as you have never witnessed the silent pew is the curse and blight of Christianity today.”

CONCLUSION:  

After saying “Good morning” to the Holy Spirit as you awake and walking and talking 
with Him throughout the day on the job and then finishing the day with Him in your home or in the church, end the day by saying “Good night” to Him before closing your eyes in sleep and ask Him to watch over you and yours during your sleeping hours.  

ILLUSTRATION:  

Jack Hyles tells how as a young preacher he was first invited to preach a Sword Conference with John R. Rice.  He went to the motel room after the service and got out his Bible while Dr. Rice
prepared for bed, anticipating a devotional time.  Dr. Rice slipped into bed, pulled up the covers and simply said “Good night, Lord.”  He had been walking and talking with Him all day!  So should we!

“GOD’S HAND IN YOUR ‘GLOVE’”

TEXT: 

Luke 24:49

INTRODUCTION:   

A. God’s hand has been on my ministry in a special way since I first began preaching.
It surely has not been because He got anything exceptional when He called me, rather it is simply BECAUSE He called me!  His calling is His enablement.  But there is something more.  I know of others who have claimed God’s call, but have not been as blessed?  What makes the difference?  I believe it is very simply the filling of the Holy Spirit!  It is nothing less than “GOD’S HAND IN MY (OR YOUR) ‘GLOVE’”!

ILLUSTRATION:  

A glove is useless unless it is filled with someone’s hand.  A Christian is useless unless filled
with ‘God’s hand.’  There is no power in an empty glove, but put a powerful hand inside that glove and it can accomplish great things

B. In our text the promise was made to Christ’s disciples that they would “be endued with power.”  The fulfillment came on the Day of Pentecost according to Peter who quoted Joel the Prophet: “...I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh...”  That is Jewish flesh and Gentile flesh, preacher flesh and pew flesh, steelworker flesh and housewife flesh, old flesh and young flesh...

ILLUSTRATION: 

I used to read about God’s Spirit and fullness of power for preachers of old and wonder if that was just for “great men of God.”  I read about D.L. Moody (Wall St.), Savonarola (5 hrs. waiting
for power before going to the pulpit), Christmas Evans (riding on his horse),  John Wesley (3 
AM), George Fox (waited 2 weeks), Chas. Finney, Geo. Whitfield, George Mueller, Billy Sunday, Charles Spurgeon, etc.    Then I realized that God is no respecter of persons and that his promise was for me (and YOU!).

Eph. 5:18

18

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

TRANSITION:  

Jesus supernatural birth, sinless life and resurrection from the dead was a wonderful message.  But there was one problem.  The message is unbelievable.  Imagine 12 common men trying to convince an ungodly world of these things.  So God sent His Spirit to fill these men (and us) with His Spirit to bear witness with the message and to give power for sinful, though saved flesh to 
serve Him.  

I.  THE EMPTY GLOVE:


A. Empty Yourself:



1. All filling requires an emptying!



2. If your hand is in the ‘glove’ there is no room for the Holy Spirit to fill it!

ILLUSTRATION:  

If it is your will, your desire, your strength, your sin or something else in ‘your glove’

- then there is no room for Him to do His work in you and through you.  This is why Paul declared

2 Cor. 12:9-10

9
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

10
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 


B. Sanctify Yourself:



1. Admit your sin and then confess them!

2. The Lord may use a ‘dirty vessel’ (like Solomon, Samson or Saul) but He prefers to use a clean vessel and will more consistently use a clean vessel.

Joshua 7:13

13
Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you. 

II. THE USEFUL GLOVE:


A. Ask For His Power:

Luke 11:9-13

9
And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

10
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

11
If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 

12
Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 

13
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

NOTE: 

Read the story in the context of v.5-8.  The word “importunity” in v.8 speaks of begging.   Each day I ask for the Holy Spirit’s power and by faith I accept it!

QUOTE:  

Andrew Murray:  “...fullness comes by faith...He asks that we believe in Him when we see and feel nothing.  Believe that the fountain that springs up and flows forth in living streams is within you, even when all appears to be dry...A great longing, thirsting, waiting, crying - a praying with out ceasing for the Father to fulfill His promise in us and take full possession of us within.  Such an emptying is the prerequisite to the filling.”


B. Obey The Holy Ghost:  cf. Eph.5:18



1. This is a command.

2. The first part deals with an emptying, the second part with the filling!

ILLUSTRATION:  

The “Useful Glove” is the one, which is filled with power!  The useful Christian is the one who is filled with God’s power through the Holy Spirit.  What a difference in the Sunday School class where the teacher is filled with the Holy Ghost!  The lesson is no longer words, but words empowered by Him!  The Spirit-filled preacher is not a mere lecturer, but a man with God’s message empowered by the Spirit.  He preaches and the Spirit says to the congregation “Amen!  That’s right!”
(If you want to insult me, tell me what a nice ‘speech’ or good ‘lecture’ I made, after I preach!)  This power is for soul-winners, the choir, the singer, the parent, the husband, the wife, and the child.  It is for YOU!  But you must empty your glove, before you will become a useful glove!

III. THE HAND IN THE GLOVE:


A. Obey The Lord:



1. The Lord gave specific instructions for the disciples at His ascension.

2. They were doing fine and obeying Him till Peter got impatient and decided to move ahead of the Lord and elect someone to fill Judas’ place.




a. They didn’t have God’s Word on it.




b. They quit waiting and started doing something.




c. They elected Matthias, but we never hear anything more about him!!

ILLUSTRATION:  

One preacher attempting to crown Peter’s self-effort with respectability listed some positive qualities of Matthias; that he served faithfully, accepted the position and served without recognition, failed to mention that God never mentions him again!

3. When they obeyed the Lord and waited, THEN the Holy Ghost came down and filled them
with His power (Acts 2:4 “And they were all FILLED with the Holy Ghost.”)

B. Live In God’s Word:



1. To be filled we must yield to His will and we find His will in His Word.



2. Any “filling” that doesn’t measure up to the Word is false.

3. Filling is cooperating with God and tapping into His power in accord with His Word.

ILLUSTRATION:  

The power brakes on your car has more than enough power to stop your vehicle, but you must cooperate and move your foot from the accelerator to the brake and apply some force.  There is plenty of available power, but you must cooperate to energize that power and put it at your disposal.  

The metaphor of the glove is perhaps even better.  You are the glove.  Whatever you do apart from His direction and control is meaningless.  When He fills the glove (you) then the power is available and purposeful.  “GOD’S HAND IN YOUR ‘GLOVE’” is His desire for each believer.  

The so-called “power of the HOLY GHOST” of the fake healers (Benny Hinn, et.al.) is not

in line with God’s Word thus it is spurious, fake and phony!  No one in the Bible gets “slain in the Spirit” or falls over when someone touches them on the forehead.
God’s power is needed not to heal bodies or raise the dead, but to help us to live each day in His will, keep from sinning, win the lost, do our job, teach your class, minister on your bus route, live clean, be a blessing to others and “do right!”. 

CONCLUSION: 

“GOD’S HAND IN YOUR ‘GLOVE’” will result in all of the above.  Your ‘glove’ without God’s power through the filling of the Spirit results in nothing that pleases God or affects others for Him.  To have His hand in your life, simply obey the 6 (sub) points above!

“PERFECT AND POWERFUL PICTURES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”

TEXT:  John 7:38-39



INTRODUCTION:   

A. One way we have in “GETTING TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT”  is by studying the “PERFECT AND POWERFUL PICTURES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT” given us in His Word.  They are perfect pictures because they are found in the perfect Book of God.  They are Powerful pictures because the Holy Spirit is the Artist Who painted these pictures!

B. Since the purest water comes from the deepest wells, we will be digging deep today to get the very purest picture of God’s blessed Holy Spirit.  The “water” springing up from the well of Holy Scripture will not only be pure, but refreshing and satisfying.  To change the metaphor, we will sit at the banquet table of God’s Word and eat of the “meat of the Word.”  To get the most enjoyment from the “meal” we will need to savor every bite...

I.  THE HOLY SPIRIT PICTURED AS LIVING WATER:  

John 7:38-39

38
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

39
(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

NOTE: 

“Living water” means water that is life giving, fresh, invigorating or “running” water.  It is not the stagnant, polluted water that is full of disease, dirt and death.


A. Holy Water:  Num. 5:11-29



1. The ritual of “the jealousy offering.”

2. Those right with God have the power and comfort of the Holy Ghost; those not right with God will have the spirit of judgment upon them.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Ananias and Sapphira - they failed to do right and lied to the Holy Ghost and God struck them dead!  When you knowingly do wrong and don’t confess it as sin and receive cleansing, God has no alternative but to judge your sin.  

1 Cor. 11:28-32

28   But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 

30
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 

31
For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

32
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 


B. Purifying Water:

Num. 8:7

7
And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean. 

Num. 19:9

9
And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin. 

Num. 19:17-19

17
And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel: 

18
And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave: 

19  And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even. 

He. 10:22

22  
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

1.
The cleansing of the priests for service had its basis in the blood atonement of the heifer.

2.
The basis for believer-priests today for service has its basis in Christ’s blood atonement.

3.
The prerequisite for serving God is purity: clean hands, pure hearts and a pure conscience bestowed by the Holy Spirit.

ILLUSTRATION: 

The night when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet was symbolic of this preparation for service.  They had already been “washed” but they needed cleansing - just as the OLD TESTAMENT priests who daily went to the laver in the Tabernacle and Temple.


C. Necessary Water:



1. It Is Essential To Life.

a. Its absence brings death and desert.

 Gen. 21:14-19

14   And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

15
And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 

16
And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

17
And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? Fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

18
Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. 

19
And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. 




b. There is a difference between water in a bottle and water from a well.

c. The “waters” (resources) of this world soon run out; but the water from the well the Holy Spirit supplies is an exhaustless supply.

John 3:5

5
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

2. It Produces Growth:




a. Upward growth:  

Eph. 4:15

15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

b. Downward growth - The Holy Spirit causes us to be “rooted and grounded in the faith.”

Ps. 1:3




3
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 




c. Outward growth - Usefulness (the gifts and fruit of the Spirit)



3. It Lifts:

Ps. 3:3

3
  But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

Ps. 113:7

7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 

1 Pet. 3:20

20
 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Ship sunk in tidal river, no one knew how to raise it.  Offered big cash reward.  One old sea Capt. took on the job.  He took two barges and anchored them on either side of sunken vessel, lowered chains under the bow and stern and waited for the tide to rise.  The incoming water raised the ship.

Noah and his family were “saved by water” because they were in the Ark, which God lifted with the power of the rising waters.



4. It Submerges:  

Jonah 2:3

3
For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. 



a. The same water that lifts, can submerge.

b. When disobedient, the believer can be overwhelmed with conviction, grief and 


shame by the Holy Ghost.



5. It Cleanses:

Lev. 15:11-12

11
And whomsoever he toucheth that hath the issue, and hath not rinsed his hands in water, he shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even. 

12
And the vessel of earth, that he toucheth which hath the issue, shall be broken: and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

For the cleansing of a leper 2 birds had to be taken by the priest.  One of them was killed over running water over the other living bird, which was then set free.  They were a picture of the death and resurrection of our Savior and the running water a picture of the Holy Spirit by Whose
power He was raised.  



6. It Satisfies:

Ps. 42:1

1
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

Ps.78:20

20
Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can he give bread also? can he provide flesh for his people? 

1 Cor.10:4

4
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Samson had slain 1000 Philistines with the jawbone of an ass.  He was extremely thirsty.  The Bible says that God “clave a hollow place...in the jaw, and there came water thereout and when he had drunk, his spirit came again and he revived..”



7. It Revives:  Num.19:14-19

Job 14:7-9

7
For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 

8
Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; 

9
Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. 



8. It Refreshes:

Ps. 72:6

6
 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth. 

Is. 35:6

6
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

Is. 33:21

21
But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. 



9. It Is Free:

Rev. 22:17

17
 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 



10. It Is Abundant:

John 7:37-38

37
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

38
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

There is a difference between the water of Egypt and the water in Caanan.  Egypt pictures the world and the only good water there is that supplied by the Lord out of the Rock.  Egypt was a desert.  Caanan pictures the Spirit-filled life.  The water there came from brooks, fountains,
wells, rivers, valleys, depths and produced milk, honey, wheat, barley, figs, dates, pomegranates, grapes, olive oil, and honey!


