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"TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE"





TEXT: Mark 1:40-45





INTRO: A. The politicians try to convince us that they care for us...to get our votes and after elected forget us and feather their own nests!





ILLUS: Gov. Bill Clinton says when he goes to the White House he will wake up every morning and think of our needs and us.  Ross Perot says if we send him up to Washington he will not go there to carry out his own agenda but will be our servant.  Pres. Bush has had a hard job after 4 yrs. of ignoring the plight of the unemployed, etc. to convince the voters that he really cares for them and feels their hurt.  The truth is none of the 3 has probably ever had to sweat out a light bill, a mortgage payment, or be short on grocery money so that they can "feel" for those who have.





                 B. But I know One who is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities" and is "moved with compassion" on us because He sees our needs and feels our hurts. If we are to be like Him and are going to be able to "make a difference" we too must show and demonstrate compassion.





Jude 22  


And of some have compassion, making a difference: 





TRANS: One of the most touching Bible stories and incidents in Jesus demonstrating compassion is found in our text.  Let's go back to that along the shores of Galilee, in that small town as the people were flocking around Jesus when suddenly the cry "Unclean! Unclean!" rung out and a leper cast himself at Jesus' feet...





I.  CONFESSION:





NOTE: Leprosy is a picture of sin and its effects and caused the person to be disfigured, demeaned and disassociated.  There would be terrible joint pain, his skin would be thick, leathery, ugly lesions would grow on the face, a foul appearing and smelling discharge would flow from his sores, his body would be wasting away, fingers and toes would drop off and his condition was terminal.


       Jewish rabbinical law demanded that a leper had to wear torn clothes, let his hair hang loose and cover his upper lip and cry out "Unclean! Unclean!" If he desired to attend a synagogue, he had to peek thru a squint hole. HE was the lowest in society and despised of all.  What a picture of our condition before the Lord as a sinner.  Repulsive!  Amazingly many still claim they are not sinners.  No leper was unaware of his condition or status.





    A.   Without Presumption: "beseeching...kneeling.."  v.40





       	1.   He knew and admitted his condition.


       	2.   He readily confessed his need of cleansing.





    B.   Without Doubting: "Thou canst..."





       	1.   Not if you CAN, but if you are WILLING.


       	2.   This man had undoubtedly heard that Jesus was the Great Physician. and believed it!





ILLUS: As he approached Jesus' surely the crowd moved back so as not to be physically or ceremonially contaminated.  To touch a leper or even his clothing or the place where he/she sat was to contract the horrible disease.





II. COMPASSION:  v.41





NOTE: Several Greek words are translated "compassion" in the KJB.  They yield various aspects of what real compassion is: "to yearn with in ("bowels of compassion"), to show sympathy, mercy, pity, to treat indulgently, to put one self in another's position.


      Jack Hyles used to say that he would regularly turn off the lights in a motel room and try to find his way around so he could have compassion for the blind, or stop up his ears so he could live briefly in the silent world of the deaf.





    A.   Jesus Was Moved In His Heart:  "I will..."





       	1.   Compassion is an emotion, which begins within.


       	2.   But compassion must go beyond mere emotion.





NOTE: Jesus was doing something beyond demonstrating healing power or even the power of forgiving sins by this act of healing; He was teaching His disciples compassion, concern, caring.





    B.   Jesus Moved His Hand: "put forth his hand, and touched him..."





       	1.   It takes more than an emotion to "reach out and touch someone" it takes action.





I John 3:17  


But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 





ILLUS: Like the man who saw the girl, wet, freezing and shivering standing by the roadside and passed her by, then had a twinge of conscience and backed up and threw a pair of gloves out his window.  That's not compassion!





2.   The difference between ministry and mere activity is concern; mere activity wears us out, ministry builds us up!





ILLUS: The different between those who stay and those who quit is concern and compassion.  The contest may motivate you temporarily to reach the lost, but compassion will keep you going.


        When enthusiasm dies, compassion compels.


        When excitement dies, compassion carries on.


        When energy dies, compassion continues.


         Now abideth excitement, duty and compassion, but the greatest of these is compassion!


         Crowds or no crowds, compassion carries on.  Thanks or no thanks, compassion continues.  Recognition or no recognition, compassion compels. Fleshly activity and running around in our own strength will cause us to become tired and quit, spiritual energy coupled with compassion will keep us going.





         The Bus Captain who considers his Saturday visit a chore will soon burn out.  The one who sees it as a ministry will keep on keeping on.  If all you see are "people as trees walking" like the blind man Jesus healed, you need another touch of compassion.  If all you see is a bunch of noisy kids, you need to look again and see never dying souls with real life needs.


          As Ross Perot says about those in Washington D.C. - they have Beltway Blindness.  They have lived in the make-believe world of Washington so long they have lost touch with the people they are supposed to be serving.





III. CLEANSING: v.42-45





    A.   Compassion Made Him Free:





           1.   "Immediately the leprosy departed."


           2.   That's how effectively and efficiently Jesus deals with sin too!


           3.   The greatest compassion is soul-winning compassion.


           4.   Jesus' touch made the difference.





ILLUS: His words "I will; be thou clean" were the sweetest this man had heard in years, but the touch made it personal.  Jesus is in the business of "TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE"! Think how long it had been since ANYONE had touched this poor man.





    B.   Compassion Made Him Clean:  "and he was cleansed..."





1.   In touching the leper, Jesus was violating the traditional Jewish custom...but the man was clean!


2.   Jesus directed the man to go and show himself to the priest, honoring the Levitical code in God's Word. v.43-44





NOTE: Jesus was teaching His disciples again to obey God's word but to ignore the traditions of men.  Touching lives is more important than keeping tradition.  "To obey is better than sacrifice."





       	3.   The ex-leper was so excited he couldn't keep quiet. v.45a


4.   Jesus' compassion on this leper increased His fame so much He had to leave the city and retreat to the desert...but the crowds followed.





CONCL: "TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE" may not make you famous, but the word will get out that you genuinely care!  The foundation of any ministry is caring. Caring and compassion never goes out of style.  90% of our problems would vanish if we would find someone to minister to and show compassion on.  And above all, the Savior will be pleased.








“IT TAKES 5 TO REACH 1!”





TEXT:  Mark 2:1-12





THESIS:  To show the process involved in getting one soul to Christ.





INTRO:  A.  It took Jesus plus 4 men to get one man healed and saved in this story.  I would suggest that it always takes 5 to reach one!”   Not necessarily 5 men, but 5 things to reach one sinner.





RECAP:  One paralytic man is brought to a house where Jesus is preaching by 4 men.  The house is so crowded that they can’t get the man to hear the Savior, let alone to get him healed.  Jesus is in the middle of his message and is interrupted as suddenly dirt and debris start falling on the crowd below.  When they all look up they see 4 men lowering a makeshift stretcher down into their midst right in front of Jesus.  Jesus sees it as a remarkable act of faith on the part of these men and announces that the man’s sins are forgiven and then proceeds to heal him to demonstrate that He has the power to forgive sins.  (With Jesus the depraved soul is always more important than the decaying or diseased body.)  It is even likely that He wouldn’t have healed the man’s body, if the skeptics hadn’t questioned His authority to declare his sins forgiven.


B.  What I will do is give each of the people in this story a name to illustrate the principle that 


“IT TAKES 5 TO REACH 1!”  (IT DOESN’T TAKE A VILLAGE!)





I.  #1 – IT TAKES JESUS:  v.5-7





Because He Is God:  





1.   But even God alone cannot save anyone:





    a.   Because He has imposed limitations on Himself.


    b.   Because He has decided to use men and means.





ILLUS:  It is not a matter of what Jesus CAN do, but what He has DECIDED to do.


He could use supernatural means to reach a soul…angels, miracles, signs, wonders…


but He has decided instead to us men and means.





B.   Because He Is “The Son of Man”:





  1.   Jesus coined this mysterious title and applied it to Himself.


  2.   Though expressive of His human nature it implies much more:





      a.   Not “a” son of man – like us.


      b.   But “the” son of man – one who bears a human nature like no other.


      c.   He is true man – but more than man.





ILLUS:  2 doctrines regarding our Savior are taught in this passage:  the theantrhopic nature of Jesus and the hypostatic union of Jesus.  “Theanthropic” = “Theos” (God) and “anthropos” (man).  The Hypostatic Union teaches that the 2 natures of Jesus were never in confusion, but always perfectly balanced.  They are mysteriously blended, but never confused.





II.  #2 – IT TAKES GOD’S WORD:  v.2b





It Must Be Preached (proclaimed):





1.   It is first believed to be God’s, not man’s Word.


 2.   Someone must exercise faith in its ability to save.





ILLUS:  This is the reason many don’t go soul-winning.  They believe they must do something to get someone saved, instead of trusting in the ability and power of the Word.





B.   It Must Be Received:  Acts 2:41-42





    1.   It must be recognized as supernatural.


    2.   It must be accepted with gladness – because of it’s lifegiving message.





ILLUS:  It is not enough to believe the Bible to be God’s Word, you must receive it, and you must receive it gladly, i.e., openly, with out reservation. Jesus acknowledges the faith of the 4 men (and surely the faith of the one on the stretcher- “Jesus, seeing their faith…”) Faith implies a consciousness of need, self-distrust, some knowledge of Christ and/or His Word, appreciative confidence and finally persuasion that God’s promises are guaranteed!  Faith merges one to the object of that faith, Jesus!  For the faith of the bearers the paralytic man is healed and saved.  We need to bring others to Jesus.  He will reward our faith.





III.  #3 – IT TAKES THE HOLY SPIRIT:  v.10





    A.   He Bears Witness To The Word Living and Written:





1.   The reason the Bible is a living Book is because the Holy Spirit imparts life to it…it is the only God-breathed Book.


  2.   He also gives life to the believer and indwells Him and imparts His power to him.


It is the Holy Spirit alone who empowered Jesus to state “that ye may know that the Son of


 man hath power on earth to forgive sins…”





ILLUS:   The Holy Spirit’s ministry is ongoing in the believer’s life.  He not only baptizes us into the Body of Christ at salvation, and indwells us, but He also fills us, teaches us, guides us, instructs us, ministers to us, comforts us and sustains us, but He also speaks through us and reaches others through us.


          This is why you need not fear witnessing or soul-winning.  If you can just get over the fear or worry of flubbing it and realize that it is not your job to win folks –it is the Holy Spirit’s job.  Besides you can’t get people more lost than they are!  There are no degrees of lostness.  You are either lost or you are not.





    B.   He Brings Conviction and Conversion:  v. 5





  1.   I am sure this paralytic man wondered how Jesus knew about his sinfulness.


            2.  Not only did he experience conviction of his sin (the sin that may have caused his paralysis)


but the conversion of his soul.





IV.   #4 – IT TAKES COMPASSION:  v.3-5





Jude 1:22-23


22  And of some have compassion, making a difference: 


23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 





Someone Must Show Concern:





1.   No doubt this man was concerned about his own condition (at least physical) and probably begged the others to bring him to Jesus.


  But Jesus recognizes the faith of the four men who brought him to Him; they had com- 


passion.





ILLUS:  Do you care that that lost loved one of yours is heading for hell?  Do you care that that person you work with each day is heading for hell?  Do you care that your neighbors are heading for hell?   You say “I care, but they don’t care!  Why should I bother them?”  Are you God?  Do you know for sure that they don’t care?   Even if they don’t the obligation is on us to have compassion on them.





