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   HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME SAM
C.L. – Home

“HOW TO HAVE A BIT OF HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME”
TEXT:  Deut. 11:18-21

THESIS:  To reveal principles to install heavenly principles into your earthly home.

INTRO.:  A.  Jesus taught His disciples to pray:  “…Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”  God’s instructions through Moses to Israel are found in our text and conclude with the words “heaven upon earth.”   It is obvious that God doesn’t want us to wait till we die to experience a little bit of heaven.  He wants us to incorporate heavenly principles into our earthly home.

              B.  Many “Christian” homes are that in name only.  In reality, instead of being a “bit of heaven on earth,” they are more like a bit of hell on earth!  The devil has successfully infiltrated Christian homes so that instead of godly principles or heavenly principles being operative, there is utter chaos.  Instead of God’s order there is a satanic philosophy which drives decisions.  Instead of families following the Bible and godly counsel, they follow the world’s lifestyle and ungodly counsel.  They don’t want God’s will, they want their will to be done!  TV and Hollywood and their immoral lifestyles, dress styles & music pervade homes where Christians live instead of the foundational principles of the Bible and godly wisdom & peace.   
               C.  In order to find out “HOW TO HAVE A BIT OF HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME” you need to know how things operate in heaven.  What are heavenly principles which can be injected and introduced into our earthly homes?

_(_   I.   GET YOUR FAMILY SAVED:

A.  Everyone In Heaven Is Saved!



1.  God designed wives and children to follow male leadership & control.



2.  Thus it is the husbands responsibility to take the spiritual leadership in the home.

ILLUS.:  You say “Well, I can’t make my wife or children get saved.”  True, but they will follow godly leadership.  Do you lead in family devotions?  Family decisions?  If you are saved and living for God it will have a positive impact on the family.  When the Philippian jailer said “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  They said “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”   If the man of the house gets saved & lives for God, God will use that to save the other family members.

          Every man has the resp. for his household.  If you don’t believe that, check & see who God blamed in Eden.  Eve sinned first, but in Romans 5:12 God says “Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world…”



a.  You can’t have a “bit of heaven on earth” if half the crowd in your home is lost!

               b.  Ladies, if your husband is unsaved you need to get submissive, live godly, and by 

                    your “chaste conversation…without the Word (no preaching!)” get him saved!




c.  The husband bears the responsibility, the wife shares the responsibility.


B.  Everyone In Heaven Loves Pleasing God!



1.  There is no better way to have a bit of heaven on earth than to “delight yourself in the
               Lord” so He will give you the desires of your heart.



2.  In heaven God has no trouble having folks please Him, because they all know Him so 
               well, and delight to be a blessing to Him!  May it be so at your house too.

(Can you place a check mark before this principle?)
_(_  II.  MAKE GOD’S WORD & WILL YOUR AUTHORITY:

A.   Exalt God’s Word As It Is In Heaven:

Psalms 138:2
I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

Psalms 119:89
For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.


1.  Make God’s Word, not the counsel of the ungodly, your authority.

          2.  Settle on God’s Word as the “last word” on any subject.
          3.  Make preaching paramount in your life.

ILLUS.:  God has given preachers as gifts to His Church.  They are there to preach & teach the Word.  They are not there to “Lord it over God’s heritage” but are given to “rule over” (i.e., exercise biblical authority over) the Church.  You need to listen to them, their wisdom, their counsel and follow them as they follow Christ!   (I worry about those who fail to seek the counsel of their pastor over important decisions.)

B.  Do God’s Will As It Is Done In Heaven:

Matthew 6:10
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

ILLUS.:  No one in heaven questions the will of God.  The Seraphim, the Cherubim, the arch-angels, the angels, and the saved in glory, all simply say “Yes, Lord, thy servant heareth…” and do His will.  To have “A BIT OF HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME”  you need to develop the same response.



1.  Establish God’s Order in your home:  husband, wife, children.



2.  Establish righteousness and holiness, not worldly lifestyles & philosophies as your

               guide in all things.

ILLUS.:  In many instances there is more hell than heaven in Christian homes.  There is more devil than God.  There is more sin than righteousness.  More Hollywood than Bible.  More carnality than holiness.  More YOUR will than GOD’S will.   Which is it that characterizes YOUR home?!

_(_   III.  PRAISE & SERVE THE LORD:
Psalms 69:34
Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything that moveth therein.

Revelation 4:10-11
The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.


A.  Heaven Is Filled With Praise:
ILLUS.:  Music and praise is a major part of heaven’s activity.  Music is a major part of most of our lives.  We must be certain it is worthy of Him!  You can praise Him all day with a hymn or chorus-for-the day.  Praise should be a major part of any Christian home.  We need to praise Him for “daily bread,”  providential protection, health, blessings, etc. 
Psalms 22:3
3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.



1.  Let praise inhabit your home & God will inhabit your home!

QUOTE:  “If your home is filled with His praise it will also be filled with His presence.”  Dr. Dennis Corle

          2.  He must first inhabit your heart.


B.  Service Is The Main Occupation Of Heaven:

Psalms 100:2
Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.



1.  Notice how service & praise are connected in the above Psalm.
          2.  Man is a creature of God, so he is most happy when serving His Creator!



3.  Learn to serve the Lord as a family – don’t allow service to fragment the home.

ILLUS.:  We need to have Shadrach, Meshach & Abed-nego as our examples.   They said:  “O Nebuchad-

nezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter…our God whom we serve is able to deliver us…and He will deliver us…but if not…”   They had decided to serve God no matter how it turned out!   Facing the furnace they stood their ground.
_(_   IV.  LOVE AND FORGIVE AS GOD LOVES & FORGIVES:

A.  Heaven Is Filled With Love:



1.  “God is love!”  “For God so loved…”



2.  Love should characterize His children.   “Like Father, like son…”



a.  Love is not what I get, it is what I give.

               b.  Love is not what I feel, it is what I do.




c.  We need to love God, our brethren, sinners, our enemies and our family!


B.  Heaven Is Filled With Forgiveness:

Ephesians 4:32
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.



1.  Slogan for the Christian home:  “Forgiveness – don’t leave home without it!”

          2.  If you want a “BIT OF HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME” it must begin here!

CONCL.:  God placed Adam & Eve in a perfect environment.  The devil whispered, “You don’t have to listen to God or be in submission to Him.  You can be equal with God.  You can do your own thing.  You can be your own boss.”  When you say, “This is my life, my house, my wife, my children, I’ll do what I want.”  Then you are imitating the devil.  There will be no heaven on earth in your home.  Your heaven will turn into a hell.
                  You need to get your family saved, make God’s Word & will your authority, praise & serve the Lord, and love and forgive…as they do in heaven – in order to have “A BIT OF HEAVEN IN YOUR HOME.”   How many of these principles can YOU check off?!  1,2,3 or 4?  Where are you weak?  What will you do about it?