D. Powerful Water:  

Is. 41:17-18

17
When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

18  
I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 

Ezek. 36:25-27

25
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 

26
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 

27
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

John 4:14

14
But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

CONCLUSION:  

The Holy Spirit wants to provide “living water” and water to live by, for every believer.  We have to “make our valleys full of ditches” before He can supply it to us!

2 Kings 3:16-20

16
And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full of ditches. 

17
For thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. 

18
And this is but a light thing in the sight of the LORD: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. 

19
And ye shall smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece of land with stones. 

20
And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water. 

 “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE”

TEXT: Luke 3:21-22

INTRODUCTION:  

A. Magicians use doves in their stage acts because of the gentle nature of these birds.  They can be abused and mistreated, underfed, go without water, and never complain or rebel! 

ILLUSTRATION:  

A magician-preacher-friend of mine uses doves in his presentation and carries the dove in a briefcase with two holes bored in either end - even on airplanes.  He once took the bird-in-a briefcase on a boat for a day of fishing with me!  The bird seemed perfectly content.

B. But there is more to this gentle bird’s nature than gentleness.  God uses the dove for several reasons as an emblem of the dear Holy Spirit, our “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE”...

I.  THE PICTURE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:


A. Brooding over Creation:  

Gen. 1:2

2
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 



1. The Holy Spirit was active in creation.

2. Even before God said “Let there be light...” - in the primeval darkness, the Holy 

Spirit was “brooding” or “incubating” (Latin Vulgate = “incubabat”) the earth.

QUOTE:  

“The word  ‘moved’ signifies a gentle motion, like that of a dove over its nest, to communicate vital heat to its eggs...Without Him all was a dead sea; a rude, unformed chaos; He communicated a quickening, prolific virtue.  That which was ‘without form and void,’ empty and without
inhabitant, became teeming with life, and God ‘saw that it was good.’”

ILLUSTRATION: 

The picture is of a mother bird brooding over her eggs.  The same word rendered “moved” is translated “fluttereth” in Deut. 32:11 speaking of an eagle fluttering over her young to illus. 
God’s tender dealings with Israel.  Together the 2 passages portray the Spirit’s action in bringing life and caring for that which He has produced.

The same concept is used in connection with our text verse where the Spirit of God, in the form of a dove, lights upon the Savior.  Twice the Holy Spirit is represented as the Father of Christ’s humanity and the Greek word “ek” is used, which means “out of”.  Mary is said to be “with child of (“ek” - out of) the Holy Ghost.  Joseph is told the same thing: “that which is conceived in her is of (“ek” - out of) the Holy Ghost.  Matt. 1:18-20 Twice also Christ uses “ek” when He speaks of the necessity of the new birth and describes it as being “born of (“ek” - out of) the Spirit.” John 3:6-8


B. Resting In the New Creation:  

1. When Noah had been through the flood and the waters began to recede, he sent first a raven out of the Ark and it apparently found food and a resting-place (being an unclean bird) and did
not return.

2. Then Noah sent out a dove and the first two times it returned, not finding food nor a nesting place, but the 3rd time it didn’t return.  

ILLUSTRATION: 

The Holy Spirit descending and lighting (resting) upon the Savior is found in all 4 Gospels.  It speaks of the gentleness of Christ’s nature and the source of His power (heaven and the Father).  The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament had come and gone back and forth and found no resting place, but when He beheld the One in Whom God delighted, then He rested upon Him.

II. THE PERFECTIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:


A. The Dove Is Clean In Nature:

Song Of Solomon 6:9a     My dove, my undefiled...



1. The dove was a clean bird and used for sacrifice in the OLD TESTAMENT 



2. A dove does not like to live in unclean surroundings.



3. A dove will not feed upon carrion or dead things.

ILLUSTRATION: 

The believer who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit shouldn’t live in unclean surroundings nor feed on the filth and dead things of this world.


B. The Dove Is Gentle In Manner:

Matt. 10:16

16  
Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 



1. The dove has no gall, which is symbolic of bitterness.

ILLUSTRATION:  

When Jesus was on the cross, they offered him vinegar mingled with gall.  What an illustration of
what the world has to offer to the believer: sourness and bitterness.

2. One of the 9-fold fruit of the Spirit is gentleness, a product of the Spirit in the believer.


C. The Dove Is Constant In Love:

Song  5:12

12 His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. 

This is how the Bride describes the Bridegroom.  The dove, when drinking, never lifts its head, but focuses upon the water.  Someone suggested that the Spirit, being sweetly delighted in His own people, has His eyes fixed firmly upon them in love.  Also the dove lives in strict monogamy, never desiring another mate!  Love is the first of the 9-fold fruit of the Spirit in the believer.


D. The Dove Is Swift In Flight: 

Ps. 55:6

6
And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest. 



1. The dove can fly swiftly over long distances.

ILLUSTRATION: 

The common pigeon is a relative of the dove.  It can fly for hours and navigate exactly.

Homing pigeons are often taken many miles away from their home and then turned loose.  They fly as fast as possible right back home.  As a boy men in my neighborhood raised homing pigeons “for fun and profit” for races by this method.  The believer indwelt by the “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE” should “come home” as quickly as possible as soon as it gets away from where he or she belongs!



2. The dove has tremendous endurance.  (Amen!)


E. The Dove Is Beautiful In Plumage:

Ps. 68:13

13
Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold. 

1. His beauty reveals our imperfections.

2. One of His main ministries is to magnify and reveal Christ to us and in so doing       

He convicts us of our sin and shortcomings.

3. His ministry is not only that of convicting, but also of converting the believer into the likeness of Christ.


F. The Dove Is Social In Habit:

Is. 60:8

8
Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows? 

1. As the dove - so the Holy Spirit; the dove flies “as a cloud” in flocks.

2. The Holy Spirit within us causes us to desire the fellowship of other believers, He makes us enjoy “the society of the redeemed.”



3. The Lord loves the company of His own and prompts them to also love it.

ILLUSTRATION:  

On earth, Jesus longed for the fellowship of His Apostles.  Again and again He met with them,
taught them, fellowshipped with them, ate with them, prayed with them.
Paul spoke of “the communion of the Holy Spirit with you...”

CONCLUSION:  

Truly He is the “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE”!  He loves us, and longs for our fellowship.  He is the clean, gentle, consistent, beautiful and “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE” and He has chosen to live within us!  What a rebuke to our sinfulness.  What an incentive to holiness!

“SEALED FOR HEAVEN”

TEXT:  2 Cor. 1:21-22

INTRODUCTION:  

A.  Did you ever receive a package in the mail that was so well sealed that there was seemingly no way to open it?  While it may be frustrating, the contents are secure!  The sealing minis
try of the Holy Spirit is such that Jesus told His disciples: 

John 10:27-30

27
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

29
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

30
I and my Father are one.




B. Paul put it another way:

Eph. 4:30

30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

QUOTE:  

Jack Hyles:  “(The) word ‘earnest’ means that the Holy Spirit seals us and becomes the down payment for our salvation.  When a down payment is made, it is forfeited if the payment is not made in full, so when God allowed the Holy Spirit to seal us and become the earnest (down payment) for our salvation, He was risking the unity of the Godhead on the security that the believer has in Christ.  If just one justified person could lose his salvation, then the Godhead would lose His unity.”

TRANSITION:  

We have already looked at the picture or emblem of the Holy Spirit as the “Sweet Heavenly Dove” - now let’s see Him as the One Who is our seal.  Because of Him we are “SEALED FOR HEAVEN”...

I.  THE SEALER:  

John 6:27

27
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto ever-lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

A. The Son of God Sealed:

ILLUSTRATION: 

Before an animal could be declared fit for sacrifice or food, it had to be examined and receive the priest’s seal of approval.  A seal or brand was placed on the flesh to show it was acceptable.

Jesus, as the Lamb of God, was to be the perfect sacrifice and is called the Lamb of God.  God announced His approval of His Son at His baptism: “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased...and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon Him.”  
The sacrificial animal was not only approved for sacrifice but for food.  So with Christ,  (John 6:27) Christ is our Passover Lamb and just as the OLD TESTAMENT Passover lambs were feasted upon for 7 days, so we are to feast on Him as “...meat which endureth unto everlasting life.”


B. The Sons of God Sealed:

Eph. 1:13

13
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 

1. This sealing makes the believer fit for sacrifice, but it is not that of offering himself to die as Christ did, but rather offering himself to live for His Savior.  Rom. 12:1

2. The same God Who sealed our Savior, sealed us “with that Holy Spirit of promise.”

II. THE SEAL:


A. A Sign of A Finished Transaction:

ILLUSTRATION:  


When God told Jeremiah to buy a field from Hanameel, he did so and signed and sealed the transaction.

Jer. 32:9-12

9
And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 

10
And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the balances. 

11
So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open: 

12
And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 

Praise the Lord, when He purchased us, He signed the contract with His own blood and cried out, “It is finished...” (a completed transaction), and sealed us with His Holy Spirit.


B. A Sign Of Security:



1. Things are sealed to secure them.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Men put a seal on Christ’s tomb to keep His body secure, but the tomb couldn’t keep Him.  In the Millennium Satan will be cast into the bottomless pit and it will be sealed and only the Lord Himself will be able to open the seal and let him out again.



2. If a seal is tampered with, we know the contents are not safe.

3.  Since our seal is the Holy Spirit, no one can tamper with it (as in Esther, the writing of the King was sealed with the King’s ring and no man could reverse it.)


C. A Sign Of Ownership:



1. Believers are often referred to as belonging to Christ.

2. We bear the image of Christ because of the sealing of the Holy Ghost and He knows His own.

ILLUSTRATION: 

Ephesus was a harbor city and did an extensive business in timber.  The method of purchase was that a merchant would pay the price and then place his signet or seal on the timber purchased
as a sign of ownership.  Later he would send a representative to claim his goods.  That’s what
the Lord will do when He sends Christ back for His purchased possession.  He will claim all that have the Seal of the Holy Ghost.

2 Tim. 2:19

19
Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 


D. A Sign Of Secrecy:

1. When the Lord revealed certain things to Daniel it was said that they were “closed 

up and sealed”  (Dan. 12:9)

2. The book of Revelation is a 7 Sealed Book, which only believers have any understanding of and only the Lamb of God can unseal.  


E. A Sign Of Authority:

1. Jezebel knew that when she took the King’s seal and sealed the letters sent to the elders of the city where Naboth lived, that they would recognize the stamp of the King’s authority.

2. Haman sealed the mandate Ahasuerus had given to him to slaughter the Jews of Esther’s day with the King’s ring. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

We preach the Gospel with the power or authority of Christ Himself and with the power of the indwelling and sealing Holy Ghost of God!


F. A Sign Of Resemblance:

1. The believer is to have the gifts and fruit of the Spirit so that he resembles the Holy Ghost of the Savior.

2. The outward evidence of the sealing of the Spirit is the resemblance between Him and those
He has sealed.




a. We have the life of the Spirit if we have the Spirit of Life.




b. We have the love of the Spirit if we have the Spirit of Love.




c. We have the joy of the Spirit if we have the Spirit of Joy.




d. We have the humility of the Spirit if we have the Spirit of Humility.




e. We have the holiness of the Spirit if we have the Spirit of Holiness.

NOTE: Every believer should reflect the One Who lives within his body.  

Rom. 8:9

8 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 

Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

CONCLUSION:  

We are His possession because we are sealed by Him.  So ought we to live.  We are 

“SEALED FOR HEAVEN” literally guaranteed to arrive safely home one day.  We are “sealed unto the day of redemption...” Our arrival in heaven is only a matter of time!  We sometimes count time as our enemy, it may be the best friend we have!

“THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL”

TEXT: Exodus 30:22-33

INTRODUCTION:  

A. We have examined the Bible teaching on the Holy Spirit symbolized as the “SWEET HEAVENLY DOVE,” as the “LIVING WATER,” as our “SEAL” and tonight we will look at Him under the symbol or picture of “THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL” as we continue this quest to “GET TO KNOW THE HOLY SPIRIT BETTER.”  

B. “THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL” was used to anoint prophets, priests, and kings in the Old Testament at the outset of their ministries.

