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PANORAMA

OF 

GOD’S WORD

A Survey of the Scriptures

Old Testament
This Panoramic study or survey of the Scriptures was taught as a Wednesday night Bible Study at Faith Baptist Church in Fairless Hills, PA.  Each Wednesday night one book of the Bible would be taught using appropriate visual materials on the overhead projector and printed handouts along with study sheets with the outline the same for each book.

This was one of the most profitable and enriching studies we have done and many commented on its blessings in their lives.  It was obvious as we constantly reviewed with the people that they were seeing the oveall consturcion of God’s Word and its design for the first time.

It is hoped that those same people will benefit from the printed form of these studies and that others who are being introduced to it for the first time will likewise be informed and inspired.

Pastor Paul C. Fedena
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PANORAMA OF THE BIBLE INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this survey of the scriptures is to give both factual informa​tion and devotional material to help the believer to grow in knowledge and in grace.

It is the author's desire to give the flavor of each book in God's Word and to blend each ingredient (or book) into a delightful whole. The individual parts (66 books) all lead to a unified picture, much like individual pieces in a jigsaw puzzle fit together to produce a beautiful scene. Each piece is important, but only when assembled can the overall design be appreciated.

Two main subjects, like gold and scarlet threads, run through the scriptures. Government (Is. 9:6, 7) and Redemption (Gen. 22:6, 7 "where is the Lamb...?").  You will see these twin threads woven throughout the tapestry of the Bible, and when you are conscious of them you will be delighted and amazed at the neatness and completeness of the details and the finished masterpiece.  You will notice how the crown of government passes from head to head. You will also thrill to see God's perfect plan of redemption unfold in all the types, symbols, pictures and ultimate reality in Christ. Both the crown of human government and the predes​tined plan of redemption focus down to only one person:  The King of Kings and the lamb slain before the foundation of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ.

In this study many facts are assembled: Numbers, statistics, etc. which are important, but they are only a part of the overall picture. A decided effort has been made to make these facts the foundation for sound doctrine and practical material which can be utilized daily by each believer. Each book will be anal​yzed, taught and applied.

Analysis:  Important facts and figures assembled so you can compare each book of the Bible with others, revealing 

     similarities and differences.

Interpretation:  The major (& minor) doctrines unfold in a progressive fashion and questions must be asked of each 
   
     book of the Bible concern​ing to whom it was written, for whom, its purpose, personalities, subjects, etc., before it 
     can be fitted into the overall design and contextually understood.  (Lk. 24-27)

Application:  Analysis and interpretation alone is often dull, uninterest​ing and irrelevant. But when applied and made 
 
     personal "our hearts burn within us" and our lives are changed.  (Lk. 24:32, 44, 45)

If I can increase your understanding and motivate and challenge you to study God's Word, live more holy and be more Christlike, I will have succeeded in my desire. May these 66 studies in the Book of Books bless your heart, increase your knowledge and whet your appetite for more.  "Bon-Appetit!"  (Jer. 15:16)
Pastor Paul C. Fedena
P.S. Grateful acknowledgement is given to the many authors, books and sources gleaned for this study.  (See bibliography) Also appreciated are the professors who taught me, Sunday School teachers who instructed me, individual Christians who challenged me with their questions and lives and to Pastors, Evangelists and Missionaries at whose feet I sat to absorb many of the truths in these lessons passed on now to you.  (II Tim. 2:2)
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Genesis—Generations to Joseph

Job—Jehovah and Suffering

Isaiah—Israel’s Suffering, Glory

Exodus—Exit from Egypt

Psalms—Praises and Pelitions

Jeremiah—Judah's Exile, Return

Leviticus—Levites and Sacrifices

Proverbs—Prudence in Life

Lamentations—Lament over Jerusalem

Numbers—Numbering the Jews

Ecclesiastes—Empliness in Life

Ezekiel—Expectations for Temple

Deuteronomy—Duplicate of Law

Song of Solomon—Sex in Marriage

Daniel—Days of Gentiles

Joshua—Judgment on Canaan

Judges—Jewish Sin Cycles

Ruth—Romance of Redemption

1 Samuel—Samuel and Saul

2 Samuel—Summary of David

1 Kings—Kingdom Is Divided

2 Kings—Kingdoms Taken Captive

1 Chronicles—Commentary on Samuel

2 Chronicles—Commentary on Kings

Ezra—Erection of Temple

Nehemiah—New City Walls

Esther—Escape of Jews

Hosea—Heart of Holiness

Joel—Jehovah's Judgment Day

Amos—Alttitudes toward Law

Obadiah—Obliteration of Edom

Jonah—Judgment Spared Nineveh

Micah—Morality in Society

Nahum—Nineveh's Soon Judgment

Habakkuk—Humanity and Sovereignty

Zephaniah—Zion's Remnant Saved

Haggai—House of God

Zechariah—Zion's Remnant Saved

Malachi—Messenger before Messiah

e
——The Topical Old Testament
HistorY EXPERIENCE PropPHECY
National — Past Individual — Present National— Future
PENTATEUCH POETRY MAJOR PROPHETS
Genesis. Job Isaiah
Exo‘d‘us Psalms Jeremiah
Leviticus Proverbs Lamentations
Numbers Ecclesiastes Ezekiel
Deuteronomy Song of Solomon Daniel
HISTORY MINOR PROPHETS
Joshua Hosea
Judges Joel
Ruth’ Amos
1 Samuel i
e Before Babylonian Exile _?::::"
1 Kings Micah
2 Kings Nahum
1 Chronicles Habakkuk
2 Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra " - Haggai
Nehemiah After BF:VEI“E”" Exile Zechariah
Esther a:n ) Malachi
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The Poetical Old Testament
Another author has summarized the Old
Testament topically in the following poem:

Genesis tells the world was made
By God's creative hand;

Exodus how the Hebrews marched,
To gain the Promised Land.

Leviticus contains the Law

Holy and just and good;

Numbers records the tribes enrolled,
All sons of Abraham'’s blood.

Moses in Deuteronomy
Records God'’s mighty deeds;
Brave Joshua in Canaan'’s land
The host of Israel leads.

In Judges their rebellion oft
Provokes the Lord to smite;

But Ruth records the faith of one
Well-pleasing in His sight.

In First and Second Samuel,

Of Jesse’s son we read;

Ten tribes in First and Second Kings
Revolted from his seed.

The First and Second Chronicles
See Judah captive led;

But Ezra brings a remnant back
By princely Cyrus’ aid.

The walls around Jerusalem
Nehemiah builds again,

While Esther saves the Israelites
From plots of wicked men.

In Job we read how faith will live
Beneath affliction’s rod;

And David’s Psalms are precious songs
To every child of God.

The Proverbs like a goodly string
Of choicest pearls appear;
Ecclesiastes teaches man

How vain are all things here.

Grace B. And \. The Pl
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The mystic Song of Solomon

Exalts sweet Sharon'’s rose,

While Christ, the Saviour and the King,
The rapt Isaiah shows.

The mourning Jeremiah
Apostate Israel scorns,

His plaintive Lamentations
Their awful downfall moumns.

Ezekiel tells in wondrous words

Of dazzling mysteries;

While kings and empires yet to come
Daniel in visions sees.

Of judgment and of mercy

Hosea loves to tell;

And Joel describes the blessed days
When God with man will dwell.

Among Tekoah’s herdsmen,
Amos received his call;
While Obadiah prophesies:
Of Edom’s final fall.

Jonah displays a wondrous type
Of Christ the risen Lord;

Micah pronounced Judah lost—
Lost, but again restored.
Nahum tells on Nineveh

Just judgment shall be poured.

A view of Chaldeans’ coming doom
Habakkuk’s visions give;

Next Zephaniah warns the Jews

To tum, repent, and live.

Haggai wrote to those who saw
The temple built again.

And Zechariah prophesied

Of Christ’s triumphant reign.

Malachi was the last who touched
The high prophetic chord;

The final notes sublimely show
The coming of the Lord.

Bible, published by W. Kuykendall,

J

Louisville, KY, 1928.
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GENESIS
(Beginning)
Book Number:  1 
Author:  Moses 
Chapters:  50 




Verses: 1533




Words: 38,267
Key Word(s):  "Generations"  "Beginning"  "And he died” (ch. 5)
1. "The generations of the heavens and the earth": 2:4-4:26
2. "The book of the generations of Adam": 5:1-6:8
3. "The generations of Noah": 6:9-9:28
4. "The generations of the Sons of Noah": 10:1-11:9
5. "The generations of Shem": 11:10-26
6. "The generations of Terah": 11:27-25:11
7. "The generations of Ishmael": 25:12-18
8. "The generations of Isaac": 25:19-35:29
9. "The generations of Esau": 36:1-43
10. "The generations of Jacob": 37:2-50:26
Key Verse(s):  1:1 (cf. Rev. 4:11) 3 Creative Acts "Bara" [1) 1:1 Heavens and earth; 2) 1:21 Animals; 3) 1:27 Man]
Key Subject(s):  Creation, Fall, Flood, Tower of Babel, A chosen Man & Nation 
Key Personalities: Adam, Enoch, Noah, Nimrod, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph 
People Addressed:  Mankind, Israel
Problems Addressed: Creation (Where did we come from?) Refutes Evolution


     Sin (What is wrong with us?) Refutes Humanism 

                 Judgment (How does God deal with us?) Refutes Atheism


     Redemption (What provision has God made for us?) Refutes Fatalism
Outline of the Book;
"How It All Began" 
Development of Human Race:
     I. Creation to the Fall: Ch. 1-3 (Innocence) Adam
    II. Fall to the Flood: Ch. 4-10 (Conscience) Cain, Noah 


2,000 
   III. Flood to the Tower of Babel: Ch. 10-11 (Human Govt.) Noah, Nimrod  
  yrs. 
Development of Hebrew Race:
  IV. Babel to Egypt: ch. 12-50 (Promise) Abraham - 400 yrs.
1) Creation   2) Man   3) Fall   4) Cain   5) Death   6) Confusion (giants)   7) Flood   8) Altar   9) Rainbow   10) Noah 

11) Babel   12) Abraham
Christological Typology: Christ as Creator (cf. Gen. 1:1 with Jn. 1:1-3)
Applications & Comments:
- If you can accept the historicity and accuracy of the Book of Genesis (esp. the 1st 11 chapters), you will have little trouble with the rest of scripture.
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- The seed of every Bible Doctrine is contained in Genesis: (except the church) 

The Doctrine of Bibliology (Scriptures):  "And God said..." 

The Doctrine of Theology (God):  "And God said..." 

The Doctrine of Christology (Christ):  "Let Us make man..." cf. 3:22


The Doctrine of Pneumatology (Holy Spirit):  "And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."

The Doctrine of Anthropology (Man):  "And the Lord God formed man..." 

The Doctrine of Harmartiology (Sin):  "Sin lieth at the door"  cf. 4:7

The Doctrine of Sotierology (Salvation):  "God...clothed them" 

The Doctrine of Angelology (Angels):  "Cherubims..." 3:24

The Doctrine of Satanology (Satan):  "The serpent..." 3:1 

The Doctrine of Escatology (Last Things):  "I will make of thee a great nation..."
- The Creation Account includes everything from electrons to galaxies, from dandelions to dinosaurs and from Adam to                                                                                                                    Angels! Nothing in the Creation Account in Genesis is unscientific, pseudo-scientific or super-scientific. 
- Genesis gives us the 1st human to be created (Adam) and the 1st human to be born (Cain).  It gives us the 1st human to  die (Abel) and the 1st one not to die (Enoch).
- Genesis gives us the 1st marriage, murder and promise of the Messiah. 
- Genesis begins with creation in a garden and close s with a coffin in Egypt. It is a mini-history of humanity.
- Genesis begins with man in a perfect environment with great liberty and freedom in a state of innocency to man down in  Egypt in bondage and slavery in a state of sin. 
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EXODUS
("Going Out" or "The Way Out")
Book Number:   2
Author:  Moses
Chapters:  40 




Verses:  1,213




Words:  32,269
Key Word(s):  "Redemption
Key Verse(s):  Exodus 6:6; 20:2
Key Subject(s):  (7 Key Words describing the believer's life and providing a pathway through Exodus)  

Bondage, Redemption, Provision, Sanctification, Law, Worship, Service.
Key Personalities:  Moses, Aaron, Pharaoh
People Addressed:  Israel (Applications to all believers)
Problems Addressed:  Redemption (How? The Passover Lamb)


      Worship (How? Via the priesthood, sacrifices and tabernacle 

   
      Service (How? Through the Word (Shewbread, laver), Spirit (Candlestick, oil) and Prayer (Incense)
Outline of the Book:
"Creation of a Nation"
     I. Israel enslaved:  (Moses being prepared) Chs. 1-6
    II. Israel redeemed:  (Plagues, Passover, Provision) Chs. 7-18
   III. Israel sanctified:  (The Law, Ordinances & Judgments) Chs. 19-24
   IV. Israel worshipping:  (Tabernacle, Sacrifices, Priesthood) Chs. 25-40
Christological Typology:  Christ as Redeemer (cf. Ex. 12 with I Cor. 5:7)
Applications & Comments:
- The Book of Exodus is not only the story of Israel's redemption from slavery in Egypt; it is every believer's spiritual history.
- Exodus begins with man in bondage to Pharaoh (Satan) in Egypt (The World) and ends with man redeemed (with Blood), cared for (Manna & Water), worshipping God via the priesthood in the tabernacle.
- In between servitude and service there is rebellion, wandering, murmuring, griping and stubbornness.
- Exodus teaches there is only one way out of bondage and it is provided from without, from above and not by human effort.
- Several major miracles are recorded in Exodus:
     1. The 10 plagues of Egypt - to unseat the false deities
     2. The crossing of the Red Sea - to reveal God's power to save His people when otherwise impossible and to destroy

         our enemies though seemingly undefeatable.  (Greatest miracle of O.T. - Res. of Christ greatest in N.T.)
     3. Manna and water from the rock - to reveal God's provision for His redeemed people.
     4. The pillar of cloud and pillar of fire - to protect and guide.
- The plagues of Egypt were miraculous as shown in 5 ways:
     1. Intensification: Frogs, insects, disease, hail and darkness were all known in Egypt, but are now intensified beyond     

         ordinary occurrences.                                                                                                                                                                                
     2. Prediction: The time was set for the flies ("tomorrow"), murrain, hail, locusts as well as their removal.
     3. Discrimination: In Goshen there were no flies, murrain, hail, darkness, etc.
     4. Orderliness: The severity of the plagues increases until the final killing of the 1st born.
     5.  Moral purpose:  

a. Discredited gods of Egypt.
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b. Pharaoh made to know that Jehovah is God (9:27; 10-16)  

c. Revealed God as Savior and Redeemer in saving Israel from the Egyptians.
- Many types of Christ, the Believer and Spiritual Warfare are given to us in Exodus for "our learning and our example".
- Exodus gives us the 5th dispensation: The law and the 5th covenant; the Mosaic Covenant. (Edenic, Adamic, Noahic &                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Abrahamic)
- The tabernacle construction, design and furnishings provide us with a visual aid of Christ, heaven and the believer and his  
service.
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LEVITICUS
("Pertaining to Levites")
Book Number:  3
Author:  Moses
Chapters:  27 




Verses: 859  




Words: 24,246
Key Word(s):  Holiness, Holy (150 times)
Key Verse(s):  19:2; 20:26
Key Subject(s): Sacrifices (5), Priesthood, Separation, Service, Sabbaths (3), Feasts (1), Laws concerning relationships, 
Cleanliness, Impurity, etc.
Key Personalities: Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu
People Addressed: Priests, Israel (Mankind)
Problems Addressed: How can sinful man approach a Holy God? Through sacrifice

How can a sinful man fellowship with a Holy God? Through separation.













        3 
Outline of the Book:  *
"Worship Defined"
     I. The way to God: Through sacrifice 1:16 
    II. The walk with God: Through separation 17-27
Christological Typology: Christ as High Priest
Applications & Comments: * - Another Outline of the Book formed around Key Words:
     I. "The Lord Spake" - (36 times) certainty for every question - knowledge of approach to God
    II. "Offering, Sacrifice" - (91 times) way of approach to God 
   III. "Priests, Priesthood" - (165 times) medium of approach to God 
   IV. "Clean, Unclean" - (186 times) condition for approach to God 
    V. "Holy, Holiness" - (150 times) result of approach to God
- Genesis is the book of beginnings, Exodus the book of redemption and Leviticus the book of holy living.
- In Genesis, we see man ruined; in Exodus, man redeemed and in Leviticus, man cleansed, worshipping and serving.
- Leviticus says "Get right with God" (The message of the 5 offerings: burnt, meal, peace, sin and trespass)
- Leviticus also says "Keep right with God" (The message of the 7 feasts: Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Pentecost,           Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles)
- Leviticus is the Book of Holiness; it pictures a walk with God based on sacrifice and separation.
- The Hebrew word for sacrifice is "Corban" = "To draw near or approach"
- Leviticus is literally "The Handbook of the Priests":

- A priest is one who claims access to God that is denied to others.

- God's original intent was for the 1st born son of each family to be a priest.  (Ex. 13:11)

- The Levites were then selected because of Israel's constant sin (Num. 3:11-13)
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- The total number of Levitical Priests is given as 3,530 in Num. 4:48.  If the population was 2 million, each priest 
 
  was responsible for 233 people.










- The priests were supported by the tithes of the people and had 43 cities designated for them but no permanent 
  
  inheritance.

- One family of Levites (Aaron & Sons) were set apart as priests; the rest of the Levites were assistants to the 
 
  priests.

- The Levites' duties included care and transportation of the tabernacle (later the temple), to be teachers, scribes, 
 
  musicians, officers and judges (cf. I Chron. 23).

- Priests must take care to be clean, dress properly, be free of disfigure​ments, be well-groomed, etc. (ch. 8)

- Priests must intercede in behalf of others and offer sacrifices;

     1. The Burnt Offering: (Full surrender-dedication) 2 lambs each day - more on Sabbaths, feasts, etc.

     2. The Meal ("Meat'') Offering: (Service) Fine flour mixed with oil (without leaven or honey), primarily spoke of 
 
         the perfections of Christ, Born of the Spirit without sin or natural sweetness.  Also pictures the believer and his 
         service.

     3. The Peace (Think) Offering: (Fellowship) Offered in special times of gratitude; an expression of love.  Offered 
 
         with sacrificial meal (the offerer pictures himself eating with God). The fat, internal organs and choice parts 
 
         were burned as God's portion.  The breast and right shoulder were waived horizontally and "Heaved" vertically 
 
         (+).  The offerer, family, Levites present and the poor consumed the rest of the sacrifice.  The priests had the 
 
         choice cuts, God had been served and then the people could eat.

     4. The Sin Offering: (Nature of Sin) Pictures Christ laden with our sin - not as in sweet-savour offerings in his 
 
         own perfections.  It speaks of Christ atoning for our sin nature.

     5. The Trespass Offering: (Sins of the Nature) Offerings made for specific sins against God or man. Always and 
 
         only a ram, rich or poor (under the law all equally guilty and must have equal restitution). The priests are part 
 
         of the sacrifice.  The offerer could not partake of the offering made for his own trespass. 
- The 7 Feasts of Israel:

1. Passover (Redemption)

2. Unleavened Bread (Separation)

3. First Fruits (Resurrection)

4. Pentecost (Holy Spirit)

5. Trumpets (Regathering of Israel)

6. Day of Atonement (Sorrow and Penitence of Israel)

7. Tabernacles (Glory of Israel)
NOTE:  The Law of Sevens

1. Every 7th Day = A Sabbath

2. Every 7th year = A Sabbath year

3. Every 7th Sabbatic Year = A jubilee

4. Every 7th Month = Especially holy having 3 feasts

5. 7 Weeks between Passover & Pentecost (7 x 7 = 49 Pentecost = 50)

6. Passover Feast lasted 7 days

7. At Passover 14 lambs (2 x 7) were offered

8. At Tabernacles 14 lambs (2 x 7) were slain daily & 70 bullocks (10 x 7)

9. At Pentecost 7 lambs were offered 
           10. The 7th Millennium will be the 1,000 year reign of Christ.
We are now living in the 6th millennium!  ''Even so come quickly, Lord Jesus!"
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NUMBERS
(2 Numberings-Sinai & Moab)
Book Number:  4
Author:  Moses
Chapters:  36 




Verses:
1,288




Words: 32,902
Key Word(s):  Wandering (Josh. 14:10)
Key Verse(s): 14:33; 33:1
Key Subject(s):  From order & service, to unbelief & chastening
Key Personalities:  Moses & Aaron, Caleb & Joshua (Korah & Balaam)
People Addressed:  Israel (Believers)
Problems Addressed:  Will a people saved, sanctified and called to serve, trust God for provision, protection and pre-
eminence?  (No, because of unbelief)
Outline of Book;
"The Geography of the Believer's Life"
     I. Preparation for conquest: (Sinai) 1-10
    II. Unbelief s punishment: (Kadesh-Barnea) 11-20
   III. Preparation for conquest: (Moab) 21-26
Christological Typology:  Christ as:  The Bread of Life (11:7-9) cf. Jn. 6:35, 41, 48




The Water of Life (20:11) cf. Jn. 4, Rev. 22:1)




The Star of Jacob (24:17) cf. Mt. 2
Applications & Comments:
- Israel spent the 1st 2 years after the Exodus at Sinai receiving the law, building the tabernacle, setting apart a priesthood, ordering the camp, pre​paring for conquest and the occupation of the promised land.
- They select 12 spies at Kadesh-Barnea who spy out the land for 40 days:

Minority report: (Caleb & Joshua) "Let us go up at once and possess it..." 13:30

Majority report: "We saw the giants...we were...as grasshoppers" 13:33

The congregational vote:  Stone Moses and Aaron!