B.   Someone Must Trust The Lord and His Word For Them.





V.   #5 – IT TAKES YOU!    v.5





You Must See The Need:





1.   Out of the entire city, only these 4 men saw that this paralytic man could not come to Christ  by himself.


  2.   They saw that he needed them!





B.   You Must Do Whatever It Takes: 





  1.   Their plan was unorthodox, but it got the man to Jesus.  v.4


  It may have cost them something (time, money, energy, etc.), but they did what they could 


do to accomplish the result.





CONCL:  The thrilling conclusion of this story is that Jesus not only healed the man’s sin-racked body, but also saved his sin-sick soul!  v.5,11-12   Jesus loved him, loosed him and lifted him.  


               Jesus still uses men and means to get others to Himself.  He wants to use YOU to get someone to Him this week.  Just think of this man’s future if someone had not had compassion on Him.  He would have continued to be paralyzed, but he would also be burning in hell right now!  “IT STILL TAKES 5 TO REACH ONE!”  It takes Jesus, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, compassion and YOU!








“THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOMS”





TEXT:  Mt. 13:11;  Mark 4:11





INTRO:  A.  A “mystery” in Scripture isn’t something mysterious (as in Catholicism) – but simply something not previously revealed.  The Greek word is “musterion” and its popular usage in Paul’s day had to do with the religious cults where only the initiates had knowledge to their “secrets.”  (Like Masonry today)  But Paul’s use of the word means that there are no “secrets” to believers.  The NEW TESTAMENT is not shrouded in secrecy, but is open and there are to be no “secrets” among God’s people.  The word means something not understood or completely revealed in the OLD TESTAMENT, but now uncovered. (The word is related to “apokoluptis” or revelation – the opposite of secret.)


                  B.  There are several “mysteries” given in the NEW TESTAMENT, with the word used 27 times.  The first one is found in Mt. 13:11 and the second one in Mark 4:11.  One deals with the “Kingdom of Heaven”  and the other with the “Kingdom of God.”  


                  C.  For years I was confused regarding these two terms and doctrines.  (So were my professors in Seminary.  In theology class I learned one view, and I would go right from there to a Bible Survey class and learn the opposite view.  But what does the 


Scripture teach?


I.   WHAT THEY ARE NOT:





    A.   The Kingdom of Heaven is NOT the Kingdom of God:





	1.   Things that are different are not the same (though they may have similarities).


            2.   Things that are spelled differently are usually not the same (“heaven.” “God”).


            3.   Birds fly in heaven, birds do not fly in God.


            4.   There are clouds in heaven; there are no clouds in God or His “kingdom.”


	5.   God created the heavens; they did not create Him.


            6.   God was in the beginning; the heavens were not.


            7.   The heavens are material; you can see them; God is a Spirit and cannot be seen.


            8.   God has a moral nature; the universe is amoral.


            9.   God controls the heavens and the universe; they do not control Him.


            10.   The heavens declare the glory of God; not the reverse.


            11.   The heavens contain darkness, and in God is no darkness.


            12.   The heavens can be populated; God cannot.


        


II.  WHAT THEY ARE:





    A.   A “Kingdom” Is A Governmental Entity:





    B.   A “Kingdom” Requires A King:





	1.   The first absolute King, Ruler and Dictator over a Kingdom was God.


2.  He is the King over the Kingdom of Heaven, for “in the beginning God created the Heaven…”


		


a.   As King over the Kingdom of Heaven, He is Head Ruler and Potentate over all created beings, planets, suns, constellations, galaxies, etc.    Ps. 148; 100:3; Is.40:48, etc.)  


             


             3.   He is the King over the Kingdom of God, for as a Spirit, everything spiritual is under Him.





a.   As King over the Kingdom of God, He is Sovereign and King over all created  spiritual beings, powers, principalities, and authorities.  (Eph.6:10-14;  Heb.1;  Ps. 82, etc.)





POEM:  Ruckman: “Upon a rock yet uncreate, amid a chaos inchoate, An uncreated Being sate: Beneath him rock, above him cloud: and the cloud was rock, and the rock was cloud!


                              	The rock then growing soft and warm, the cloud began to take a form.


                              	A form chaotic, vast and vague, which issued in the cosmic egg!


                              	Then the Being uncreate, on the Egg did incubate,


And thus became the Incubator; and of the Egg did allegate, and thus became the  ALLIGATOR!


And the Incubator was Potentate – BUT! The ALLIGATOR WAS POTENT-ATOR!”





	1)  “Heaven” is not “heavenly”!


2)  Heaven is a physical, literal, visible domain.  (It is not “earthly” YET – it was and will be.  Mt. 6  “Thy will be done on EARTH, as it is In HEAVEN!”


    


    C.   Adam Inherited Both Crowns:  





	1.   He lost the K. of H. crown (earthly kingdom):  “have dominion…”


2.   He lost the K. of God crown; his sin caused him to lose his living spirit (he now had a living soul and a living body, but a dead spirit!).





     D.   The Kingdom of God (Spiritual Kingdom) Is Lost Till Jesus Shows Up:  





	1.   He offers status in the Kingdom of God via the new birth.  Jn. 3:3


2.   He will ultimately have both crowns back and will return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.





	         a.   After Adam lost the Kingdom of Heaven crown it is given to Noah: “have dominion…”


b.   When Noah blows it after a homosexual episode and drunkenness it goes to father Abraham; then to Isaac, Jacob, Judah  (“the scepter shall not depart from Judah…till Shiloh come…”  Gen.49:10).


c.   The theocracy passes to Moses, then Joshua, then in the time of the Judges there is NO KING!  


                     d.   Then the theocracy is reestablished under Saul, then David, the Solomon


  e.   After Solomon the Kingdom is divided with a series of mostly bad Kings, ending with 


  Coniah  (Jer. 22:30) and Zedekiah.





Hosea 3:4


For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: 





	         f.   Then Jesus shows up offering the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God!








“REMEMBER WHO IS ON BOARD!”





TEXT:  Mark 4:35-41





THESIS:  To encourage believers that regardless of the storm they are safe because He is “on board.”





INTRO:  A.  Up to now the disciples of Christ had not had their faith tested.  They had heard Him teach and preach and had seen Him heal people, including Peter’s wife’s mother.  Now He would take them into a raging storm.  Fun, fellowship and food would be replaced by fear.   Faith is never tested in the good times, the times when God is obviously doing something in our lives, but in the difficult times, the hard times, the times when we can’t see His hand moving.





                B.  Jesus’ rebuke in v.40 teaches a powerful truth.  You can’t be fearful and faithful at the 


Same time.  One who is fear-ful is filled with fear and thus cannot be faithful or filled with faith.  The reason believers become fearful is because they forget Who is “on board.”  The disciples forgot Jesus was on board the boat!  Whenever you are `fearful “REMEMBER WHO IS ON BOARD!”





1   FEAR IS PARALYZING:   (KEEPS YOU DETOURED)





A.   Fear Will Keep Us From God’s Will:





   1.   Fear of man keeps folks from salvation (friends, relatives, etc.).


   2.   Fear of water keeps folks from baptism. 





ILLUS:  Ever wonder why people are so fearful of baptism?  No one in recorded history has ever drowned in a baptismal pool!  It is the devil attacking obedience in the young convert.  Whenever I see someone who is fearful getting baptized I get excited because I know they are overcoming a fear which has paralyzed them.  Now I know they can grow.  Faith has replaced fear. Fear of financial disaster keeps folks from giving.





ILLUS:  You say if I tithed or gave to everything that preacher says I should: missions, the bus ministry, the new building, Sunday School, special needs, etc.  I’d be in trouble.  You would, if there were no God!!!  There is no faith involved in giving	only what you can “afford.”  





   3.   Fear of rejection keeps folks from soul-winning.





ILLUS:  Fear is what the devil uses to keep people from God’s will.  To experience fear is not a sin, but to be ruled by fear is!  To see legitimate danger is not sin, but to allow that fear to paralyze you or the church is sin!  Every time you go soul-winning you will experience some fear, but it will turn into excitement when you see


	God begin to work thru you.  God hasn’t given us a spirit of fear, so if I have a spirit of fear, I wonder who gave it to me?  We just need to “REMEMBER WHO IS ON BOARD!”





2 Tim. 1:7


For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 





11   FEAR IS POWERFUL:  (KEEPS YOU DOUBTING)





A.   Fear Will Keep Us From Claiming Victory:





  1.   Fear produces doubt and doubt is disabling.


  2.  Someone said “Fear is the anticipation of disaster, or failure or embarassment; the anticipation 


  of everything going wrong.  





ILLUS:  In the midst of all Job’s suffering and trouble He said:  “that which I greatly feared is come upon me.”  Job 3:25   Job is saying “I just knew this was going to happen, I’ve been worrying about this for years…and now that it’s happened, I have to suffer all over again.”  The doubter suffers twice.  The faithful person suffers once - if things don’t work out.   Job suffered twice.  Instead of enjoying the good years, he doubted and feared.  





   3.   Fear robs people of enjoying the blessings of God.


   4.   Fear allows problems to paralyze us.


   5.   Fear rules God out:  you can’t be filled with faith and filled with fear at the same time.


6.   Fear of failure always produces failure, not victory; faith is simply “remembering Who is on


board.”





III.  FEAR IS COUNTER PRODUCTIVE:  (KEEPS YOU DEFEATED)





A.   Fear Forgets God’s Sovereignty:





1.   The disciples looked at the circumstances instead of looking to the Lord of the circumstances;  that always produces fear.


2.  They forgot that He was the One Who healed the sick, cast out demons and created the universe, or at least they “forgot Who was on board!”





ILLUS:  It’s one thing to know God, it’s another thing to be aware of His presence in your life…especially when things are going wrong!    Did they think that a mere storm could “sink the ship where lies, the Master of earth and sea and skies”?!  Did	they think God was going to die? A Christian family stood by their house which had just burned to the ground.	They were all naturally weeping, but the son seemed especially shaken.  His father	wisely put his arm around his young son and said:  “Son, don’t worry.  God didn’t die in the fire.”  He didn’t die in your fire either! “REMEMBERE WHO IS ON BOARD!”


	After 17 years + in prison, Joseph confronts the brothers who put him there. They were fearful of how he would treat them.  He said:  “But as for you, ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good…” Gen. 50:20  He REMEMBERED WHO WAS ON BOARD.”





B.   Fear Forgets God’s Promises:  





   1.   Fear paralyzes us because of the problems, faith propels us because of the promises!


The disciples had failed and became fearful because they forgot His promise: “Let us pass


over unto the other side” - that was as good as a passport.  V.35





ILLUS:  It didn’t matter how bad the wind howled, or the waves roared, or how much water was in the boat, all they had to remember was His promise.  He didn’t say   “Let us sink in the storm” or “Let us go halfway across and then drown” He said “Let us pass over unto the other side.”   


Dr. Tom Malone said there are 32,000 promises in the Bible.  I may not be able to remember them all, but I should be able one or two for my circumstances and claim them.  The Bible is a promise book.  If you can’t remember His sovereignty, try to remember His promises!  We sing “Standing On The Promises” and don’t believe a word of it when trouble comes and forget Who is on board and what He has said!





C.   We Forget Past Victories:





1.   He has worked in the past but we think that was His last burst of power and that His energizer batteries finally quit going!


2.   Faith is not a problem free life…in fact if it were not for problems there would be no way to test or demonstrate faith.