1 Kings 19:16

16
And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

Lev. 8:12

12
And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him. 

1 Sam. 16:13

13
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

These anointings took place at the very beginning of the ministry of each of these men.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit should take place at the beginning of each new area of service for the believer today as well.  A new parent, a new bride, a new groom, a new college student, a new teacher, a new bus worker, a new choir member, a new deacon, a new preacher, etc. 



Our Savior was anointed at the outset of His ministry as well.

Luke 4:18

18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

TRANSITION:  

To find out how this picture of the Holy Spirit and His anointing affects us and applies to us we need to first examine the prescription of the Holy Anointing Oil...

I.  THE PRESCRIPTION OF THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL:  v.22-25

NOTE:  

Note the words “principal spices” in v.23.  The word “principal” is translated various ways
in the Bible: “excellent,” “top,” “head,” “beginning.”  There was to be nothing inferior in the ingredients of “THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL.”  The Holy Spirit is “excellent” in His personality, the “head” of the all things in the Body of Christ, and the “beginning” of the spiritual life of the believer.


A. Pure Myrrh: (His Excellence)

ILLUSTRATION:  

Nothing was left for Moses to figure out.  God gave him specific ingredients and he could not substitute anything.  He was simply to obey.  The spices, weight, the mixture, the blending oil, the name of the mixture, etc. - all was precise.  The Holy Spirit is God and this symbol was to be mixed and used exactly as God instructed.  Man had nothing to do with it.

1. Myrrh was a sweet, costly and soothing spice, which was obtained in 2 ways: by making an incision in the tree from which it came or by the gum, which naturally exuded, from it.

2. The latter method was to be used for “THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL” because it came freely from the tree without the act of man.  

ILLUSTRATION:  

Myrrh was one of the costly gifts given to our Savior at His birth by the wise men.  It was a rare spice found only in one place.  It was a soothing spice and was offered to our Savior on the cross: “wine mingled with myrrh.”  It was also used in burying as a preservative as when Nicodemus purchased “myrrh and aloes...one hundred pound weight” for Jesus’ burial.



2. Sweet Cinnamon:  (His Grace)

a. It is only found in a couple places in the Bible.




b. Once in a description of the Bride by the Bridegroom in Song of Solomon 

4:12-16.

 c. It is also used in Proverbs 7:17 where it says, “I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes and cinnamon” signifying its pleasant fragrance.



3. Sweet Calamus: (His Worth)




1. Calamus was a reed-like plant that gave off a fragrance when bruised.

2. Perhaps this speaks of the internal thoughts, feelings and affections of the Spirit.



4. Cassia: (His Righteousness)




1. This spice comes from the outer bark of an aromatic plant.

2. It speaks of the harmony of the external works of the Spirit with the internal qualities.

ILLUSTRATION:  

These attributes of the Spirit are to be reproduced in us when we are indwelt by Him.   Both the inner graces and external actions of the believer are to be in harmony and anything contrary to them should not be characteristic of us.  



5. Oil Olive: (His Presence)

ILLUSTRATION: 

Olive oil was the base for the spices and mingles them all together.  Pressing or crushing the olives made it.  Someone said that before we can have the blessings of the Spirit’s anointing, there must first be the bruising of Christ’s atonement.  The Rock must be smitten before the water gushes out.  Often the believer must be pressed or crushed before the sweetness of the Spirit is noticed.

NOTE:  v.32,33 give us 3 prohibitions in the use of “THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL”:


1. It can not be poured upon man’s flesh (corruption).


2. It cannot be poured upon a stranger (one outside of God’s sphere of blessing).


3. It cannot be imitated or duplicated for any other use (doing God’s work in the flesh-


counterfeit).

II. THE APPLICATION OF THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL: V.26-30


A. The Tabernacle and It’s Furnishings:

ILLUSTRATION:  

Christ is pictured in the Tabernacle (He “tabernacled among us”) and every article of the furniture pictures some aspect of His person and work.  All was to be anointed!  Several articles
were made of acacia wood overlaid with gold speaking of the blending of humanity and Deity in the Savior.  The altar of sacrifice and the laver were both made of brass, symbolizing His judgment on our sin.  The golden lamp stand speaks of the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit Who gives Christ (and the believer) direction for service.  The Table of Shewbread was anointed and it speaks of our fellowship with the Lord through Christ, the Bread of Life.


B. The High Priest and The Priests:  v.30



1. This speaks of service and ministry.



2. Every believer is a priest and needs to serve!


C. The Anointed Believer:  

Lev. 14:14-17

14
And the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot: 

15
And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand: 

16
And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD: 

17 And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering: 



1. In our sins we were just like the leper.



2. First the blood, then the oil!




a. The ear is anointed first...faith comes by hearing!




b. The thumb is anointed next...service in the Spirit is implied.




c.  Then the toe or foot is anointed...symbolic of the believer’s walk in the Spirit.



3. We yield - he anoints.



4. It is like a private ordination service.

CONCLUSION:  

Anointing comes at a new beginning.  Are you starting something new?  Why not yield
to Him and ask for His anointing?  Are you starting a new job?  A new ministry?  A new phase in life - school, service, etc.? 

An old preacher was pleading with God through tears, crying “”Lord, give me the unction...”  Someone asked: “Preacher, what is the unction?”  He said “I don’t know what it is, but I know what it ain’t!”  We may not know all that anointing is, but many of us know what it ain’t.”  And we know we don’t have it!  

“LORD, GIVE ME THE GIFT OF EARS!”  or

“HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR...”

TEXT: Rev. 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22

INTRODUCTION:  

A. Someone has observed that God gave us only one mouth but two ears, suggesting that we listen more than speak!  It is often true in the spiritual realm that we are eager to talk, but not to swift to hear.  The Word admonishes us “...let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak”  James 1:18b
B. The charismatic and others often pray “Lord, give me the gift of tongues...” when a more biblical request might be “LORD, GIVE ME THE GIFT OF EARS!”  

C. In our own ranks we speak much and pray much for the preacher to be Spirit-filled, but I don’t know if I have ever heard a layman pray for Spirit-filled listening!  It is extremely important that the preacher be Spirit-filled in his preaching as he delivers God’s message, but doesn’t that imply that those who hear that message also be Spirit-filled?

TRANSITION:  

Our text verses repeat 7 times: “HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES...” God has a man to preach His Word, but 
He expects that the people will have “THE GIFT OF EARS” to hear that Word.   God’s Spirit speaks through God’s Word to God’s people.  They need to “hear what the Spirit saith...”

I.  SPIRIT-FILLED LISTENING:


A. More than Comprehension:

1. The unsaved may hear with their ears spiritual truths, but they have no receptors beyond the physical appendages fixed on both sides of their head.

1 Cor. 2:14

14
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

John 5:36-37

36
But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

37
And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

2. God’s people have been given spiritual discernment, to hear what God says through His Word and His man, but as with any gift of God it may lay dormant and unused.

a. This is what happens when the Word is preached or taught and the people are reading the bulletin, writing notes, distracted or distracting others, etc.




b. The result is spiritual impoverishment, lethargy and impotence.

ILLUSTRATION:  

No matter how well a person may know the letter of the Scriptures or how faithful he or she may be to church services, unless he or she has “THE GIFT OF EARS”, i.e., is attuned to what the Spirit of God is attempting to do in their hearts, it will not be productive.

The person in the pew is just as obligated to be filled with the Spirit as he listens as the man of God in the pulpit.  When you are listening to a special number, a lesson or a message it is a good policy to ask the Lord to help you listen with spiritual attentiveness, so He may minister to your heart.

Being a “good listener” is not sufficient - we need to be in tune what the Lord is trying and to say and we need to ask Him to help us “hear what the Spirit saith...” not just what the preacher, teacher or musician is saying!


B. More Than Understanding:

1. Spiritual things need spiritual discernment; listening on the purely physical level will not produce spiritual fruit or growth.

ILLUSTRATION:  

On Pentecost the people “...heard them speak in his own language.”  The “GIFT OF EARS” was as important as “the gift of tongues!”    Or compare Acts 10:44 where we read

 “While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word.”  Here is Spirit-filled listening!



2. We “hear” on two levels: physical and spiritual.

ILLUSTRATION:  

When I hear a lesson or sermon I make an honest attempt to get more than what is on the surface.  I want the Lord to speak to my heart, not just my ears!  Often I will receive several ideas for messages myself while listening to someone else preach.  God uses their words to speak to
my heart about spiritual things.

When in the Holy Land I was asked to be prepared to read some Scripture when we arrived in Bethlehem.  I searched for passages dealing with Bethlehem and was prepared to read them.  While doing so the Lord impressed me to plan to preach on the subject of David and his 3 mighty men when they were hiding in a cave and David expressed a longing to drink from the well of Bethlehem.  I was never requested to read those passages in Bethlehem.  But last night the preacher preached from the passage in 1 Chron. 11:15-19 and God gave me several ideas for a possible sermon on that passage.

II. SPIRIT-FILLED HEARING:


A. Deals With Apprehension:

1. God’s Word is an inexhaustible Book and its words are like physical sustenance to the body.

Mt. 4:4

4
But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 



2. It is a Living Book and thus can speak to the person who is spiritually alive.

He. 4:12

12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

a. It is a wonderful thing when God speaks to my heart as the preacher and then for me to see that He is also speaking to others hearts as I preach the truths He has given me.

b. We need to attend church services begging God to allow the Spirit to reach our hearts - not just our ears - with the message He has laid on the preacher’s heart.

ILLUSTRATION:  

We need to apprehend or grasp “WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH TO THE CHURCH...”
or we may miss out on God’s will for our life, or miss the message He wants to use to change us or the song He wants to use to bless us.  It is rude to talk when someone else is trying to speak.  We are often talking when we should be listening.  We must plead for a spiritual ear to hear what the Spirit says as well as for the physical ear to hear what the preacher says.


B. Deals With Application:



1. Preaching is teaching with application!

2. The Holy Spirit wants us to be doers, not just hearers of the Word, but we must obviously hear before we can do.

ILLUSTRATION:  

It is Satan’s job to distract us - even with some truth that has been said - so that we will miss the very point that could have transformed us.  Example:  Perhaps you might disagree with some minor point being made which may distract you enough so that you miss what the Spirit wanted you to get.  Satan is a Scripture-stealer!

Mt. 13:19

19
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he, which received seed by the way side. 


C. Deals With Perception:

1 Cor. 2:9-10

9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

1. The Holy Spirit enables us to perceive things, which the natural eye and ear, cannot.

2. There are wonderful things the Lord has to reveal to us if we would just have ears to hear.

CONCLUSION:  

Think of it!  A Spirit-filled preacher preaching and a Spirit-filled congregation listening!  This is an unbeatable combination.  Why not pray tonight: “LORD, GIVE ME THE GIFT OF EARS!  so that I might “HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH...” 

“THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE HOLY SPIRIT and YOU” or

“WHERE GOD LIVES”

TEXT: 2 Chron. 5:11-14

INTRODUCTION:  

A.  Pre-marital and extra marital and all forms of illicit sex are forbidden in the Bible.  But they are even more heinous in God’s eyes when the believer engages in this immoral sexual activity because the believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. It is “WHERE GOD LIVES.”

B.  The most sacred place on earth to the Jew was the Temple of God and the most sacred
place in the Temple was the Holy of Holies.  It wasn’t the building itself, which made it holy, but the presence of God who indwelt that building.  It was so sacred that only one man out of the millions of men in Israel or the world could go inside the Holy of Holies and then only on one
special day of the entire year, and then only if he brought with him the proper blood sacrifice.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Just think of how special this one man must have felt to be the only one chosen by God to enter this sacred place and see the glory of God over the Mercy Seat! He alone of all of humanity had this sacred honor.

TRANSITION:  

I want to relate all of this OLD TESTAMENT doctrine to the NEW TESTAMENT doctrine of the sacredness of the believer’s body today, which is the Temple of God or “WHERE GOD LIVES.”