God's judgment:  Wander in the wilderness for 40 years (1 year for each day of spying)
· God decrees that all those 20 years and older who sinned in unbelief would die in the wilderness.
ILLUS:  Dr. Leon Wood estimates - 600,000 men + 600,000 women = 1,200,000 Total




 38% years wandering = 14,508 days 




 85 deaths/day or 7 funerals/hr. for 38½ years!
- Of 603,550 men at 1st census, 603,548 (all but 2) die in the wilderness includ​ing Aaron & Moses!
- The wilderness stands for that period of arrested spiritual development in Christian's lives when they fail to believe God and trust His provision. After being delivered from bondage and initially sanctified and set for service, they fail to proceed to the promised land of the spirit-filled life.
- Canaan is not a picture of heaven.  It is a picture of the spirit-filled life.
- After 10 mighty miracles to deliver Israel, Kadesh marks their 10th rebellion against His grace.
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- Because of their unbelief and rebellion, a trip that should have taken from 3-11 days took 38 years and 603,548 funerals.
- The nation made 42 stops, moving to a new location approximately every eleven months.  The only record we have is a bare list of these places (Num. 33), showing us that time spent outside the will of God finds no place in the inspired record.
- Because of all the deaths, God gave the sacrifice of the red heifer. Those living and coming into contact with dead bodies were unclean (disqualified from religious life and service).
    Red = Sin Without spot & blemish = Sinless character of Christ
    No Yoke = Christ's willing sacrifice, no coercion
    Killed without Camp = Like Christ outside Jerusalem
    Sprinkling of Blood 7 Times = Full atonement
    Ashes = Memorial of an accepted sacrifice
- Their trek began with God's building (tabernacle), God's man leading (Moses), God's priests serving (Aaron & his sons), God's servants helping (Levites) and God's order delineated.  (See chart on arrangement of camp and marching order).  The nation is numbered, and then the Levites, then the specific place and duties of the Gershonites, Kohathites and Merarites are detailed:
Levites
    Number w/Families
         (2,750)        
1. Kohathites: Were to carry the sacred furnishings on their shoulders (could not see the "Holy 



    Things" before covered: 4:18-20) Ch. 4:1-20 
         (2,630)        
2. Gershonites: Care for the curtains and hangings of tabernacle on wagons and oxen provided.
         (3,200)       
3. Merarites: Care for boards, bars, pillars, sockets, cords, instruments. Total
Total  (8,580)       
(In I Chron. 38,000 Levites/24,000 Workers, 6000 Officers & Judges, 4000 Porters, 4,000 




 Musicians)
- The Purification of the Levites included:

1.  Sprinkling with Water = Cleansing from sin

2.  Shave Hair from Bodies = Putting off what belongs to old nature.

3.  Wash Their Clothes = Water of Word cleansing habits and ways of life.

4.  Sacrifices = Consecration on the basis of atonement for sin.

5.  Imposition of Hands by Israelites = I.D. with Levites.
- Period of service was from 30-50 years (Num. 4:3); at 25-30 they could do the heavier work - over 30 exempt. (God is interested in details and the comfort of his servants).
- Intrusion into the Priesthood by Korah and his band was met with severe punishment.
- Intrusion into the Office of Prophet via Balaam is overturned by God.
- Murmuring about God's Prophet and God's Provision is dealt with severely.
- Numbers covers the period from the 2nd year, 2nd month of the Exodus to the 38th year and 10th month.
- Numbers is a book of miracles and is the longest sustained period of miracles in bible history.  Israel was placed in the wilderness initially as part of God's plan to demonstrate His love, concern and provision for His people. Their unbelief and rebellion kept them there for 38 years!
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Deuteronomy
("Second Law") 
(Deuter=2nd, Nomos=Law)
Book Number:  5
Author:  Moses
Chapters:  34 




Verses:  959                  



Words:  28,461
Key Word(s):  Obey, Remember, "Thou Shalt"
Key Verse(s):  10:12, 13; 9:7; 11:26-28; 32:7
Key Subject(s):  Obedience = Blessings; Disobedience = Judgment, Chastening
Key Personalities:  Moses
People Addressed:  Israel (Specifically the new generation about to enter the land), All believers
Problems Addressed:  Will God's goodness to His children secure their obedience?
Outline of Book:
"Deuteronomy:  Moses' Final Words"
     I. Sermon #1: Remembering (looking back) 1-4 (Retrospective: History & Laws)
    II. Sermon #2: Declaring (looking within) 5-26 (Introspective: Moral Values) 
   III. Sermon #3: Warning (looking ahead) 27-30 (Prospective: Blessings & Jdgmt.) 
        Epilogue: Moses' last days & death: 31-34

         Moses passes the mantle of leadership to Joshua: 31 

         Moses sings of God's faithfulness and deliverance: 32 

         Moses pronounces upon the 12 tribes: 33 

         Moses called home to glory: 34
Christological Typology:  Christ as:  Lawgiver & Prophet (like Moses)
Applications & Comments:

 - Moses spent 40 years in the desert leading sheep, preparing for his role as shepherd of Israel for 40 years.  He learned that sheep are dumb, slow to learn, prone to wander and stubborn - so was Israel.
- Some have referred to Deuteronomy as Moses' swan song.  He composed a majestic song for Israel, as an aid to memory, in Ch. 31.  A "song" is "rhythmic expres​sion" and is one of the best means of writing ideas on people's hearts.  (As a church becomes worldly-minded, it slows upon congregational singing and substi​tutes "show-off performances" by carnal Christians whose songs carry little doctrine and focus on experience instead of on the attributes of God.)  Moses gives Israel their "National Anthem"!
- Deuteronomy was the Savior's favorite book.  Dealing with obedience, it reflects His perfect obedience.  On the Mt. of Temptation He quoted from 3 passages in Deuteronomy to defeat Satan.
- Deuteronomy is a book of remembrance and retrospect, as well as a book of hope and prospect.  It looks back to deliverance from Egypt, disobedience and punish​ment setting forth the goodness and severity of God.  It looks forward to Israel in Canaan and the prophetic forecast of Israel's future.
- Deuteronomy gives us one of the most specific predictions of Christ (18:15-19). cf. John 5:46; Acts 3:20-22

- Certain characteristic emphases dominate the 3 discourses of Moses:

1.  The spirituality, uniqueness and unity of God (4:12, 15, 16) (4:35, 39; 6:4; 7:9)

2.  The relationship of God to his people under covenant is one of love, not mere legalism (4:37; 7:7, 8, 13; 33:3).
3.  Love is the believers' basic principle in service to God (6:5; 10:12; 11:1; 13; 22; 13:3; 19:9; 30:6, 16, 20).  
     Love is always tied to obedience.
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4.  Idolatry is Israel's greatest peril and is to be resisted with uncompro​mising severity (6:14, 15; 7:4; 8:19, 20; 
 
    11:16, 17, 20; 30:17, 18).

5.  Israel must live as a holy people because of their relation to the Holy One (7:6; 26:19; 28:9).  (They must abstain 
    from unclean foods, worship in a central sanctuary, love their neighbors and care for widows, orphans, Levites 
 
    and foreigners).

6.  Faithfulness and obedience will be rewarded with material blessings, and disobedience will be visited with material 
    loss and ultimate exile. (28-30)

7.  The characteristic admonition is "Remember & Forget Not" and "Obey"!

8.  Israel is not to constantly embark on a quest for some "new truth" to replace the old; they are to simply obey the 
  
    old truth once and for all revealed by the absolute and unchanging source of truth.

9.  Israel is called to "Remember & Forget Not..."

    1. Sinai and the giving of the law (Bible) 4:9, 10

    2. God's Covenant (The Gospel) 4:23

    3. Their past slavery (Redemption) 5:15

    4. God's judgment on Egypt (Satan Judged) 7:16-19

    5. His providential care (Compassion) 8:2-6

    6. The sin of rebellion (Defeats) 9:7

    7. The plague of leprosy (Omnipotence) 24:8, 9

    8. His call (Sovereignty) 32:7-9 (cf. Acts 17:26; Is. 10:13)
- Deuteronomy presents the key to the spirit-filled life as obedience.
- Israel was given laws to govern their religious, private and social life.  God is particular about His people.
- At the end of the book God closes the mighty ministry of Moses and takes him home and tenderly buries his body "in Moab" - "But no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day".  34:6
- God's epitaph for Moses is recorded in 34:9-12.
- The "Torah", or Books of the Law, close with Moses' death.
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1. Jeroboam
DATES 931-909 DURATION 22 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 11:26—14:20;

2 CHRONICLES 9:29—13:22

- He served as a cabinet member under Solomon, but
fled to Egypt to escape the king's wrath.

. He led the revolt of the ten tribes at Shechem.

. His false religion caused Israel to sin.

. His pagan allar was destroyed, his arm paralyzed, and
his son stricken by God due to his sin.

. He was defealed in battle by Abijam, the second king
of the south.
He was stricken with a plague from God and died

2. Nadab

DATES 910-908 DURATION 2 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 15:25-28

o 0 srwn

1. He was the son of Jeroboam.
2. He was assassinated by a rebel named Baasha

2 3. Baasha
DATES 909-885 DURATION 24 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 15:27—16:7;
2 CHRONICLES 16:1-6

1. He killed Nadab and thus fulfilled Ahijah the prophet's
prediction. Compare 1 Kings 14:4 with 15:29.

2. He fought with Asa (third king of the south) and built a
wall to cut off trade to Jerusalem

3. His seed was predicted to suffer the same judgment as
that of Jeroboam.

4. Elah

DATES 885-883 DURATION 2 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 16:6-14

1. He was the son of Baasha.
2. He was assassinated by a soldier rebel while drunk.

5. Zimri
DATES 885 DURATION 7 DAYS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 16:9-20

1. He fulfilled prophecy by slaughtering Baasha's seed.
. He was lrapped by rebel soldiers in his own palace.
resulting in a fiery suicidal death

X 16. Omri
DATES 885-873 DURAIION 12 YEARS
k SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 16:15-28

N

. He made Samaria the northern capital
. He was lhe most powerful king up to his time.
. He arrariged the marriage of his son Ahab to Jazebel.

(RIS

N | 7. Ahab
DATES 874-852 DURATION 22 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 16:28—22:40;
. 2 CHRONICLES 18:1-34

297

. His Baal-worshiping praclices caused a great famine
10 fall upon the land.

3. He was allowed to defeat the Syrians on two occasior
10 prove a point.

4. He tiicked godly King Jehoshaphat (fourth king of
Judah) into a twolold compromise—matrimonial and
military.

5. His death for his many sins was predicted by three
prophets (1 Ki. 20:42; 21:19: 22:17, 28)

6. The (’lv\nlh ol Jezebel, his wife, was also predicled by
Elijah

7. He expetienced a brief (but temporary) fox-hole type
conversion (1 Ki. 21:29)

8. He was killed in a battle with Syria.

- 2 CHRONICLES 20:35-37

1. He was the oldest son of Ahab and Jezebel

2 He persuaded Jehoshaphat to enter into a
ship-building enterprise with him at Ezion-Geber

3. He suffered a severe fall (which proved fatal) in his
palace in Samaria.

4. He tuned to the pagan god Baal-Zebub for healing

5. He was rebuked for this by Elijah, whom he

unsuccessfully attempted to arrest.

4)9. Jehoram
(| DATES 852-840 DURATION 12 YEARS
(| SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 3:1—9:25;
2 CHRONICLES 22:5-7
1. He was the youngest son of Ahab and Jezebel.
2. He persuaded Jehoshaphat to ally with him against
Syria.
3 E{aha the prophet performed a miracle (for
Jehoshaphat's sake) which won the battle.
4. Elisha later helped Jehoram by warning him of severa
planned Syrian ambushes.
Elisha would, however, prevent him from slaughtering
some supernaturally blinded Syrian troops
6. He was on the throne when Naaman came to be
healed of lepiosy.
7. He was on the throne when God used four lepers to
save Samaria from starvation.
8. He was finally murdered by Jehu in the Valley of
Jerieel

©(10. Jehu

DATES 841-813 DURATION 28 YEARS

| SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 9:1—10:36;

e 2 CHRONICLES 22:7-12

1. He was anointed by a messenger from Elisha.

2. He was known for his bloodletting. He executed:
Judah's King Ahaziah (not to be confused with Ahab’s
oldest son), grandson of Jehoshaphat
The northern king Jehoram

Jezebel I
Ahab’s sevenly sons, relatives, and friends

Forly-two royal princes of Judah

The Baal-worshipers
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(CONTTNUED)

11. Jehoahaz

25 (/| DATES 814.797 DURATION 17 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 13:1-9

. He was the son of Jehu.

. He saw his army almost wiped out by the Syrians.

. He experienced a brief period of remorse over his sins,
but apparently not genuine repentance.

Z'ﬁ;, 12. Jehoash
DATES 798-782 DURATION 16 YEARS

SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 13:10—14:16;
2 CHRONICLES 25:17-24

He visited Elisha on his deathbed.
He defeated Amaziah (sixth king of Judah) on the
battlefield.

. He related one of the two Old Testament fables to
ridicule the arrogant claims of Amaziah.

. He plundered Jerusalem, taking many hostages and
much wealth.

(AT

A& © b=

a1 yeas | 13. Jeroboam Il
DATES 793-752 DURATION 41 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 14:23-29

1. He ruled longer than any other northern king
2. He was one of the most powerful kings of the north.
3. He recovered much of Israel’s lost territory.

14. Zechariah

DATES 753 DURATION 6 MONTHS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 14:29—15:12

1. He was the great-great-grandson of Jehu, and fourth
ruler in his dynasty.

2. He was murdered by a rebel named Shallum, thus
fulfilling God's prophecy against Jehu. See 2 Kings
10:30; 14:29; 15:8-12.

E-Z%| 15. Shallum

DATES 752 DURATION 1 MONTH
1 month

SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:10-15
He was murdered by a cruel soldier named Menahem.

16. Menahem
DATES 752-742 DURATION 10 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:14-22

1. He was one of Israel's most brutal dictators.
2. He bought off Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser with a
two-million-dollar bribe.

17. Pekahiah

DATES 742-740 DURATION 2 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:22-26
ears

1. He was the son of Menahem.
2. He was killed by his army commander, Pekah.

18. Pekah

DATES 740-732 DURATION 20 YEARS
| SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:27-31;
2 CHRONICLES 28:5-8

1. Only eight years are in view here (740-732). It is
thought that the first twelve years (752-740) were
shared by a co-regency arrangement with both
Menahem and Pekahiah.

2. He joined Syria in an unsuccessful attempt to punish
Judah for their refusal to team up against Assyria.

3. He saw Assyria capture some of Israel's northern and
eastern cities.

4. He was assassinated by Hoshea.

19. Hoshea

DATES 732-721 DURATION 9 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:30—17:6

1. He was Israel's final king.
2. He joined with Egypt in rebelling against Assyria.
3. For this he was imprisoned in Assyria.
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1. Rehoboam

DATES 931-914 DURATION 17 YEARS
SCRIPTURE | KINGS 11:42—14:31;
2 CHRONICLES 9:31—12:16

1. He was the son of Solomon.

2. His stupidity and tactlessness sparked the civil war.

3. He had eighteen wives and sixty concubines.

4. His favorite wife was Maachah, the evil daughter of
Absalom.

5. He sees his capital, Jerusalem, invaded by Shishak,
Pharaoh of Egypt.

2. Abijam

DATES 914:911 DURATION 3 YEARS

SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 14:31—1
2 CHRONICLES 13:1-22

1. He defeated (by supernatural intervention) the northern
king Jeroboam on the battlefield.
2. Inspite of God's help, he degenerated into a wicked king.

] 3. Asa
DATES 911-870 DURATION 41 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 15:8-14;

2 CHRONICLES 14:1

1. He was Judah's first saved king.

2. He led Judah in a revival.

3. He was a great builder

4. He saw God answer his prayer by delivering Jerusalem
5,

6.

7.

114

from a massive Ethiopian attack (2 Chronicles 14:1 1).

. He deposed Maacah (his grandmother) because of her
idolatry.
He later backslid and threw into prison a prophet who had
rebuked his sin.

. He died of a foot disease, which problem he refused to
lake to God.

4. Jehoshaphat

DATES 873-848 DURATION 25 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 1 KINGS 22:41-50;
2 CHRONICLES 17:1—20:37

1. He instituted a national religious education program by
sending out teachers of the Word of God.

2. He later marred his testimony by compromising with
three ungodly northern kings.

3. He appointed a religious director and a civil director,
thus recognizing the separation of church and state.

4. When Jerusalem was threatened by a massive Moabite
invasion, God heard his prayer and supernaturally
intervened.

5. Joram

DATES 853-845 DURATION 8 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 8:16-24;

[ X I') 2 CHRONICLES 21:1-20

. He married Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and Jezebel.

. He began his reign by murdering his six brothers.

. He received a posthumous message from Elijah
predicting judgment upon him because of his wicked and
murderous reign.

. He was attacked and defeated by the Philistines and
Arabians.

. He died of a horrible disease and was unmourned at
the funeral

6. Ahaziah
N DATES 841 DURATION 1 YEAR
o SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 8:24—9:
3. 2 CHRONICLES 2: -9

1. He was the son of Joram and Athaliah.
killed by Jehu (tenth northern king)

2. Hewas
7. Athaliah
DATES 841-835 DURATION 6 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 11:1-20;

[RINPN
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2 CHRONICLES 22:1—23:21

1. Atthe death of Ahaziah, her son, she took over the
throne of Judah, slaughtering all the royal seed but one
(Joash) who was hidden from her.

2. After arule of six vears, she herself was executed.

8. Joash
DATES 835-795 DURATION 40 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 11:1—12:21;

& " 2 CHRONICLES 22:10—24:27

1. He alone had survived Athaliah's bloody purge.

2. For awhile he lived for God, but later became a cruel
tyrant.

3. He sanctioned the stoning of Judah's own high priest,
Zechariah, whohadfearlessly rebukedthe sinamong the
people.

4. He was executed by his own palace guard.

9. Amaziah
DATES 796-767 DURATION 29 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 14:1-20;

2 CHRONICLES 25:1-28

1. He was a good king for awhile, executing the killers of
his father, Joash.

2. He was rebuked by a prophet for hiring some mercenary
Israeli soldiers to help him fight against Edom.

3. He reluctantly dismissed these paid soldiers and, with
God's help, defeated Edom with his own soldiers.

4. He foolishly brought back some of the Edomite gods for
worshiping purposes.

5. The reckless king then declared war on northern Israel
and was soundly defeated.
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10. Uzziah

DATES 792-740 DURATION 52 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:1-7;

LEPeR 2 CHRONICLES 26:1-23

1. He was a mighty warrior and builder.
2. He attempted, however, to intrude into the office of the
priesthood and was punished for this by leprosy.

711, Jotham

DATES 750-736 DURATION 16 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 15:32-38;
2 CHRONICLES 27:1-9

1. He was a good king.

2. He built the upper gate of the Temple and erected
fortresses and towers.

3. He defeated his enemies and received huge annual
tribute from them.

+—| 12. Ahaz

DATES 735-719 DURATION 16 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 16:1-20;
2 CHRONICLES 28:1-27
He was perhaps the second worst king of Judah.
. He sacrificed his own children to devil gods.
. He was the first person to hear about the virgin birth.
(See Isa. 7:1-25.)
. Heorderedthe constructionofapagan Assyrian altarand
placed it in the Temple to appease Tiglath-Pileser.

3 13. Hezekiah

DATES 716-687 DURATION 29 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 18:1—20:21;
2 CHRONICLES 29:1—32:33

s> wro=

1. He was Judah's second best king and the richest of all.
2. He repaired the Temple, organized an orchestral group,
and appointed a Levitical singing choir.
3. He carried out the greatest Passover celebration since
Solomon.
4. He saw the death angel defeat the Assyrian enemies
which had surrounded Jerusalem.
5. He was supernaturally healed of a terminal disease and
given an additional fifteen years to live.
6. He added fifteen Psalms to the Old Testament Canon.
7. He foolishly showed the wealth of Judah to some nosy
Babylonian ambassadors.
L 14, Manasseh
/| DATES 697-642 DURATION 55 YEARS
# SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 21:1-18;
1l 2 CHRONICLES 33:1-20
1. He ruled longer than any other king of north or south.
2. He was the most wicked king of all.
3. He experienced the new birth while in an enemy prison.

15. Amon
DATES 643-641 DURATION 2 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 21:19-26;
2 CHRONICLES 33:21-25
1. He was wicked like his father, Manasseh, but did not
repent as did his father.
2. He was executed by his own household servants.