3.   What God did last week, He can do today; what He has done for others, He can do for you;  what He has done in the past, He can do again.





ILLUS:  David was going out to face Goliath.  Saul said: “You can’t go out against that giant.”  David said: “Oh, yes I can.  I remember one time I was watching sheep and a lion came and I rose up to kill him.  And another time a bear came and I killed him.  I wasn’t any match for either of them, but God did it thru me.  If God could do that for sheep, what could He do for Israel?”  David encouraged himself in past victories.  He knew He was still serving the same God.


	After the battle, David put Goliath’s armor in his tent.  He knew this would not be his last battle.  He needed something to remind him of past victories.


	Perhaps it would be a good thing for us to keep a record of God’s past victories in our lives and ministry.  Then maybe the next time we wouldn’t be so fearful!


4.   Fear is not abnormal, but to be ruled by it is unchristian; when soul-winning time comes it is O.K. to be fearful as long as I don’t let it keep me home.





CONCL:  If we are going to operate by faith, we need to overcome fear.  We do that by “REMEMBERING WHO IS ON BOARD!”  We need to remember His sovereignty, remember His promises and remember His past victories!  Then the paralyzing effect of fear, the power of fear and the counter-productivity of fear will be replaced by faith.  








“FAITH CANCELS FEAR”





TEXT:  Mark 4:40





THESIS:  To show that faith cancels fear in the believer and to reveal the foundation of faith.





INTRO:  A.  God is never surprised by our “storms” or circumstances. God is in control of our “storms” or circumstances.  





ILLUS:  This time Jesus was on board the boat in the midst of the storm.  After taking charge of the situation and calming the storm, He rebukes them:  “Why are ye so fearful?  How is it ye have NO FAITH?”   On another occasion Jesus sent the disciples into a storm without Him, then came to them in the midst of the storm walking on the water.  When Peter came to him and began to sink, he said:  “O thou of LITTLE FAITH, wherefore didst thou doubt?”





	     B.  You can’t be filled with fear and filled with faith at the same time.  A person who is faithful is fearless and a person who is fearful is faithless!  Fear is the anticipation of failure or embarrassment.  It keeps us immobilized.  The disciples were fearful because they had “no faith.”  





ILLUS:  My father lived in fear of losing his job at Sun Oil Co.   He retired from there after 30 years!  His fears never were realized.  He lived like Job who said:  “That which I greatly feared is come upon me.”  3:25


He was saying, “I knew this was going to happen.  I’ve been worrying about this for years.  I knew everything was going to good.  I have been suffering from it before it happened, not I am suffering all over again.   (Don’t suffer ahead of time.  If the worst case scenario does happen, at least you will only have to suffer it once…not twice!   “Be not faithless, but believing...”  Jn.20:27)





	   C.  Fear is the absence of faith.  FEAR CANCELS FAITH.  Fear paralyzes, faith mobilizes.  Fear keeps people from believing and doing God’s will.  Fear is based on the natural, faith is based on the supernatural.  To experience fear is not wrong, but to be ruled by fear is sinful.  (“Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin.”  Rom.14:23b)  Fear rules God out.  Faith puts God in.  Fear is Satan’s tool to neutralize believers.  Faith is God’s tool to activate believers.





	   D.  Faith is when God’s Word is enough.  Faith recognizes God’s power.  Faith claims God’s promises. Faith is the anticipation of God’s intervention.  Faith is trusting God and depending upon Him. 





I.  FAITH IS BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF GOD’S POWER:





    A.   Faith Believes In The Sovereignty Of God:





1.   The disciples forgot Who was on board with them.  (“Master, carest Thou not that we perish?”  They called Him “Master” but refused to trust Him!)





ILLUS:  We need to remind ourselves of what Jesus told Pilate:  “Thou couldst have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee from above.”  In our next storm or problem, we need to recognize His power is still available to us.





         	2.   The disciples were immobilized by fear.


         


ILLUS:  Fear keeps people from getting saved.  “I’d get saved, but I know I can’t live it now; I’ll wait till I can live it.   I’d be a hypocrite if I did it now.”  He is headed for hell.  He anticipates failure at living the Christian life.  He doesn’t rely on the power of a sovereign God to assist him.  


            Fear keeps people from getting baptized.  “I know I ought to get baptized, but I’m afraid of water.”  (You ought to see these people at the beach or at the pool!)  But the devil attacks their obedience.  I have never heard of one person who drowned in a baptistry.  


	Fear keeps people from tithing.  “I know I ought to tithe, but I can’t afford it.”  They fear financial reversal.  They say, “If I gave the way the Bible teaches or the preacher preaches, I’d be in trouble.”  They would be if there was no God!  Don’t you know you don’t have the ability to take care of yourself anyway?  If God doesn’t do it, you are in big trouble.    Fear rules God out.  Faith puts Him in.


            Fear keeps people from soul-winning.  “I couldn’t do that.  I couldn’t talk to people about the Lord.  It wouldn’t work for me.”  But you never go soul-winning alone.  The Lord always goes with you!  You need to say.  God told me to do this and I believe He is alive and will help me, so I will be obedient.  I am trusting in His power.


	The first time I preached I prepared for 10 hours and preached for 10 minutes.  (Now I prepare 10 minutes and preach for 10 hours!  ()  I found out God was with me when I preach and I am no longer fearful!   I preach believing God will use me.  He will use you too!





II.  FAITH IS BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF GOD’S PROMISES:





    A.   Faith Believes The Word Of God:





1.  When Jesus rebuked His disciples, He was saying:  “Why can’t you just trust Me?  Why didn’t you believe what I told you?”


         	2.   Again and again Jesus told His disciples, “Fear not…”


            3.   Faith begins and ends with “Thus saith the Lord…”  - we either believe it and Him or not!





ILLUS:  That is why you don’t want people messing with this Book!  The NASV (updated 3 times!) says “In my Father’s house are many dwelling places…”  The New Living Translation and RSV and NIV (with ongoing updates!) says “many rooms.”  The Living Bible says “many homes.”  How can you have faith if you don’t know what God said?!   (The Greek word is “mone” and is properly translated “mansions!” in the KJB!)





	4.   The promises of God are found in the Word of God…you had better trust them.





ILLUS:  Dr. Tom Malone says there are 32,000 promises in the Word of God.  That is enough to get all of us through at least one lifetime!   That is a lot of stuff to depend on.  The Bible is a promise book.  We sing “I’m standing on the promises of Christ my Lord” and don’t mean a word of it.  They don’t even think of His promises when the crisis or storm comes.   They don’t claim the promises, they become fearful.


	5.   Faith believes the Word of God even when things don’t add up.





ILLUS:  How many believe in the Virgin Birth?  Would you have if you had been Joseph?!  He didn’t.  The Bible says he was minded to put her away.  After the announcement by the angel, the Bible says he thought on these things.  He didn’t just accept the obvious.  He wanted to believe Mary was innocent.  He then remembered the promise of Isaiah 7:14 and trusted the promise.





III.  FAITH IS BUILT ON THE FOUNDATION OF GOD’S PAST BLESSINGS:





    A.   Faith Believes Based On Past Evidence:





	1.   Folks who live in fear have forgotten past successes.





ILLUS:  These disciples in this storm had just seen Jesus heal sick bodies, open blind eyes, open deaf ears, seen people miraculously fed, and lives changed.  After all that, they feared the storm?!


Isn’t that the way we are?  He has come thru for us again and again and then a new storm comes and we forget about what He did and act as though His last blessing was His final burst of power and now His batteries are dead.  But His batteries are better than those of the Energizer bunny’s batteries, and He “just keeps going and going and going…”!  He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  What He did before, He can do again.  In the storm anticipate His intervention.


             I like the attitude of those present at Lazarus’ grave after 4 days, who said:  “Could not this man who opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man (Lazarus) should not have died?”


They remembered past evidence of His great power and believed that He could have kept Lazarus from dying. But did they believe that He could raise him from the dead?   What about a miracle for today?





2.   We can either decide the problems are too great for Him or we can trust Him, remembering what He has done for us in the past.





ILLUS:  When David went out to face Goliath he encouraged himself in past victories.  He remembered his battles with a lion and a bear and how God gave him the strength to be victorious.  He went in the power of past blessings to kill the giant.  (2 Sam.21:19 says Elhanan killed Goliath (!) in the ASV, THE NASV, THE NIV and THE RSV!  The KJB says Elhanan killed “the brother of Goliath…”!  Which do you believe?!)


                 After he killed Goliath, David took his armor and put it in his tent.  He knew this wouldn’t be the last battle, so he needed a reminder of God’s past victories in his life.  Every time he faced a new storm or a new battle, he looked at that armor and said “If God could give me the victory over that giant, He can help me again!  I will keep on obeying Him and trusting Him.  I won’t be fearful, but faithful!”





3.   Peter walked on water when he was full of faith (faithful), then began to sink when he became full of fear (fearful)!  (It was good that he utilized his alternative option when he began to sink and cried “Lord, save me!”)


4.   As long as Peter kept his eyes on the Lord and trusted Him, he was O.K.;  it was when he looked at the wind and the waves, that he became fearful.





CONCL:  Peter’s faith cancelled his fear.  Then his fear cancelled his faith.  That’s the way it is for all


of us.  We have a choice.  Which will it be?  FEAR OR FAITH?�


                     


          


"HOPELESS CASES?"





TEXT: Mk. 5:35





THESIS: A. Have you ever felt that your problems were insurmountable?  Your burden was too heavy to bear?  Your trials were more than you can handle? Your situation was hopeless?  Your conflict was irreconcilable?  Your circumstances are beyond remedy?  Have you ever felt like the disciples in our text who in frustration said: "Thy daughter is dead, why troublest thou the Master any further?"





                B. There is good news!  The Lord specializes in "HOPELESS CASES"!  He delights in having you bring to Him your burdens.  He wants to deal with your trials, conflicts and cricumstances.  In fact, He prefers to work with seemingly "HOPELESS CASES"...because then He gets the glory when they are remedied.





TRANS: This message will prove from the Scriptures that there are NO "HOPELESS CASES" with the Lord.  They only become hopeless when we fail to give them  to Him for solution...





I.  CASE #1:  DEAF and DUMB  (Mk.7:31-37)





    A.   Someone Had Faith:  v.32





           1.   They brought this man to Jesus.


           2.   Deafness was thought to be demonic and most people avoided the deaf.


           3.   Someone obviously believed that this was NOT a HOPELESS CASE!





NOTE: That's where YOU must begin. There are no HOPELESS CASES withthe Lord. The solution to your problem may not be as dramatic as this one and the Lord had many options we know nothing about.  He does not always deal with situations the same way.





    B.   Jesus Responded Dramatically: v.33-35





          1.   He dealt with this man privately.  v.33a


          2.   He used "sign language" to communicate with this man.  v.33b,34


          3.   He took care of this "HOPELESS CASE" in short order. v.36





NOTE: Not only was this man's hearing and speech restored, but "he spake plain" i.e., He was able to communicate precisely without a period of instruction! Jesus not only answered the prayer, he did "above and beyond"...  He can not only deal with YOUR HOPELESS CASE but answer your need in a way that will amaze you!


      Jesus doesn't usually use the miraculous means of the text today, but He still opens ears and hearts to those who need to hear the Word of God, and loosens their tongues so they may praise Him, Whom they used to curse!