I.  THE HOLY OF HOLIES:  


A. The Temple of God:  2 Chron.5:11-14



1. The glory of God filled the Temple as the Holy Spirit fills our “temple” today.



2. Today God doesn’t indwell a building, but He does indwell bodies!

ILLUSTRATION:  

Once the veil of the Temple was rent at Christ’s sacrifice on the cross the glory of God, i.e., the Holy Spirit, could now indwell every believer’s body.  In many churches, candles burn, statues and pictures and icons adorn the building and the building is reverenced!  But the church building is merely a meeting place where the “temples” come to visit to study, praise and worship!


B. The Most Holy Place:  

Lev. 16:1-2

1
And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered before the LORD, and died; 

2
And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 

Lev.16:17

17
And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel. 

1. No man, but one - the High Priest - chosen by God Himself could even look inside the Holy of Holies.



2. The place was so holy that even that chosen one entered with fear and trembling.


C. The Man of God:  

Ex. 29:44-45

44
 And I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar: I will sanctify also both Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest's office. 

45
 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 

Lev. 10:1-3

1
And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 

2
And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 

3
Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

No one but the High Priest dared to intrude into that sacred office, that God must especially call man.

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT:  


A. The Temple of God:  (The believer’s body)

1 Cor. 6:19-20

19
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

20
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 



1. Today we are God’s Holy Temple.



2. First comes the blood to cleanse, then comes the oil to sanctify.

Lev. 14:14-17

14
 And the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot: 

15
And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand: 

16
And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD: 

17
And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering: 

ILLUSTRATION: 

As spiritual lepers, alienated from God, we must first be cleansed by the blood and then and only then will the Holy Spirit enter and sanctify us.


B. The Most Holy Place:  (The believer’s spirit)



1. Our body is His temple, our Spirit is the most holy place of His abode.



2. Upon redemption, the Spirit quickens our dead spirit and comes in to indwell us.


C. The Man of God:



1. This is why the believer must stay clean, pure, healthy and yielded!

2. The man, woman or child indwelt by the Holy Spirit must be careful not to offend, grieve, quench or lie to the Holy Ghost.

III.  THE HOLY BELIEVER:  

1 Cor. 3:16-17

16
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 


A. The Temple of God:

ILLUSTRATION:  

It is interesting that in the context of the Tabernacle and the Holy of Holies in Lev.16, we have the rules concerning sexual activity for the OLD TESTAMENT believers.  God speaks out against all forms of immoral and illicit sexual activity: homosexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery,
etc. and in the context of 1 Cor.6:19-20, v.16-18 warns about immoral sexual activity!

1 Cor. 6:16-18

16
What? Know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? For two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 

17
But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

18
Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 


B. The Most Holy Place:



1. There must be modesty and mystique about the human body.



2. Children should not even see their parents’ nakedness.

Gen. 9:21-25

21
And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. 

22
And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. 

23  And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. 

24
And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. 

25
And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 


C. The Man of God:

1. There are some interesting parallels between the OLD TESTAMENT teaching on the literal Temple of Israel and the NEW TESTAMENT body of the believer.

a. God chose only one man to enter and or look upon the Holy of Holies and only one man chosen by God should look upon a woman in the marital sense.

ILLUSTRATION:  

A young lady should not choose a husband because he is handsome, successful, educated or wealthy, but she should ask God to choose her husband for her.  He alone is to be her “high priest” - the only one who is to share in that which is most sacred.  This is why adultery and fornication is so wrong!  A young woman should never expose her body to the eyes of any but her husband or to allow any other man to touch her body sexually.

b. Only one man was allowed to touch the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies:

2 Sam. 6:6-8



6
And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. 

7
And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

8
And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perezuzzah to this day. 

c. Only one man could look within the Holy of Holies, the same is true of the body of a lady; it is reserved for only one man. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Just as the veil of the Holy of Holies separated its furnishings from the eyes of the people, except for one man, even so should modest apparel separate the body of a lady from all but one man.

1 Tim. 2:9

9
In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 

Deut. 22:5

5
The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

1 Cor. 11:14-15

14
Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her for her hair is given her for a covering. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Many Jews would no doubt have liked to look into the Holy of Holies, but only one man, the God-called man, the High Priest was permitted to do so.  It is also natural for a young man to want to look upon the body of a woman.  That’s why pornography is so popular!  Men are to restrain themselves and yield to the Holy Ghost, realizing that the body of a lady is so
sacred that it is to be reserved for only one man.

Women have a responsibility to God to dress modestly and not dress sensuously to attract the lustful gaze of men other than their own husbands.  The ungodly have commercialized sex and have profaned the sacredness of a woman’s body.

QUOTE:  

Jack Hyles: “Fortunate is that man who has such a temple that has been reserved for him, and fortunate is that lady who has a temple that has been reserved for her.”

ILLUSTRATION:  

One young bride whose father was a preacher was thrilled to hear his daughter tell him just before being married: “Daddy, in a few minutes I will become a wife.  After you pronounce
us man and wife, we will kiss.  Now, Daddy, here is the wedding present: This will be the first time I have ever kissed a boy.  I have wanted to, but I wanted more to give you this present.”  Tears
filled the eyes of a happy and proud father who realized that here was a Holy of Holies that had been veiled from the eyes of lustful men and reserved for that chosen high priest that he alone may see, touch and enter. -Hyles, p.151  “Meet the Holy Spirit”

CONCLUSION:  

“THE HOLY OF HOLIES, THE HOLY SPIRIT AND YOU” - that has been our subject.  It is a very practical study and we have merely “touched the hem of the garment” of the true riches of this teaching.  If we truly are the Temple of God and “WHERE GOD LIVES” the ramifications of this truth should decide many activities, sights and sounds which are permitted to enter our “Holy of Holies.”  You have been bought with a price - the Lord belongs to you...do YOU belong to Him? 

“WORTHWHILE WORSHIP”

TEXT: John 4:19-24

INTRODUCTION:  

A. Two basic views of worship are presented in the text:

1) That worship has to do with a place

2) That worship has to do with a Person.   

Cf. v.20,21 withv.24 and 26

ILLUSTRATION:   

When in Israel we saw a vivid illustration of this principle of confusing a place with a person.  The Catholic Church has erected shrines, basilicas, church buildings and cathedrals over every major event in the life and ministry of our Savior and of many OLD TESTAMENT events as well.  The Coptic Christians
have done the same, as have the Moslems.   They believe that the buildings or the “atmosphere” must be this or that.  Christ here corrects this concept and focuses attention on the Person of God and the relationship of the worshipper, who must first be indwelt by the Spirit.  (Unsaved people are incapable of true worship or “WORTHWHILE WORSHIP” - they simply go through the motions of worship.

B. The degree of ritualism, formalism, liturgy and ceremony is usually in direct pro-portion
to the lack of true spirituality on the part of the would-be worshippers.  These “forms” are simply crutches to make up for the lack of true worship “in spirit and in truth.

TRANSITION:  

To experience “WORTHWHILE WORSHIP” worship that is worthy of the name, we must be both ANIMATED (made alive) by the Spirit and ACTIVATED (mad to respond) by the Spirit.  Therefore all “WORTHWHILE WORSHIP” must be “in the Spirit.”  Such worship includes at least 3 major aspects...

I.  PREACHING IN THE SPIRIT: 


A. Preaching Is Vital:

1. The church began with preaching and preaching was central in the worship of the early church.  Acts 2:22-41

ILLUSTRATION:  

Baptists refuse to move the pulpit to one side, for the preaching of the Word is the center of Christian worship.  To “worship in spirit” must be regulated by the “truth” of God’s Word.



2. The church grew with preaching!

Acts 4:2-4

2
Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 

3
And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide. 

4
Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand. 

QUOTE:  

L. Strauss:  “The Holy Spirit is needed no less in the pew than in the pulpit...the silent pew is the curse and blight of Christianity today.”




a. Preaching should derive its power from the Holy Spirit.

QUOTE:  

A.J. Gordon: “The true preacher does not use the Holy Spirit; he is used by the Spirit.”  Preaching is not a natural talent, but a God-given gift and calling.

1 Pet. 4:11

11  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 




b. Preaching is powerful only when energized by the Spirit.

QUOTE:  

“In this fact, the sermon differs immeasurably from the speech and the preacher from the orator.” 




c. The Spirit must overrule in preaching.

1 Cor. 2:4

4
And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 




d. The Word must be proclaimed: “Preach the Word...”




e. The Savior must be presented.

2 Cor. 4:5

5
For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 

NOTE:  

The Spirit must be the ENERGIZER in preaching, the Word, the ACTIVATOR and the Savior, the SUBJECT.  Paul said his sole theme in preaching was “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”
All else is foreign from preaching which would promote worship “in spirit and in truth.”

II. PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT:  

Eph. 6:18

18
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

A. Prayer In The Spirit Promotes Worship: 



1. It reveals our dependency on the Lord.



2. It represents our desire for closeness and communion with the Lord.



3. It replaces the spiritual void in our lives with a holy experience of worship.


B. Prayer Is A Product of the Spirit:



1. There is no true prayer and thus no true worship without the Spirit.

ILLUSTRATION:  

The unsaved are “in the flesh” and not “in the Spirit” - thus their prayers are activities of the flesh...like the Pharisees.

Mt. 23:14

14
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 



2. The Holy Spirit helps overcome our weakness and ineffectiveness in prayer.

Rom. 8:26-27

26
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

27
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 



3. He prompts us to pray for what Christ is praying for in heaven.

III. PRAISING IN THE SPIRIT:  

Eph. 5:18-20

18
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

19
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

20
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 


A. Praise in Song:

1. When Paul mentioned being filled with the Spirit, he immediately mentioned music!

2. He also mentioned “speaking to yourselves” - perhaps humming, singing an whistling to
yourself the songs of the faith.

ILLUSTRATION:  

It would be a good practice for you to choose a “daily song” to hum and sing all day to
help you keep your mind stayed on Christ.

3. In Col. 3:16,17 Paul also mentions “teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs...” for mutual learning and strength.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Doctrine set to music can be a powerful teaching tool.  Such songs as “He Leadeth Me,” “There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood,”  “Jesus Paid It All,” etc.  Music can also be used to admonish us and keep us going on with the Lord: “It Will Be Worth It All”, “Give Of Your Best”, “Rescue The Perishing.” Someone said the wise song leader would try to include one teaching song and one admonishing song in each song service.

One writer said: “Both from experience and observation, the spirit of worship is associated with assembling.  No individual will ever sing with the same enthusiasm and the same exultant sentiment that sweeps the heart when a great choir or great assembly sing together; and no man, in
the solitude of the closet, will ever pray with the same enthusiasm and expectation that he feels when his prayers are ‘amended’ in the hearts of hundreds of others praying with him.”



B. Praise in Speech:  




1. The speech of praise is thanksgiving.




2. The speech of praise is testimony.

CONCLUSION:  

To worship God “in spirit and in truth” is TO PREACH, PRAY AND PRAISE in the Spirit.


“WHICH GIFT DO YOU HAVE?”  or

“THE CASE FOR NOSES”

TEXT: 1 Cor. 12:14-17

INTRODUCTION:  

A. God not only gave us the gift of His Son, but He has bestowed upon every believer at least one gift to be used for His glory.  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of Lights...”  Jas. 1:17  No one has all the gifts and there is no one gift that all have, but every believer has at least one gift.  Each Christian should know which gift he or she has and then learn to sharpen it and hone it so it can be used most efficiently and effectively.

B. A spiritual gift is a Spirit-given ability to do something for the Lord.  Every gift is to
be used to reach the lost or to edify other believers.

1 Cor. 14:4-5

4
He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 

5
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying. 

C. Some Spirit-given gifts (tongues, healing, etc.) were temporary and foundational and others were permanent and building: “...for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ...” The question is which gifts are available and 
“WHICH GIFT(S) DO YOU HAVE?”   That no gift is unimportant is stressed in our text and sets forth “THE CASE FOR NOSES.”

ILLUSTRATION:  

In a simple statement or illustration Paul graphically sets forth the importance of each believer in the Body of Christ and his or her individual gifts.  Who could do without his or her nose? 

I.  THE EXISTENCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS:  


A. Sovereignly Bestowed:

1 Cor. 12:11

11
But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

1 Cor.12:18  

18  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 



1. Whatever spiritual abilities we possess are Holy Spirit given.



2. That’s why they are called “gifts” and that’s why they are called “spiritual gifts.”

a. Since the Source of the gift is the Holy Spirit the gifts will have the earmark of being more than mere talent, innate skill or a natural ability.

b. The use of the gift will have a supernatural result; lives changed, others edified, etc.