17. Jehoahaz

S DATES 609 DURATION 3 MONTHS

XN SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 23:31-33;

2 CHRONICLES 36:1-4

1. He was the middle son of Josiah.

2. He was deposed after only ninety days by the Pharaoh
who had killed his father.

3. He was carried into Egyptian captivity where he
eventually died.

. X\N\ 18. Jehoiakim

©)DATES 609-598 DURATION 11 YEARS
:5;

1. He was the oldest brother of Jehoahaz.
2. He was put on the throne by the Egyptian Pharaoh.
3. He was later made vassal by Nebuchadnezzar after
the Babylonians had defeated the Egyptians.
4. He was totally materialistic and self-centered. He can
be considered Judah's third worst king.
5. He murdered the innocent and often persecuted
Jeremiah.
6. He burned a copy of a part of God's Word. (See Jer.
36:22-32.)
7. He experienced the first of three fearful “visits™
Nebuchadnezzar made to the city of Jerusalem.
8. During this visit (606 B.C.) Daniel and other Hebrew
young people were carried off into captivity.
9. At his death he received the burial of an ass, as
Jeremiah had predicted.

19. Jehoiachin

DATES 598 DURATION 3 MONTHS

SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 24:6-16;

i g 2 CHRONICLES 36:8-10

He was the son of Jehoiakim and grandson of Josiah.

He incurred a curse from God, stating that his sons

would not sit upon Judah's throne.

Both Ezekiel (19:5-9) and Jeremiah (22:24-26)

predicted he would be carried off into Babylonian

captivity.

. This happened during Nebuchadnezzar's second
“visit” (597) to Jerusalem. Ezekiel was also carried
away at this time.

5. He eventually died in Babylon.

20. Zedekiah

DATES 597-586 DURATION 11 YEARS
SCRIPTURE 2 KINGS 24:17—25:30;
2 CHRONICLES 36:11-21
1. He was the youngest son of Josiah and uncle to
Jehoiachin.

© -

IS

2. Jeremiah was persecuted during his reign.
3. He rebelled against Babylon along with Egypt.
4. He was captured, blinded, and carried off into
Babylonian captivity by Nebuchadnezzar.
5. Jerusalem was burned
to the ground and the Temple
destroyed at this time.

16. Josiah

DATES 641-610 DURATION 31 YEARS
@Y Q) SCRIPTORE 2 KINGS 39120
2 CHRONICLES 34:

1. He was the godliest king since David.

2. He was Judah's last godly king.

3. The book of Moses was accidentally discovered
among the debris in the Temple at the beginning of his
reign.

4. He used this to lead Judah in a great revival.

5. He also conducted a larger Passover celebration than

6

7

35:27

that of Hezekiah his great-grandfather.

. He fulfilled a three-hundred-year-old prophecy.
Compare 1 Kings 13:1, 2 with 2 Kings 23:15.

. He was killed in a battle with the Egyptians.
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e JOSHUA
myloN OF THE LAND
Is;:ae!A CLAIMS lts Possessions

JOSHUA 1.5 ’

The PREPARATION 1:1-9

God speaks to Joshua: | will be with you.

Joshua speaks to Israel: Get prepared, for we move out

inthree days.

The PENETRATION 2:1-24

Two Israeli spies search out Jericho. Upon being

discovered, they are hidden by a newly converted harlot

named Rahab.

The PASSAGE 3:1-17

The message from God: Step out as if the Jordan was

sofid rock. »

The miracle from God: The waters of the Jordan are

rolled back.

The PILE OF STONES 4:1-24

Israel was to place twelve huge stones on the western

bank as a memorial reminder of the supernatural crossing.

The PURIFICATION 5:2-9

Upon reaching the western bank, the Israeli males are

circumcised.

The PASSOVER 5:10

The Passover Is observed upon the plains of Jericho.

The PASSING DIET 5:11-12

P‘:d manna ceases and they eat the food of the Promised
and.

The PRINCE FROM HEAVEN 5:13-15
Joshua s visited and reassured by Jesus himself.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LAND

Israel COLONIZES lts Possessions

JOSHUA 13-24

©THE LAND DIVIDED (14:1, 2; 19:51) 3
Westof East of Land for
SNERALE TRIBE ! “id T

OF MANASSEH tokeadojuen:dor
EPHRAIM g wousbells
JUDAH REUBEN rtion (13:33).
BENJAMIN & &m&m
SIMEON forty-eight
ZEBULUN special cities
ISSACHAR GAD from the eleven
ASHER tribes (21:41).
NAPHTALL ONE-HALF

DAN TRIBE OF

e MANASSEH

Land was divided by Joshua
and high priest through the
casling of lots

@A WARRIOR EXCITED (14:7-12)
Caleb visits Joshua and relates one of Scripture's most thrilling
testimonles.

@ AN ALTAR INDICTED (chapter 22)

1. The labernacle was set up In Palestine at Shiloh (18:1).
2. The two-and-one-hall easter tribes set up an aitar

on the Jordan bank as a reminder of thelr common heritage
with the western tribes.

3. This was at first misinterpreted as an act of rebeilion

and a civil war was narrowly averted.

@ A FINAL SERMON RECITED (23-24)
Joshua's last words o Israel

SUBJECTION OF THE LAND

Israel CONQUERS Its Possessions

JOSHUA 6-12

Phase 3—Northern

JosHuA 11 dff
2 1. HAZOR, A capital burned
2. MEROM, Some horses

slowed down
Phase 1—Central
JOSHUA 6-8

1. JERICHO, A city shouted down
2. Al Arrogance knocked down

3. ACHAN, A sinner

4. GERIZIM AND EBAL,

The law handed down

/) Zf

Phase 2—Southern
JOSHUA 9-10

1. GIBEON, The wool pulled over
/zv AJALON, The sun | down

3. MAKKEDAH, Fivo kings cut down

Two oF THE AMARNA LETTERS. These letters (numbering almost 300) are
cals for help from princes of Palestine to the kings of Egypt (ca. 1400-
) and may reflect conditions in Palestine at the time of the conquest.

(Courtesy of the British Museum.)




JOSHUA
Book Number:  6
NOTE:  1st Book with Man's Name for the title.  His name was Hoshua, but Moses renamed him to include the name of God ("Jehovah"); hence, Joshua or "Jehovah is Savior". The name is "Jesus" in Greek. He is Christ's name​sake.  We would have expected the Messiah to be named after Moses ("That Prophet") instead of Joshua.

Author: Joshua

Chapters:  24 




Verses:  685                   



Words:  18,851

Key Word(s):  Possess, Possessions

Key Verse(s):  1:3; 1:11

Key Subject(s):  Invasion, Conquest, Possession & Settlement of Canaan

Key Personalities:  Joshua, Caleb, Rahab 
People Addressed:  Israel (Christians)

Problems Addressed: To reveal to God's people that possession comes through con​flict.  (God issues the title deed to our blessings, but we must overcome the obstacles to lay claim to them.  Warfare develops character.)

Outline of Book;
"Warfare of the Believer"
     I. Invasion of the land: Claiming (1-5)

    II. Subjection of the land: Conquering (6-12)

   III. Distribution of the land: Colonizing (13-24)

Christological Typology:  Christ as the captain of our salvation.

Applications & Comments:
- Joshua is bounded by death.  It opens with a reference to the death of Moses and closes with the deaths of Joshua and Eleazar (leaving Israel without a successor to Moses and Aaron - Prophet & Priest). Genesis ended with "a coffin in Egypt" with Joseph's bones inside; these were carried for 40 years through the wilderness and would now be carried into the land of promise. (24:29-33)

- The nation was created in Genesis with Abraham, perpetuated under Joseph in Egypt, delivered from bondage under Moses at the Red Sea, disciplined under Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, prepared for spiritual responsibilities under Aaron and the Levites during their journeys, and now is set to conquer Canaan after crossing the Jordan under Joshua.

- Joshua was a prepared leader:


1. He was a personal attendant of Moses for 40 years.


2. He led in the battle against the Amalekites (Ex. 17:9).


3. He was with Moses on the mount when God gave the Law.  "And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and 
 
    Moses went up into the Mt. of God." Ex. 24:13


4. He was one of the 12 spies and one of the 2 who brought back a positive report of the land.


5. He was about 85 years old when he succeeded Moses; spent about 6 years subduing the land and the rest of his 
 
    life (19 years); settling and governing the land (Total: 25 years).  He died at 110.
- Joshua begins in Ch. 1 with the Word of God and ends in Ch. 24 with the Word of God.  God apparently presented Joshua with a copy of the 1st 5 books of Moses at the outset of his ministry.  1:7, 8
- Deuteronomy closes with anticipation.  Joshua closes with realization.
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- Redemption out of Egypt under Moses gave Israel a redeemed position!  Redemption out of wilderness under Joshua gave Israel a redemption experience! Position and experience are inseparable in salvation.
- In Exodus God parted the waters of the Red Sea to bring His people out of bondage in Egypt.  (Red sea = death to sin positional)
- In Joshua God parted the water of the Jordon to bring His people into blessing in Canaan.  (Jordan River = death to self practical)
- The 3 outstanding miracles in Joshua are:

1. The parting of the waters of Jordan.  (Speaks of Death)

2. The falling walls of Jericho.  (Speaks of Deliverance)

3. The standing still of the sun and moon at Ajalon.  (Speaks of Divine intervention)
- The 2 major typical battles in Joshua are:

1. Jericho - trusting and obeying God brings blessing and victory.

2. Ai - trusting the flesh and disobeying God brings death and defeat.
- The 2 outstanding characters in the book beside Joshua are:

1. Rahab - the gentile sinner inducted into the Messianic line through faith.
2. Caleb - the Jewish saint who "wholly followed the Lord" then faith. (The only old man in Joshua's army - claimed 
 
    his possession after 45 years of waiting.)
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JUDGES
Book Number:  7
NOTE: The name "Judges" comes from the Hebrew word "Shaphat" and has a 2-fold meaning:

1. To make a decision between 2 or more alternative possibilities (The normal meaning)

2.  To serve as a leader (often a military leader in the Book of Judges) (The unique meaning)
         Both concepts are included in those whom God raised up during this period of national failure.
Author:  Samuel ?
Chapters:  21 




Verses:  618                   



Words:  18,971
Key Word(s):  Failure, Idolatry
Key Verse(s):  17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25 "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes."
Key Subject(s):  Sin, Servitude, Supplication, Salvation (this 4-fold cycle is repeated throughout the book)
Key Personalities:  Gideon, Barak, Samson & Jephthah (see Heb. 11:32)
NOTE:  The inclusion of Barak over Deborah does not exclude her as a judge nor prove that Barak was a judge.  The word "Shaphat" (see above) is used of Deborah, never of Barak.  His inclusion in Hebrews among these judges probably implies that he carried out the military conquest rather than Deborah herself.  But it was only after her persuasion.  Hebrews 11 is the "Faith Chapter", not simply a list of judges.
People Addressed:  The fragmented 12 tribes of Israel
Problems Addressed:  To show: 

1. The impossibility of getting along without God.

2. The invincibility of God's children cooperating with God.
Outline of the Book:
"The Monotony And Misery Of Sin" 
or 
"The Dark Ages of Israel"
     I. The Monotonous Repetition: (Failure) (1:1-2:15)
    II. Twelve Military Reformers: (Judges) (2:16-16:31)
   III. Two Miserable Reprobates: (Religionists) (17-21)
A. An idol-worshipping son: (17-18) 
B. A cowardly Levite: (19-21)
Christological Typology:  Christ as Jehovah-Shalom (God our Peace) 6:24 
Applications & Comments:
- Judges is the Book of failure and idolatry.
- After the Book of Joshua, a book of Victory and conquest, we have the Book of Judges, the book of failure and defeat. (Temporary victory occurs where we read:  "...and the spirit of the Lord came upon...")
- After Joshua died, there was no man to take his place.  The hardy, battle-tested generation raised in the wilderness and trained in military discipline and conquest, was replaced by a softer, selfish generation who was weary of fighting and just wanted to settle down in the new land.  (2:10)
- The twin sins of intermarriage with Canaanites and idolatry were their downfall!
- This record of Israel's failure in the Promised Land spans about 350 years -from Joshua to Saul.
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- There are 7 apostasies, 7 servitudes and 7 deliverances in the book.
- The Book of Judges begins in compromise and ends in confusion and anarchy.
- Israel's internal deterioration was due to:

Ritualism - The fruit of man-made worship


Idolatry - The fruit of apostasy 

Immorality - The fruit of compromise


Civil-war - The fruit of selfishness (Flesh)
- The "Key Verses" show the fruit of deterioration ("Every man did that which was right in his own eyes") and the root of deterioration; lack of leadership "There was no king in Israel".

1. They had refused God as their King (Theocracy)

2. They wanted to do their own thing (Democracy)

3. They were preparing themselves for a king (Monarchy)
- When the authority is no longer centralized, the nation fragments.  Israel was no longer a nation, but simply a group of 12 tribes.  They had become like their neighbors, the "ites" of the land.
- The Judges God raised up had authority, but it was not recognized throughout the land and was often very local. As a crisis would arise via attack by the Canaanites et.al, God would respond to Israel's cries and raise up a deliverer or judge.
- Each man had qualifications which met the necessity of the crisis.
- Political failure of the nation follows religious failure. When a nation shuts God out of its government, it declines and deteriorates.  (2:11-13)
- The turmoil and defeat in Israel during these dark and distressing days was totally unnecessary and could have been avoided had they not turned their back on God.

1. They disregarded His Word given by God to Moses & Joshua.

2. They disregarded His worship via the sacrifices, priesthood and taber​nacle and worshipped false deities.

3. They disregarded His will and refused to exterminate the inhabitants of the land.
- A summary of the Book and this period of Israel's history is found in 2:16-19.
- The 12 military reformers in the Book of Judges are:

1. Othniel 

7. Jair

2. Ehud 


8. Jephthah

3. Shamgar 

9. Ibzan

4. Deborah        
           10. Elon


5. Gideon          
           11. Abdon

6. Tola 
           
           12. Samson
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TWELVE MILITARY REFORMERS

Othniel subaes 1:12, 13; 3:8-11
Oppressing nation—Mesopotamia

Length of oppression—8 years

Years of peace 40 years

He was both nephew and son-in-law of Caleb.
He captured a strong Canaanite city.

Ehud (3:12-30)
Oppressing nation—Moab Length of oppression—18 years
Years of peace 80 years

He assassinated a fat Moabite enemy king named Eglon.
He organized an Israeli army which killed 10,000 enemy troops.

Shamgar (a:a1)

Oppressing nation—Philistia Length of oppression—
unrecorded

Years of peace unrecorded

He killed 600 Philistines with an oxgoad.

Barak (a-5)

Oppressing nation—Canaanites

Length of oppression—20 years

Years of peace 40 years.

He raised an army of 10,000 at Deborah’s encouragement.

He defeated enemy general named Sisera at base of Mt. Tabor.
Sisera is killed later by Jael while in her tent sleeping.

Barak and Deborah sang a duet of praise over their victory.

Gideon (s8)

Oppressing nation—Midian Length of oppression—7 years
Years of peace 40 years

He was commissioned by God to defeat the Midianites.

He prepared for this by destroying the family idols.

He threw out the fleece twice.

He raised an army of 10,000.

He saw this army reduced to 300 by God.

He defeated 135,000 enemy troops with his 300.

He caused Israel 10 sin by making a golden ephod.

Tola (10:1)
Oppressing nation—unrecorded Length of oppression—
unrecorded

Years of peace 23 years
Unrecorded

Jair (10:3-5)

Oppressing nation—unrecorded Length of oppression—
uni

Years of peace 22 years

He and his 30 sons delivered 30 Israeli ciies from oppression

Jephthah (10:6—12:17)

Oppressing nation—Ammon Length of oppression—18 years

Years of peace 6 years

He was a harlot's son who became a mighty warrior.

On the eve of battle he made a rash vow to God: if victorious he

would offer the first thing that greeted him. His daughter met him
and he sadly performed his vow.

He is later provoked into battle with the jealous tribe of Ephraim.

Ibzan (12:8-10)

Oppressing nation—unrecorded Length of oppression—
unrecorded

Years of peace 7 years

Unrecorded

Elon (12:11,12)

Oppressing nation—unrecorded Length of oppression—
unrecorded

Years of peace 10 years

Unrecorded

Abdon (12:13-15)

Oppressing nation—unrecorded Length of oppression—
unrecor

Years of peace 8 years

Unrecorded

Samson (13-16)

Oppressing nation—Philistia Length of oppression—A40 years
Years of peace 20 years

He was to be raised as a Nazarite.

He killed a lion en route to his weddng.

He killed 30 Philistines to pay off a clothing debt.

Upon losing his wife, he burned the wheat fields of the Philistines.
Hekilled 1 Philistines with the jawbone of an ass.

He ripped off an iron gate at Gaza.

He was betrayed into the hands of the Philistines by Delilah.

He was shaven, blinded, and enslaved.

He was supernaturally empowered to destroy many Philistines in
their own temple by pulling it down.

He himself was killed at this time.
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RUTH

("Satisfied")

Book Number:  8
Author:  Samuel ?
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  35                    



Words:  2,578 
Key Word(s):  Trust, Rest, Kinsman 
Key Verse(s):  2:12; 3:1; 4:14
Key Subject(s):  To set forth a portrait of trust in a day of distrust.  To reveal faith in the midst of failure.
Key Personalities:  Naomi, Ruth, Boaz 
People Addressed:  Israel, Whosoever
Problems Addressed:  
1. A demonstration of God's grace and providential care during a period of national decadence and descension.
2. To reveal God's personal care and concern for "unimportant" people.
3. A genealogy for King David is provided. (Ruth becomes David's great-grandmother)
Outline of the Book:
"The 'Resurrection' of Ruth"
     I. Ruth Renouncing: 1 (Trusting) Ruth deciding by faith
    II. Ruth Reaping: 2 (Gleaning) Ruth gleaning under grace
   III. Ruth Resting: 3 (Submitting) Ruth communing in fellowship
   IV. Ruth Rejoicing: 4 (Blessing) Ruth resting in redemption
Christological Typology:  Christ as our Kinsman-Redeemer
Applications & Comments:
- While no-one knows with certainty the author of the book, its inclusion into the Canon of Old Testament inspired literature is not in question.
- The story takes place probably during the period when Gideon was Judge in Israel.  It is a sparkling diamond displayed against a black background.  It demonstrates that though, in general, men were "doing their own thing" and "that which was right in their own eyes", there were some who trusted in God's grace and providence and who did things "by the Book"!
- The book relates no battles or victories, no miracles or wonders, but the afflictions of a family outside of God's will and God's grace and providential care to bring them back to the place of blessing (but not without a tremendous personal cost and sacrifice to Naomi and Ruth!).
- Not only does Ruth the Moabitess end up in the genealogical line of Christ, but Boaz' mother was formerly Rahab the Canaanite harlot of Jericho. (Mt. 1:5)
- The typology in the Book of Ruth is interesting and instructive:

Elimelech = a picture of the carnal Christian who refuses to trust God when things don't go his way and moves away 


     from chastening to Moab, outside of God's will.

Moab = pictures the carnal state of the believer; the border line life. 

Naomi = portrays a "follower" who goes outside of God's will with her husband


Orpah = is a type of the sinner who comes to the place of decision and rejects.

Ruth = is a type of the sinner who comes to the place of decision and receives.

Moab Offered - old friends, hope of a husband, children, familiar faces, places and friends (for Ruth).

Canaan Offered - uncertainty, farewell to friends, abandoning idols, little hope of a husband among the Jews, 


perhaps even persecution.
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Ruth at Boaz' Feet - becomes a picture of the sinner at Christ's feet.

Ruth in Marriage - becomes a type of a gentile bride (the church).

Boaz = the Kinsman-Redeemer, a type of the grace of God in Christ. 
- There is no genealogy given in I Samuel for King David; Ruth provides the missing genealogy. Ruth and Boaz have a son named Obed who becomes the father of Jesse, David's father!
- The beautiful story of Ruth and Boaz is not a mere interesting and refreshing family scene lifted from the dark ages of the Judges. Ruth marries Boaz of Bethlehem and this begins the real story of Bethlehem!
- The classic commitment of Ruth in Ruth 1:16, 17 is one of the most beautiful statements made by human tongue!
- The doctrines in Ruth run the gamut of: God's grace, providence, salvation, faith, reward, redemption, love, compassion, mercy, concern and sovereignty. A 3-fold reason for the writing of Ruth seems to be:

1. To give the genealogy for Christ via Ruth and Boaz.

2. To provide a clear picture of redemption.

3. To present "an oasis in the desert" during the dark days of the Judges.
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Chapter One .
Ruth Renouncing

e Acitizen from Bethiehem named Elimelech, his wife Naomi,
and their two sons move to Moab during a famine.

¢ The boys marry Moabite girls, but soon both father and sons
die, leaving three widows.

eNaomi returns to Bethlehem, accompanied by one of her
daughters-in-law, named Ruth, who had renounced her Moabite
gods for the true God of Israel.

Chapter Two:
Ruth Reaping

ein the providence of God Ruth gleans wheat in a field owned
by Boaz, a near relative of Elimelech.

e At their first meeting, Boaz falls in love with Ruth.

e Upon learning of this, Naomi begins planning for the wedding.

Chapter Three:
Ruth Resting

¢ Naomi sends Ruth to Boaz, that she might request of him to
fullil his responsibllity as a kinsman redeemer.