II. CASE #2: BLEEDING 12 YEARS   (Mk. 5:25-34)





    A.   When Physicians Fail: v.25-26





NOTE: As long as YOU continue to us man's remedies for your problems you will just get worse!  You need to see if God's Word speaks to your need and put it to the test.  When you do, and ONLY when you do will you get "healed."


      Whether it is for salvation, for growth, for guidance or - ? you must do what God says and abandon the tradition or advice of the worldly wise.





    B.   The Great Physician Heals: v.27-29





           1.   She came trembling and left triumphant.


           2.   She came ceremonially unclean and left spiritually cleansed. v.34





a.   For 12 yrs. she was a "living-dead" person, with an incurable disease and socio-religious isolation.


          	     b.   Suddenly she became a "new creature" in Christ thru her faith in His power.





QUOTE: "Faith...derives its value not from the one who expresses it, but from the object in which it rests."  -John Walvoord


       Some have faith in others, some have faith in themselves, some have faith in religion, some have faith in faith (!), but the only faith which saves is faith in Christ!  He alone must be the Object of our faith!





III. CASE #3: DEMON-POSSESSED   (Mk. 51-15)





NOTE: Each case becomes more "impossible" or more hopeless!  This one is not a physical problem, but a spiritual one.





    A.   A Spiritual Problem:





    B.   A Spiritual Deliverance:





ILLUS: Demonic power is supernatural and cannot be dealt with effectively by natural means.  v.3,4





          1.   The Great Physician specializes in the supernatural.


          2.   The demons are subject to Him.


          3.   The demons goal is to destroy those who submit to them! v.5





ILLUS: The Rock muscians, drug addicts, homosexuals, et.al., have given themselves over to demonic control and they WILL be destroyed, both physically and eternally!





         4.   This is a HOPELESS CASE apart from the Lord!  v.6,7





ILLUS: YOUR case is a HOPELESS CASE apart from Him too!  And YOUR case is primarily a spiritual one and thus will need supernatural intervention. You thought your problem was financial, but it's spiritual!  You thought your problem was emotional, but it's spiritual!  Come to Jesus, kneel, worship, submit and allow Him to cast the "demons" of rebellion, self, stubbornness, etc. out of you  and v.15 will be your portion!





IV. CASE #4: A DEAD DAUGHTER   (Mk. 5:21-24;35-42)





    A.   Sickness Precedes Death:  v.21-24





ILLUS:  I love the tombstone of the hypocondriac which reads: "I told you I was sick!"





           1.   This is also true in the spiritual realm.


           2.   The sick girl couldn't help herself!


           3.   Her father pleaded in her behalf.





NOTE: Parents are responsible for the spiritual as well as physical welfare of their children.  Would you do as much for your children's spiritual well-being as you do for their physical well-being?





    B.   Death Precedes Resurrection: v.35-42





           1.   The girl was alive before the interruption of the woman with an issue of blood.


           2.   Christ permitted the interruption as a test of the disciples faith.


           3.   They expressed their lack of faith in v.35.





NOTE: Isn't this how we often feel in "HOPELESS CASES"?





           4.   Jesus makes two puzzling statements AFTER the girl is pronounce dead:





                  a.   "Be not afraid, only believe."  v.36


                  b.   "Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth."





NOTE: They were acting NATURALLY...he was trying to encourage a SUPERNATURAL response.  He was asking them to simply trust Him in this HOPELESS CASE. He expects the same thing from US!





V.  CASE #5: DEAD 4 DAYS!  (Jn.11:37-44)





    A.   The Most Hopeless Case!





1.   After Jesus is unsuccessful at eliciting faith in His power to even raise the dead, though He had successfully done so before, Martha raises the objection probably shared by all: "Lord by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days!"  v.39


           2.   There is no more HOPELESS CASE in the Bible than this.





    B.   The Most Wonderful Miracle!





           1.   God gets the glory when the case is most hopeless.


           2.   If it is normal or natural then He doesn't get the glory.


3.   He longs to do the supernatural in our lives, but our unbelief keeps us from seeing Him 


move.  cf. v.21-26


4.   The Lord is grieved at our unbelief and lack of trust in Him and His power, willingness and desire to help us.  cf. v.32-35


5.   To demonstrate His power to them and to us (!), He then does the impossible, improbable and unexplainable and raises Lazarus!  v.43b,44b





CONCL: Do YOU have a HOPELESS CASE to bring to Jesus today?  Would you be willing to trust Him completely...obey Him explicitly...regardless of the cost?  If so, He is willing to turn your hopelessness into hope, your faithlessness into trust and your despair into victory!  Do it today!








THE SON OF A VIRGIN:  





TEXT:  Mark 6:3





  A.   The Unkind Disdain:  (text)





1.   No doubt when Mary and Joseph returned from Egypt to Nazareth, tongues wagged and rumors were rampant.


2.   It is no wonder then that those who had done business with Jesus in the Carpenter’s shop were filled with disdain toward Jesus of Nazareth Who now rose in the synagogue to teach the Scriptures.





  B.   The Unusual Disclosure:    “She was…with child of the Holy Ghost”





Matt. 1:22-23


22	  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 


23	  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 





  1.   She was conceived in the virgin’s womb by the Holy Ghost.


  2.   She was the vehicle the Holy Ghost used as the repository of His Seed.


  3.   She was the agent God used to fulfill the Scripture.





C.   The Unsurpassed Discernment:





John 2:5


His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 





  1.   How did Mary know Jesus could perform this miracle?  It was His first!


No doubt she looked back to the time of His birth from her womb when she “pondered (all


these things) in her heart.”





ILLUS:  The childhood, youth and young manhood of Jesus is a fascinating thing to ponder.  So little is recorded, so we know so little.  But Mary no doubt made mental notes about how obedient He was, how quick to learn He was, how kind, forgiving, sweet and loving He was and how different He was from His brothers and sisters.  (Perhaps the reason His brothers and sisters didn’t get saved till so late was because of jealousy on their part?) His simple humanity and questionable birth no doubt led to…





D.   Unfortunate Doubting:  “…He is beside Himself”  Mark 3:21





111   THE SON OF GOD:





A.   His Glory:  


Heb. 1:3


Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 





2 Pet. 1:16


For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 





1.   One major event revealed to Peter, James and John that He was more than the son of a carpenter (adopted), more than the son of a virgin (a supernatural birth), He shared the very nature of His heavenly Father and was the Seed of the Holy Ghost!


2.   He not only shared the nature of God but all His attributes (with the exception of His majesty and external glory).





B.   His Greatness:





Col. 1:18-19


18	 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 


19	  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; 





1.   A trusted son often becomes the executor of his father’s will.


2.  Jesus will one day take back that which was lost in the fall of man and reign over all His creation.





C.   His Gratification:  





Heb. 12:2


Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 





1.  His greatest satisfaction is buying back (redeeming) that which was lost in humanity’s sin and Satan’s rebellion.


2.   Thank God the redemption of the Son of God is greater than the rebellion of the sons of God!





CONCL:  Yes, He is Joseph’s son by adoption and Mary’s son thru human birth, but He is uniquely God’s Son because He shares the nature and attributes of His Father!  He	is the Son Of A Carpenter, the Son Of A Virgin, but He is “THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON” of Almighty God!








 “WHEN YOU THINK THINGS ARE COMING APART”





TEXT:  Mark 6:31





INTRO:  A.  Vance Havner, preacher of years past said:  “Come apart and rest awhile or you will come apart.”  Our Savior told his work-weary disciples:  “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while…” Notice the additional statement in the text:  “for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.”   Things were hectic, they needed some rest, they had to “come apart” or they would soon come apart.


                B.  With our hectic whirlwind lifestyles the divorce rate is up (even among Christians), families are falling apart, there is little stability, everything runs faster, our schedules demand more; we not only have abandoned “snail mail” for e-mail, we now carry our telephones with us…even to church!  (Please don’t!)  We not only can’t find time for devotions or a “quiet time” we are even too busy on our vacations – we have to be doing something or going somewhere all the time!  It takes several days after we arrive on vacation to settle into a slower pace!  But even believers are to “come apart”…





I.  SABBATH-REST:  Ex. 20:8-11





    A.   Principle:  Rest Time





NOTE:  The word “Sabbath” means “to desist from exertion…to pause…to celebrate…intermission.”





1.  Yes, I know the Sabbath was for Israel, but the principle of needed rest is established for mankind.


           2.   Everything needs time out or time off!





ILLUS:  Not only did man and his animals get time off under God’s direction, but even the land had a Sabbath or rest time.





Leviticus 25:1-5


And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.  Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land.                                                        





 3.   The penalty for not observing the Sabbath was death!   





Exodus 31:14-15


Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people.  Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.      S.A. Num. 15:32-36





ILLUS:  Today we don’t stone people for working on the Lord’s Day (which is NOT the Sabbath), but the penalty for not resting is still death.  Stress is the #1 killer in our society and it produces heart attacks, strokes, ulcers, and possibly even cancer.  The failure to observe the “REST TIME” principle is still severe.


                 I learned this the hard way.  In my former ministry in Glen Burnie, Md., I was under an unusual amount of stress, and then when of the men in the church passed away suddenly.  I was his friend and I took it unusually hard.  On a Wed. night I literally collapsed in the pulpit and had to be carried out.  An unsaved Dr. began to question me about my 7 day, non-stop, 16-18 hr. day schedule and “preached” to me about the fact that “even God rested on the 7th day”  and did I think I was stronger than God?   I began trying to take off 1 day each week to do something other than the ministry.  Finally my family had me back.





II.  STILLNESS:





    A.   Principle:  Refreshment Time





1.  In our opening text the disciples came to Jesus all excited about what they had been doing to promote His message.  V.30


           2.   He would use this to teach them a valuable lesson.  V.31





a.   They were so busy and mobbed by the crowds they didn’t even have time to stop and eat.  (Ever been there?)


                   b.   They needed refreshment…not just physical…they needed to STOP and BE STILL!





ILLUS:  The Scriptures admonish us to “BE STILL and KNOW THAT I AM GOD!”  Ps. 46:10a   There is no record in the Bible that Jesus ever “ran” anywhere or that God is ever in a hurry.  In fact we are taught that God is longsuffering, patient and that we need to emulate Him.   (This is not an excuse for laziness, which God condemns and despises and even demands excommunication from the local church for lazy people.)


                 But the God Who made us knows that we need some “down-time” to refresh ourselves so we can attack our work time with even more vigor.  





	 3.   The “come apart” principle is the opposite of being restless.


             4.   We need to “come apart” for rest and reflection.  (text)





ILLUS:  After the episode of Moses losing his ticket to the Holy Land due to his impatience with the people of God (Num. 20:8-11), he nonetheless retreated to the mountaintop to be alone with God and reflect and to calm his ruffled spirit.  


                 Our Savior often slipped away even from His disciples so He could reflect and be refreshed.  As a man He too became weary and knew fatigue.  He knew the secret to refreshment was in getting alone with God!   It will work for you too.   Do you have a daily “quiet time” when it is just you and Him?





III.  SOLITUDE:





    A.   Principle:  Rejuvenation Time





Isaiah 30:15


For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.





ILLUS:  New Zealand has their own “Yellowstone Park” where they have geysers which erupt every so often.  When it doesn’t respond on time to entertain visitors, the guide throws some detergent into the large hole in the ground.  Soon a gurgling sound is heard and the geyser erupts.  This is what often happens when a believer doesn’t “come apart and rest a while.”  The slightest thing will set him or her off and he will blow!