3. We are each to use our gift(s), recognizing that it is the “ability which God giveth.”  1 Pet. 4:11

B. Separately Bestowed:



1. Paul stated that spiritual gifts are give to “every man...”

2. Non-believers have no spiritual life and thus possess no spiritual (Spirit-given) gifts.

ILLUSTRATION:  

The unsaved may in fact have a supernaturally-bestowed gift or gifts and be able to speak in tongues, foretell the future perform miracles, etc., but those gifts are not HOLY Spirit given gifts.  The devil and his demons have great power and there are several instances where those supernatural gifts were evident: e.g., Pharaoh’s magicians duplicating Moses miracles, the damsel possessed with a spirit of divination, Bar-Jesus or Elymas the sorcerer (Acts 13:6-10), the antichrist, etc.  We are admonished to “try (test) the spirits whether they are of God...” 1 John 4:1

3. Every believer possesses at least one spiritual gift and possibly more, so the question is  “WHICH GIFT(S) DO YOU HAVE?”

II. THE EXPLANATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS:  


A. Sign Gifts: (Temporary)  1 Cor. 12:7-11 and Mk. 16:17-18

1. These gifts were foundational gifts for the establishment of the church and the authentication the Apostles and others and their “new” message of the Gospel of Christ till the completion of the New Testament

2.  Anyone claiming to have these gifts today is either self-deceived or demonically deceived. 

a. All gifts are not resident in every congregation nor does every generation have to have
all the gifts.




b. This is the mistake of those who do not “rightly divide the Word of truth...”

B. Service Gifts:  (Permanent)  Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor.13



1. Perhaps you can find your gift(s) here!



2. All gifts are given to benefit the Church.




a. Some to benefit the Apostolic Church.




b. Some to benefit today’s Church.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Paul spoke in 1 Cor.13 of 3 permanent and desirable gifts: faith, hope and charity; with the greatest of these being charity.  The word “charity” is a better translation of the word “agape” today than “love” which often means erotic or romantic activity or simply a good feeling: “I love ice cream!” Charity means a generous and unselfish concern for others.


C. Speaking Gifts: (2 Temporary and 2 Permanent)



1. The temporary (foundational) gifts were “Apostles...Prophets...”  

Eph. 2:20

20
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 



2. The permanent gifts are “Evangelists (missionaries)...Pastor-Teachers”

NOTE: 

There were other “foundation” gifts given to help establish and govern the early church and to supernaturally guide it until the completion of the NEW TESTAMENT canon. (Helps, governments, etc.)   In fact, some gifts were given to aid the completion of the canon (wisdom, knowledge [revelation], 
prophecy, etc.)

Today the method by which a minister of the Gospel “approves” himself is by a right handling of the Word.  People can thus judge the ministry of all men: Jesus, Peter, Paul or this or any other preacher by the standard of the Word.

III. THE EXERCISE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS:  


A. Their Purpose:

1. As stated above the spiritual gifts are given primarily for 2 purposes to evangelize and to edify.

2. Most churches emphasize one of these purposes above the other and the other is often partially or entirely neglected.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Jesus made it abundantly clear that a primary mission of the church is to evangelize a lost world and stated that it was His purpose for coming into the world.  Thus evangelization or soul winning is of paramount importance.

The uses of gifts (teaching, preaching, ministering, giving, etc.) are not a substitute for soul winning.  Churches get caught up forming organizations: choirs, Bible schools, missionary

groups, committees, etc. and are deceived that the use of their gifts is their main service for God. 
The machinery works beautifully and hell enlarges itself.  

Example:  Fire Dept.  Every fireman is hired for one purpose, i.e., to fight fires.  Many other duties must be cared for at the fire station; cleaning the building, doing the paper work, etc., but these duties are not substitutes for fire fighting.  Suppose there is a fire alarm.  A building is burning!  Someone signals to man the trucks.  On man, says: “I’m sorry, I can’t go.  I have to sweep the floors.  Everytime you guys come the building is a mess.  The rest of you go fight the fire - I’ll stay here and clean.”  Another says, “I can’t go either, I have to catch up on the paper work. Fires are messy and spectacular and I prefer the nice quiet atmosphere of the office - you go put out the fire and I’ll stay here and catch up on the paper work.”

The gifts are important, but we must never forget that our main job is to fulfill the Great Commission!
Some one says, soul winning is important, but God has given me a good voice and I must use it to glorify Him and edify the church members.  Nothing glorifies Him like winning the lost or builds up the church like soul winning!


B. Your Part:



1. Be Informed: (Study God’s Word concerning spiritual gifts.)



2. Be Yielded: (Make yourself available to God - Spirit-filled.)




3. Be Involved: (Get active in the local church and soul winning.)

CONCLUSION:  

Noses are just as important as ears or eyes or --!  You are important to the Lord and His work so He has given you a gift or gifts.  “WHICH GIFT(S) DO YOU HAVE?”  Are you using it (them) properly?  
“TALENTS TRANSFORMED”

TEXT: Exodus 31:1-6

INTRODUCTION:  

A. Perhaps you only have one gift of the Holy Spirit.  Does that proscribe the limits of your service for the Lord?  Maybe you have the gift of giving, or the gift of mercy or the gift of pastor-teacher - but it is the only identifiable gift of the Holy Spirit you have.  But what about using your natural talents and abilities for the Lord?  Maybe you have limited gifts but have several talents or natural abilities, which God could use.

B. What is the difference between a gift of the Spirit and some natural ability you possess?  A gift is something you do not have naturally and which the Holy Spirit directly and super
naturally equips you with.  A talent is something you were endowed with, which perhaps you have honed and trained and developed, e.g. a good voice, artistic talents, teaching ability, etc.  

C. When a person gets saved, he is to become a living sacrifice and dedicate and sanctify all he is and has to the Lord.  If you sang in a nightclub, you need to sanctify your voice and use it to sing God’s praises in church.  Perhaps you were an accountant, now you could help in the Lord’s work in this same field transforming you talents into something useful to the Lord.  A one-gift Christian may be a multi-talented person and use all of their talents as well as that one supernaturally bestowed gift for God’s glory.

I.  TALENTS AND SERVICE:    Exodus 31:1-6


A. Appointed By The Spirit:  “I have called by name...”  v.2



1. God always works with individuals and sovereignly calls them to serve Him.



2. God knows every one of His children by name!   “Bezaleel...Aholiab...”  v.2,6

ILLUSTRATION:  

An interesting sidelight to God’s choice here is that Bezaleel was from the tribe of Judah (the tribe of Christ) and Aholiab was from the tribe of Dan (possibly the tribe of the Antichrist).




a. God’s desire is that everyone be used in His work in some capacity.




b. The problem is not that God is not calling, it is that men are not responding!

ILLUSTRATION:  

We all know individuals who used to use their gifts and talents for the Lord but are now backslidden and have no interest or desire to serve Him.  Many believers have talents, which they refuse to use in His service.  The Church limps along because many just sit and soak while a few
surrender and serve!




c. Notice that Moses didn’t call these men...the Lord did the calling.




d. They were not appointed by a committee...it was a One-Person call to service.


B. Filled By The Spirit:  “I have filled him with the Spirit of God...”  v.3

1. Workman were not just appointed to a task, they were given the power to perform the task (“God’s appointment is His enabling”).

2. A talent is God-given (and in that limited sense a “gift”) but unless energized by the Holy Spirit, nothing much will be done for His glory.

ILLUSTRATION:  

A singer may have an excellent voice and never touch hearts.  Another Spirit-filled singer, with much less talent, can sing the same song and move folks tremendously.  Lester Roloff didn’t have what anyone would count as a great singing voice, but because he was Spirit filled, his singing touched hearts.

C. Equipped By The Spirit:  “in wisdom...understanding...knowledge...workmanship...” v.3

1. This verse suggests that the filling of the Spirit would give these men the equipment they would need to the fine workmanship God required for the building of the Tabernacle.

2. I do not believe that these men were supernaturally endowed with the special abilities or talents just for this purpose, but that the Holy Spirit would enhance their natural talents, so that as they yielded to Him, the product would be superior.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Notice that their talents would produce “cunning works” (skillful works) working in gold, silver, masonry work, carpentry, sewing the High Priestly garments, etc.
There is no hint here that these men were paid for their workmanship.  They were in the wilderness and didn’t need money, for one thing, but talented believers are to use their specialized talents and abilities for the Lord without always charging for all they do.  At the very least they ought to tithe their talents - don’t you think?

It is likely that these men oversaw the work as well as did much of it themselves.  Cf. 35:4,5ff  v.10, v.34,35




a. Everyone got involved in giving!  

NOTE: 

You don’t have to have the “gift of giving” to be able to give!  Everyone can give something. The people brought what they had.  Cloth, oil, jewelry, etc.  Not only did they bring “freewill offerings” of all they had, but they donated their workmanship as well.  The men did carpentry work, the ladies sewed (v.25)...whatever was needed and whatever they could do! Think how this would help the local church ministry if the same spirit prevailed today!

b. God has given everyone some talent or natural ability that could be channeled to 
the Lord’s work. 




c. We all need to allow Him to transform our talents into something He can use.

II.  SERVICE AND SACRIFICE:


A. Living Sacrifices:  Numbers 8:11

1. God’s original plan was to have the firstborn or eldest sons of all the tribes to act as priests, but because of Israel’s constant sins, he limited His choice to one tribe.  Ex. 13:1,2;  Num. 3:45



2. The tribe of Levi became the priestly tribe.



3. Out of this tribe the sons of Aaron became the High Priests, but that didn’t exclude 


others from being used.


B. Living Servants:  Numbers 4

1. The Gershonites were to care for the coverings, hangings and curtains of the Tabernacle.  v. 25,26

2. The Kohathites were to care for the furnishings of the Tabernacle.  v.30-32

3. The Merarites were to care for the boards, sockets, bars, pillars and vessels of the Tabernacle.  v.35-37

ILLUSTRATION:  

This was very menial, but very necessary service.  God had to kill 2 of the sons of Aaron because they wanted to thrust themselves into the more prominent position within the priesthood and usurp Moses authority.  Num. 3:3,4 Living servants are just as important as living sacrifices!  Everyone can’t be the leader.  Many must be content to serve in menial, but necessary places.  Someone has to clean the rest rooms, staff the nurseries and toddler rooms, so someone else can preach and teach.  Each has a place and when everyone is where he or she belongs, doing
what God intended the whole ministry functions smoothly.  But when all want to be teachers or preachers, then the entire ministry suffers.  Also, note the following Biblical warnings...

James 3:1

1
My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 

He. 13:17

17
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 

CONCLUSION:  

Why not have your “TALENTS TRANSFORMED” into that which the Lord can use?   Stops complaining that you don’t have any gifts and use what natural talents and abilities
God has given you, for His glory and in His service.  The Holy Spirit wants to use what you have now!

 “AS WISE AS GOD”

TEXT: Ephesians 5:17

INTRODUCTION:  

A. One of the questions I am asked most in the ministry is “How do I know the Lord’s will?”   If God desires that we know His will for our lives, surely He would not make it difficult for us.  In fact the subject of spiritual discernment is crucial to every believer yet seems to be one of the most elusive of traits for believers today.  Yet God’s Word says...

Eph. 5:17

17
 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

B. Most every believer knows of certain special chapters in the Bible, e.g., The Faith Chapter: He. 11; the Love Chapter: I Cor. 13; the Ten Commandments: Ex.20; the Resurrection Chapter: 1 Cor. 15; Jesus’ Resurrection: Mt. 28, Jn. 20, Mk. 16, Lk. 24; etc. but how many know the key chapters on the Holy Spirit?  (Jn. 16, Acts 2, I Cor. 2 - the latter chapter deals with the subject of spiritual discernment or being “AS WISE AS GOD.”

I.  TRY THE SPIRITS:  

1 John 4:1

1
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 


A. The Spirit of Man:

1 Cor. 2:11

11
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 



1. The spirit of man always exalts man.

ILLUSTRATION:  

All man-centered philosophies e.g., humanism, evolution, new ageism, hedonism, etc. exalt man and make him to be what he is not.   No human philosophical ideology speaks of man like the Bible, viz., and a depraved, wicked sinner in need of redemption.