#Boaz is thrilled with Ruth's request, but tells her there is a
kinsman redeemer closer than he.

# Ruth returns home and leaves the matter with God.

Chapter fFour:
Huth Kejoicing
¢ Boaz arranges a meeting with the closer kinsman redeemer.
¢ Upcn hearing the facts, he sieps aside and allows Boaz to
fullill the kinsman redeemer responsibilities, including marriage

to Ruth.
s Ruth presenis Boaz with a male baby which is named Obed.
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I SAMUEL
(Last of Judges, 1st of Prophets)
Book Number:  9
Author:  Samuel ?  (+ Nathan & Gad)  (Ch. 1-24 & I Chron. 29:29)
Chapters:  31 




Verses:  810                 



Words:  25,061
Key Word(s):  "They have rejected me (God)", "Refused to obey", "Like the nations"
Key Personalities:  Samuel, Saul, David 
People Addressed:  Israel, (Us)
Problems Addressed:  

1.  Man's rejection of a visible mediator (priest) and desire for a visible leader (King). 
          * 2.  Man's prerequisite for leadership vs. God's.  (16:7)
* NOTE: God never spoke to his people through a king, but through a prophet and a priest. He did speak to kings through prophets. Several kings, including David, were rebuked by His prophets.
Outline of the Book:
"Organization of the Kingdom"
     I. Samuel's Rule:  1-7
    II. Saul's Reign & Ruin:  8-15
   III. David's Rise:  16-31
Christological Typology:  Christ as the seed of David.
Applications & Comments:
- The Book of Samuel records the history of Israel from the last of the judges (Samuel) to the 1st of her kings (Saul).  It is a transitional book.
- God's desire was that He should be king in Israel ruling through men he appointed.
- The people wanted to be "like the nations" around them (8:19, 20).  They refused to be a peculiar people.  They could not bear the reproach of separation.
- They preferred conformity to the world around them instead of being a witness to them.
- This stage in Israel's history, referred to as the United Kingdom stage, spans approximately 120 years and Israel's 1st three kings:  Saul, David & Solomon.
- This stage did unite the nation under one leader, unlike during the period of the judges before or the Divided Kingdom after!
- This book covers about 100 years, beginning with the birth of Samuel and ending with the death of Saul.
- Samuel was the last of Israel's judges and, unlike his predecessors, gave Israel a sense of unity in his triple office of Judge, Prophet and Priest (I Sam. 3:19-21; 7:15-17).
- Samuel, at God's command, anoints Saul and publicly proclaims him king. (I Sam. 9:16; 10:1; 10:24).
- Initially Saul is militarily successful and raises an army of 330 thousand to rescue a surrounded city, Jabesh-Gilead.
- Pride brings about Saul's downfall through a 3-fold sin:

1. He intrudes into the priest’s office an doffers sacrifice. (13:9)


2. He orders a senseless fast for his army and a stupid order of death for his own son Jonathan.  (14:23-45)


3. He deliberately disobeys God and refuses to kill the king of the Amalekites.  (15)

NOTE:  Amalek is a type of the flesh, the old nature.  Saul pictures the natural man who can defeat the Ammonite (the external foe), but cannot defeat or have victory over the Amelikite (the internal foe).
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- God “repents” that “He had made Saul king over Israel” (15:35) and announces Saul’s rejection and David’s selection.  (16:1)

- Saul’s biography is given in his own words in Ch. 26 (v. 21)  “I have sinned…I have played the fool.”

- The desire of Israel for a king centered upon Saul’s external appearance (9:2), but God’s prerequisite for a king was internal. (16:6, 7)

NOTE:  There is nothing wrong with external beauty, but God sees beyond that to the heart.  David also “was ruddy and withal of a beautiful countenance and goodly to look upon”.  (16:12)

- Jealousy consumed Saul, and he hated and hunted David until his death.  David never retaliated!

- David and Jonathan (Saul’s son) stand out in contrast to Saul.  They were men of faith (14:6 & 17:50).  The new kingdom was disintegrating under Saul, but God had David ready to replace him.
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Two men with the same initial but diverse
personalities dominate this book. Samuel
climaxed a chain of 14 judges and gave in
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woman next door. David repented and
God forgave him, but sin’s high cost took
its toll.
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[image: image24.jpg]1 SAMUEL—2 RULERS

1 KINGS—Kingdom is Divided W i} Lt
Solomon inherited his father David'’s
kingdom and pushed the New Federalism Theocracy Monarchy
to its farthest frontiers. Though God's
temple was a rival to any wonder of the Judges Kings
%‘ %{‘
1 KINGS

Israel—10 Tribes

Solomon DIVIDED
e e KINGDOM ‘ ’
1—11
uITeD e 1] The Thematic OId Testament
KINGDOM Judah—2 Tribes . F
PERIOD THEME LIFE PRINCIPLE
Genesls | 2 Beginnings Gog:;;?:vs new things with
ancient world, the people requested tax Exodus | 2 Redemptions Th:r;ln;gs;hbyeség:rllual Birih g
reduction, which was rejected by Solo- Thers is 3 "“divl - hed ™ 1
mon’s son. Ten tribes seceded from the Numbers | 2 Generations r,,eb:m;‘ iR Moo shed™ for
U.T.I, which meant there were rival Jew- ; God's work should be done In
ish kings in separate capitals. The North : dustuz { 2 Divisigng God's way.
was called Israel; the South was called 5 Those who ignore the past are
Judah. ! Judges | 7 Cycles condemned to repeat it. v
1 Samuet | 2 Rulers Itis dangerous 1o rest on a
2 KINGS~ Kingdoms Taken Captive _ goed Slarl,

i

After 19 evil kings, Israel was captured by @i__’_____\ L=
Assyria (capital: Nineveh) and the people : )

were scattered. The mixed race called Sa-
maritans began here as Jews intermarried
with imported pagans. Later, after a total -
of 19 kings and 1 queen, Judah’s people = s ﬂ
were exiled to Babylon (the B.E.). Only The Thematic T

8 southern kings received an overall grade ol dT Recane
estament

PERIOD  THEME LIFE PRINCIPLE
-4 2 Samuel | 2 Lifestyles Th'e;:!qlavr:ncms'aquonces of

0 good

1 Kings 2 Kingdoms There is safety in heeding

‘SAMARIA wise counselors.
.. +
2 Kings 2 Exiles God will collect what is
JERUSALEM * due Him,
JUDAH Babylonian | , Prophets Serving God may involve
19 kings 2 KINGS Exile sullering.
faqueen R
8 good ¢ § _Eua 2 Returns Physical activity must be
balanced with spiritual
, , Nehemiah | 2 Bulldings BelsiLy.
of “good” from God. ¥

— —





II SAMUEL

(Could be: The Life of David the King)
Book Number:  10
Author:  Nathan & Gad ?  (I Chr. 29:29)
Chapters:  24 




Verses:  695                  



 Words:  20,612
Key Word(s):  "David", "Anointed", "Jerusalem"
Key Verse(s):  2:4; 5:3-5
Key Subject(s):  To record the unity of the nation of Israel under the reign of David its greatest king.
Key Personalities:  David (Mephibosheth, Absalom, Bathsheba, Nathan) 
People Addressed:  Israel (Us)
Problems Addressed:  

1. How will the fragmented nation be unified?  (Under David's reign)

2.  Where will the political and religious center be estab​lished?  (Jerusalem)
NOTE:  As Bethlehem is known as "The City of David" because of his birth there, Jerusalem is known as "The City of David" because there he reigned as King over all Israel.
Outline of the Book:
"The Epic of David the King"
     I. The Sovereign:  II Sam. 1-10       
  



V.  The Scribe:  II Sam. 22-23:1-7
    II. The Sinner:  II Sam 11                                  


            VI.  The Soldier:  II Sam. 23:8-39
   III. The Sorrowful:  II Sam. 12-20            
           


           VII.  The Statistician:  II Sam. 24
   IV. The Statesman:  II Sam. 21
Christological Typology:  Christ as the anointed one
Applications & Comments:
      I. David the Sovereign:  1-10

A. Anointed as King of Judah in Hebron after Saul's death.  2:1-4

B. Anointed as King of Israel by all 12 tribes in Hebron after 7 years of war.  3-5 

C. Captures Jebus' (a Philistine) stronghold and makes it Israel's capital - now known as Jerusalem!  5:6-10

D. Brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  6:1-9 

E. Desires to build a temple for God, but forbidden: 7:17

F. Receives the Davidic Covenant predicting the Millennial Kingdom!  1:8-11 

G. Seeks out and shows kindness to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s lame son.  9:1-13
NOTE:  David's accomplishments were many and great, but his personal traits and character overshadowed even his great military victories and kingly triumphs. He was loyal to his friends, kind to his foes (even to a fault). He was a gifted leader, a sensitive poet, a just administrator and a dedi​cated man-of-God.  "In a world of idolatry and a nation continually falling into idolatry, David stood like a Rock for God!  In every circumstance of life he went directly to God in prayer, in thanks, or in praise." David was a grand character:  intensely human, impulsive, whole-souled and extremely generous.
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     II. David the Sinner:  11

A. He commits adultery with Bathsheba.

B. He commits murder with Uriah, her husband.
    III. David the Sorrowful: 12-20
NOTE:  It seemed David had committed the "Perfect Crime"!  But God knew about it and sent Nathan the Prophet to expose him.  In contrast to Saul's self vindica​tion, David prostrates himself before God and confesses and begs forgiveness. Saul, too, confessed "I have sinned" but asked Samuel to be honored before the people!  David wept bitter tears of remorse and penned Psalm 51.  David, though "a man after God's own heart", had to suffer the bitter consequences of his sin:  incest, murder, death of a baby, rebellion in his household unfolded in his family life.  He became a vivid picture of the consequences of sin.  Nathan's words became a reality:  "The sword shall never depart from thine house!"
    IV. David the Statesman:  21

A. God sends a 3-year place of famine to Israel as punishment for Saul's sins against Gibeon:  (cf. Josh. 9:15)

B. David negotiates with the Gibeonites and delivers seven of Saul's sons to be executed.  He saves Mephibosheth 
  
   (Jonathan's son), then, as a compensation, sends for the bones of Saul and Jonathan to be reinterred

   at Gibeah, Saul's royal city and real home.
    V. David the Scribe:  22-23:7

A. David writes over ½ of the Psalms in God's Word.  II Sam. 23:2 

B. The Psalm in II Sam. 22 is repeated in Psalm 18.
   VI. David the Soldier:  23:8-39

A. David lists the exploits of his heroic men. 

B. David reminisces over his past life.
   VII. David the Statistician:  24

A. Satan tempts him to number the people.

B. The result is an offer of one of 3 punishments:

     1. 7 years of famine

     2. To flee 90 days before his enemies

     3. A 3-day pestilence

C. He chooses the latter and 70,000 men die.

     1. David pleads with God's death angel and stops the plague.

     2. David later buys the threshingfloor where the plague was stopped.
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[image: image25.jpg]ELIJAH AND KING AHAB
Announcing the three-and-a-hall year drought (1 Ki. 17:1)
Challenging him to a contest on Mt. Carmel (17:17-19)
Predicting the end of the drought (18:41-46)

Pronouncing the death sentence upon him and his wife
(21:17-24)

ELIJAH AND THE RAVENS OF CHERITH
He is supernalurally fed by some ravens beside a drying
brook (1 KI. 17:2-7)

ELIJAH AND A WIDOW AT ZAREPHATH
He is supernalurally fed by God through a widow (1 KI. 17:8-16)
He raises the dead son of that widow (17:17-24)

ELIJAH AND A BACKSLIDER NAMED OBADIAH
Obadiah was a secret believer who had ministered to 100
prophets (1 Ki. 18:1-15)

He reluctantly and feartully arranges a meeting between Elijah
and Ahab (1 KI. 18:16)

ELIJAH AND THE NATION ISRAEL
He rebukes and challenges Israel on Mt. Carmel (1 KI. 18:20-24)

ELIJAH AND THE PRIESTS OF BAAL

The priests of Baal are unable o pray down the fire
(1KI. 18:25-29)

He has them killed for their paganism (18:40)

ELIJAH AND THE LORD GOD

He flees Israel to escape Jezebels revenge (1 KI. 19:1-3)
He is ministered o by an angel (19:4-7)

He hears God's still small voice in a cave (19:8-18)

ELIJAH AND ELISHA THE PROPHET
He calls Elisha o special service (1 KI. 19:19-21)
He prepares Elisha for special service (2 KI. 2:1-10)

ELIJAH AND NORTHERN KING AHAZIAH

He predicts wicked Ahaziah will die from a fall (2 KI. 1:1-18)
He prays down lire to destroy two companies of soldiers sent
1o arresthim (1:9-12)

He spares the third company, led by a caplain who begs for
mercy (1:13-16) g

ELIJAH AND A CHARIOT OF FIRE

Fie parts the River Jordan and stands on the eastern bank
(2Ki.2:1-8)

He receives a last request from Elisha (2:9, 10)

He is carried into heaven withoul dying (2:11)





[image: image26.jpg]Triumph over his enemies
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I KINGS

Book Number:  11 
Author:  Jeremiah ?
Sources:  Book of Acts of Solomon (I Ki. 11:41); Book of Chronicles of Kings of Judah; Israel; Isaiah 36-39
Chapters:  22 




Verses:  816                   



Words:  24,524
Key Word(s):  "Solomon", "Kingdom" ("Temple"), "House of the Lord"
Key Verse(s):  2:46; 6:1 (6:3, 5, 17)
Key Subjects:  Solomon's Reign, Wisdom, Temple, Sin; Division of the United Kingdom
Key Personalities:  Solomon, Jeroboam, Rehoboam, Elizah
People Addressed:  Israel (Us)
Problems Addressed:  Would Solomon serve God and bring His blessing upon Israel? (God's blessings are contingent upon our obedience & exclusive worship of the Lord.)
Outline of the Book:
"The Kingdom:  United & Divided"
     I. David Dies:  1:1-2:11
    II. Solomon Reigns:  2:12-11:43
   III. Kingdom Divides:  12:1-16:34
   IV. Elizah Ministers:  17:1-22;53
Christological Typology:  Christ as the Prince of Peace
NOTE:    Christ will not fulfill the Solomon type until He fulfills the David type.
Like Solomon Christ was:  

1. Chosen before birth (Is. 42:1)  


2. Rode into Jerusalem on a mule (Jn. 12:4-16)  


3. Anointed (Acts 10:38)  


4. Peace filled the earth when his reign was established (Zech. 14:9))
Applications & Comments:
Solomon's reign is a beautiful picture of Christ's millennial reign:

1. He had 12 cabinet members to assist in his reign (4:7); Jesus will have 12 apostles (Mt. 19:23)

2. Solomon ruled "over all Kingdoms" in the Holy Land (4:21); Christ will rule over all Kingdoms everywhere.

3. Solomon's subjects served him as we will serve Christ (4:21; Rev. 22:3)

4. Solomon had a peaceful reign and Christ will be the Prince of Peace (4:24; Is. 2:24)

5. Judah and Israel dwelt safely "every man under his vine" (4:25); so under Christ's reign (Jer. 23:6; Micah 4:4; 
  
   Zech. 3:10)

6. He was the wisest Sovereign who ever ruled (I Ki. 3); to be excelled by Christ alone (Is. 9:6, 7).
- One of his greatest achievements was the building of the temple.  It took 7 years; was exactly twice the size of Moses' tabernacle (90' long; 30' wide & 45' high); was built by 100,000 Israelites; 80,000 stone cutters and 330 foremen; the floors and walls were made of stone covered with cedar and over​laid with gold; it was built without the sound of hammer, ax, or other tools (I Ki. 6:7); it had 10 lampstands and 10 tables of shewbread (7:49) as opposed to one each in the tabernacle; Solomon paid King Hiram of Tyre a million bushels of wheat and 840 gallons of pure olive oil for the timber alone for the temple shell (5:8-11); there were 2 golden cherubim in the Holy of Holies.
(8:7)
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- His other major building projects included stables for his 40,000 horses, and his own palace which took 13 years to build and was more elaborate than the house he built for God.  Ex: His throne was ivory overlaid with gold and satin on a platform 6 steps high each with 6 lions on each side. The largest offering ever was given at dedication of temple:  22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep!
- His wisdom was legend and covered nearly every subject:  Jurisprudence, (3:16 ff) administration, poetry, natural science, architecture and engineering, commerce, philosophy, horticulture, etc.
- His wealth was fabulous:  700 wives and 300 concubines; fantastic quantities of gold; 40,000 horses; 1,400 chariots;

commanded 12,000 cavalrymen; a fleet of ships; an iron smelting industry; he even exported such exotic things as apes and peacocks.  The Queen of Sheba traveled over 1000 miles to hear his wisdom and see his wealth and left with this testimony:  "...behold the half was not told me:  thy wisdom and prosperity exceeded the fame which I heard".  (10:7)
- His fall was great:  his sin included the 3 specific areas God had warned about 4½ centuries before in Deut. 17:14-17: accumulating horses, women and gold.  His prosperity in the area of great wealth was offset by his poverty in the spiritual realm: his love for women and recognition of false gods.
- His backsliding is detailed in Ecclesiastes and reveals the satiating and jading effect of wealth, fame and education.
- While never completely forgetting worship of Jehovah, he did erect obelisks, "high places", groves and chapels for his wives and their false gods.  (11:1-13) This brought Solomon down and wrested the Kingdom from his hand.
- Jeroboam, a son of one of Solomon's servants, (11:26) rebelled against him. The prophet Ahijah is used by God to prophesy the division of the United Kingdom (11:28 ff).  Ten tribes would follow him.
- Rehoboam, Solomon's son, would also be king over 2 tribes.
	
	 Jeroboam     (Israel  -  10 tribes)                 722
	

	
Saul     David     Solomon
	                    Northern Kingdom                  Assyrian Captivity

                    Samaria
 Rehoboam     (Judah - 2 tribes)                                  606-586
	

	1095    1055         1015
	
	

	
   975                       Southern Kingdom                                Babylonian

                                                                                    Jerusalem                                             Captivity


	


- Rehoboam really caused the split when he refused to lighten the tax burden of the tribes.  (12:3-15)
- Jeroboam established his headquarters in Shechem, and to direct the 10 tribes attention from Jerusalem as the center of worship, he built altars and false gods (golden calves) and ordained his own priests in Dan (North) and Bethel
(South).  (12:28-33)
- Rehoboam also led the people of Judah into idolatry (14:21-24)
- The total number of kings in the north was 19 - all evil.  (210 years)
- The total number of kings in the south was 20 - (1 queen) - 8 righteous. (326 years)
- The ministry of Elijah completes the book (from 17:1-22:53)
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II KINGS
Book NumberL  12
Author:  Ezra ?  Jeremiah ?
Chapters:  25 




Verses:  719                   



Words:  23,532 
Key Word(s):  Division, Death, Destruction 
Key Verse(s):  10:10; 17:7-23
Key Subject(s):  Elisha's Miracle Ministry; Idolatry & Civil War; Captivity 
Key Personalities:  Elisha, Hezekiah, Josiah
People Addressed:  Judah (Southern Kingdom), Israel (Northern Kingdom) & Us 
Problems Addressed:  Can God's people disobey Him and go unpunished? No!
Outline of the Book:
"Disobedience & Disaster"
     I. Elizah Fades:  1:1-2:11 
    II. Elisha Follows:  2:12-9:10 
   III. Israel Falls:  9:11-25:30

A. Northern Kingdom Captured by Assyria:  17:4-6

B. Southern Kingdom Captured by Babylon:  24:11-25:30
Christological Typology:  Christ as King of Kings
Applications & Comments:

 - The period of the Divided Kingdom is the most chaotic in Israel's history. The period began when Rehoboam, Solomon's son, ignored the wise counsel of the elders to cut the taxes and serve the people.  Instead he raised the taxes and made the people his slaves.  Jeroboam led 10 of the tribes to keep their tax money and set up a rival kingdom.  For the next 300+ years the divided nation became adversaries instead of allies.  Finally, they are both carried into captivity:  the Northern Kingdom by Assyria and the Southern Kingdom by Babylon, and Israel ceases to exist as a national entity.
- The grace of God is revealed in this period in that a major portion of God's Word in the Old Testament is devoted to this period.  God reaches out to his chosen people in love and longsuffering through the prophets, the Psalms and Proverbs.  He reaches out to them through discipline and chastening by using the surrounding nations. I & II Kings in contrast:


  I Kings 







    II Kings

- Begins with King Solomon 




- Ends with King Nebuchadnezzar

- Begins with obedience and blessing     



- Ends with disobedience & destruction

- Opens with the bldg. of the Temple      



- Closes with the burning of the Tempi

- Traces the progress of apostasy       



- Describes the consequences of apos​tasy

- The prophet Elijah introduced 




- The Prophet Elisha presented

- Sows the longsuffering of God 




- Shows the Lord's sure punishment of sin

- Begins with a United & Free Kingdom     



- Ends with a Divided & Captive King​dom
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- God gave more than adequate warnings to both kingdoms.  A total of 30 prophets ministered God's message to the Jews during the Divided Kingdom stage.  Divine pardon, conditioned on human repentance, was continually offered and conse​quences for the contrary were clearly spelled out. God never used kings to deliver his messages; he used prophets! This was a dark period in Israel's history.  Of the 19 kings in the Northern Kingdom, none were given a good score by God!  Of the 19 kings and 1 queen in the Southern Kingdom, only 8 passed God's approval.  (They were Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham, Hezekiah and Josiah)
- The 3 brightest lights in II Kings are:  Elisha the Prophet and Hezekiah (29 years) and Josiah (31 years), the Kings of the Southern Kingdom.