          1.   Vacations and down time are not luxuries, they are necessities.


Working non-stop not only has physical ramifications, but family repercussions, promotes 


discontent, worry, oppression, criticism of others, etc.





ILLUS:  Even Paul, like Moses, had an flash point.  He too was just flesh.  (see Acts 23:1-5)  It is nearly impossible that Paul would not recognize the High Priest, but after “losing it” he quickly recovered and quoted Scripture to show he was wrong.   This was toward the end of a very difficult ministry with trials, persecution (esp. by religious Jews), testings, beatings, imprisonment, etc.  Besides all that he had the “care of all the churches” weighing on him daily.  No wonder he erupted!  





3.   The Lord said: “In quietness and confidence shall be your strength…” and that is an excellent remedy for an irritable and unhappy saint.


4.   Sometimes solitude, just getting alone and quiet can be like a healing balm; getting alone with the Lord has definite healthful qualities.


          5.   We need to regularly “come apart” before we come apart!





	     a.   We need daily “down time” when we just get alone with the Lord.


                 b.   We need weekly “change of pace” time when we do something other than our daily grind.


                 c.   We need “Sabbaths” like holidays, family get-togethers, etc. throughout the year.


                 d.   We need a complete change of venue or change of scenery annually, like vacations, to 


                  recharge and rejuvenate.





ILLUS:  Any motor or piece of equipment that runs without stopping is heading for a breakdown.  That includes the human body, even the body of the believer.   We don’t need to feel guilty about it, in fact, we need to feel guilty if we don’t “come apart.”





CONCL:  When you feel like things are “coming apart” CLAIM THIS PROMISE and “COME APART…AND REST A WHILE.”








“JUST JESUS!”





TEXT:  Mark 9:1-9





THESIS:  To reveal to saints and sinners alike that they must trust in Christ alone and not in their works, religion or knowledge.





INTRO:  A.  The Transfiguration of Christ is a unique experience, but those involved:  Jesus, Moses and Elijah are often mentioned together (as are Peter, James and John).





Jesus, Moses and Elijah are all mentioned in the last 4 verses of the OLD TESTAMENT 


All 3 are associated with a Mountain (Sinai, Carmel, and Calvary).


All 3 fast for 40 days.


All 3 stand in “the presence of the Lord.”


All 3 are sent to minister to Israel.


All 3 crossed water miraculously.


All 3 were associated with the river Jordan.


All 3 personally selected someone to minister in their place (Joshua, Elisha and the Holy Spirit.)


All 3 destroy their enemies with fire which obeys their spoken command.


All 3 have power over the natural elements and are associated with miracles.


All 3 are associated with Israel in the Tribulation Period.





TRANS:  We are “JUST DUST” therefore all we need is “JUST JESUS!”





I.  “JUST JESUS” SEEMS INSUFFICIENT AT TIMES:  v.8





ILLUS:  Someone calls and tells of their broken home and my prescription is “JUST JESUS.”  Another comes and tells of his broken heart and my remedy is “JUST JESUS.” Others speak of broken bodies and our solution is “JUST JESUS.”  How simplistic it seems.  How insufficient it appears to the natural mind.  (1 Cor. 2:14)


              The disciples were on the Mt. top with Moses, Elijah, and Jesus and had experienced what no mortal had seen, the vision of the Lawgiver, the Prophet of Israel and the Messiah…together!  Now they were back to “JUST JESUS.”  How quickly they had to come down from the Mt.  They wanted to stay and build 3 tabernacles (v.5) and as soon as that suggestion was made (putting Moses and Elijah on the same level as Jesus), Moses and Elijah disappear and they are left, and must be content with “JUST JESUS!”





    A.   “Just Jesus” Is Better Than No Jesus!





   1.   They might have looked up and saw no-one!


   2.   They would have departed with many questions and no Teacher.


   3.   They would have gone down with no Champion against Satan.  v.14-29


   4.   They would have descended with no Wise Man to face the Pharisees and their other enemies.


   5.   They would have left the Mt. with out a Shepherd to care for their needs.





ILLUS:  Many are like the disciples who are exhilarated for a period and lifted up to the mountain top on Sunday and then suddenly Mon. AM the thrill is gone and you are left with “JUST JESUS!” Others are like those who come out of a liturgical church and were satisfied for a while with  “JUST JESUS” but became disenchanted and returned to the rituals and relics.


              He said “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  Trust Him alone!  The Church is not decapitated…the Living Head lives with in us Moses and Elijah are gone but


Jesus is still here.





    B.   “JUST JESUS” is Better Than “Just Moses.”





  1.   His face would have shone, his person would have awed them:





  a.   But who would exchange the light of the moon for that of the sun?


   b.   Who would exchange the cold moonbeams of Moses for the sunny rays of the Savior?





  2.   He was the Great Lawgiver of Israel, but…





  a.   Who would exchange law for love?


   b.   Who would exchange a man-of-God for the God-man?


   c.   Who would exchange types and symbols for substance and reality?





ILLUS:  Many prefer ritual to the Rose of Sharon, symbolism to the Savior, Law to the Lamb of God, antiquity to the Ancient of Days, the signs of the Zodiac to the Bright and Morning Star, priest-craft to the High Priest.  They talk of Jesus, but see MOSES ONLY!





 3.   He was the leader of a mighty nation, but…





   a.   Who would prefer the Law-giver to the Law-Fulfiller?


   b.   Who would prefer the sights of Sinai to the Christ of Calvary?





ILLUS:  Many prefer their own righteousness to imputed righteousness.  Many prefer Moses only to JESUS ONLY.  They prefer the thunders and lightnings on Sinai to the tears and love of Calvary.





    C.   “JUST JESUS” is Better Than “Just Elijah”:





   1.   His countenance would have given them strength:





     a.   But who would prefer the lion’s roar of Elijah to the Lamb’s gentle invitation?


b.   Who would prefer the fiery vengeance of Mt. Carmel to the tear-stained Garden of


Gethsemane?


     c.   Who would prefer the terrors of Mt. Carmel to the excellencies of the Mt. of Olives?





ILLUS:  But many prefer “Elijah only” to “JESUS ONLY!”  Prophecies of the future fascinate them more than thoughts of present salvation and victory over sin.





    2.   His courage would have challenged them:





      a.   But who would prefer the preparer over the Prince of Peace?


      b.   But who would exchange the brightness of the sun for the darkness of a candle?





ILLUS:  Some prefer “Elijah Only.”  They stand at the threshold of salvation, but never enter the door.  They halt between 2 opinions while admiring those who are decisive.  So near the feast, yet starving; so near the Kingdom, yet standing outside.





    D.   JUST JESUS” is better than “Just Moses, Elijah and Jesus:”





1.   Moses could preach Law and make men tremble, then Jesus could follow with His Gospel of  grace and truth.


2.   Elijah could call down fire from heaven and then Jesus could lift the humbled spirits of the seekers.





ILLUS:  But it is better to look up and see “JUST JESUS” than Moses, Elijah and Jesus!  When it is night we can look up and see the stars and moon, but when the sun comes up they disappear in its brightness.  The ceremonies are fulfilled in “JUST JESUS” and the prophecies are fulfilled in “JUST JESUS.”  It is better to see Moses and Elijah IN Christ than to see them WITH Christ.


             But some prefer the nursery and crib to manhood and maturity.  Moses and Elijah must decrease, but Christ must increase till it is “JESUS ONLY!”





II.  “JUST JESUS” IS MORE THAN SUFFICIENT FOR ALL THINGS:


 


    A.   “JUST JESUS” Is Sufficient For Comfort From Fear:  Mt. 17:5-8





   1.   Moses was gone and could impart no comfort:  the Law is a curse.


   2.   Elijah was gone and could impart no consolation:  Prophecy is insufficient.





B.   “JUST JESUS” Is Sufficient For Salvation From Sin:  





   1.   Jesus alone is your Sin-bearer – a “greater than Moses is come.”


   2.   Jesus alone is your Savior – a “greater than Elijah is come.”





 C.   “JUST JESUS” Is Sufficient For Power For Living:  v. v.28-29





    1.   Moses’ Law could not provide either salvation nor power to live for God.


    2.   Elijah’s prophecies could not provide spiritual power to server God.





ILLUS:  Moses could not guarantee Israel’s strength.  Elijah’s fire-from-heaven was spectacular, but only Christ could impart His Holy spirit and His power to us.  Acts 1:8





  D.   “JUST JESUS” Is Sufficient for Strength In Our Weakness:





      1.   “JESUS ONLY” is the strength for martyrs.


      2.   “JESUS ONLY is the victorious One…He even conquered death.





  E.   “JUST JESUS” is Sufficient For Faith In Time Of Death:





      1.   His grace is sufficient as we face the death of others.


      2.   His grace will be sufficient when we face our own death.





  F.   “JUST JESUS” Is Sufficient For Rewards In Heaven:





      1   .There are no rewards for keeping the Law of Moses.


      2.   There are no rewards for knowing eschatology.





CONCL:  Christ is sufficient for you in life and death…”JUST JESUS!” Quit trying to keep the Law and trust in “JUST JESUS!” Quit trying to unlock the secrets of the future and trust in “JUST JESUS!”





                Unsaved, get your eyes off Mt. Sinai and Mt. Carmel and on to Mt. Calvary and “JUST JESUS!”








"GOD'S FIREWORKS"





TEXT: Mark 9:43-48





THESIS: To present the vivid reality and the biblical doctrine of hell.





INTRO: A. When speaking of eternal and infinite things we must bow to the revelation of God in His word.  We cannot know some things by reason, experimentation or experience.





QUOTE: Chafer: "In no way does man reveal his littleness more effectively than when he exhibits surprise over the fact that there are some realities in the universe which he cannot understand."





               B. Hell is one of those infinite and eternal things.  Hell is "GOD'S FIREWORKS" originally prepared for the devil and his angels.  When men also decide to follow him they will join withthese unholy creatures there forever!





I.  THE DOCTRINE OF PUNISHMENT FOR SIN IN HELL:





    A.   Hell Is Not Inconsistent with God's Character:





QUOTE: Chafer:  "Men try to rescue God from an undesireable reputation by saying He Who is love could not send souls to hell!  They misunderstand His character.  When the creature knows the evil character as God knows it and the perfection of holiness which sin outrages, then he may sit in judgment on the question of whether eternal retribution of men and angels is consistent with the character of God."





1.   It is not inconsistent with His justice...sin is infinitely evil and thus demands infinite punish-ment.


2.   It is not inconsistent with His mercy...He had demonstrated His mercy in Christ and His mercy cannot overrule His justice.





    B.   Hell Is Required By God's Character:





          1.   It is suitable that God should infinitely hate sin.





                 a.   Sin is infinitely evil thus must be infinitely hated.


                 b.   God is infinitely holy thus must infiniitely hate evil.





          2.    It is suitable that God should express His hatred for sin.





                 a.   If God hates sin it is proper for Him to express His hatred.


                 b.   If God hated sin and did not express His hatred He would be inconsistent.


                 c.   God's expression of His infinite hatred for sin is Hell!





    C.   Hell Is Set Forth In God's Word:





           1.   The honesty and integrity of God is involved.


           2.   If God hates sin and must punish it His integrity demands that He warn men of it!


           3.   The revelation of God is His gracious warning.





II. THE DURAYION OF PUNISHMENT FOR SIN IN HELL:  (TEXT)





    A.   The Terms Used Denote Eternality:





Mt. 25:41  


Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 





ILLUS: The R/C's make punishment a temporary thing in Purgatory.  The J/W's make death merely the cessation of life and annihilation of the wicked their ultimate destiny.