B. The Spirit of The World:

1 Cor. 2:12

12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 


1. The spirit of the world is anti-God, anti-Bible, anti-Christ and anti-Christian.


2. The spirit of the world is the antithesis of all that is of the Lord.

3. Believers with the “spirit of the world” are worldly-minded and thus have a difficult time having spiritual discernment, or determining God’s will for their lives.


C. The Spirit of Error:

1 John 4:6

6
We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 


1. There are many “deceiving spirits” who attempt to lead Christians astray.

2. These are spirits of error who may get believers “off track” by getting them to do a good thing to keep them from doing the best thing.


D. The Spirit of Antichrist:

1 John 4:2-3

2
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 

3
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 


E. The Spirit of Truth: (The Holy Spirit)

John 16:13

13
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 



1. The Holy Spirit will reveal the future events detailed in God’s Word.



2. More practically, He, as the “Spirit of Truth” will lead believers into God’s will.

II. KNOW THE SPIRIT:

QUESTION:  

How can we distinguish the difference between God’s Spirit and these other spirits?  

How do we know if something is truly God’s will for us?!


A. Scriptural Agreement:

1. Since the Holy Spirit is the Author of God’s Word, He cannot lead a believer to do any thing contrary or inconsistent with the Bible.

a. Believers who neglect the study of God’s Word will have difficulty discerning God’s will!




b. If you know the Book, you will find it easier to know God’s will.

ILLUSTRATION:  

One young farmer boy decided it was God’s will for him to go to school to be a preacher.  When asked for evidence of his call he said “Well, as I was out plowing, I saw the letters GPC written in the sky, so I thought that must mean, “Go preach Christ.”  Someone who heard him preach a little later thought it meant “Go plow corn.”  Subjectivity should be replaced by sensitivity to the Holy Spirit and to God’s Word.

Most of the time I simply ask the Lord to control my mind as I decide upon subjects for sermons and lessons.  Sometimes He will lead me spectacularly, but usually not so.  When working on weekly deadlines for preaching/teaching I simply rely on His leading and make a decision trusting that He is in it.

Acts 15:28

28
For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 


B. Spiritual Unity:

Acts 2:1

1
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 



1. If there is disharmony, disunity and strife we may be sure it is not the Lord’s will.

QUOTE:  

D.L. Moody: “Strife is Satan’s strategy....I have never known the Spirit ...to work where the people are divided.”   What a rebuke to many churches and to us!  Let’s always recognize that without peace and harmony within the church there is little of the Spirit of God.


C. Christ Exalted:

John 15:26

26
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

John 16:14

14
He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

1. Any decision made, which does not ultimately glorify and exalt our Savior is not God’s will.

2. By this standard every church should measure its programs and every believer should judge his actions and decisions.

II. FOLLOW THE SPIRIT: 

Acts 8:29

29
 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

Acts 13:2

2
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 


A. Seek His Will: 



1. Get to know Him so well that you recognize His voice.



2. Fellowship with Him so much that you recognize His leading.


B. Yield To Him:



1. You must lose your will, before He will reveal His will.

ILLUSTRATION:  

What you desire is inconsequential if you are serious about knowing God’s will.  You have to honestly have no preference in the matter before you are fully yielded to His will.

2. As long as you have a desire in the matter, you cannot make an intelligent, spiritual decision.


C. Pray For Light:

1. That light will most usually come from God’s Word.  “The entrance of Thy words giveth light.”  Ps.119:130

2. When we abide in the Lord and walk with Him it is much easier for Him to reveal His will to us in prayer.

Ps. 37:4

4
Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

John 15:7

7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 


D. Trust by Faith: 

1. When the above steps are followed and no definite revelation of God’s will has come, simply step out in faith believing that God is leading and make the decision without doubt.

2. Simple trust that God desires what is best for you as His child pleases Him and you will not be led to do the wrong thing.

CONCLUSION:  

We can be “AS WISE AS GOD” by trusting Him to guide us into all truth and revealing to us His perfect will.

Rom.  8:27-28

27
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

“BEYOND COMMON SENSE”

TEXT: 1 Chronicles 12:32a

INTRODUCTION:  

A. The Bible says that in the time of David’s reign over Israel that the sons of Issachar “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.”  One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to impart supernatural wisdom and understanding or discernment to the believer.  It is something “BEYOND COMMON SENSE.”

B. The dictionary definition of discernment says it includes “acuteness of judgment, perceiving differences, having insight, the ability to make a distinction between good and evil.”  When the Holy Spirit indwells a believer He wants to impart something more; He give a supernatural ability to make distinctions, etc.  He expects us to use good judgment and to exercise common sense in our evaluations of circumstances and experiences, but the ability He imparts is “BEYOND COMMON SENSE” and enables a believer to see things under new conditions and with a spiritual perception not possible to the unsaved...

I.  THE ESSENCE OF SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT:


A. The Ability To See Life From God’s Perspective:

Col. 1:9-10

9
For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

10
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

1. The believer is to view life, with all its values and choices, from a Bible-centered, God-centered point of view.

2. This kind of discernment will affect not only our behavior and choices, but also our feelings, thoughts and decisions.

QUOTE:  

Dr. Robert Gromacki:  “We must not be ostriches, with our heads in the sand; rather, we must be eagles with extraordinary spiritual vision.”  The dictionary equates human discernment with age and the same holds true of spiritual discernment.  Just getting saved doesn’t provide a believer with all the discernment he will need
to make right choices and decisions.  That takes time and growth and a desire to find and do God’s will.


B. The Ability To Be Led By The Holy Spirit:

Rom. 8:14

14
   For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

1 Cor. 2:10-13

10
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, and the deep things of God. 

11
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

1 Cor. 2:15

15
  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

1. Only someone indwelt by the Spirit, can know the mind of the Spirit and the will of God.

2. The believer must desire to know and do the will of God.

NOTE: 

The believer alone has an “instruction manual” called the Bible, which enables him to discern God’s, will apart from mere “common sense.”  Believers have the opportunity and the ability to measure life and its decisions against the absolute standard of revealed truth.


C. The Ability To Apply Common Sense In Experiences:

1.  We gain practice in making good and bad decisions through practical experiences. 

2.   It takes time, experience, study, research, counsel, logic and maturity to be able to sense
God’s direction.

3.  Testing, trials, opposition and criticism are also a part of the “school of hard knocks” which sharpen our spiritual discernment.

1 Pet. 1:6-7

6
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 

7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 


D. The Ability To Become Intellectually Critical Without Becoming Emotionally Critical:

1. We need to learn to be able to make critical decisions about men, movements and the activities and doctrine of others without becoming emotionally or doctrinally unstable.

ILLUSTRATION:  

In my course on Separation the guideline I set for the students was that while our POSITION is important, so is our DISPOSITION.  We need to stand up for the truth but must be careful that we don't develop a wrong attitude towards those who err.  Someone correctly stated: “People quarrel because they do not know how to argue.”  Nothing is more frustrating than to logically point out an error and have someone respond emotionally.  

2. Christ rebuked the religious leaders of Israel because they failed to discern the signs of their times, because of their prejudice toward Him (they lost objectivity).

Matt. 16:1-4

1
The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. 

2
He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. 

3
And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 

4
A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed. 


E. The Ability To Hold Yourself To The Same Standard As Others:

Matt.7:1-2

1
Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

2
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 



1. We should not have a lower standard for ourselves than we do for others.



2. Self-examination should precede any “righteous judgment” of others.

John 7:24

24
  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

II. THE EXTENT OF SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT:


A. Discernment between Truth and Error:  

1 John 4:1

1
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

1.  We must not be naive nor gullible, but examine all the doctrinal statements and claims from any man or ministry

2. All statements in teaching or preaching must be evaluated against the absolute standard of the inspired, preserved Word of God.


B. Discernment between Right and Wrong:  

Is. 5:20

20
 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 



1. Spiritual discernment and biblical purity must overrule political correctness.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Today we are asked to accept homosexuality, lesbianism, adultery, abortion and even euthanasia as simply personal choices.  There is no morality or immorality involved.  God’s Word clearly states that these are simply sinful choices not amoral decisions.

2. Ethical relativism, situation ethics and political correctness dictate the morality of decisions for the unsaved.

3. Hollywood and Madison Ave. pressure us to accept life as a situation comedy, full of sexual lust and without moral accountability.

4. Spiritual discernment demands that ethics be evaluated on the basis of an absolute standard, not constantly changing societal values.

Eph. 5:11

11
 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

1 Thes. 5:21-22

21
 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  Abstain from all appearance of evil.


C. Discernment between The Good and The Best:

Phil.1:10

10
That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ; 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Often we have several choices presented to us.  Should I accept this job or position or another that pays more money?  Should I stay here or move where my company decides?  Should I take a church in Iowa or Pennsylvania?  The Bible doesn’t give specific answers. In the booklet “Principles for Decision Making” the authors, Friesen and Maxon give 4 principles toward a biblical approach:

1. Obedience to God’s moral will revealed in the Scriptures.

2. Freedom where believers are free and responsible to choose a course of action within the moral will of God.  Ex: Homosexuality is always wrong, etc.

3. Wise decisions based on the Bible, research, logic, counsel, and experience.

4. Humility and submission to God’s sovereign will, even if it overrules the individuals understanding of the situation.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Paul gave counsel to virgins and widows re: marriage in a time of church persecution and stated that either staying single or marrying was acceptable and within the overall will of God and that common sense and circumstances should enter into the decision.


D. Discernment between Liberty and License:

1 Cor. 6:12

12
All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 



1. Everything we do must be done to the glory of God.

2. We must be careful that our choices do not hinder others growth or cause them to stumble.



3. We need to be careful not to offend other, weaker brothers or even the unsaved.

1 Cor.10:32

32
Give none offense, neither to the (unsaved) Jews, nor to the (lost) Gentiles, nor to the church of God (saved Jews and Gentiles).

NOTE:  

This doesn’t mean that we must submit to the pressure of those who would impose their preferences on us, passing them off as moral mandates.  We must govern our lives and decisions upon the standard of God’s Word and God’s grace, not upon the standard of man-made laws
or restrictions.

CONCLUSION:  

How do you apply these biblical guidelines in decision-making, deciding God’s will, in making moral choices?  Do you have “understanding (as to) what the will of the Lord is?”  (Eph. 5:17)  We can’t only rely on our judgment or simple common sense as believers. We need to have something “BEYOND COMMON SENSE.” 

NOTE: 

Grateful acknowledgment is given to Dr. Robert. Gromacki of Cedarville College for much of the substance of this message on discernment taken from his article “What is Biblical Discernment?” in the Cedarville Torch magazine, May 1996.

“HURTING YOUR CLOSEST FRIEND”

TEXT: Matthew 12:22-32

INTRODUCTION:  

A. The old popular song title: “You Always Hurt The One You Love” could apply to the message tonight, since it deals with “HURTING YOUR CLOSEST FRIEND” the Holy Spirit.  Whenever there is a very close relationship between two people the chances increase for a breach in that fellowship.

B. Since the Holy Spirit is a Person and since He lives within every believer there is a very real potential of hurting Him.  But believers are not the only ones who can sin against the Holy Spirit, unbelievers may do so also.  Let’s examine what the Bible catalogs as sins against Him...

I.  BLASPHEMING THE SPIRIT:  


A. The Context Of The Sin:  

1. Jesus had healed a demon-possessed man and this demonstration of His power led to two responses by the observers:

ILLUSTRATION:  

The name Beelzebub, means “Lord of the Flies” suggesting that demons may be very small, winged, loathsome creatures.  (Remember that one man had a legion of demons inside him.  A “legion” of Roman soldiers was between 2000 and 3000 men!)




a. The people confessed that He was the Messiah, the “son of David.”  v.23

b. The Pharisees immediately tried to discredit Him and said that He was in league with the devil.   v.24

2. Jesus answered that it would be foolish for Satan to destroy his own kingdom. v.25,26


B. The Character Of The Sin:



1. A sin against a Divine Person:  v.32

2. A sin in a definite situation, attributing to Satan the works of God - during Jesus’ earthly ministry

3. A sin of dire consequences: in the light of the full blaze of Divine revelation in the Person and works of Christ they deliberately turned their backs on Him and thus became unforgivable.  v.31

ILLUSTRATION:  

Sin is always more serious than we realize.  While we cannot commit the sin of blaspheming the Spirit, all sin is to be considered serious, whether by the lost or the saved.