1. Elisha - God's replacement for Elijah.

2. Hezekiah - G. Campbell Morgan says:  "...Hezekiah was the greatest King of Judah, if not the greatest of the 
Kings - greater than David (!); certainly greater than Solomon - a remarkable man".  He opened and cleansed the Temple, reorganized the Temple orchestra and choir featur​ing the Psalms of David in their repertoire, reinstituted the Passover celebration (orig. scheduled for 7 days but unanimously extended for 7 more days), destroyed the places of idolatry and the brazen serpent of Moses. He also wrote approximately 16 chapters in Proverbs and a group of Psalms. Some believe he spent the last 15 years of guaranteed life putting the Old Testament Scriptures in order.  (At the end of many Old Testament Books the Hebrew letters "HZK" appear in the Hebrew manu​scripts.)

3. Josiah - His name is synonymous with revival.  II Ki. 23:25 gives God's estimate of this mighty man-of-God. He, too, destroyed idols and images, repaired the Temple, elevated God's newly discovered Word, resurrected the Passover with the greatest celebration ever as he had offered up 30,000 lambs, 3,000 bulls, 7,600 sheep and 300 oxen, and he restored the Ark of the Covenant to its proper place in the Temple.
- Such were the days of the Kings in the Divided Kingdom!
- The monarchy was over and will not be revived till the King of Kings sits on David's royal throne for 1,000 years!













24
I CHRONICLES
Book Number:  13 
Author:  Ezra ?
Chapters:  29 




Verses:  942                    



Words:  20,369 
Key Word(s):  Genealogy, Anointed, Temple 
Key Verse(s):  9:1 (Ch. 1-9); 11:3; 22:10
Key Subject(s):  Genealogical title deed to the land; David's reign and temple worship
Key Personalities:  David
People Addressed:  All Israel after Babylonian captivity
Problems Addressed:  Will Israel serve God properly after returning from exile?
Outline of the Book:
"Restoration of Order"
     I. Order within the Nation (Genealogies):  1-9
    II. Order under King David:  11-21
   III. Order in the Temple:  22-29
Christological Typology:  Christ as God's true King 
Applications & Comments:
- Up to now the progression has been chronological and in one sense that chronology continues.  Though we will cover some of the same ground as in I Samuel with the reign of King David, we will look back on his reign after the Babylonian captivity and the return to the land.
- The books of Samuel and Kings were written before the captivity; the books of Chronicles after that event (6:15)
- The focus in Chronicles is on the Southern Kingdom only, beginning with King David (Saul is only mentioned in Ch. 10 to chronicle his death). In Kings both the Northern Kingdom and Southern Kingdom are intertwined while in Chronicles the Northern Kingdom is only mentioned as necessity dictates.
- The above outline reveals the contents and flow of the book:
     I. Order Within The Nation (Genealogies):  1-9

- The genealogies are given to show that the Chronicles are dealing with the true chosen people through Abraham to 
Messiah.

- The line is traced back to Adam which undergirds the historicity of Genesis.  v. 1 ff

- Though not the first born of Israel (Jacob), the genealogy of Judah is first and occupies nearly 3 full chapters 
because this is the Messianic line.

- The purpose of the genealogies seems to be the resettling of the land after the captivity. Those returning had a 
right to the family inheri​tance.

- The tribe of Levi is given a lengthy genealogy even though they had no earthly inheritance (81 verses in Ch. 6). 
This is the priestly line and they would establish order in Israel's religious life back in the land.

     II. Order Under King David:  11-21

- Saul's death is dispensed parenthetically in Ch. 10 to set the stage for David's ascension to the throne - God's True 
King!

- The 1st three verses establish the tone and tenor for the book - Israel is to look back to King David as God's ideal.
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- Though David's failures are recorded, his accomplishments are high​lighted and there is a decided and detailed 
emphasis on his spirit​uality and relationship to the ark and preparation for building the temple. (15:25-17:27) (22:1-
19)

- The Davidic Covenant is replaced in 17:7-15.  (Only in Christ at his return will this covenant be fulfilled.)
   III. Order In The Temple:  22-29

- Someone has noted that I Chronicles is sort of a historical sermon - based on II Samuel and other official 
documents - designed to encourage the returned exiles to restore temple worship to its proper place in their national 
life.  (See Halley's Bible Handbook, p.198, 199)

- Beside offering the sacrifices, men were designated as burden-bearers, singers and musicians, treasurers, monthly 
captains, artisans, etc.
- Now that many Israelites were returning from captivity, it was essential that order be reestablished.
- After 2 generations of exile, the homeland no longer held the same attraction to the Jews who had never seen it in its glory.  For them it was a dead legend. While the home-seeking Jews were rebuilding Jerusalem, the wandering Jews, commercially minded, were being absorbed by the nations of the world.
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II CHRONICLES
Book Number:  14 
Author:  Ezra ?
Chapters:  36 




Verses:  822                    



Words:  26,074

Key Word(s):  ''House of the Lord", Temple (11 x's), Judah (161 x's)

Key Verse(s):  2:1; 3:1; 26:16; 11:1
Key Subject(s):  Solomon's Temple, Wisdom & Glory; Divided Kingdom; Captivity 
Key Personalities:  Solomon, Rehoboam, Hezekiah, Josiah 
People Addressed:  The returning Jews 
Problems Addressed:  Will a permanent, central place of worship unify the nation?
Outline of the Book:
"From Temple to Tragedy"
     I. Unity under Solomon:  1-9 
    II. Division under Rehoboam:  10-12 
   III. Unrest under the Kings of Judah:  13-36:1-10 

A. 14 bad kings & 1 bad queen 

B. 5 good kings including Hezekiah & Josiah 
   IV. Captivity under Zedekiah:  36:11-21
Christological Typology:  Christ as The Perfect King
Applications & Comments:
- II Chronicles begins in glory and ends in defeat.
- It opens with the nation in the land in unity and closes with the nation in captivity and disarray.
- It opens with the temple being built and closes with the temple looted and destroyed.
- The progression is continually downward.
- The book opens with splendor and closes with squalor.
- The emphasis from Chapter 1 through the Book is on the Messianic line through Judah, the Southern Kingdom.
- The outline above reveals the contents and flow of the book:
     I. Unity Under Solomon:

- The great wisdom of Solomon, his greatness in building and his spirituality are highlighted in II Chron. while his sins 
are virtually passed over.

- Solomon is presented 2nd only to David in his achievements and nearness to God.

- The details of temple building are given as a memory aid to those returning to Jerusalem after the captivity.

- II Chronicles is a "History Book" for a new generation of Jews just returning from captivity.
NOTE:  It was during this period that the term "Jew" came into use.  Strictly speaking, it refers to individuals of the Tribe of Judah or inhabitants of the land occupied by that tribe, Judea.  Later it became used of all who traced their lineage to Abraham and who owned the sacred Scriptures (Old Testament) as their spiritual guide.  Today it is even broader.
"Israel" then is the pre-exile designation of descendents of Abraham and "Jew", the post-exile descendents.
The Jewish exile produced disgust for gentile idolatry and a desire for worship of the One God of the Scriptures. Without a central place for worship, the synagogue evolved as a place to meet for prayer and study of the scriptures, especially the Torah. No sacrifices were offered there - it was a meeting place.
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Scribes also seem to have their origin in exiled Israel.  They are mentioned first in Ezra after the captivity.
In spite of their captivity and dispersion, Jews have retained the highest degree of national purity and identity.

- The longest prayer in the Bible is recorded at the dedication of Solomon's Temple in II Chron. 6:1-42.
     II. Division Under Rehoboam:

- Solomon's decline and sin produced a rebellious son - Rehoboam.

- He heavily taxed the people and thus caused a split in the nation.

- The scriptures summarize his life and reign:  "He did evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord."  
(12:14)

- Rehoboam and his sons followed in their illustrious father's adulterous footsteps and married several women.

- Divine commentary on Rehoboam is that "he forsook the law of the Lord and all Israel with him".  (12:1)
    III. Unrest Under the Kings of Judah:

- 14 bad kings and 1 bad queen stain Judah's history during this period.

- 5 good kings and 2 major revivals shine as diamonds against black velvet during this time.

- Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jotham, Hezekiah and Josiah are the good kings.
- The revivals or reforms come under Hezekiah and Josiah.
    IV.  Captivity Under Zedekiah:

- Things went steadily down hill and the "Revivals" were short-lived and shallow.

- The summary of Judah's rebellion in 36:15-21 is Judah's funeral dirge.

- Note the fulfillment of prophecy in 36:21 (cf. Lev. 26:34-43).
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EZRA
Book Number:  15 
Author:  Ezra
Chapters:  10 




Verses:  280                    



Words:  7,441 
Key Word(s):  Return, Revive, Repair, Rebuild 
Key Verse(s):  9:9
Key Subject(s): The Jews Return, Zerubbabel's Temple, Ezra's Revival 
Key Personalities:  Zerubbabel (The Governor), Jeshua (The Priest), Ezra (The Scribe) 
People Addressed:  The remnant of returning Jews
Problems Addressed:  Will a new generation of Jews, back in the land with a new temple, be faithful to their God?
Outline of the Book:
"Back From Babylon"
     I. Return with Zerubbabel (Rebuilding of the Temple): 1-6 
    II. Return with Ezra (Revival of the Nation):  7-10
Christological Typology:  Christ as the Longsuffering Lord.
Applications & Comments:
- The subject of the book is one of the most important in Jewish history:  The Return of the Remnant after 70 years servitude in Babylon.
- Both the exile and the return were prophesied by Jeremiah (1:1)
- God spoke to Cyrus, King of Persia, to issue a decree for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple (1:2-4)
- Only a remnant return: about 50,000 with Zerubbabel (2:1, 2); another group return about 80 years later with Ezra (about 2,000) (ch. 7)
- Tradition says that I & II Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah were written as one work and compiled by Ezra the Scribe.

- Ezra is not only credited with return and revival after the captivity, but he is said to have been the founder of the 
Great Synagogue and its successors; the author of several Psalms (notably Ps. 119); initiated a revival of interest and 
study of God's Word along with Nehemiah (Neh. 8); and is credited with assembling the canon of the Old Testament 
Scriptures! His name means "Help".
- Zerubbabel, in the Messianic line (Mt. 1:12, 13), and the royal line would have throne rights as King, but simply took his place as the Governor of the remnant he led.
- Zerubbabel, along with Jeshua the Priest, led the people in the rebuilding of the temple (3:9-13).  It was a time of great joy mingled with great sorrow as the old men saw the new temple and how comparatively drab it was.
- The prophets Haggai and Zechariah are associated with the period of rebuilding of the temple.  (5:1)
- The prophet Malachi was a contemporary of Ezra.
- In secular history this was a great period:

In Greece, Socrates & Pericles were popular philosophers.

In India, Buddha formed and shaped Indian religion.

In China, Confucius, philosopher/religionist, was working.

"Return Of The Remnant"

     I. Return With Zerubbabel (Rebuilding The Temple):  1-6













29

- Though 50,000 returned to the land at this time, mostly of the Tribe of Judah, most of the Jews did not return. 
They were prospering as businessmen, merchants, etc. and enjoying a great deal of freedom and prosperity under 
Persian rule, with a King (Cyrus) who had accepted Jehovah as Lord.

- This returning remnant had a desire to go "Back Home". They had seen and heard of the Glories of Israel and the 
Temple (I & II Chronicles) and had experienced the cruelty of foreign powers. God had prepared their heart

- God raised up Zerubbabel to lead them home and begin the task of rebuilding the temple.

     - The altar was rebuilt first to restore worship.  (3:1-7)

     - The foundation of the temple was laid.  (3:8-13)

     - Outsiders offer to "help" God's work - when rejected, they become oppressors and caused a suspension of the 
                                                               
       work. (4:4-24)

     - After several (7) years delay, Haggai and Zechariah intervene, and after appeals to Darius the New Persian   
   
       King, the original decree of Cyrus was located in the archives and work was resumed. (6:14)

     - The temple is finally dedicated after 21 years (538 B.C. - 517 B.C.)

     - The Passover and The Feast of Unleavened Bread is kept in the land, in the temple for the 1st time in over 70 
 
       years!
    II. Return With Ezra (Revival of the Nation); 7-10

- Zerubbabel rebuilt the temple.

- Ezra led National Revival:

     - Ezra's preparation: 7:10 "To seek", "To Do" & "To Teach".

     - Ezra's proclamation: 8:21 "To seek a right way"

     - Ezra's consternation: 9:2-4 Lack of separation of the people.

     - Ezra's restoration: 10:10-12 Demands separation be restored

- Two outstanding and unique acts of Ezra are recorded:

     1. His trust in providential protection:  8:21-32

     2. His great prayer and confession for the people:  9:5-15; 10:1
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NEHEMIAH

Book Number:  16 
Author:  Nehemiah (Ezra ?)
Chapters:  13 




Verses:  406                  



Words:  10,483 
Key Word(s):  "Build", "Wall", "Work", "Word of God" 
Key Verse(s):  4:6; 9:3
Key Subject(s):  The wall of Jerusalem, the work of the people, the Word of the Lord
Key Personalities:  Nehemiah, Artaxerxes, Ezra, (Sanballat & Tobiah) 
People Addressed:  The returned remnant of the Jews
Problems Addressed:  Will the remnant, under Nehemiah, and in spite of opposition from without and discouragement from within, rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and rededicate themselves to God?
Outline of the Book:
"The Call To The Wall"
     I. Construction of the Wall:  1-7
    II. Consecration of the Workers:  8-10
   III. Consolidation of the Work:  11-13
Christological Typology:  Christ as the Master Builder
Applications & Comments;
- Nehemiah was a Jew living under Persian rule.  He had been elevated politically to the position of Press Secretary, Valet, and Confidant to the King Artaxerxes. "The King's Cupbearer" (1:11)
- Thirteen years earlier Ezra had returned with a remnant of Jews to Jerusalem & succeeded in building a rather poor replacement for Solomon's temple, but the city and its walls still lay in ruins.
- Artaxerxes, a son of Xerxes, was sympathetic to the plight of the Jews; no doubt because he was a stepson of Esther the Jewess Queen.
- When Nehemiah heard of the sad situation in his homeland, he wept over the deeds and needs of his people.
- After a 4 month prayer period he pleads with the king to "send me unto Judah…to build it".  2:5
     I. The Construction Of The Wall:  1-7

- Artaxerxes gave permission and sent him with 2 letters: one pass​port permission for Persian Officials; the other to 
 
Asaph, Manager of the King's forest, for the necessary timber for construction.

- Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem and makes a secret midnight reconnais​sance ride around the fallen walls.  The next 
morning he assembles Judah's leaders and shares with them his burden and plan for rebuilding.
NOTE:  The rebuilding of the walls of the Holy City was necessary for 2 reasons: 

1. For protection - to keep Israel's enemies out.  

2. For separation - to keep Israel cut off from worldly influence.

· The gates in the walls in Nehemiah 3 are instructive of the Christian life:
31
     v. 1
    1. The Sheep Gate:  Speaks of the sacrifice of the cross.  Jn. 10: 11 


     v. 3
    2. The Fish Gate:  Speaks of soul-winning.  Mt. 4:19 

     v. 6
    3. The Old Gate:  Speaks of our old nature.  Rom. 6:1-23 


     v. 13
    4. The Valley Gate:  Speaks of suffering and testing.  II Cor. 1:3-5 


     v. 14
    5. The Dung Gate:  Speaks of the works of the flesh.  Gal. 5:16-21 


     v. 15
    6. The Foundation Gate:  Speaks of Holy Spirit filling.  Jn. 7:37-39 


     v. 26     7. The Water Gate:  Speaks of Word of God.  Jn. 4:10-14 


     v. 28
    8. The Horse Gate:  Speaks of the believer's warfare.  Eph. 6:10-17 


     v. 29
    9. The Eastern Gate:  Speaks of Christ's return.  Ez. 43:1, 2 


     v. 31    10. The Miphkad Gate:  Speaks of Judgment Seat of Christ (The Gate of Judgment)  

                    (I Cor. 3:9-15; II Cor. 5:10)


- When the saints say "arise & build" the enemy says "arise & oppose".

     1. Opposition by ridicule:  2:9 & 4:1-3

     2. Wrath:  4:1, 6-9

     3. Discouragement:  4:10

     4. Fear:  4:11-23
  
     5. Internal Strife:  5:1-5

     6. Laziness:  4:10

     7. Satanic Subtlety:  6:1-8  (compromise 6:7)  (Lying Prophets  6:10-14)

- There is no winning without working and warring.

- They finished the wall in 52 days!!  6:15-19
    II. Consecration of the Workers:  8-10

- Revival through the word.  8:1, 18

- Repentance of the people:  9:1-3

- Reconsecration of the Covenant-Signers:  10:1-29 (9:38)

- Denunciation of ungodly alliances:  9:1, 2; 10:30

- Denunciation of untithed possessions:  10:32-39

- Denunciation of unlawful Sabbath-work:  10:31

- Denunciation of unequal marriages:  13:23, 24

- Denunciation of unauthorized use of the temple:  13:1-9
   III. Consolidation Of The Work:  11-13

- Repopulation of the city:  11

- Rededication of the walls:  12

- Reordering of the house of God:  13
NOTE:  His zeal knew no bounds.  Upon his return to Jerusalem, after a short absence, the people again began to compromise.  (v. 8; 17-21; 23-25; 28 (!)  Nehemiah couldn't stand it and acted accordingly.
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ESTHER
Book Number:  17 
Author:  ? (Ezra ?)
Chapters:  10 




Verses: 167                     



Words: 5,637 
Key Word(s):  Providence 
Key Verse(s):  4:13, 14
NOTE:   "Providence" is that continuous agency of God by which He makes all events of the physical and moral world fulfill the original design for which He created it.
"Providence" is the hand of God in the glove of history. 
"Providence" comes from the Latin "provideo" (pro-video) to see a thing beforehand - foresight.  Activity is also involved, thus it is "activity arising from foresight".  Divine foreknowledge + divine activity = Providence.

  In Esther neither God's Name nor a "miracle" as such are mentioned.  However, a Sovereign Deity so manipulated non-miraculous events as to bring about a predetermined outcome without the need for using "miracles"! Providence then deals with prevision and provision
NOTE:  Though God's Name is not used in Esther (because Esther deals with those "worldly" Jews who refused the opportunity to return with the remnant to the land to rebuild the temple and holy city?) yet the name "Jehovah" is secretly hidden in acrostic form four times in the book.  ("JHVH" appears in several MSS in larger letters for emphasis.  There are no other acrostics in the book!  So these are obviously intentional.)  (2 forwards and 2 backwards acrostics!)
Key Subject(s):  The threat of extinction of God's people and God's providential protection.
Key Personalities:  Ahasuerus, Vashti, Esther, Haman, Mordecai
People Addressed:  The stubborn, worldly, non-returning Jews of the captivity.
Problems Addressed:  Will God care for His rebellious people willingly under foreign rule?
Outline of the Book:
"The Real Power Behind The Throne" 

or 

"Providential Preservation"
     

I. Crisis Anticipated:  1-5 




II. Crisis Averted:  6-10
or
     

I. Jews in Danger:  1-5 




II. Jews Delivered:  6-10
         

     Vashti Dethroned: 1 




     Mordecai Honored: 6
         

     Esther Enthroned: 2 




     Haman Executed: 7
         

     Haman Plotting: 3 




     Jews Avenged: 8
        

     Mordecai Pleading: 4 




     Purim Instituted: 9
        

     Esther Helping: 5 




     Mordecai Elevated: 10
Christological Typology:  Christ as our deliverer
Applications & Comments:  

- The events in Esther take place between Chs. 6 & 7 or Ezra, between the work of Zerubbabel and Ezra (about 60 years)
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- Esther was queen for 13 years and the events in the book pro-date her reign and cover about 12 years.
- Perhaps it was the events in Esther, God's preservation of His people from the murderous Haman and his "final solution of the Jewish problem" by Esther and Mordecai, which prompted the 2nd expedition of Jews returning to the land.
- Esther illustrates that God's people may lose sight of God, but God never loses sight of His people.
- The events in Esther revolve around 5 key characters:

1. Ahasuerus (Xerxes) the King:  King of Persia and the extensive Persian Empire.  Called "The King of Kings"!  

In Ch. 1 Xerxes throws a 180-day party attended by thousands of Kingdom officials, from 127 provinces from India 
to Ethiopia (1:1-4), probably to raise the morale of his people and to prepare them for his planned expedi​tion against 
Greece.  Vashti’s modesty at this feast and her refusal to cheaply display herself in front of the delegates and guests 
at a drunken orgy infuriated the King and got her dethroned.

He regretted his action and started a four year search throughout the vast Persian Empire for a new queen.  The 
search for "Miss Persia of 520 B.C." was on.  He chose his bride ~ Esther!
NOTE:  The Persian Jews of Esther's day typify carnal, worldly believers.  They refused the opportunity to sever ties with the world and most Jews did not return to the land.

