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             JUDGMENT SEAT SAM

Doc. – Judgment Seat of Christ

“YOUR DAY IN COURT!”  or                                                       “THE JUDGMENT SEAT:  CRISIS OR CURIO?!”
TEXT:  Rom.14:12

THESIS:  To reveal the results of salvation & the responsibilities of its recipients.

INTRO.:  A.  One credit card advertised that “Membership has its privileges.”  It forgot to announce that membership also has its obligations…the responsibility to pay

the bills accumulated!   Church membership has its privileges – and responsibilities.

ILLUS.:  We live in a day when church membership has become a spectator sport.

Just show up for services…forget about responsibilities.  The congregation sees itself

as an audience instead of as servants.  We have accepted the world’s philosophy.  Our

President commits adultery, lies, etc., has his “DAY IN COURT” and walks, with no 

judgment, penalty or fine & we pay the multi-million dollar bill!  Make no mistake, Bill

Clinton will face a higher court & stand before the Judge of all the earth!  He will have

His “DAY IN COURT.”

B. There is no privilege w/out responsibility.  Membership in the Body of

Christ has its privileges, but also carries grave & great responsibilities.  The Judgment

Seat of Christ has become a curio instead of a crisis to many saints.  But…

I. THE CROSS DOESN’T CANCEL THE RESULTS OF SIN:
A. It Does Cancel The Guilt Of Sin:

1. The believer has been declared “not guilty!”

2. The saint has been absolved of all sin – his record has been expunged!

B. It Does Cancel The Penalty Of Sin:

1.  It does not cancel the results of sin.

ILLUS.:  A father buys his son a new bicycle.  He teaches him about his responsibility

to take care of it & to put it away at the end of the day.  The little boy fails to put it 

away one day & it gets stolen.  He comes to his father & apologizes for his failure in 

tears & his father exercises forgiveness, BUT THE BOY HAS LOST HIS BICYCLE!



2.   It does not cancel the consequences of sin.

3. Punishment is negated, but the consequences of sin still stand.

ILLUS.:  A unsaved young man gets into a barroom brawl.  Someone breaks a beer

bottle & slashes his arm.  It has to be amputated.  While in the hospital a believer wit-

nesses to him & he gets saved.  BUT HIS ARM IS STILL GONE!  God expunges the re-
cord of our sin & removes the guilt of our sin, but the consequences of our sin are still very real.   Could it be that the “bad” of 2 Cor.5:11 & the “wrong” of Col.3:23-25 are what we will “receive” at the Judgment Seat of Christ?!

II.  SALVATION DOESN’T CANCEL OBLIGATION:
A. We Were Satan’s Slaves:  

Rom.6:16-18
16
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

17
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

1. A slave (“servant” – “doulos”) is under obligation to serve his master.

2. A slave has no “rights” except to do his master’s bidding.

B. We Became The Savior’s Slaves:  

Mt.6:24
24
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

1. Since believers still have an old nature which responds to the stimuli of the

world, flesh & the devil, he has a choice.

2. Ambivalence creates frustration – a  choice has to be made.

3. The choice you make has consequences – good or bad.

4. The only sensible choice for the saint is to become a slave to the Savior &

do His will.


  5.    Some saints become “Jesus Teasers.”

Mt.21:28-31
But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 

29
He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 

30
And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 

31
Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 

5. Those who have a fear of fire (1 Cor.3), become bondslaves (“doulos”).

Rom.1:1
1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 

6. Bondslaves serve out of fear, not necessarily love.

ILLUS.:  It is fear – not love – that moves us to total commitment.  The more a man

fears the Lord the wiser he is.  (“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”) When godly fear causes one to think about his future status in heaven or makes him 

careful about how he invests his time or life on earth – fear becomes his friend.  Slavery becomes something pleasant, not a drudge.  Fear motivated some of God’s

greatest servants.

a. Fear motivated Abraham to obey re: Isaac.  

Gen.22:12
12
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

b. Fear motivated Paul.

2 Cor.7:1
1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

2 Cor.5:10,11
10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. 

c.  Peter recommended fear as a prime motivator.

1 Pet.1:17
17
And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 

3. We all have jobs for Jesus, our Master.

4. We will all give an account of our stewardship.

ILLUS.:  A criminal who had been in court often, was scheduled to appear once more.

He was pleased to discover that an attorney who had defended him on previous occa-

sions was to be the trial judge.  He relaxed expecting to escape serious sentence.  But

the judge leaned over the bench & said:  “When I was your attorney, I defended you 

the best I could.  But I am no longer your attorney.  It is not my business to defend you now, but to judge you.  And I shall judge you as earnestly as I defended you!”

           Christians who relax, thinking their Friend, Jesus, will not judge them seriously

at the Judgment Seat, have a shock coming.  They know that His enemies appear be-

fore another bench, the Great White Throne Judgment.  They are his friends.  That’s

true.  He is still our Savior & lover of our souls, but He is also our Master & there will

be our just judge.  His friendship will not be allowed to compromise His justice.  He will not be mocked even by His friends.  And any decent servant will not want to mock 

Him with disobedience.

5. Some saints gamble that He will be lenient & that His Word will not stand.

Is.40:8
8
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 

III.  FORGIVENESS DOESN’T CANCEL RESPONSIBILITY:
2 Cor.5:15
15
And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

A. Forgiveness Adds Responsibility:

1. It should increase our love.

2. It should increase our commitment.

3. It should increase our stewardship.

a. The magnetism of money.

b. The pull of pleasure.

c. The suction of sin (all take their toll).

B.   Forgiveness Includes Accountability:

1. The difference is direction.

ILLUS.:  A prankster changed a road sign at a fork to point in the wrong direction

to a Christian Camp.  Many Christians on their way wasted most of their day locating

the Camp because of that misdirection.  Satan reverses the arrow so that God’s blessings are mistaken for heavenly treasure & misdirects our lives.  

2. Citizenship doesn’t include wealth.

ILLUS.:  America is a great & wealthy nation.  But just being a citizen doesn’t guaran-

tee a share in her wealth.  Wealth must be worked for!  Citizenship can’t be bought, it is not for sale.  It is given by birth or by qualifying under the law.  So w/heaven’s rewards.  You received the gift of salvation, but you can be among “heaven’s poor” if you aren’t working for riches & rewards now.  Your place in heaven is reserved, but your rewards are earned by your work for the Master!

CONCL.:  You will get “YOUR DAY IN COURT.”  But the outcome at the Judgment

Seat is up to you.  It’s your decision.

                Unsaved friend, you too will get “YOUR DAY IN COURT.”  The outcome

at the Great White Throne is based on what you do with Jesus.  He can be your Friend

or your Judge.  It’s your decision.