1.   But God's Word uses words denoting the eternal nature of the suffering of the beings consigned to this awful place.





Rev. 14:11  


And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 





Rev. 20:10  


And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 





         2.   If heaven is eternal, so is hell!





Mt. 25:46  


And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 





   B.   The Testimony of Deity:





          1.   God from the beg. to the end of Script. states, teaches, implies and asserts eternal punishment.


          2.   Hell is a "PLACE" of torment as seen in the terms used to describe it...





                 a.   "everlasting fire"  Mt.25:41


                 b.   "their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched"  Mk. 9:44


                 c.   "the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone"  Rev. 21:8


                 d.   "weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth"  Mt. 8:12


                 e.   "fire unquenchable"  Lk. 3:17


                 f.   "furnace of fire" Mt. 13:42


                 g.   "blackness of darkness forever"  Jude 13


h.   "the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day nor 


night"  Rev.14:11





QUOTE: Chafer:  "In these instances a figure of speech is not a license to modify the thought which the figure expresses; it is rather to be recognized that a fig. of speech, in these passages is a feeble attempt to declare in language that which is beyond the power of words to describe."





ILLUS: Christ Himself "has disclosed almost all that is revealed of this place of retribution.  It is as though no human author could be depended upon to speak forth all of this terrible truth."


        If we accept the Scripts. as God's Word then the fire of hell is forever and is literal!  The Scripts. describe eternal things in finite language.  Yet the reality is always more sure and forceful than the figure used to describe it!  It is a blazing inferno which torments the wicked forever...without ever consuming them!  God pity them!!!





III. THE DESIREABILTIY OF PUNISHMENT OF SIN IN HELL:





    A.   To Vindicate the Injured Majesty of God:





           1.   God has been offended and He must be satisfied.


           2.   God has been disobeyed and He must exact retribution.





    B.   To Glorify His Justice:





           1.   God is a just Governor and Hell will prove it!





ILLUS: Now all is apparent chaos.  The wicked prosper, sin is successful.Hell will right every wrong.





            2.   God is a just Judge and Hell will prove it!





    C.   To Exalt His Saints:





1.   The happiness of heaven will be multiplied by the reality of hell and the persecution of the saints will be stopped forever.





Rev. 6:9-10   


9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:


10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? (





            2.   The reality of hell will make heaven a more prized possession.





CONCL: "GOD'S FIREWORKS" were kindled for the punishment of sinners in justice.  The punish-ment for sin can be avoided only by fleeing to Christ, our holy Provision for heaven.  He paid it all!  Come, escape, accept Him and heaven!!








 “BREAKING OUT OF YOUR RUT”





TEXT:  Mark 10:46-52





THESIS:  To give some principles for breaking the “status quo” in a stagnant Christian life.





INTRO:  A. 1997 will be just like 1996 and all the other previous years  - unless you decide to “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” now! Ruts are comfortable, but unproductive.  Someone said “A rut is a grave with both ends kicked out.”  





           B.  Some are so content with the “status quo” (a rut!) and so comfortable in your laziness, lethargy and laxity that you have no desire to change.  I can’t help you!  But some of you are tired and weary over your failures, your sin, and your fruitlessness as a Christian and you are ready for a change.  If I knew your name I would do as Christ did at Lazarus’ tomb and cry “Lazarus (your name), come forth!”  





TRANS:  I am not interested in how you got into your rut.  Perhaps you are there thru circum-stances over which you had little control.  My concern is that you are not content with being there and have a genuine desire for change.  You really do want to be a better Christian.  You really do want to do something which will count for Christ in 1997.  You really do want to “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” and do something you will be glad you did when you stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ…





1   TAKE RESPONSIBILITY (FOR YOUR OWN LIFE)!  V.46-47a





A.   Be Alert To Opportunities:





  1.   Perhaps he had heard about Jesus’ healing the man born blind in the Temple.


  2.   What Jesus has done for others, he can do also for you.





ILLUS:  Allen Snare was just another deaf man, but now he is a Pastor.  The Langtons are just ordinary people, but they yielded to the Lord and He is using them among our handicapped.  Jan Lessman is just a housewife, but the Lord is using her to be an effective bus captain.  Keith Adams was just a steel worker, but God used him many years as a Children’s Church worker.  Pastor Delquadro is from South Philly, but…





B.   Don’t Wait For Anyone:





1.   Bartimaeus was just another poor, blind beggar among a “great number of people…” (surely many with other afflictions), but he couldn’t wait for anyone else to take him to Jesus - he took responsibility for his own life.


2.   It would be nice if the other young people got their hearts right…or your spouse decided to serve the Lord…or …





11   BELIEVE GOD:  v.47b,51b





A.   Don’t Allow Problems To Define Your Life:





  1.   With God all things are possible!


  2.   Don’t focus on yourself or your failures, but on the Lord and His omnipotence





B.   Don’t Permit Past Failures To Destroy Your Future:





1.   This man refused to be silenced; he knew what he wanted and refused to be Intimidated. “…have mercy on me”


2.   He had been blind long enough and he was willing to believe that Jesus was the Messiah of the OLD TESTAMENT Scriptures Who would open the eyes of the blind.





ILLUS:  Jesus didn’t heal everyone in His day, nor does He do so today.  But He never turns down those who believe Him for a miracle.  The problem is not with His power but with our weakness of faith.  We can have the victory over sin - we can become a soul-winner - we can tithe - we can be or do something great for Him.





111   IGNORE OTHERS:  v.48





A.   Don’t Be Discouraged:





  1.   This man refused to let others discourage him from coming to Jesus.


 2.   Perhaps some said: “Jesus isn’t interested in a blind beggar…” or “Jesus doesn’t have time  


 for you…” or - ?





B.   Don’t Be Defeated:





  1.   If this man had listened to the crowd, he would have gone through life blind, for Jesus never 


            passed by this way again.


  2.   If you fail to claim your opportunity today - perhaps you will miss the opportunity of your 


            lifetime; maybe the Holy Spirit will not convict you again.





1V   CLARIFY NEEDS:  v.51a





A.   Be Specific:





  1.   Jesus asked an open ended question and the blind man stated his need.


  2.   This man had many needs, but he singled out the one he considered most important  his sight.


3.   Until you clearly identify your greatest need and carefully and specifically pray for it, things 


           will not change.





ILLUS:  If it is boldness in witnessing you need, tell the Lord that!  If you want to see your mother saved, tell Him so (tell her also!). Be specific about confession of sins.  Be specific about praying for missionaries. Be specific about a need you have. Be specific about how much money you need.  





B.   Articulate Goals:





  1.   Do you want to win a certain number of souls per month or week this year?


  2.   Do you want to have a certain number of riders on your bus next week?


  3.   Do you want to have victory over a besetting sin?





ILLUS:  If I had not been specific last Sun. morning about Video Store membership, I would not have gotten 3 membership cards at the close of the service.





V   DON’T HESITATE:  v.49-50





A.   Don’t Wait For Ideal Circumstances:





  1.   He came in his blindness, but with his faith.


  2.   He responded immediately to Jesus’ inivtation.


  3.   He cast “away his garment” - that which identified him as a blind beggar and “rose and came 


            to Jesus.”





V1   BE DECISIVE:  v.50





    A.   Do It Now!


			 


  1.   Since now is the only time we have, do whatever you are going to do for the Lord without 


 	waiting for better circumstances.


   2.   If this blind beggar had waited, he would have died blind!


   3.   If you wait, you may miss the one opportunity God is giving you to “GET OUT OF YOUR 


           	 RUT!”





V11   FOLLOW JESUS:  v.52





    A.   Get Excited About Your Victory!





ILLUS:  This man surely had sights (the countryside, the glories of the Temple, etc.) to see now that he had his eyes open, but he wanted to see Jesus and be with Him!  He no doubt had loved ones he had never laid eyes on, but He wanted to see Jesus and be with the One Who healed Him!  (The same will be true of each of us when we get to heaven.  Our loved ones may be there, but we will want to be with Jesus - the One Who opened our eyes!)





CONCL:  Surely as Christians we ought to be as anxious to get out of the rut of our mediocre Christianity as this blind man was to see!  Why not “BREAK OUT OF YOUR RUT” today?  








"CANCEL YOUR DEBTS TO RECEIVE YOUR PAYMENTS"





TEXT: Mark 11:25-26





THESIS: To show that forgiveness is a prerequisite to loving, praying and giving.





INTRO: A. The Dictionary defines Forgiveness as: Cancelling a debt.  It lists synonyms as pardon, absolve, remit, release.  It says that to forgive means to give up resentment or the desire to punish; to stop being angry with, to pardon, to overlook, to give up all claim to punish or exact penalty for an offense.  Simply put, it means we are to cancel all the debts owed to us.  It may be that the debt was legitimate, but we are to cancel it.





                B.  The Bible teaches that unless we cancel our debts we cannot receive the benefits and blessings God wants to bestow upon us.  Forgiveness or lack of forgiveness affects every area of our lives, especially in the spiritual realm.  Our loving, our praying and even our giving is adversly affected by a lack of forgiveness.  Lack of forgiveness on our part stops the giving of blessings on God's part.  So the principle is: "CANCEL YOUR DEBTS TO RECEIVE YOUR PAYMENTS" or more simply forgive to be forgiven and to receive God's attention and blessings.





TRANS: Let's examine 3 areas which affect God's "payments" to us if we do not "cancel our debts" or forgive others...





I.  LOVING and FORGIVING:





Eph .4:32  


And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 





    A.   Love Demands Forgiveness:





            l.   Thank God for His love which prompts His forgiveness.





ILLUS: Suppose God were to respond to our offences the way we often respond to those who offend us!  Instead of forgiveness He would retaliate and since He is all powerful He could burn our homes, kill our children, maim our loved ones, inflict pain on us, etc.  Thank God for His forgiveness.





           2.   Because He loves and forgives, we should do likewise.


           3.   Love is the twin sister to forgiveness; we will forgive those we love if our love is genuine.





ILLUS: What is love?  Love is that which causes us to look at other's faults thru a telescope and at our own thru a microscope.  Love is the medicine that cures all hatred, malice, envy and jealousy.  Love is not blind, but though it sees more it is willing to become blind to what it sees.  Love is caring for a baby who through a toothless smile returns to the mother the food it just ate.  Love is hugging a child who in one breath says "I wuv you" and the next minute holds that breath till he turns blue.  Love is patience with a teen who cleans her room till its spotless one day and the next day leaves it looking like the aftermath of Desert Storm.  Love is devotion to a wife who is warm as the equator one day and cold as an igloo the next.  Love is a wife's patience with a husband who spends an hour one day looking for flowers and refuses to spend 10 minutes picking up his dirty clothes the next.  Love is a church member's patience with a preacher who is a silver tongued Apollos one Sunday and who couldn't pass a High School speech test the next.  Love is a widow standing at a graveside saying, "I would rather be your widow than the wife of any other man on earth."  Love is two straws in a soda, two hands in the same bag of popcorn.  Love unlocks the coffers of heaven and propels the generosity of our Savior to His children.





    B.   Forgiveness Proves Love:





I Jn. 3:18  


My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 





1.   Perhaps the reason you harbor ill feelings toward that one who has offended you is that you lack genuine love toward him/her.


2.   In fact, the truth is many refuse forgiveness because they harbor hatred, not love in their hearts!





I Jn. 3:10 


In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not right-eousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 





I Jn.  4:20-21  


20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?