During the 4-year period searching for a queen, Xerxes was defeated (as his father, Darius the Great, before him at 
Marathon) at Salamis, after burning Athens to the ground.
NOTE:  He started out with over 100,000 men and hundreds of ships.  400 ships were lost in a severe spring storm.  His army was stopped at a mountain pass called Thermoplae by Leomdus and 300 brave spartans for 24 hours with heavy losses, while the Greek army retreated to safety.  The citizens of Athens had escaped to Salamis and Xerxes, outnumbering his enemies 3 to 1 set sail after them. But the smaller & swifter boats rammed his vessels and his Navy went under literally.
To compensate for his defeat by the Greeks he throws another "bash" and selects Esther the Jewess as his queen.  (Mordecai had advised her not to reveal her nationality.)

2.  Esther:  A type of the church

    a. In her Jewish ancestry (her parents were dead) so with the church. Her roots are in Jewry, but the Mosaic 
 
        economy is dead, Judaism is dead, etc.

    b. In her womanly beauty.  The church's beauty comes from Christ's righteousness.  We will be presented to Him 
 
        as His perfect Bride "not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing". (Eph. 5:27)

    c. In her exaltation.  Esther married one known as "The King of Kings".

    d. In her intercession.  It was against the "law" for Esther to enter the King's presence unbidden.  The law 
 
        excluded her but the King's grace accepted her, wearing the royal apparel he had given her!  (5:1) It was 
 
        through her intercession the Jews were delivered from their enemies.  (cf. Rev. 5:3)

3. Haman:  Type of the ''man of sin"

    a. His name:  Esther brands him as "Haman the Wicked".  The numerical value of the Hebrew letters in this title is 
 
        666! (cf. Rev. 13:18)

    b. His power:  Every knee was to bow before him.

    c. His pride:  cf. 5:11, 13; 6:7-9 like that of the "man of sin" who "'opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
 
        called God". II Thes. 2:4

    d. His hate:  Four times he is called "'the enemy of the Jews". He foreshadows the future supreme Jew hater!

    e. His plot:  Anixihilation of the Jewish race.

    f. His doom:  His power is great but short-lived.  Haman and his ten (!) sons hang with him.  The final form of 
 
       gentile government is that of 10 Kings who reign with the man of sin for "one hour" and then perish with him.

4. Mordecai:  Type of the faithful Jewish remnant in the tribulation.

    a. In his refusal to bow to Haman: 3:4


    b. In his sorrow: 4:1, 2

    c. In his deliverance: Ch. 10
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The Rise of Esther

CHAPTERS 1-2

The rejection King Ahasuerus divorces

of Vashti: his wife Vashti

The selection Esther is the winner of a beauty

of Esther: contest and becomes his new
queen.

The detection He overhears and reports a plot

of Mordecai: to assassinaie the king.

The Lies of Haman
CHAPTERS 3-5

Infernal Haman is appointed prime minister

servitude: and instigates a plot to kill all the
Jews.

Intestinal Upon hearing of this wicked plot,

fortitude: both Mordecai and Esther display

greal courage and wisdom.

® As seen by Mordecai's advice lo
Esther.

® As seen by Esther's appearance
before the king

The Prize of Faith

CHAPTERS 6-10

The execution of a “beast’—Haman

@ Scene one: The king’s bedroom. He learns of Mordecai's
loyally.

e Scene two: The king's banquet hall. He learns of

Haman's treachery.
The institution of a feast—Purim





JOB

Book Number:  18
Author:  Moses ?  Job ?  Elihu ?
Chapters:  42 




Verses:  1070                  



Words:  10,102
Key Word(s):  Suffering
Key Verse(s):  1:8-12
Key Subject(s): Blessing through suffering
Key Personalities:  Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, Elihu, Satan, God
People Addressed:  All God's people of every age
NOTE:  There is universality about the Book of Job, the problem of pain and suffer​ing, the arguments presented and the unanswered questions.  The date and author of the book are unknown, as well as the exact location.  This adds to its mystery and universality. Many comments, by believers and unbelievers, about the book attest to the interest it provokes and the issues it addresses. It is perhaps the oldest book in existence.
Problems Addressed:  Why do the righteous suffer?  (Only one answer is given in the book and it does not satisfactorily explain the reasons, it simply states the facts.)
Outline of the Book;
"The Problem of Pain"
     I. The Prologue:  1, 2

    II. The Dialogue:  3-42:6

   III. The Epilogue:  42:7-17

Christological Typology:  Christ as our daysman  (9:33 w/ 33:6)
Applications & Comments:
- Victor Hugo said:  "The Book of Job is perhaps the greatest masterpiece of the human mind.
- Philip Schaff:  "It rises like a pyramid in the history of literature, without a predecessor and without a rival."
- Thomas Carlyle:  "Call this book...one of the grandest things ever written. There is nothing written, I think, of equal literary merit."
- Alfred, Lord Tennyson:  "(Job is) the greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature.
- Job is the first of the 5 poetical books or "wisdom literature". We have finished the 17 historical books. The 17 books deal with history (primarily of Israel as a nation) and the 5 poetical books deal with experience of indi​viduals.  In this group (called the Kethubhim or writings) are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.
- Hebrew poetry differs from English poetry, rhyme or parallelism of sound or rhythm - parallelism of time to a 3-fold parallelism of ideas.

1. There is completive parallelism: The 2nd statement agrees with the first. Cf. Ps. 92:12; 46:1; 19:7, etc.  (Triple 
   
    parallelism:  Ps. 1:1)

2. There is contrastive parallelism: The 2nd statement contrast with the first.  Cf.  Prov. 3:5; 27:6; 30:5; 14:11; Ps. 
 
    32:10, etc.


3. There is constructive parallelism:  one complete idea expressed in successive parallels. Cf. Prov. 30:17; Ps. 20:7, 8  
    (introverted para​llelism:  Ps. 135:15-18)
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- The fact that this section of the Bible is written in the form of poetry does not lessen its accuracy, inspiration or historicity.  The conversations recorded in Job may not be quotations but rather the substance of the arguments rephrased into a poetical construction.  The prologue and epilogue of the Book of Job is prose; the dialogue is poetry.
- In a general sense the purpose of the Book of Job is "to justify the ways of Go to man" by correcting certain misconceptions which arise from man's imperfect knowledge.
- More specifically the purpose of the Book of Job is to reveal that there is a benevolent, divine purpose running through the suffering of God's children, even though undiscoverable or inexplicable to us.
- The purpose of Job's suffering was not meant for him to know; if he had known there would have been no place for faith.  "The Scriptures are as wise in their reservations as in their revelations.  Enough is revealed to make faith intelligent." Enough is concealed to give faith room for development.
- The solution to the problem of suffering by God's people is not a final one or all-inclusive one in Job - it is an interim solution in which the Godly heart can rest until "we understand it better bye and bye".
- Several revelations are disclosed in Job we find nowhere else:


1. Satan is accountable to God:  The point in the prologue is not that Satan has the privilege of access to God, but 
  
    that he is compelled to appear before him to give an account.  (1:6, 7)

2. Satan's thoughts are open to God:  God obviously knew what Satan was thinking regarding Job.  His questions are 
    not asked because He did not know, but to elicit a confession from Satan.  (1:8)

3. Satan is behind the evils that curse the earth:  Cf. 1:7 Satan's special sphere of malevolent activity is on planet 
 
    earth.

4. Satan is neither omnipresent nor omniscient:  He is localized.  He is swift, intelligent and has a demonic host to 
 
    serve him. We dare not underrate him, but we should not overrate him either.

5. Satan can do nothing apart from divine permission:  Cf. 1:11

6. Satan has definite, divine limitations:  Cf. 1:11

7. Satan is under divine scrutiny and surveillance:  1:12
- The "friends" of Job may have been "miserable comforters", "forgers of lies" and "physicians of no value" but they at least:


1. Came to see Job when he was in trouble.

2. Were wise enough to sit with the suffering Job in silence for 7 days.

3. When they did speak they spoke to Job not to others about Job.
- The Bible deals with the people, priests, princes, prophets, poets and philos​ophers.  Job's friends are philosophers.  A "philosopher" is one who loves wisdom.  All systems of philosophy begin, with a question.
Hebrew philosophy began with an affirmation.  It began not with "is there a God?", but with "God is!" So with Job's friends.  But like all philosophers there is too little authoritative information and too much speculation in their arguments.
- Eliphaz spoke with the voice of experience.  (4:12-16) Apologist
- Bildad spoke with the voice of tradition.  (8:8-10) Lecturer
- Zophar spoke with the voice of assumption (dogmatism):  (20:4 ,5) Bigot
NOTE:  All 3 men have points of similarity:

1. Calamity is always the direct outcome of sin and that material prosperity or poverty reveals divine favor or 
 
    disapproval.

2. They are so pious that they view resistance to their views as opposition to God.

3. They all want to prove that goodness and wickedness are all rewarded and punished in this life and all silent 
 
    concerning future accountability.


4. They all fail to answer Job's objections to their lectures.
- Elihu spoke with the voice of sincerity (sympathy):  33:6 (Counselor) The others wished to be judges; Elihu would be a brother.
- Elihu sees Job's sufferings as educational; not only punitive but corrective; not only penal but moral; it is not only the Judge's rod, it is the shepherd's goad.
- The others viewed Job as a hypocrite, harping on some past sin.  Elihu is concerned with Job's wrong attitude in the present.  Elihu appeals for a teach​able humility, submissive patience and greater faith in God's goodness.  He charges Job, not with suffering because of sinning; but with sinning because of suffering!
- God places things in proper perspective by exposing Job's ignorance concerning God's natural government and thus his greater ignorance of God's moral government!
- God reveals His purpose to be that Job should have rested in God Himself, not in explanations.
- The five major mistakes recorded for us in Job are:

1. Satan's mistake in thinking Job served God for what he had.

2. Job's wife's mistake was in thinking less of the visible was everything.

3. Job's friends mistake was in thinking Job's suffering was due to his sin.

4. Elihu's mistake was in thinking he was right and the others wrong.

5. Job's mistake was in thinking God was unkind.
- Job was subjected to 5 fiery trials; five painful debates and finally receive a tenfold blessing from God:

1. Allowed to see God's glory.

2. Sees himself as God sees him.

3. Vindicated before his critics.

4. Discovers the joy of praying for others.

5. Health restored.

6. Comforted by his brothers and sister.

7. Given double his former wealth.

8. Given 7 more sons and 3 more daughters.

9. Lives to enjoy his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
           10. Given an additional 140 years (twice man's lifespan).
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PSALMS
Book Number:  19 
Author:  David, Asaph & Others
NOTE:  "Psalm" = A poem written to be sung with a stringed instrument.  The Psalms are lyrical (from: lyre) poetry or poetry set to music.  "To the Chief Musician" is the superscription or preface to 57 psalms and means that they were to be used in public worship services.
Chapters:  150 




Verses:  2,461                  



Words: 43,743
NOTE:  The Psalms have the most number of chapters, verses and words in the Bible. However, it is more than just a single "Book" of the Bible.  It is a collection of "Books" or "The Hymnbook of Israel".
Key Word(s):  Worship, Praise
Key Verses:  Ps. 103:1; 99:9; Ps. 146-150 (vs. 1)
Key Subjects:  Praise, penitence, patriotism, prophecy, petition
Key Personalities:  David, Asaph, The Sons of Koran, Others (Jeremiah, Solomon, Moses, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra, etc.)
People Addressed: God primarily with applications to all believers.
Problems Addressed: The Psalmists deal with every problem man may face with an absolute consciousness of God.
Outline of the Book:
"Israel's Hymn Book" 

"A Poetic Pentateuch"
     I. Man (Genesis):  1-41
    II. Deliverance (Exodus):  42-72
   III. Sanctuary (Leviticus):  73-89
   IV. Wandering (Numbers):  90-106
    V. God's Word (Deuteronomy):  107-150
NOTE:  Each book or section closes with a doxology and the last Psalm is a doxology.

Christological Typology: Christ as the coming Messiah
Applications & Comments:
- Like Job, Psalms is written for the redeemed. These are songs for the saints, not lyrics for the lost!
- The Psalms are experiential and they honestly reflect the emotions of each writer and the plight or joys of the nation. Whether the psalmist is doubt​ing, shouting or pouting, he is perfectly honest as to how he feels.  But whether the chord is major or minor each song is written with the singer totally conscious of God.
- The word "Selah" occurs 70 times in the book and seems to be a musical rest. Most take it to mean pause and reflect or meditate. Some say it signaled the beginning of a fresh outburst of vigor in singing.
- There are several classes of Psalms:


1. Devotional:  (75 ?)

    These Psalms contain many promises and are some of the most popular. They include sobbing, singing and 
 
    shouting. They review the past and preview the future. The classic is the shepherd's psalm (23).  (Psalm 23 may 
 
    also be classified as a Messianic Psalm)

    These are the broad general psalms applicable equally to Israel and to us. The dispensational distinctions, if 
 
    present, are downplayed.
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2. Pentitential:  (7)  6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143

    David wrote 5 of these 7 psalms.  (Psalm 32 was written before Ps. 51 prior to the confession of David's sin with 
 
    Bathsheba, when the awful burden of guilt was still on him.)  In Ps. 51 David does what God expects of everyone 
 
    of His children - own up to his sin.  The Father will accept our tears but not our excuses.  David doesn't blame his 
 
    sin on society, environment, heredity, poverty or others. He accepts the blame.

3. Imprecatory:  (9)  35, 55, 58, 59, 69, 83, 109, 137, 140

    The imprecate is to pray against or to invoke evil upon someone or something. The imprecations stand out "like 
   
    jagged thorns in a chain of roses".  In these psalms the writer asks God to destroy his enemies, put them to flight 
 
    or confusion, scatter them, send them to hell, persecute them, etc. Question:  Is this consistent with N.T. teaching 
    to "bless them that curse you", etc.?

    1. These psalms are inspired and the Holy Spirit has a right to denounce sin and sinners.

    2. David was the King of a theocratic government and ruled in God's stead. His enemies were God's enemies.  The 
        imprecations are not against men as men but as evil doers.

    3. There is a difference between forgiveness and condoning sin. When for​giveness and grace are taken advantage 
        of and no repentance is evident, continued forgiveness degenerates into condoning sin.

    4. There is no vengeful spirit but moral outrage against those who persist in evil and despicable acts.

    5. Many of the imprecations are uttered out of sympathy for the injured and oppressed.

    6. Some deal with future fulfillment of prophecy.  (131:8, 9)

4. Degree:  (15)  120, 121, 123, 125-126, 128-130,  32, 134

    (Hezekiah-10); 127 (Solomon-1); 122, 124, 131, 133 (David-4) Some believe Hezekiah wrote 10 of these psalms 
 
    to praise God for the 10 degrees on the sundial; the shadow went back and added 5 appropriate hitherto 
 
    unpublished psalms by David and Solomon to bring the total to 15 for the years added to his life.

5. Acrostic or Alphabetical:  (9)  9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145

    Each line begins with a successive letter from the Hebrew alphabet.  Ps. 119 is the most famous.  It has 22 
  
    stanzas.  Each stanza has 8 verses for a total of 176.  Each stanza begins with one of the 22 Hebrew letters.

6. Hallelujah:  (6)  113-118

    Sung on the night of the Passover; 113 & 114 at the beginning; 115 & 116 at the close of the meal. Sung by 
 
    Christ and the disciples in Mt. 26:30. Recited or sung 21 times/year by Jews today.

7. Historical:  (3)  78, 105, 106 Depict the history of Israel.

8. Messianic:  (17)

    Deal with the Messiah (Christ) as to his 1st advent (life & ministry) and the 2nd Advent (His kingdom).

- Most of the Psalms cluster around 3 periods in Israel's history:

     1. David's Reign       
     2. Hezekiah's Reign       
     3. Captivity & Return
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PROVERBS
Book Number:  20

Author:  Solomon (Agur, Lemuel)

NOTE:  The word "Proverbs" is from "Pro" = For & "Verba" = Words or instead of many words.  It signifies a short, pithy saying or terse maxim. The Hebrew word "Mashal" comes from a root "to reign, rule or govern".  A proverb is a precept or saying to help a person rule or govern his life

Chapters:  31 



Verses:  915                   



Words:  15,043
NOTE:  Solomon is credited with 1,005 songs and 3,000 proverbs of which this book is thought to be the "cream". He is credited with the authorship of 3 of the books of the Bible: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.

Key Word(s):  Wisdom

Key Verse(s):  1:3, 4; 3:13

Key Subject(s):  Wisdom, discipline, business, marriage, morality, friendship, the tongue.

Key Personalities:  Solomon, Mrs. "far above rubies", the wise man or woman. 
People Addressed:  Solomon's son (presumably Rehoboam); All youth; All men.

Problems Addressed:  To impart Godly wisdom, knowledge, and instruction in the practical areas of daily living.

Outline of the Book:
"Wonderful Words of Wisdom"
Introduction:  1:1-6

     I. Attainment of True Wisdom:  1:7-9:18 
    II. Accent on Practical Morality:  10-22 
   III. Applications of Personal Wisdom:  23-24 
   IV. Admonitions on Ethics & Economics:  25-29 
    V. Addendum by Agur & Lemuel:  30:31

A. Confessions of a brutish man:  30 (Agur)


B. Character of a righteous woman:  31 (Bathsheba)

Christological Typology:  Christ as wisdom personified (especially chapter 8)

Applications & Comments:
- Proverbs has been called "the best guide book to success a young man could follow"; "the psychology book of the ages"; "the divine philosophy of life", etc.

- Proverbs is distinct from all other Bible books.  It is not history, poetry, prophecy, law, ritual, story, nor dogma.  It even differs from the other "wisdom literature":  Job & Ecclesiastes.  It defies categorization.  It is a practical life-book.

- The proverbs are meant to be to our practical life what the psalms are to devotional life.
- In the Proverbs we have counsel from above for conduct here below.

- These are the inspired words of the wise on the ways of the world.

- Psalms and Proverbs together deal with the greatest commandment: Love to God (Psalms) and love to neighbor (Proverbs).

- The Proverb is meant to be an aid to understanding and memory.

- "The genius of the proverb lies in its shrewd concentration of a truth or of some sagacious counsel in terse or striking form."  
- Baxter

- A proverb does not argue - it assumes.  Its purpose is not to explain but pointedly express a matter.

- Wilmington says:  "A proverb is a short sentence drawn from long experience."
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- The form of the Proverbs is 3-fold:


1. Contrastive - "but"  (cf. 17:22; 18:23; 28:1; 29:2; 27:6, etc.)

2. Completive - "so", "and"  (cf. 27:17; 18:22; 25:9, 10, etc.)

3. Comparative - "than"  (cf. 16:8; 16:16; 16:19  etc.) 
- Imagery, analogy and practical philosophy is the heartbeat of the Proverbs: 
Examples:  Grim Humor:  "A fair woman without discretion" is like "a jewel of gold in a swine's snout"!


    Sympathy:  The tongue of a nagging woman is likened to "a continual dropping on a rainy day".


    Truth:  An offended brother is harder to win than a strong city.


    Misc.:  The talebearer separating friends; the boaster compared to wind & clouds without rain; the vagabond like 
  
        a restless bird, etc.

· The Proverbs are to be read not as narrative chapters (like the historical books), not in one sitting (as with Job), or complete poems (like the Psalms), or progressive arguments (as Ecclesiastes), but lingeringly, ponderingly and with an attempt to memorize the truths.
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PROVERBS— Prudence In Life

In the 915 verses of Proverbs are many
extremely practical precepts for a prudent
and profitable life. They are almost equally
apportioned between prohibitions and
exhortations. Prudence is a synonym for
wisdom, meaning skill in living life as the
Creator designed it. Success in living can
be found packaged in the distilled cap-
sules of Proverbs.
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ECCLESIASTES

("Preacher")

Book Number:  21

Author:  Solomon

NOTE:  4 reasons are advanced for Solomonic authorship of the book:

     1.  The indirect claim of the book itself.  (1:1, 1:12)

     2.  The general opinion of Jews & Christians from earliest times.

     3.  The fitness of Solomon to write it.

     4.  The lack of agreement among critics as to any other author.
Chapters:  12 



Verses:  222                    



Words:  5,584

Key Word(s): "Vanity & Vanities" (34 x's), "Under the sun" (31 x's)

Key Verse(s):  1:2 & 2:11

Key Subject(s):  Human wisdom, pleasure, alcohol, architecture, wealth, fame, music, literature, science, sex, power - 
"All is vanity"

Kay Personalities:  Solomon, men in general

People Addressed:  All men, especially youth

Problems Addressed:  To show the futility of man's existence apart from God.

Outline of the Book:
"The Quest for the Best"
     I. The Quest by Personal Experiment:  Ch. 1, 2

    II. The Quest by General Observation:  Ch. 3-5

   III. The Quest by Practical Morality:  Ch. 6-8

   IV. The Quest Reviewed & Concluded:  Ch. 9-12

Christological Typology:  Christ as the answer to life's dilemmas

Applications & Comments:
- The book of Ecclesiastes is a sermon set forth by Solomon as "the preacher".

- He sets forth his premise that "under the sun" "all is vanity and vexation of spirit".