II.  RESISTING THE SPIRIT:  

Acts 7:51

51 Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 


A. The Spirit Speaking:



1. Spirit-filled preaching places a burden on the hearers!

2. Stephen preached the Word of God and made the application to the Savior and said Israel had become His betrayers and murderers.  v.52  (Talk about pointed preaching!)


B. The Spirit Spurned:



1. The hearers reacted violently to his message, confirming his conclusion.  v.51



2. Resistance to the Word of God produces hardness of heart.

ILLUSTRATION:  

While the passage deals with unsaved, do you think it is possible for believers to resist the Word of God and thus “resist the Holy Ghost?”

III.  LYING TO THE SPIRIT:  

Acts 5:3-4

3
 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 

4
 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 


A. The Practice Of Pretense:

1. Ananias and Sapphira were impressed with the generosity of Barnabas and they wanted to also bring a large gift to the church, but did so with a different spirit.

ILLUSTRATION:  

They may have been motivated by a desire for recognition or fame. Perhaps they started out with good intentions.  But then what they earmarked for God they kept for themselves!  They had profaned a promise!
Whatever you decide to do for God - you had better not take back!  Lying to the Spirit brings dire consequences.  God has not changed even though His actions toward us in this age have changed - at least with the time element!



2. Perhaps they just wanted others to think they were spiritual!

ILLUSTRATION:  

Sometimes we too are great pretenders!  We perform certain outward tasks, which may give the appearance of spirituality, but in our heart where only God can see, we are lying to the Spirit.  We need to rip the masks, costumes and cover-ups off our true character because God desires truth in the inward parts.

Ps. 51:6

6
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 


B. The Price Of Pretense:

1. God’s dealing with this hypocrisy in such a dramatic way made a deep impression on the early church.  v.11



2. Persistent sin and rebellion and hypocrisy may lead to an early death, even today.

1 John 5:16

16
If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 

III. QUENCHING THE SPIRIT:


A. The Admonition:

1 Thes. 5:19
Quench not the Spirit. 


B. The Areas:

1. The context suggests some areas where we may quench (extinguish, suffocate) the Spirit.




a. In praise:  v.16

ILLUSTRATION:  

We tend to focus on the problems of life instead of looking for areas to praise the Lord for the blessings He has bestowed upon us. We zero in on the problems and pressures and fail to take time for praise and prayer.




b. In prayer:  v.17





1) The Spirit prompts us to pray and we ignore His promptings.

2) Instead of praying for His assistance, we try to minister in our own strength, or deal with the problems ourselves.




c. In obedience:  v.20

NOTE:  

A “prophet” expressed the mind of God and the will of God.  To reject a prophet or despise the preacher was to reject a divine message and thus stifle the Spirit’s ministry.

IV.  GRIEVING THE SPIRIT:

Eph. 4:30

30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 


A. The Dirty Dozen:

ILLUSTRATION:  

In v.25-31 we have a lengthy list of sins which grieve the indwelling Holy Spirit.  These sins are those which infect and affect others.  Several of these sins are sins of the lips, such as lying, corrupt communication, clamour, and evil speaking.  We are prone to gossip, backbiting and even simply commenting on the weaknesses and failures of others as well as pass judgment and criticize (not to mention profanity and vulgarity).  Talebearing is another sin of the lips, which must grieve the Holy Spirit.  


B. The Triumphant Three:  v.32

CONCLUSION: 

“HURTING YOUR CLOSEST FRIEND” - The Holy Spirit is so easy and yet it is one of the areas we are perhaps least sensitive to.  Since He is a Person, He is easily hurt. May we become more sensitive to Him and His constant presence in our lives.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Before wrapping up this message, I had to personally get back on track with the Holy Spirit.  I was hurrying to beat the clock to get this message done and the phone wouldn’t stop ringing, and the computer was demon-possessed, the neighbors dog wouldn’t stop barking, the rabbits were threatening my garden and my printer wouldn’t print the message.  I got (understandably!?) angry and had to confess my sin!  What about you?!  

“WHEN GOD BREATHED...”

TEXT:  Psalm 33:6

INTRODUCTION:  

A. Since God is alive He has breath, i.e., He “breathes.”  His breath or “wind” is called the Holy Spirit.  As we are a tripartite being or a Trinity (body, soul, and spirit), so God is a Trinity (Father, Son, and Spirit).  The Father corresponds to the soul, the Son to the body and the Spirit to the spirit in man. The breath of God or the Spirit of God is connected with 3 major works of God, which we will attempt to examine today.

John 20:22

22
 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

B. The word translated “spirit” in Hebrew (OLD TESTAMENT) is “ruach” (literally “wind” or “breath”).  When speaking of the Holy Spirit in John 3:8 Jesus likens Him to the wind.  Wind speaks of His power and “breath” speaks of His life. The Greek (NEW TESTAMENT) word is “pneuma” and also can be translated “wind” or “breath.”  When God blows or breathes, things happen and we want to deal with three of those things today...

I.   WHEN GOD BREATHED, THE WORLD WAS CREATED:

Ps. 33:6 

6
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 


A. The Creator:

NOTE:  

The usual reference to creation is attributed to the Father, redemption to the Son and salvation to the Spirit, but in every Divine act all members of the Godhead are active; the Father is the 
Author, the Son the Executor, and the Spirit the Energizer.



1. “Created” here is (He.) “bara”; speaking of creation out of nothing.

2. “Renewest” may speak of the renewal of nature demonstrated in the sustenance of life in the seasons of the year.


B. The Energizer:  

Gen. 1:1-2

1
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

QUOTE:   

“The word ‘moved’ signifies a gentle motion like a dove over her nest, to communicate vital heat to her eggs, or to cherish its young.  Without Him (the Spirit), all was a dead sea, a  rude chaos, a confused heap covered with darkness...”

1. The word “God” in v.1 is the He. “Elohim” is the technical word for the Godhead and the “im” ending gives it plurality.

         
2. In v.2 the Spirit of God is specifically related to the creation.

QUOTE:  

Henry Morris: “Then the ‘Spirit’ (breath, “ruach”) of ‘God’ (Elohim) proceeded to move upon the face of the waters’ (literally, ‘vibrate in the presence of the waters’).  Waves of gravitational energy and waves of electromagnetic energy began to pulse forth from the great ‘Breath’ of God, the Prime Mover of the universe.  The unformed ‘earth’ material as well as the ‘waters’ permeating it quickly coalesced into spherical form under the new force of gravity and the first material body (Planet Earth) had been formed at a point in space.”


C. The Designer:

Is. 40:12-14

12
Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? 

13
Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counselor hath taught him? 

14
With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? 

Job 26:13

13
By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 

II. WHEN GOD BREATHED THE WORD WAS COMMUNICATED:


A. He Inspired or “Breathed” the Scriptures:

2 Tim. 3:16

16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

1. The Holy Spirit created the world and communicated the Word, i.e., he “breathed” out the Scriptures.

2. The term “inspired” here cannot be divorced from its context and the “Holy Scriptures” in v.15 and the “Scripture” must be one and the same and assuredly those “Scriptures in v.15 were not the “original autographs”!!!

ILLUSTRATION:  

The Scriptures Timothy had were NOT the “originals” but were in fact writings which were “God breathed” (context!), more than 1500 years after Moses wrote the Pen-teteuch!  They were obviously copies or translations.  Timothy was the son of a Greek father and a Hebrew mother, so they could have been either Greek or Hebrew.

3. In fact the word “Scripture” in the Bible is never a reference to the “originals.”

4. What God breathed or inspired was “words” (graphe), not men!

5. Obviously men were the vehicles of inspiration, but the innerancy and infallibility of the Bible comes not from sinful men, but from the Holy Spirit of God breathing out the words of God.

2 Pet. 1:21

21
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

III. WHEN GOD BREATHED WE WERE CONCEIVED:


A. God’s Breath Gave Life to Adam:

Gen. 2:7


7
And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 


B. God’s Breath Gives Life To All:

Job 33:4

4
The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. 



1.  There is apparently a sense in which the Holy Spirit directly gives us life.

2. At conception a new life begins, a “quickening”: that indescribable essence we call human life.

3. The human soul/spirit is the source of our life, the body is the container within which they are encased.

ILLUSTRATION:  

The Psalmist exclaimed, “we are fearfully and wonderfully made (not evolved)!”  The study of human anatomy is a fascinating study indeed (and that is only the “container” of our life given to us by God).  The complexity of our bodies is astounding.  It is so complex that it takes an army of “specialists” to care for breakdowns; we have eye doctors, heart doctors, muscle and ligament specialists, ear doctors, kidney specialists, etc. 

Example: Article: “Your Internal Superhighway”.  Each body contains about 60,000 MILES (!) of blood vessels - “enough to stretch from NYC to San Francisco 23 times”!

CONCLUSION:  

Your life, this universe and God’s Word are all the product of “God’s breath”!  We are alive physically because of The Holy Spirit.  We are on this planet because of the Holy Spirit and if we are alive spiritually, it is because of a supernatural Book breathed out by the Holy Spirit and a special and supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. 

 “FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (THE SPIRIT)”

TEXT: Romans 15:30

INTRODUCTION:  

A. God is a Spirit, the Holy Spirit is God.  God is love, so the Holy Spirit is love.  And the love of God the Spirit is the biblical teaching we want to explore in this message/lesson.

B. The three words: “God is love” may well be the most sublime words ever penned.

ILLUSTRATION:  

D.L. Moody so wanted everyone to know this wonderful truth that he had those words put into gaslights over his pulpit.  He was fearful that some day, some preacher might stand in his pulpit and forget to tell the people that God is love.  Whether or not the preacher told the people this truth, the words burned in fire over the preacher’s head.  One night a drunk stumbled into the church while Moody was preaching and saw those words.  He said, “It’s not true, if God were love, He would love me and God does not love a miserable wretch like me.”  

But all the time those words were not just burning over the pulpit, but in the drunk’s heart.  He left the church, but soon returned.  Moody saw him sitting in the corner and went to him and saw the tears in his eyes.  “What are you crying about, my friend?  What was it in my sermon that touched you?”  “There was nothing in your sermon that touched me,” the man said, “I didn’t hear a word of your sermon.”  “Then what touched you?” asked Moody.  “That sentence,” the man said as he pointed to the words in fire “God is love” over the pulpit.  Moody opened his Bible and showed the man how God loved him and he accepted Christ that night.

C. There was a time when your parents commenced to love you and there was a time when I commenced to love my wife and my children.  But there never was a time when God commenced to love us.  God has loved us ever since He was God and He has been God from all eternity.  He says: “I have loved thee with an everlasting love...”Jer. 31:3

I.  THE HOLY SPIRIT IS LOVE:  


A. Man’s Love Is Naturally Selfish:



1. We do not love without expecting something out of it for us.



2. Every human relationship is basically selfish, i.e., it gratifies some need we have.


B. God’s Love Is Supernaturally Unselfish:



1. Because of Who He is He needs nothing from us.



2. God’s love is a giving love only, “God so loved that He gave...”

ILLUSTRATION:  

It is true that God wants us to love Him in return and even to serve Him, but it is not a prerequisite to His love.  

Rom. 5:8

8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 


C. God’s Love Is Multi-Dimensional:

Eph. 3:17-19

17
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18
May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

19 
And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 



1. It is broad:  “God so loved the WORLD...that WHOSOEVER will may come...”

2. It is long: It is not merely as long as a dispensation, or a decade or a generation - it is as
long as eternity - God loved us, yet uncreated.  (Jesus was the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world.

3. It is deep: Jesus is able to “save to the uttermost those who come unto God by Him.”

4. It is high: It is as high as the heavens, but we need not go higher than Mt. Calvary to partake of it; it reaches to the highest heights of the most intellectual and down to the lowest dregs of society!