21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 





            3.   When there is no forgiveness, there is no love.





II. PRAYING and FORGIVING:





Mark 11:25  


And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 





    A.   Forgiveness Precedes Prayer:





l.   It is true that God takes care of His children and their basic needs even when there is little or no forgiveness evident in their lives.





ILLUS: God fed the rebellious children of Israel for 40 yrs.  He fed backslidden Elijah under the Juniper tree.  He provided safety in the whale's belly for stubborn Jonah.  But He didn't drop filet mignon or prime rib on them or give Jonah the presidential suite at the Hilton.





2.   God doesn't take care of His children because they are good children but because they are His children; it is a matter of position not condition.





NOTE: A good parent may spank his child when he misbehaves, but he will not starve him to death or leave him out in the freezing cold without clothing.





3.   But God desires to do more than just provide the basics for His children; when our hearts are right toward others God is more likely to open the windows of heaven and pour out His blessings on us.


4.   God will not allow a Christian great power in prayer till bitter-ness, strife, envy, jealousy and hatred are emptied from his heart.





ILLUS: It was when David's heart responded properly to his enemy, King Saul, that God gave David the desires of his heart.  It was when Peter's heart was right toward the Gentiles that God used him to win the first Gentiles.





    B.   Prayer Includes Forgiveness:





Matt. 18:35  


So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from  your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.





ILLUS: Cf. Mt. 18:21-35   The Master forgave a debt of 10,000 talents ($10,000,000), but the servant refused to forgive a hundred pence ($20.00)!





l.   Many things hinder answered prayer, e.g., unfaithfulness to church  (Prov. 28:9), stinginess in giving (Mal. 3:7-10).





ILLUS: Suppose someone came to your house and robbed you.  Would you support him?  If he asked you for special favors, would you grant them?  Of course not, and neither will God.





2.   But the greatest hindrance to answered prayer is wrong relations with others, including spouses. (I Pet. 3:7)





III. GIVING and FORGIVING:





Matt. 5:23-24  


23   Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;


24   Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.





    A.   Reconciliation and Giving:





           l.   Giving and reconciliation are both important, but reconciliation is more important.


We are not to neglect either; in fact, we are to FIRST leave our gift at the altar THEN go and 


make reconciliation.





ILLUS: We are not to stop giving because someone has a problem with us.  But we have an obligation to get the matter straightened out.


        In this situation, your heart may be clean but you are commanded to go to the one who has the problem.  Why?  Because God in His omniscience knows the more spiritual one would more likely initiate reconciliation than the less spiritual.  To fail to attempt reconciliation demonstrates a low level of spirituality like the one who has the problem.  Two wrongs!  Even if the animosity is totally on the other side (rare), we are to seek re- conciliation.





    B.   Giving Is an Act of Love:





            l.   Before praying for our personal needs we are to give - to show our love.


            2.   Before praying for big answers we are to be sure that we have clean hearts toward others.


  3.   Before we can have intimate fellowship with God and His people we must seed reconciliation 


with those who have something in their hearts against us.





CONCL: Christian, why not "CANCEL YOUR DEBTS TO RECEIVE YOUR PAYMENTS"?  Why not just forgive those who trespass against you, as your Heavenly Father has forgiven your trespasses against Him?





         Unsaved, why not let the Lord "CANCEL YOUR DEBTS...?"








"GIFTS JESUS WANTS FROM ALL OF US THIS CHRISTMAS"





TEEXT: Mark 12:30





THESIS: To show some things we could give to the Lord this Christmas.





INTRO: A. Did you get what YOU wanted for Christmas?  Some will probably give an enthusiastic "YES!," others a dismayed "NO!," and some a half hearted "Well, yes...almost."  (I personally can say a hearty "Yes!" thanks to many of you.  I am driving my "new" car.)





                B. Let me ask a more pointed question: Did Jesus get what He wanted from you this Christmas?  Some will say "I guess..." others "I hope so...” a few may say "Yes" and many will say "I don't know" or "How do I know?" The Bible tells us about some "GIFTS JESUS WANTS FROM ALL OF US THIS CHRISTMAS."  This list is small and not at all complete, but I am sure He would be pleased with at least 3 gifts...





I.  GIFT #1: OUR LOVE





Mk. 12:30  


And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 





NOTE: The reason I know the Lord would be pleased to get this gift is because He Himself says that this is the FIRST commandment.





    A.   For Him:





           1.   He wants us to love Him with all our heart!





          	      a.   This is affectionate love; i.e., intense, emotional, fervent love.


b.   This is passionate love; i.e., nothing is withheld from someone whom we love passion-ately.





ILLUS: This is the kind of love that drives men to lay down their lives for those whom they love; to give everything; to withhold nothing.





            2.   He wants us to love Him with all our soul!





          	      a.   This is deep love; i.e., from deep within our very being.


b.   Our soul is the real person which lives within us, it is our very life; this is how deep our  love is to be for Him.





            3.   He wants us to love Him with all our mind!





          	      a.   This is intellectual love; i.e., love which follows a decision to love someone.


b.   This is the kind of love a man is to have for his wife: "Husbands love your wives" i.e. make a decision to do so and then follow thru.





ILLUS: Loving with the mind is possible even when the object of our love is removed from us.  I can love my wife even when I am in another place.  I can sit on the platform and think of someone I see and reach out with love to them.  I can love them by praying for them.  I decide whom I will love and the depth of that love.





          	     c.   This is love which grows the better we get to know Him.





           4.   He wants us to love Him with all our strength!





                 a.   This is a love which cannot be broken.





ILLUS: The martyrs proved they had this kind of love.  Even though tortured and their loved ones murdered, their homes destroyed...they continued to love.  Their tormentors could not touch their love or weaken it.





5.   This kind of love says that no sacrifice is too great, no inconvenience is too harsh, no gift is too great.





ILLUS: Have YOU given Him your love this Christmas?  Your unreserved, powerful, intense, emotional, intellectual, unbreakable love?  It is what He wants!  If so you will have no trouble going even deeper...





    B.   For Others:





Mark 12:31  


And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.


          


           1.   Elsewhere the Bible declares that we cannot love God without loving others.


           2.   True love for God will result in true love for others.





ILLUS: Is there someone you need to get right with today?  Don't say you love God if you don't love others enough to forgive them.  Why don't you make a phone call today and give God the gift He wants for Christmas; the forgiveness He demands before He will accept your love for Him?





I John 4:20-21  


20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?


21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 





II. GIFT #2: OUR WORSHIP





Mt. 4:10  


Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.





    A.   Private Worship:





  1.   If you don't have private, personal devotions - why don't you make a holy, solemn vow to do 


  so today?


  2.   Our private worship includes serving Him; empty reading of the Word and prayer without 


  activity is meaningless.





Jas. 1:22  


But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 





Jas. 2:26  


For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 





    B.   Public Worship:





Heb. 10:24-25  


24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:


25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 





ILLUS: Why not give Christ the gift of worship for Christmas this year?





III. GIFT #3: OUR TRUST





Rom. 14:2b


 ...for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 





    A.   Saving Faith:





Heb. 11:6  


But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 





    B.   Serving Faith:





1.   Empty lip service is not what the Lord wants from His children; that's why He refers soften   to us as "servants."


           2.   Loving the Lord and worshipping the Lord always results in serving the Lord.





NOTE: Service is proof of love and the outworking of worship.





CONCL: Why not give "GIFTS JESUS WANTS FROM ALL OF US THIS CHRISTMAS?" Give Him unreserved love, both toward Him and others; true worship, both public and private; and then demonstrate your faith or trust in Him by calling on Him to save you and then believing He has and enlisting in His service! 








 “Y2K – MILLENNIUM MADNESS OR PROPHETIC POSSIBILITIES?”





TEXT:  Mark 13:3-27





THESIS:  To show that there is virtually no prophetic significance to a millennium date.





INTRO:  A.  There is a difference between the Y2K Computer bug and Y2K, the year The Y2K Computer bug may create some chaos in the world due to our dependence on computers which may wrongly interpret the two digit code “00” for 1900 instead of 2000.  But there is virtually no prophetic significance to a change in the millennium to the year 2000 (Y2K).  The reason for this is simple; our calendar is not accurate!  It is off approximately 4 years…thus if Christ was born in 4 A.D. the real year 2000 will not occur till our 2004!


                  B.  There IS significance to a real 1000 year date however.  Many believe that the Biblical Millennium will take place at the close of man’s 6000 year history, i.e., if the OLD TESTAMENT period was 4000 years and the period from Christ to the Rapture is 2000 years, then the Millennial reign of Christ will take place in the 7000th year.  The Millennium will be equivalent to the 7th day of rest after God’s creative activity in Genesis.  This “Sabbath” rest took place after 6 days of creation and Hebrews 4 speaks of the “rest” of the Millennium.  (In fact it speaks of Salvation rest in v.3a, Sabbath rest in v.3b,4 and Millennial rest in v.5,6 – it also speaks of Caanan rest in v.7,8 and Present rest in v.9-11 –


but “who is sufficient for these things”?)





ILLUS:  Y2K will breed hysteria among fringe elements in our society.  There will be all kinds of predictions associated with the millennium change.  The same thing happened in Y1K (when 999 rolled over to 1000).  The predictions were that horses would walk backwards, clocks would run counterclockwise and that the world would end!  The RCC took advantage of the hysteria and confiscated tremendous amounts of property under the guise of being the Bride of Christ on the earth.





TRANS:  The Y2K bug and Y2K (the year) may coincide on the calendar, but there is no prophetic significance concerning the Y2K bug, though there may be some regarding the turn of the Millennium.  


	 Prophecy helps us to understand the future, but it also helps us to know where we are at present.  We can’t understand today unless we know about tomorrow.  Think of the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.  They all appear to be unrelated, until you look at the picture on the box.  By looking at the picture you can see how they can all fit together to make sense.  So with Bible prophecy.  Let’s look at 3 interesting prophetic counterfeits…





I.   COUNTERFEIT PEACE:  (NEW WORLD LEADER)





A	Enter the Antichrist:





   1.   The Antichrist cannot be revealed until the rapture takes place.


   He corresponds to the figure riding the white horse in Rev. 6 carrying a bow with no arrow


 and wearing a crown.








Rev. 6:2


And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 





    a.   He conquers peacefully at first.


    b.   That false peace is soon followed by war, famine and death, the infamous “4 horsemen of 


    the Apocaplypse.”





ILLUS:  Some suggest that the Antichrist may take control of the world when the Y2K bug infects computers worldwide; that he will offer a solution to the world’s dilemma.   But if you are looking for a sign for the Rapture, you might better look at the condition of the church in Rev.3:15-20, when the church is rich and lukewarm!  Some church complexes are more impressive and expensive that shopping malls and yet there is little real zeal for soul-winning or clean living among God’s people!   Look up…!





3.   This “abomination of desolation” prophesied by Daniel centuries ago will make a peace pact 


with Israel and keep it for the first 3 ½ years of the Tribulation


4.   Then when he has the world eating out of his hand thru the miracles he and the false prophet 


will perform, he will turn on those who put him in power, including the false prophet of the counterfeit church…





II.  COUNTERFEIT CHURCH:  (NEW WORLD RELIGION)





Introducing the False Prophet:  Rev. 17:4-6





The term “prophet” connotes the religious nature of this cohort of the Anti-christ.


He will no doubt be a Pope over a reorganized and re-energized Catholic called the “mother of


harlots” and will derive his power from the beast.