- His premise is that wisdom, wealth and all those things you can obtain are ultimately worthless; that "under the sun" everything is futile and frustrat​ing; and that observation and study of the natural laws and morality lead to hopelessness.

ILLUS:  A Cook County sewer employee philosophized:  "I digga da ditch to getta da money to buya da food to getta da strength to digga da ditch".

- All in the sermon seems pessimistic, sarcastic and fatalistic unless the whole sermon is read carefully.

* If verses are removed from their context or viewed apart from the conclusion this is the way the book will be perceived.

* The preacher states his case forcefully and concludes that life "under the sun" provides no answers and no satisfaction.

* The preacher's premise deals with the best that man can produce apart from God.

- The conclusion of the book is clearly stated in Chapter 12:13, 14.

* Ecclesiastes teaches that in spite of the disillusionments and doubts of life, the inequities and injustices, the secret to real 
peace and eternal blessing is to fear and obey God in this life.
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* Ecclesiastes also teaches a sensible resignation to the established order and laws of nature; fretting and fighting is senseless.

- Ecclesiastes, instead of being a pessimistic view of life, sets forth the cause and cure of pessimism.

* The natural man views life selfishly instead of socially; he lives to get instead of to give. Solomon's conclusion is that the more one lives for self, the less do earthly things satisfy.  (2:1-11)

* The natural man sees life apart from God, not controlled by God.  (2:22, 23) Solomon concludes that if life is in man's hands it is futile.

* The natural man sees human life bounded by the grave rather than by eternity (cf. 3:19, 20 with 3:11-17).

- Ecclesiastes proves that, in his inmost depths, man has a longing for things eternal which nothing earthly or temporal can satisfy. Ecclesiastes, in this sense, is the expression of mankind's cry for a Savior.

* With Christ's coming the "vanity" of life was dispelled; the cry was answered!

* It was no longer "vanity" but "joy", "peace", and "gladness".

* Jesus, the preacher, never used the word "vanity", but spoke much of "peace" and "joy".

- David, Solomon's father, in his long and hard struggle to build the kingdom, penned many of the Psalms and forever shouted rejoice, shout for joy, sing, praise God. Solomon, sitting in peaceful security on David's throne, surrounded by fabled luxury, riches, fame and honor, concludes in Ecclesiastes "all is vanity" "under the sun".
- The truth of the matter is when man only sees things "under the sun" "all is vanity and vexation of spirit". He must look "over the sun" or "beyond the sun" to heaven, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
- The purpose of the book is to demonstrate to the natural man the complete "vanity" (emptiness) of that which is "under the sun" and focus his thoughts to that which is above the sun; God's revelation and salvation. Because of the viewpoint and theme of the writer the inspiration of Ecclesiastes and its inclusion in the Canon of Scripture has been questioned. But inspira​tion has to do with the accuracy of the record, not its content1
The Ten "Vanities" of Ecclesiastes
The "Vanity" of:

Human Wisdom:  2:15, 16 


Wise & foolish have one death

Human Labor:  2:19-21 


Worker & shirker are the same

Human Purpose:  2:26


Man proposes - God disposes

Human Rivalry:  4:4 


Success brings envy

Human Avarice:  4:7 


"Much" lusts for "more"

Human Fame:  4:16 


Brief, uncertain, soon forgotten

Human Insatiaty:  5:10 


Money doesn't satisfy

Human Coveting:  6:9 


Gain often not enjoyed

Human Frivolity:  7:6 


Camouflages sadness

Human Awards:  8:10,14 


Good and bad get wrong deserts
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SONG OF SOLOMON

("Song of Songs" indicating it was the most unique of the 1005 songs composed by Solomon.  

"Canticles" is the Latin name.)
Book Number:  22
Author:  Solomon (1:1)
Chapters:  8 




Verses:  117                   



Words:  2,661
Key Word(s):  "Beloved" (32 x's)
Key Verse(s):  6:3
Key Subject(s):  Marital Love
Key Personalities:  Solomon, Shulamite Girl, Daughters of Jerusalem
People Addressed:  Israel, the Church
Problems Addressed:  Will the bridegroom return for His bride?
Outline of the Book:
"The Shulamite Cinderella"
     I.  The Shulamite Cinderella:  1 
    II.  The Shepherd Stranger:  2-5 

A. Discouraging Departure 

B.  Listless Lover 
   III.  The Mighty Monarch:  6-8 

A.  Royal Return 

B.  Lasting Love
Christological Typology: Christ seen as the altogether lovely One.
Applications & Comments:
- Because the word "God" does not appear in the Song of Solomon and because it is not quoted in the New Testament and because of the graphic language between the lovers, questions have been raised as to its inclusion in the inspired Canon.
- It was always recognized as canonical by the Jews and accepted by the early church, never questioned by Christ, his disciples or even the scribes and Pharisees of Christ's day and properly understood and interpreted in the light of the rest of Scripture, it is clearly inspired literature.
- 3 Theories of interpretation have been suggested:

1. Naturalistic:  Song of Solomon is simply a collection of erotic songs, possibly to describe ideal human love.

    (Note:  None of the books of Scripture are included in the Canon simply as a piece of literature on the grounds of 
  
    literary merit.)

2. Allegorical:  Ignores the historicity of the people and places and inter​prets everything as symbolic and mystical.

    (Note:  Any mystical interpretation of Scripture without contextual support opens the door to wild and fanciful 
 
    extremes: e.g., the hair on the bride's head represents the many nations converted to Christianity!)

3. Typical:  The story is historical but has spiritual significance.  The marriage metaphor is widely used in Scripture.  
 
    Israel is the wife of Jehovah and the church is called the Bride of Christ. (Note:  This view avoids the extremes of 
 
    the other two while using the Scripture as a guide to sensible interpretation.)
- Someone has suggested that the 45th Psalm is the Scriptural key to the inter​pretation of the Song of Solomon.  It is called "A Song of Loves" and is a royal marriage hymn and refers to Solomon.  The primary reference is to Solomon, but Heb. 1:7, 8 settles conclusively that the ultimate reference is to Christ.  (Solomon is a type of Christ in his wisdom, riches and fame and here also in his marriage union.)
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- The 3-fold purpose of the Song of Solomon is:


1. To honor marriage and set forth the joys of wedded love.

2. To show the Lord's love for Israel, especially the Godly remnant, the wife of Jehovah.

3. To picture Christ's love for His bride, the church.
- The beautiful love story unfolds in 3 major stages:

1. We are introduced to the Shulamite Cinderella in a vineyard in the hill country of Ephraim about 50 miles north of 
 
    Jerusalem.  The family is a farm family consisting of a mother, 2 sons and 2 daughters.  The oldest daughter is 
 
    made to work hard in the vineyards without much time for per​sonal grooming, but she has unrecognized beauty.

2. One day a mysterious, handsome stranger comes to town disguised as a lowly shepherd and wins her heart.  He 
 
    is really the King.  He leaves her after assuring her of his love and promise to return.  She dreams of him and 
 
    longs for his return and begins a search for him. Would he ever return for her?

3. Finally the King comes back to claim her as his bride.  He calls for her and when she sees him, recognizes him as 
 
    the shepherd - her love. He invites her to come away with him and he promises to care of her little sister. They 
 
    ride off to the King's palace in Jerusalem accompanied by sixty swordsmen and experienced bodyguards.
- All of this portrays Christ who came first as a shepherd and went away, but will return as a King for His bride.
- The Song of Solomon is written by one who had abused the very beautiful story he wrote about with his wives and concubines. Someone has noted that the Song of Solomon speaks against the two major abuses of wedded love, asceticism or celibacy and lust.
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ISAIAH

Book Number:  23
Author:  Isaiah
Chapters:  66 




Verses:  1292 




Words:  37,044 
Key Word(s):  "Salvation" "Everlasting" (Isaiah means "Salvation of Jehovah")
Key Verse(s):  12:23; 1:18; 26:4,33:14; 35:10; 45:17; 54:8; 55:3; 60:19 (7 ever​lastings)
Key Subject(s):  God's Judgment, God's Savior
Key Personalities:  Isaiah, Uzziah, Hezekiah & The Messiah
People Addressed:  Judah (Southern Kingdom), All men
Problems Addressed:  The sins of Israel, Judah, Heathen Nations & all men and God's solution in a Savior.
Outline of the Book:
"Isaiah - A Man & A Message For All Seasons"
     I. Winter (Death): Israel, God's Faithless Servant:  1-35 
    II. Spring (Hope): Hezekiah, God's Frightened Servant:  36-39

1. Hezekiah & The King of Assyria (36, 37) (Sennacherib)

2. Hezekiah & The King of Heaven (38)  (The Lord)

3. Hezekiah & The King of Babylon (39)  (Baladan) 
   III. Summer (Promise): Christ, God's Faithful Servant: 40-57 
   IV. Fall (Harvest):  Israel, God's Future Servant:  58-66
Christological Typology: Christ seen as the suffering & glorified servant
Applications & Comments:

- The book of Isaiah is a mini-Bible of 66 chapters divided into 2 clearly delineated sections corresponding to our Old and New Testaments.  

Chapters 1 to 39 (O.T.) deals with the history and sin of Israel. 
Chapters 40 to 66 (N.T.) deals with the person and work of Christ. 
Chapters 1 to 39 deal with the condemnation of sin and scattering of the Jews. 
Chapters 40 to 66 deal with the consolation of the saints and the regathering of the Jews.
Chapters 1 to 39 speak of past suffering.

Chapters 40 to 66 speak of future glory.
Chapter 40 (corresponding to 1st book in N.T. - Matthew) opens with John the Baptist!
Chapter 66 (corresponding to last book in N.T. - Revelation) closes with New Heaven & New Earth!
- Isaiah is the first of the major prophets (5) and wrote under the stress and duress of impending doom. The N. Kingdom of Israel was approaching final destruc​tion and captivity. The S. Kingdom of Judah was spared for 130 years longer, because of the revivals under Hezekiah and Josiah which Isaiah and Jeremiah were responsible for.
- The division of "major" & "minor" prophets is not a Biblical designation, and does not imply relative importance. For the most part the major prophets are simply longer and perhaps wider in scope.
- The authorship of Isaiah is often disputed but nearly always only by those "higher" critics of the Bible who have a "lower" view of inspiration, especially regarding prophecy.  22 times in the N.T. we read of Isaiah ("Esaias") and his words. Portions of 47 out of the 66 chapters of Isaiah are quoted in the N.T.
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- In 1947 the famous "Dead Sea Scrolls" were discovered. The 1st scroll of Isaiah dates from the 2nd century B.C. It consisted of 17 sheets, 24 ft. in length and 10.2 inches high. Up to that time the earliest MSS in the standard Masoretic Hebrew Text were from 900 B.C. When compared they were found to be almost identical. Originally the Dead Sea Scrolls had been wrapped in linen, sealed in black wax and then placed in closed earthen jars. Preserved by God providentially and discovered by men 2,000 years later at a time when His Word was being questioned by the critics!
- Isaiah is called "The Messianic Prophet" or "The Evangelical Prophet" because he was 100% convinced that his nation would "bless all nations" through God's Savior and Israel’s Messiah. The N.T, says Isaiah, "saw the glory of Christ, and spoke of Him." Jn. 12:41
- Only the Psalms contain a larger number of Messianic predictions. Nearly every glory of our Lord and every aspect of His earthly ministry are set forth in the evangelical prophecy: His deity, eternity, preexistence, creatorship, omni​potence, omnipresence, omniscience, and incomparableness; His incarnation, lowliness, mild manner, obedience, message, miracles, and sufferings. Then beyond that great event His resurrection, ascension, exaltation, high-priestly ministry and future glory!
- Isaiah is considered to be one of the 6 greatest in the Bible: along with Genesis, Revelation, John, Psalms and Romans.
- Isaiah meets the 3-fold test of a prophet:

1. His predictions would never fail:  Deut. 18

2. His prophecies always agree with other teachings in the Word:  Deut. 13

3. His lifestyle must be true and pure:  Jer. 23:9-32
- Isaiah's prophesies can be catalogued as follows:
     I. Prophesies fulfilled during his own lifetime:  (e.g. Syria & Israel de​stroyed) 
    II. Prophecies fulfilled after his lifetime:  (e.g. Judah destroyed, Babylon overthrown)
   III. Prophecies yet to be fulfilled:  (e.g. Tribulation, Armageddon, Millennium, New Heaven & New Earth.)
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Isalah's Measianic Prophecies. This prophet looked down the eenturies and saw the coming
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JEREMIAH
Book Number:  24 
Author:  Jeremiah 
Chapters:  52 




Verses:  1,364                  



Words:  42,659
NOTE:  Jeremiah is the 2nd longest book in the Bible as to words and verses. (Isaiah has more chapters.)  It constitutes nearly 5% of all Scripture.  It is unique in that it combines history, prophecy and biography. Like Paul in the N.T. Jeremiah includes insight about himself, not boastfully, but in his identification with God on one side and the people on the other side. The man and his message are one. In the early part of the book he is so sympathetic to the people that he nearly sides with them against the threat​ened judgments of God as to severe. But as he faithfully proclaims God's message in vain and suffers mockery, beating, imprisonment, and physical pain, he sees the stubbornness and hardness of their hearts and gradually is forced to see God's side. He is finally driven by their cruel treatment and treachery to cry out God's punishment, not out of revenge, but out of a sense of outraged justice. He is rightly called "the weeping prophet".
Key Word(s):  "The Word of the Lord", "Weep" 
Key Verses: 1:4; 20:9; 9:1
Key Subject(s):  Prophecy against Judah, Against the nations (gentiles), regathering of people, rebuilding of land.
Key Personalities: Jeremiah, Josiah, Jehoiakim, Johoiachin, Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar, Missiah
People Addressed: Judah (Southern Kingdom), gentile nations, all men
Problems Addressed:  Sins of Judah and punishment, judgment of gentile nations, restoration of Nation of Israel.  30:15-22
Outline of the Book:
"Jeremiah - The Rejected, Weeping Prophet"
     I. Call and Commission:  1 
    II. Prophecies, General & Undated:  1-20 
   III. Prophecies, Particular & Dated:  21-34 
   IV. Prophecies After Fall of Jerusalem:  35-44 
    V. Prophecies Upon Gentile Nations: 45-51 
       Conclusion: Jerusalem Overthrown:  52
Christological Typology:  Christ as the Lord our righteousness (23:6)
Applications & Comments:

- The key to the message of Jeremiah is found in 30:15-22. This is a mini summary of Jeremiah's ministry.
- Jeremiah was a prophet, priest and patriot. cf. 1:1
- Jeremiah was a type of Christ:

- A man of sorrows

- Tender but strong

- Stern but unretaliating

- Disappointed, depreciated & disregarded

- Misunderstood, misrepresented & misused


- Prophesied of nations destruction & restoration

- Despised & rejected:
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     By Neighbors:  11:19-21

     By Family:  12:6

     By Priests & Prophets:  20:1, 2

     By Friends:  20:10

     By the People:  26:8
  
     By the King:  36:23
- In 40 years of ministry Jeremiah never once saw any grateful response. He stood alone, as God's spokesman, unheeded but bravely persistent.
NOTE:  God does not measure our service by man's yardstick of success. We must not gauge the business of God upon us by the degree of success we enjoy. We must be faithful even when we are not successful! cf. 5:30, 31
- A basic and fundamental law is set forth in Jeremiah:  All national deteriora​tion and disaster is due finally to the disregarding and disobeying of God and His Word.
- Jeremiah's message of doom and gloom put him at the bottom of popularity polls.  First, he prophesied of Judah's coming 70 year captivity (25:11), then he told them to cooperate with the conquerors (29:4-14), and after the captivity he told them to settle down and make the most of it (30 ff).  For these messages he was scorned, ridiculed, beaten, arrested, imprisoned, exiled and ignored. Even the message from God he put on a scroll was burned.  (36:20-23)
- Jeremiah dramatized his unpopularity with striking visuals:  A linen girdle, broken wine bottles, a potter’s wheel, wearing a yoke on his neck, purchasing property to express faith in his prophesy of a national restoration.
- Jeremiah was a contemporary of a brilliant constellation of prophets clustered around the destruction of Jerusalem:

1. Ezekiel - A fellow priest preaching to the captives already in Babylon.

2. Daniel - Of royal blood preaching in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar.

3. Nahum - Predicting the fall of Nineveh.

4. Obadiah - Predicting the ruin of Edom.

5. Habakkuk & Zephaniah - Helping Jeremiah in Jerusalem.
- Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, was exiled to, & probably died in Egypt, weeping for his people.
CONCL:  Oh, that we had the broken heart of Jeremiah for the hard-hearted and stiff necked people of our day. Oh, that we had the burden for the eternally lost that Jeremiah had for the temporarily displaced of Israel.
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. Wept over this captivity (4:19-21; 8:18, 21;

. Threatened 1o resign (20:
. Ordered to buy a field while in prison to prove a point

. Was freed by Nebuchadnezzar (40::
. Helped newly appointed governor Gedaliah (40:6)
. Advised Johanan when Gedaliah was killed (4:
. Was carried by force to Egypt by Johanan
. Continued to preach out against sin (43-44
. Probably died in Egypt

. Was the son of a priest (Jeremiah 1:1)
. Was commanded to remain unmarried (16:2)
. Protested his call by God at first, pleading youth as

an excuse (1:6)

. Was assured that God had already chosen him prior to

birth (1:5)

. Attempted to find one honest man in Jerusalem (5:1-5)
. Pleaded with Judah to return to God (3:12-14; 26:1-7)
. Fearlessly denounced Judah's sin and was

persecuted by:

e His family (12:6)

e Hometown people (11:21)

® Religious world (20:1-3; 26:7-9; 37:11-16)

. Listed Judah's many sins

 Their worship of the queen of heaven (7:18; 44:17)
Their sacrifice of their own children to devil gods
1;9:15) -

e Their murder of Judah's own prophets (2:30)

. Warned them about coming Babylonian cag(ivity

e Jerusalem to be surrounded (4:17; 6:3-5)

® Her own trees to be used against her (6:6)

e Temple to be destroyed (7:14)

e Corpses to feed animals (7: 9:22; 12:8, 9)

e Captivity for seventy years (7:15; 25:11 :!02)
1,2,10;

13:17; 14:17)

. Had his original manuscript burned by King

Jehoiakim (36:21-23)
-9, 14-18)

(32:6-15)

14)

Sas:m)

THE EIGHTEEN PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH

14.
15,

16
17

18

. Fallof Jerusalem (1:14-16; 4:

5:15-17; 6:1-6;

32:2,3;38:17, 18)

. Destruction of the Temple (7:11-15; 26:6-9)

. Death of deposed King Jehoahaz in Egypt (22:10-12)
. Unlamented death of King Jehoiakim (36:27-30)

. Cutting off of the royal line of King Jehoiachin

(22:24-30)
Death of two false prophets and punishment of
another—all three living in Babylon (29:20-32)

. Death of a false Jerusalem prophet (28:13-17)

Capture and exile of a friend named Seraiah (51:59)

. Failure of the Egyptian-Judean military alliance

against Babylon (37:5-10)
Defeat of Egypt by Babylon at Carchemish (46:1-12)

. Babylonian occupation of Egypt (43:9-13)
. Seventy-year captivity of Judah in Babylon

(25:11;29:10)

. Restoration to Jerusalem after the seventy years

(27:19-22; 30:3, 10, 11, 18-21; 31:9, 12, 38, 39;
33:3-9)

Defeat of Babylon after the seventy years (25:12;
27:7)

Capture of Zedekiah (21:3-7; 34:1-5; 37:17)
Kindly treatment of the godly exiles in Babylon
(24:1-7)

Final regathering of people of Israel (30:3, 10;
31:8-123

Final rebuilding of the land of Israel (30:18-21;
31:38, 39; 33:7-9)

JOSIAH Judah's last godly king

JEHOIAKIM Ungodly, Bible-burning king
JEHOIACHIN A ninety-day wonder judged by God
ZEDEKIAH Judah's final king
NEBUCHADNEZZAR Great Babylonian conqueror

Gedaliah Babylonian appointed governor of occupied city of
Jerusalem

JOHANAN Successor of Gedaliah who was assassinated

PEOPLE HE MINISTERED TO

1. To the majority in Judah about the coming captivity—a
warning 2. To the minority already captive in Babylon—an
encouragement (see chapter 29)

NATIONS HE PROPHESIED AGAINST

EGYPT 46:1-27
To be defeated by Nebuchadnezzar at battle of Carchemish

PHILISTIA 47:1-6
To be overrun and destroyed by the Egyptians

MOAB 48:1-47
To be conquered by Babylon
AMMON 49:1-6

To be deslrozed for sinning against Israel
To be reestablished during the millennium

EDOM 49:7-22
To become as Sodom and Gomorrah

DAMASCUS 49:23-27
To be destroyed in a single day

KEDAR AND HAZOR 49:28-35
To be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar

ELAM 49:34-39
To be overrun by Nebuchadnezzar
To be reestablished during the millennium

BABYLON 50:1—51:64
These prophecies concern two Babylons. (See next outline.)

THE TWO BABYLONS OF JEREMIAH 50-51
—— m—

Historical Babylon
Was caplured by Darius the Persian in 539 B.C.