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IMPARTS HIS LOVE:  

Rom. 5:5

5
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 


A. Commandment #1:  Love God

1 John 4:19

19
We love him, because he first loved us. 


B. Commandment #2: Love Others



1. The Holy Spirit imparts His love for souls to us.

ILLUSTRATION:  

It is true that men may naturally have some measure of philanthropy and humanitarianism but only the believer can truly love the unlovely and long to see even his enemies saved.



2. The Holy Spirit imparts His love for service to us.

Acts 27:23

23
For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 

Rom. 1:9

9
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; 

2 Tim. 1:3

3
I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day; 

a. The presence of the love of God in our hearts will lead us into a reasonable service for Him.

b. We seem to witnessing a restraining instead of a constraining in service for the Lord in our day. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Church members are willing today to sit back and let someone else do the work. There is also an attitude that says, “I use my talents in the church...I sing or play an instrument, etc.”  But that is only service in a limited sense.  God has also given you gifts and has told us the type of service He expects.  That is our “reasonable service.”



3. The Holy Spirit imparts His love for sacrifice to us.

John  15:13

13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 




a. Since time is life, we need to do what is implied in the above passage.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Suppose you have had a Christian friend all your life but he or she never shared the Gospel message of God’s love for your soul with you?  Is that love?  To let you die and go to hell?  How about your friends, neighbors, and coworkers?

b. Paul was our example; he turned from a hater of believers to a lover of even his enemies.

III. THE HOLY SPIRIT AND LOVE: 

1 Cor. 3:16-17

16
 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17
 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

2 Cor. 6:16

16
And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 


A. One with the Spirit:



1. We are united to the Spirit of God when we are saved; He indwells us.



2. It is very similar to a marriage union where two become one.


B. One Flesh:

ILLUSTRATION:  

When we love someone and are bound to that one, he or she should be our first priority.  We need to be true to that one at all costs.  The whole picture of the indwelling Spirit of God is instructive for us in choosing a mate and our fidelity to that one person.

1. In the Temple, the high priest alone could enter the Holy of Holies.

2. No one could look within the Holy of Holies, except one man (so it should be with your ‘one flesh’ partner).

3. God chose that one man (so God should chose your ‘one flesh’ partner).

4. Only one man was allowed to touch the furnishings of the Holy of Holies.  So too should only one person should be allowed to touch your sacred body, the temple of God.

ILLUSTRATION:  

We know what happened to one man who dared to violate this principle.  His name was Uzzah.

CONCLUSION:  

“FOR THE LOVE OF GOD (THE HOLY SPIRIT)” we should keep our selves clean for Him, and reach out to others as well as to imitate God’s supernatural love in our lives.  Yes, God is love...the Holy Spirit is God...so the Holy Spirit is love.  All we can say of God the Father and God the Son can be said of God the Spirit.  Let’s fall in love with Him and let’s love others through Him.

“GET READY, GET SET...”

TEXT: Romans 8:23

INTRODUCTION:  

A. It was an absolutely frigid day as we drove to JFK airport in NYC to board our plane for the Holy Land in March 1976.  When we landed in Tel Aviv the next day.  We stepped out into the sunlight and 85 degree temperatures...but we were dressed for 20-degree temperatures.

We must have looked odd to the people in Israel.  Since most of us had never been to Israel we were not prepared for the weather there.  We boarded the plane for Israel, anticipated the arrival in Israel, but we were not prepared for Israel.  So it is with many believers.  We are bound for heaven, but we are not prepared for heaven.  That is the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives.

B. He is trying to get us ready for our arrival and ultimately will deliver us safely to glory. We are anticipating and longing for our final destination and may or may not be excited about our arrival there...that depends on our yieldedness to the Holy Spirit and what He is trying to do to prepare us for heaven.  Surely some of us will look odd to the citizens of heaven when we arrive there.

ILLUSTRATION:  

There are some Christians who look like Christians and some who don’t.  Just as a separated saint looks odd to the world, the unseparated saint looks odd in the company of those who are separated.  Example:  Every eye was fixed on the blond who waltzed down this center aisle
on a Wednesday night in a super-mini skirt.  She claimed to be saved, but she sure seemed out of
place.  She wasn’t properly prepared for a church service, to say the least.  Some in this room
are not properly prepared for heaven, but if we cooperate with the Holy Spirit, we can be.

I.  GETTING READY FOR GLORY:    


A. We Are Being Prepared:  

2  Cor. 3:18

18
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

1. One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is that of sanctification or “setting apart for
 special use.”

2. Every believer has been set apart or sanctified in the sense that he is set apart for heaven.

3. Every believer is being set apart or sanctified in the sense that the Holy Spirit is attempting to mold him into the image of Christ.

a. Our degree of yieldedness or cooperation with the Spirit determines our degree of sanctification.

SONG:  

“He’s still working on me...To make me what I ought to be, it took Him just a week to make the moon and the stars...the sun and the earth and Jupiter and Mars.  How loving and patient He must be, He’s still working on me!”

b. Our desires, ambitions, goals and interests determine our Christ likeness or lack of it.


B. We Are Being Conformed:  

Rom. 8:29

29
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

1. This conforming process is gradual, like an artist painting a picture who daily adds a little more and a little more.

2. But every believer is predestined to ultimately be like Christ, the question is, when does this happen?  When will we be completely conformed?

II. GOING TO GLORY: 


A. The Doorway of Death:

1. Most believers think that upon death we will suddenly be transformed into the image of our Savior.

2. While the saints in heaven do not sin, they are nonetheless not completely conformed.




a. A believer who doesn’t praise the Lord on earth will not suddenly start shouting 



praises to God because he has changed addresses.

b. A Christian who didn’t enjoy Bible reading on earth will not enjoy heaven as much as one who loved the Word of God and spent time with it.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Two people go to a baseball game.  One understands the game and one doesn’t.  Both paid the same, sit side by side.  But one enjoys the game more than the other.  The one who knows the rules, understands all the plays, etc. will obviously enjoy the game more.

Two Christians go to heaven side by side.  One knows the Bible, the other doesn’t.  Who will enjoy heaven more?  One is prepared and the other unprepared.  “Prepare to meet thy God...”  Amos 4:12

3.  Death only delivers us to heaven it doesn’t prepare us to go there nor to enjoy it.

4. The doorway of death is just that - an opening into heaven for the believer - it doesn’t change who we are, only the form of our existence and our location.


B. The Reformation At The Rapture:

1 Thes. 3:13

13
To the end he may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 

1 John 3:2

2
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 



1. It is at the rapture that we will be changed into His image...not at death.

2. It is when we shall see Him as He is that we will finally be like Him and completely conformed to His image.

III. GETTING GOD’S GLORY:


A. Adulthood Achieved:

Rom. 8:23

23
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

The word “adoption” means “adulthood,” thus we only reach adulthood at the Rapture, when we receive our new bodies.  The Romans had a ceremony for male children called “adoption.”  The boy wore a coat that showed he was a minor.  This was worn until he was officially recognized as an adult.

On that day he was given another coat signifying his adult status.  His father would take him to the Bema (a public platform - translated “Judgment Seat” in Script.).  He would stand with his son before the citizens of the town and say “Thou art my son,” and then “Son, inherit my
wealth.”  Then he would remove his coat of childhood and replace it with a coat of adulthood.  The
day of his adoption had come.


B. Adoption Completed:

1. One day every believer will also come to the Bema (Judgment Seat) and receive his coat of adulthood, his glorified body.

2. It is at the rapture, not death that this occurs; believers in heaven as well as those on earth must await our adoption, “to wit, the redemption of our body.”


C. Inheritance Finalized:

1. It is also at the Bema (Judgment Seat) that our inheritance is finalized and we truly become “joint heirs” with Christ.

Rom. 8:32

32
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

Rom. 8:16-17

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

2. Jesus has been given all the nations and the uttermost parts of the earth for His inheritance (Ps. 2:8) and since He is the Creator is “appointed heir of all things” (Heb.1:2) and we will share in His inheritance.

CONCLUSION:  

The Spirit’s present ministry is to prepare us for heaven by conforming us into Jesus’ likeness. This ministry will be finalized when we are raptured. “GET READY, GETSET...” for we are just about ready to “GO!”

 “PAYING THE PRICE FOR POWER”

TEXT: Luke 11:9-13

THESIS:  To show the price for God’s power as well as it’s rewards.

INTRODUCTION:  

A. No doubt the greatest need in the church and in the lives of individual believers today in the Laodicean period is the power of the Holy Ghost.  According to the promise of the Savior when the church age began, believers were to “receive power after that the Holy Ghost (would come upon them)...”  God has not forgotten His promise, but as with all power - there is a price!

ILLUSTRATION:  

Atomic power comes at the expenditure of tremendous heat loss from radioactive fuel.  Electric power comes from the lost energy of fossil fuels, water or solar radiation.  Your car runs on fuel, which must give up its energy.  And spiritual power also costs something... often that which Christians are reluctant to give up!

B. Let’s examine both the cost and the dividends of spiritual power in this message   

entitled “PAYING THE PRICE FOR POWER”...

I.   THE PURCHASE OF POWER MAY COST:


A. Your Time:  “Ask...seek...knock...” v.9



1. The indwelling of the Spirit is free...filling costs.

ILLUSTRATION:  

When you come to church to be ministered to, what you get is free.  When you go out to minister to others, it may cost you - time, gas money, effort, energy, knowledge, etc.  When your son ate at your table it was free to him.  But when he wanted to feed his girlfriend on a date it cost him (and you!).  When you eat spiritually, it is free - when you want to feed others it costs!

3. With indwelling, baptism, sealing, etc. we are passive - with filling we must be 

active.

John. 7:37

37
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

Is. 44:3

3 For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Savonarola, great man of God of the past, realizing he was powerless, refused to preach until he had the power of God upon him.  He sat for 5 hours and when he had God’s fullness, he got up and preached!  Power costs!  It may cost our time!


B. Your Sin:  

Eph. 5:18

18  
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Someone told a famous preacher about a congregation that had disciplined a deacon for being drunk.  The preacher asked: “What would you do with a deacon who was not Spirit filled?”

Both things are mentioned in the same verse!  Both commands are in the imperative, so in effect a Christian has committed just as much sin against God as if he had gone out and gotten drunk!

Joshua 3:5

5
And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Israel was standing at the brink of the Jordan River - across that river were their enemies.  Joshua is saying that before God will give power over their enemies they must cleanse themselves!


C. Your Friends (and Family):

1. You must eliminate negative influences from your life in order to have God’s power.



2.  If those influences are friends or family members, fellowship must be broken.


D. Your Health:

2 Cor. 12:10

10
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Pastor Dan Paar had the greatest years in his ministry after his cancer attack.  The weaker he got physically, the stronger he became spiritually and the more the Lord used him.


E. Your Life:

ILLUSTRATION:  

Samson’s greatest act of strength against God’s enemies came when he pulled the temple of Dagon down on them - and on himself!  All his life he was strong physically and weak spiritually.  But when he was weakest physically he became strong spiritually and God allowed him to be used one last time - but it cost him his life!

Judges 16:30

30
And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. 

ILLUSTRATION:  

The Apostles were mightily used of the Lord, but it cost every one of them their life!  

Acts 20:24

24 
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

II.  THE POWER OF GOD COSTS - BUT IT ALSO PAYS!


A. You Gain Favor With God:

1. Powerless Peter before Pentecost became Powerful Peter when the Holy Ghost came upon him.

2. One of the benefits of Spirit fullness is that you “have the mind of the Spirit” and thus can discern God’s will for your life.

1 Cor. 2:9-12

9    But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

11
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 


B. You Gain Power In Prayer:

13
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 


C. You Gain Power With Men:



1. We are not reservoirs but channels!



2. When we are filled we overflow!

John 4:14

14
But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

John 7:37-39

37
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 

38
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

39a   (But this spake he of the Spirit...)

Acts 4:31

31   And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 

Acts 1:8



8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 



3. The purpose and result of Spirit fullness is always witnessing!


D. You Gain Victory In Life:

Acts 20:22-24

22
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 

23
Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 

24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

CONCLUSION:  

If you are not filled with the Holy Ghost and power, there is only one of 3 things wrong:


1. You are not asking for God to fill you with the Holy Ghost.


2. You are not yielding to the Holy Ghost in your life.

3. You are not willing to pay the price!  In spite of the benefits!  Are you willing to 

“PAY THE
PRICE FOR POWER?
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