The harlot church is seen riding the Antichrist (beast) in Rev.17.


The beast elevates the one world, ecumenical, Roman harlot and for a time they feed each


other with power and control.


Their partnership speaks of the church’s illicit political association.


The impression is that she is in control, but later he will destroy her in the last half of the 


Tribulation, but she is apparently unaware of her precarious perch.





ILLUS:  The False Prophet arises out of the earth, probably signifying that he will be a Jew (the first Jewish Pope?), whereas the Antichrist arises out of the sea, meaning he will probably be a Gentile.  (We have recently seen Gentiles shaping Jewish politics and negotiating “peace” plans in Israel’s behalf with great acceptance among unbelieving Jews.  This illustrates how far apostasy will take people!)





  e.   Men will be allured and attracted by the dynamic, demonic charisma of the Antichrist and 


  the apparent docility of the False Prophet.


  f.   The False Prophet will intensify worship of the Antichrist thru his power to perform great 


  miracles, including the “resurrection” of the Antichrist.





ILLUS:  The ecumenical movement has surprised itself by the leaps in breaking down old barriers to church-to-church communication and communion.  ECT (Evangelicals and Protestants Together) have forged an unbelievable unity between Catholics and Protestants which effectively shuts down evangelistic efforts towards Catholics!  Will they now use the “entrance into the 3rd Millennium” to establish the One World Religion? (Though we will be in heaven before this amalgamation is complete, we are living to see its formation, just as we are living to see some pre-tribulation events shape up.)





III.  COUNTERFEIT MILLENNIUM: (NEW WORLD ORDER)





Hail to the Fuhrer (Satan):





1.   Many of this present generation may be unaware that Hitler’s Third Reich supposed to usher  in 1000 years of Nazi rule or a New Millennium.


   2.   Pres. George Bush spoke of a “Thousand (Millennium) points of light” as he ushered in the 


   “New World Order.”


   3.   Since then the New Age Movement has gained power and will no doubt be included in the 


New World Order of Satan’s counterfeit Millennium.


   4.  Pres. Clinton has already signed Executive Orders to create martial law and take over the 


country in the event a Y2K bug disaster takes place;  some are even suggesting that there will be no need for elections in the year 2000!  (This is extremely doubtful, in my opinion.)


  5.   The Tribulation is Satan’s “counterfeit millennium” where instead of ruling with a “rod of 


iron” like Christ in the true Millennium, he will rule with a number (666), in the Tribulation.





ILLUS:  While I do not believe that the Y2K bug will be the vehicle Satan will use, perhaps the Lord is giving us a glimpse of how it will be possible for Satan to control the world with a simple 3 digit computer code.  We are presently so dependent on computers that a global failure would create chaos in the world economy. 


It is interesting that the signs Jesus spoke of to his disciples concerning the coming Tribulation are accelerating. (text)


       	Examples:  The first earthquake on earth took place in Numbers 16:30 when God opened the earth to swallow Korah and company for their rebellion against God’s man in about 1500 B.C. (that’s about 2500 years after creation!).  Going back to when records were kept, 


from 1890-1910 there was only one quake registering 6.0 on the Richter Scale.  


From 1900 to 1910 there were 3;  


from 1910-1930 there were 4;  


from 1930-1940 there were 5;  


from 1940-1970 there were 13;  


from 1970-1980 there were 56; 


from 1980-1989 there were 310 and 


from 1990 –1998 there were 731! And counting!


Concerning “wars and rumors of wars” – there is a continued rise of anti-Semitism, and an alignment of nations against Israel.  The Islamic republics which have broken away from the Soviet Union and which possess weapons of mass destruction and the inclination to use those weapons, all fit in with what the Bible says about a coming war in the Middle East that will engulf the entire planet.  Of course there is also the sad scenario of weapons being launched inadvertently due to the Y2K glitch.  But even if that happens God’s people are admonished to “look up, for your redemption draweth nigh!”  


               The Y2K computer bug may not cause us to revert to old fashioned weapons, etc., but it could show us how that is possible in the future as we compare the descriptions of horses, spears, bows and arrows being used at Armageddon.  Suppose Y2K is simply a visual aid for believers to encourage us to trust our Bibles and our


God!





CONCL:  “Y2K – MILLENNIUM MADNESS OR PROPHETIC POSSIBILITIES?” may be more than just a catchy title for a message on prophecy.  It may be a wake up call for us to reevaluate our dedication.  These “counterfeits” WILL take place and condemn a lost world to hell.  We need to redouble our efforts to win the lost and live to please the Lord, who is coming to get us SOONER THAN WE THINK!








"THE NIGHT OUR SAVIOR SANG"





TEXT: Mark 14:26





THESIS: To reveal the thoughts or our Savior on the night of His betrayal as He sang with His disciples in the Upper Room.





INTRO: A. Jesus and His eleven disciples had just completed the Passover and our Savior had instituted the Lord's Supper.  Judas was missing.  He was meeting with the Sanhedrin to arrange for Jesus' capture.  Tension filled the air. The city was divided over this One they had just proclaimed their King. The eleven were fearful.  Our Savior, about to start on His death march, sang!





               B. On previous Passovers they had no doubt sung the same tradition hymns (Ps.113-118) but perhaps tonite He would say "We will not sing tonight."  But not so.  The disciples probably did not qualify for a choir that night.  Peter was probably sang bass, but with a fearful quiver in his voice.  John probably sang tenor with a sob.  Perhaps Thomas sang wondering what there was to sing about.  The others joined in nervously. But our Savior's voice was calm, full of assurance and no doubt carried theirs.   His perfect, strong, masculine voice gathered up all the creaky notes and the flat ones and lifted that hymn to majestic heights.





ILLUS: Only our Savior can take the sour notes in the dark hours of life andm transform them into praise.  Only He can take the flat places and sharp notes that cut and hurt and make them melodious.





TRANS: Let's listen in on the song our Savior sang with His disciples...





I.  HE SANG OF HIS HUMILIATION:  Ps. 113:4-8





    A.   Verse #1: Retrospect: v.4-5





1. As He sang these words His mind must have focused on those golden streets of glory which  were His home since before the beginning.


2. He had never known anything but the anthems of praise of the angels, the fellowship of the Godhead, His existence as Deity.





ILLUS: He sang about being "above the nations" but now two nations were lying in wait to manhandle and put Him to death.  There was nothing in that room that suggested Who He was, just a few flickering candles and cowering disciples but He sings "who is like unto the Lord our God...?"





    B.   Verse #2: Prospect: v.6-8





       	1.   But now He has humbled Himself and had clothed Himself with humanity.


       	2.   He Who was "equal with God" laid aside the form of Deity He enjoyed with the Father.  v.6


3.   The One Who fashioned the "heavens and the earth" now examines them from a vastly  different perspective.


4.   But His humiliation has a purpose and just before He walks out that fateful door He sings   about  it.  v.7-8


       	5.   His humiliation included our salvation!





II. HE SANG OF HIS EXALTATION: Ps. 115:1-8,15-16





    A.   A Hymn of Comparison:  v.1-8





       	1.   The heathen's question and answer:  v.1-3


       	2.   The heathen's gods and worship:  v.4-8





          	      a.   They cannot speak; He has spoken!


          	      b.   They cannot see; He is the all-seeing God!


          	      c.   They cannot hear; His ears are ever open to the sinners prayer and to the saints petitions!


          	      d.   They cannot smell; He is delighted in the sweet-smelling sacrifices of His people!


e.   They cannot feel; He has hands of compassion and power, the hands of creation, healing, compassion, giving, protection, hands about to be wounded!


f.   The cannot walk; His feet walked the hills of Judea, on the waters of Galilee, and would soon walk up the hill of Golgotha!





    B.   A Hymn of Creation: v.15-16





           1.   He is singing of Himself!


           2.   He sings of His creation and His creatures...us!





ILLUS: How sad He must have been as He realized what His creatures were missing in worshipping the false gods of their own making instead of the true God and their Creator!  Even sadder must have been His thoughts about His creatures planning His execution, even as He sang.  He also knew His disciples would flee in fear within hours!





III. HE SANG OF HIS CRUCIFIXION:  116:3





    A.   A Verse in the Minor Key:





           1.   We are told that "with the singing of an hymn, they went out..."


           2.   "Out" to what?





          	      a.   He went out to bloody sweat, the traitor's kiss, the mock trials.


b.  He went out to the crown of thorns, the plucked out beard, the back torn to ribbons, the pounding on the face, the filthy spit, the cursing, the mockery.


         	      c.   He went out to the blasphemy of the religionists, the abandonment of His friends.


          	      d.    He went out to the tearing of His flesh, the piercing of His hands and feet.


e.   He went out to the penalty of our sin, to the humiliation of nakedness, to the Father's turned away face!





ILLUS: He died not only FOR us but AS us!  He changed places with us.  God would deal with Him as He should have dealt with us.  We are "crucified with Christ", we were buried with Him, and we were raised with Him and sit together in heavenly places with Him NOW!





IV. HE SANG OF HIS RESURRECTION: 116:8-9; 118:17-18





    A.   A Stanza of Victory:





            1.   Good Friday was the gory scene; Easter Sunday was the glory scene!


            2.   His death was an apparent end; His resurrection was the actual beginning.


       	3.   The cross was His graduation; His empty tomb was His commencement!


       	4.   Hell and the demons held a celebration on Friday; Heaven held a celebration on Sunday!


       	5.   Crucifixion was the preliminary event; Resurrection was the Main Event!


       	6.   The hordes of hell were laughing on Friday; the heavenly host were rejoicing on Sunday!


7.   The prisoners in paradise were seemingly sealed at His death; He "led captivity captive" at His resurrection.


8.   His enemies were joyful and His friends fearful on Friday; His enemies were fearful and His friends were joyful on Sunday.


9.   Satan had bruised the Savior's heel at the cross; the Savior had bruised Satan's head at the empty tomb.


10.   The prophet's predictions of the Messiah's death came to pass on Friday; the Savior's own predictions of His res. came to pass on Sunday!


11.   Those who sang "Low in the grave He lay" one day, sang "Up from the grave He arose" three days later!


12.   The soldiers who guarded His tomb with courage for 3 days and nites fled the scene with cowardice at dawn on the 1st day of the week.





ILLUS: Hymn #176 "Christ Arose!"





V.  HE SANG OF HIS REJECTION: 118:22





    A.   A Somber Song:





ILLUS: It is said that when they were building the Great Pyramid the workers kept stumbling over a peculiarly shaped stone with5 sharp corners.  It just didn't fit into the bldg. anywhere.  Finally it was thrown aside and rejected.  When the sloping sides converged near the top, it was discovered that the capstone would have to be a stone with five corners, a pyramid in shape.   They had rejected the only stone which could complete the structure.  So with our Savior!  But He sings about it here!





           1.   He "went out" to die!


           2.   They "went out" to sleep!





QUES: Are YOU sleeping while souls are perishing?  Can you not watch with Him one hour...in prayer...Bible reading...teaching...singing...soul-wining?





CONCL: What an unlikely time and place for singing! But this was "THE NIGHT OUR SAVIOR SANG!"  He sang with mixed emotions as Man; but with absolute confidence in the outcome as the God-man!





        Because of the themes of His song this night we can sing with rejoicing this day!  Think of His humiliation, praise Him for His exaltation, thank Him for His crucifixion and resurrection and take care you do not enter into His rejection!
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