Future Babylon

Will be destroyed by God the Father during the tribulatior
(Seeﬂsv.ﬂ:“ﬂ.) % ¥ g e

® After the final destruction of Babylon (Rev. 18) the city
will never be inhabited again (51:26).

® The ungodly nations would weep over the destruction of
both Babylons (Rev. 18; Jer. 50:46).

® The Israelites were to flee from both Babylons
(Rev. 18:4; Jer. 51:6).

© Both cities are depicted as golden cups filled with
iniquities from which the nations have drunk and
become mad (Rev.17:1-6; Jer. 51:7),

® All heaven rejoices over the destruction of both
(Jer. 51:10, 48; Rev. 18:20).

© After the destruction of both Babylons, Israel would seek
their God. This happened historically (Ezra 1) and it will
occur in the future (Zech, 13:9).




LAMENTATIONS

Book Number:  25
Author:  Jeremiah
Chapters:  5 




Verses:  154                    



Words:  3,415
NOTE:  In "Lamentations" Jeremiah mourns, or laments, the destruction of Jerusalem which he predicted in the Book of Jeremiah.  J. Vernon McGee describes Lamentations as "a paean of pain, a poem of pity, a proverb of pathes, a hymn of heartbreak, a psalm of sadness, a symphony of sorrow... it is the wailing wall of the Bible".
Key Word(s):  "Desolation"
Key Verse(s):  3:47
Key Subject(s):  A funeral dirge over the destruction and desolation of Jerusalem.
Key Personalities:  Jeremiah & Jehovah
People Addressed:  Judah (Southern Kingdom), All Israel, All men
Problems Addressed:  The godly sorrow of Jeremiah over Jerusalem's destruction.
Outline of the Book:
"Lamentation Over Desolation"
     I. The Plight of Jerusalem:  1 (22 vss.)
    II. The Punishment of Jehovah:  2 (22 vss.)
   III. The Pleas of Jeremiah:  3 (66 vss.)  - 3 x 22 = 66
   IV. The Picture of Jerusalem:  4 (22 vss.)
    V. The Prayer to Jehovah:  5 (22 vss.)
Christological Typology: Christ seen as the Man of Sorrows
Applications & Comments:
- Lamentations consists of 5 poems written in the manner of funeral dirges or hymns. These are arranged in acrostic form with 22 verses in each poem corresponding to the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  (Chapter 3 has 66 verses - 3 x 22 - and the 22 verses are arranged in triplet form with 3 verses to each letter)
- Lamentations is written by Jeremiah from the standpoint of an eyewitness to the destruction and desolation of the Holy City and the temple with their glory and greatness still fresh in his mind.
- What Jeremiah had predicted, Nebuchadnezzar had completed, and these lamentations are a mourner's doleful song written with a tear and a broken heart.
- The central truths of the book are two-fold:

1. God means business and will do what he says.

2. God suffers with those he chastens.
- Jeremiah had become so sympathetically one with God and, at the same time with his country men, that he suffered a double agony in his own heart.
- The chastening of God's children is not carried out in the relationship of a judge and a criminal, but of a father and a child.
- Jesus wept over Jerusalem centuries after Jeremiah and for the same reasons. In spite of the horrible desolation of the city and people and temple of Jeremiah's Day, the lesson was not learned and had to be repeated.
- "Jeremiah's Grotto", the place where Jeremiah wept and composed these funeral eulogies over the city he had tried so hard to save, is just under the hill called Golgotha where Christ was crucified. The suffering prophet wept where the suffering Savior died!
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EZEKIEL
Book Number:  26
Author:  Ezekiel ("God Strengthens") 
Chapters:  48 




Verses:  1,273                 



 Words:  39,407
Key Word(s):  "Abominations" - 40 x's, "They shall know that I am God"  (Note: These words are used in at least 27 of the 48 chapters of the book.)
Key Verse(s):  6:7, 10, 13, 14; 7:4, 9, 27, etc. (Abominations 8:6, 9, 10, 13, 15, 17)
Key Subject(s):  Prophecies against Jerusalem & the nations of prophecies concerning the future restoration of Israel.
Key Personalities:  Jeremiah, God and His Glory
People Addressed:  The captives from Judah in Babylon
Problems Addressed:  Idolatry evoked God's wrath on Judah cf. 8:1-18
Outline of the Book:
"Signs & Symbols Against Sin & Sacrilege"
        INTRO:  The Prophet's Call:  1-3 
     I. Prophecies Against Jerusalem: 4-24 
    II. Prophecies Against The Nations:  25-32 
   III. Prophecies Of The Restoration of Israel:  33-48
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the High Priest of God (In His Temple)
Applications & Comments:

- Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, was a priest as well as a prophet.  1:3
- Ezekiel was taken into Babylonian captivity about 9 years after Daniel and his friends. Daniel had already risen to prominence and had a ministry in the palace. Ezekiel had a ministry among the common people, his fellow captives.  Ezekiel preached the same message to the captives in Babylon that Jeremiah was preaching back in Jerusalem: the certainty of Judah's punishment for her sins.
- Ezekiel's preaching falls into 3 distinct parts: 

Predictions before the siege (about 4½ yrs.)


Predictions during the siege (2 yrs.) and 

Predictions after the siege (14 yrs.).
- Ezekiel was taken captive at about 23 years of age, and 7 years later (age 30) he began his prophetic ministry and continued for 20 years.
- Ezekiel’s ministry was unique. He was to use signs, symbols and parables in his preaching. The purpose of all this symbolism seems to be that God was withdrawing further reasoning and pleading. (3:24, 26; 14:1-4)  They have ignored his pleas and declared God's Word cheap, so now they would have to figure out his intentions through symbols and strange signs.
- Ezekiel dramatically acted out God's messages for his people. At least 12 symbolic acts were performed.
NOTE:  For the extent of Ezekiel's humility and absolute subservience to God (see 24:15-27) where he is commanded not to mourn at his wife's death. She was the "desire" of his eyes, yet he obeyed his Lord and ignored his own sorrow to convey God's Word. The last phrase "that they shall know that I am the Lord" was the pointed purpose of Ezekiel's preaching.
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- Ezekiel foretold that by God's intervention in history all men would "know that (He) is God"!  First, by His punishment of Jerusalem; secondly, by the judgments upon the heathen nations of Ezekiel's day; and thirdly, by the preservation of the nation and ultimate restoration of the land, people, temple and throne in Palestine.
- Ezekiel is also privileged to receive some startling visions:

1. The vision of the dry bones (dead nation resurrected)  36

2. The vision of the four 4-faced, 4-winged, 4-handed creatures: Ez. 1

    4 faces:  lion, ox, man, eagle (strength, service, intelligence, freedom ?, swiftness ?); 4 wheels within wheels
NOTE:  These wheels reach to earth below and heaven above with power from the 4 creatures above, showing that behind the events on earth are the operations of supernatural powers in heaven.

3. The vision of the restored temple (Millennium) 40-48

4. The destruction of Russia (Magog)  38, 39
· Ezekiel is a book of the past, a book of the present and a book dealing with the future.
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DANIEL
Book Number:  27 
Author:  Daniel
NOTE:  The name Daniel means "God is my Judge".  The authorship of Daniel and the time of its writing have been disputed again and again by Bible critics. Their contention is that he could not have written about world powers before their ascendancy and that he wrote after the fact.  But Jesus Christ him​self verified both the man and his prophetic writings. He speaks of "Daniel the prophet" as the medium of Divine Revelation and, 3 times in his own prophetic discourse on the Mt. of Olives in Mt. 24, He quotes from Daniel. When the High Priest demanded "whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God", our Lord replied "thou has said...hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven" Quoting from Dan. 7:13, 14.
Chapters:  12 




Verses:  357                   



Words:  11,606
Key Word (s):  "Visions", "Dominion", "Rule"
Key Verse(s):  7:13, 14; 7:27; 4:17, 25, 32
Key Subject(s):  World Kingdoms & Messiah's Future Everlasting Kingdom
Key Personalities:  Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Cyrus, Darius
People Addressed:  Captive Jews, World Rulers, All men
Problems Addressed:  The failure of World Kingdoms vs. The future of Messiah's everlasting kingdom
Outline of the Book:
"The Trend & End Of 'The Times Of The Gentiles'"

     I.  Historical:  1-6

A. Nebuchadnezzar: 1-4 (Visions of image & tree)

B. Belshazzar: 5 (Handwriting on wall)

C. Darius: 6 (Daniel's danger & deliverance) 
    II.  Prophetical:  7-12

A. Belshazzar: 7, 8 (Visions of 4 beasts & 2 beasts)

B. Darius: 9 (Vision of 70 weeks)

C. Cyrus: (Vision of God's Glory)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as sovereign of the earth and heavens
Applications & Comments:
- Daniel, of Royal Blood, was taken captive while a teen by Nebuchadnezzar during the siege of Jerusalem in 605 B.C.
- Daniel's ministry spanned the entire 70-year captivity and he served his hea​then rulers without compromise and with a positive witness.  He served under Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Cyrus and Darius.
- Ezekiel, the only other exilic prophet, refers to Daniel's righteousness and his wisdom (Ez. 14:14, 28:3).
- The unusual feature of this prophetical book is that from 2:4-7:28 it is written in Aramaic, probably because this section speaks of the "Times of the Gentiles", whereas the later visions record the future of Israel, God's covenant people.

- God refers to Daniel 3 times as "Greatly Beloved" linking him to the Apostle John, the beloved, who penned the New Testament counterpart to this book.  He is one of the few men in the Bible about whom God says only good.
- Daniel was probably influenced greatly by Josiah the Reformer and Jeremiah the Prophet in his pre-exile life.
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- Daniel may be compared to Joseph because of his righteousness, his position under heathen rulers and for his ability to interpret dreams.
- His book marks one of the five great periods of miracles in the Bible:

1. Moses & Joshua

2. Elijah & Elisha

3. Daniel & Ezekiel

4. Christ & His Disciples

5. Peter & Paul
- Daniel's life may be characterized by purpose, prayer and prophecy.
- There are 6 major conflicts Daniel and His God overcome:

1. Self-indulgence & abstinence:  1:8-15 (King's dainties)

2. Pagan magic and heavenly wisdom:  2:1-47 (Dreams)

3. Heathen idolatry vs. loyalty to God:  3:1-30 (Image worship)

4. Pagan king's pride vs. divine sovereignty:  4:4-37 (King eats grass)

5. Sacrilege vs. reverence for sacred objects:  5:1-30 (Handwriting on wall)

6. Malicious plotting vs. God's providences:  6:1-28 (Lions)
- The main message of Daniel is that the powers of this world are short-lived and will be replaced by God's Kingdom on earth.
- There are nearly 40 fulfilled prophecies in Daniel 11 alone and several yet-to-be fulfilled prophecies, especially concerning the anti-christ and Christ's Kingdom to follow.
- The details of the prophecies are what cause liberals such difficulties.
- The best known prophecies are Nebuchadnezzar’s image speaking of the 4 major world powers of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome and Christ's coming King​dom, which will destroy all gentile power and the "seventy weeks" of Daniel 9, speaking of "the times of the gentiles" and the coming Messiah and the tribula​tion.
- Further evidence of the historical accuracy of Daniel is to be found in his descriptions of Babylon.  The details alluded to were thought to be exaggerated till ancient Babylon was excavated.  Nebuchadnezzar never tired of building during his 45 years of reign and is credited with the glory of Babylon and its hanging gardens, one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world.
- Three great sins characteristic of "the times of the gentiles" are illustrated in the 3 major Kings of Daniel:

1. Nebuchadnezzar & His Image: Pride

2. Belshazzar & His Feast:  Impiety

3. Darius' Demand for Worship:  Blasphemy
- Because of Daniel we know how things will turn out in the end.
- Interestingly, Daniel closes with a note of praise concerning soul-winning: 12:2, 3  Amen!! 
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HOSEA

Book Number:  28
Author:  Hosea = "Salvation"
Chapters: 14 




Verses:  197                   



 Words:  5,175
Key Word(s):  "Whoredoms"
Key Verse(s):  1:2; 2:2-4; 4:12-14
Key Subject(s):  The idolatry of Israel & God's exhaustless love
Key Personalities:  Hosea, Gomer, Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah, Lo-ammi
People Addressed:  Northern Kingdom: Israel ("Ephraim")
Problems Addressed:  Political, moral & spiritual corruption because of idolatry,
Outline of the Book:
"The Unfaithful Wife of God"

     I.  The Unfaithful Wife & Her Faithful Husband:  1:3

A. The children or signs:  1:1-11

B. The wife or backsliding:  2:1-23

C. The husband or deliverance:  3:1-5
    II.  The Unfaithful Nation & Her Faithful Lord:  4:-14

A. The transgression of Israel:  v.4-8

B. The visitation of Israel:  v.9-11

C. The restoration of Israel:  v.11-14
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the faithful husband of Israel
Applications & Comments:
- What the weeping prophet of Jeremiah was to Judah (S. Kingdom), Hosea the sobbing prophet is to Israel (N. Kingdom).
- Just as Jeremiah would later see his prophecies concerning the Babylonian captivity fulfilled, Hosea would live to see his prophecies concerning the Assyrian captivity come-to-pass.
- The national sins included profanity, blasphemy, perversion, cheating, oppression, idolatry, drunkenness & hardness of heart toward God.  (In other words, the same sins viewed by Americans on prime-time TV!)
- The princes (govt. officials), priests (religionists) & the people were all guilty.
- The 2 outstanding sins Hosea deals with are idolatry (spiritual adultery) and formality (in worship).
- Hosea combines hatred of sin with tender compassion.
- He learned the heart of God to "take unto thee a wife of whoredoms". By marrying a harlot Hosea would learn the heartbreak of God over his stubborn, rebellious and unfaithful people.
- Hosea would become a living example of God's attitude toward his unfaithful "wife" (Is. 62:5; Hos. 2:19; Jer. 3:14)
- Hosea's sorrow, patience, compassion and his final act of redeeming and chastening of his unfaithful wife are pictures more graphic than preaching.
- Hosea is a picture of God; Gomer the Nation of Israel; the 3 children the people of that nation.

- Hosea's shame and remorse of the events of his marriage were eclipsed by his love, compassion and longsuffering.
- No prophet, besides Jeremiah, entered into the sorrow of the Savior like Hosea. He knew rejection, shame and a broken heart.
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- The idolatry and sexual immorality of Israel were bound together, making it possible that finding a chaste woman to marry would be well-nigh impossible.
- The names of the 3 children borne by Gomer were symbolic and prophetic:

1. "Jezreel", a son = "God shall scatter" (cf. II Chron. 10:1-14) 1:4, 5

2. "Lo-ruhamah", a daughter = "Unpitied" or "No More Mercy" 1:6  

3. "Lo-ammi", a son = "Not My People" 1:8, 9  
NOTE:   It is possible that the 2nd and 3rd child were illegitimate, hence the names.
- The story of Hosea points out that even worse than fleshly sins is that of will​ful infidelity to love. The supreme sin!
- Hosea is the prophet of outraged, but persevering, love; love that "suffers long and is kind", love that refuses to let go or give up! God's love.
- Time and again Gomer (Israel) played the whore against her husband (God) and he forgave and restored her.  (Ch. 3)
- The Savior Himself and the New Testament writers seemed especially fond of the book of Hosea quoting from this little book with such a big message nearly 30 times.
- The book closes on a very positive note with prophecies and promises for the restored wife of Jehovah who will never again be unfaithful.
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JOEL

Book Number:  29 
Author: Joel
NOTE:  "Joel" is a compound of 2 divine names, Jehovah and El and means "The Lord is God".
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  73                    



Words:  2,034
Key Word(s):  "The Day of the Lord" (5 x's),  Destruction
Key Verse(s):  1:15; 2:1; 2:11; 2:31; 3:14
Key Subject(s):  The present and future Destruction of the land
Key Personalities:  Joel and Jehovah
People Addressed:  (Southern Kingdom) Judah & Jerusalem
Problems Addressed:  Plague of insects and future plague of armies
Outline of the Book:
"The Day Of The Lord - Past & Future"
     I. An Alarm - Invasion!  1
    II. An Appeal - Repent!  2
   III. An Affirmation - Glory!  3
Christological Typology:  Christ as the outpourer of the spirit (2:28)
Applications & Comments:

- Since Joel does not mention either Assyria or Babylon, he either preceded or post dated them. Most conservative Bible students believe Joel is the earliest writing prophet.
- The book divides easily into 2 parts.  In the 1st part Joel, speaks; in the 2nd part, Jehovah speaks. The 1st part is historical and the 2nd part is prophetical.
- His message is directed to Judah and specifically to Jerusalem. The priests, temple worship, sacrifices, etc. are highlighted.
- The key phrase is "The Day of the Lord".  It is used 5 times in 3 chapters. It is a 3-fold designation:

1. It speaks of immediate conditions (plague of insects)

2. It speaks of imminent circumstances (armies of invasion)

3. It speaks of impending catastrophe (Trib. and Armageddon)
- The "Day of the Lord" is not only catastrophic and destructive, but includes the blessings of the Millennium.
- Judah cries out concerning the immediate conditions:  "Why did God permit it (the plague of insects)?" "Permit it", replies Joel - "He caused it!"  It was the "Day of the Lord".
- Judah cries out again concerning the imminent circumstances:  "What can we do to prevent it (the coming invasion)?" "Prevent it", replies Joel - "It is God!"  It is "The Day of the Lord".
- We cry out today concerning the impending catastrophe:  "What can we do to promote it (the Tribulation and Armageddon and thus the Rapture)? "Promote it", replies Joel, "It is His business - be faithful" It is the "Day of the Lord".

- "The Day of the Lord" is always present and always coining." - G. Cambell Morgan 
- Four names are given to the insects: Palmerworm, locust, cankerworm and caterpillar. Some say they are simply the 4 stages in the locust's lifespan.  (v. 4, 5)  The language deals with 4 creatures and deals with a complete devastation. The drunks (v. 5), priests (v. 9, 13), farmers (v. 11) and vinedressers (v. 11) are called upon to mourn the devastation because of how they would be affected. The vine and the fig tree are both used in the bible as symbols of Israel. God destroyed them to show His plan for the nation.
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- Joel (the Lord) calls for national repentance before the invaders come (2:12-20)! Think of it. God promises He would change the course of Israel's future history had they just repented.
- God reveals the panorama of Israel's future history including the tribulation and battle of Armageddon ("The Valley of Jehoshaphat" -The Kidron Valley bet​ween the city and the Mt. of Olives).
- He promises to dwell in "Zion, my Holy Mount" where David is entombed and the location of the upper room of The Lord's Supper and Pentecost.
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AMOS
Book Number:  30
Author:  Amos ("Burden")
Chapters:  9 




Verses;  146                     


Words: 4,247
Key Word(s):  "Plumbline"  "Judgment"
Key Verse(s):  7:7, 8; 5:24
Key Subject(s):  Prophecies against the nations and against Israel (Northern King​dom)
Key Personalities:  Amos & the Lord (Amaziah the false priest)
People Addressed:  Israel (Northern Kingdom), all men
Problems Addressed:  God's special privileges abused; result:  Judgment
Outline of the Book:
"Abused Privilege - Awesome Power"
     I. Eight "Burdens":  1, 2  ("For 3 transgressions & For Four") 
    II. Three "Sermons":  3-6  ("Hear this word..."  "Therefore") 

   III. Five "Visions":  7-9  (Grasshoppers, fire, plumbline, summer fruit, God over altar)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as Israel's Plumbline
Applications & Comments:
- The Man:


- Amos was a farmer (1:1), not an educated prophet (7:14)

- Amos has been called the "Billy Sunday" of the Old Testament.

- Amos came out of the wilderness of Judea, a tiny village called Tekoa thundering the message of God's wrath and 
judgment on the nations of Israel.

- Amos' ministry was to the Northern Kingdom, but he was from the Southern Kingdom.

- Amos' rough background and rougher (non-sophisticated) and homely preaching was not appreciated.  His 
illustrations came out of his background:  Grass​hoppers, a basket of summer fruit, referring to the sophisticated 
"ladies" as "cows", ("kine"), etc. and were resented and rebuked.

- Amos' main antagonist was one of the calf-worshipping, idolatrous priest of Baal from Bethel (!); Amaziah, who 
reports Amos to King Jeroboam and tells Amos to "get out of town".  Amaziah was the spokesman for the 
professional prophets of Baal and "chairman of the Ecumenical Ministerial Association. (7:10-13)

- Amos' proud reply is that he did not attend an "approved school", but was called out of the farm fields to preach by 
God.  (v. 3, 4)

- Amos was unsophisticated, uneducated (v. 14), unpopular and unrelenting! (v. 16, 17)

- Amos served notice on the idol-serving priest that his wife would become a whore, his kids would be killed, his 
property would be lost and he would be deported and die!  v. 17
- His Message:

- He was probably hailed and heeded when he prophesied against the surrounding nations scathing sermon-
sentences:  Syria, Philista, Phoenicia, Edom, Ammon and Moab.  (1:3-15 & 2:1-3)

- But when he denounced the sins of Judah and Israel their countenance fell! (2:4-16)


- Amos enumerates the sins of his privileged and God-blessed people and shows that with privilege comes greater 
responsibility.  (2:9-11; 3:1-2)



`
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- Amos also shows the nature of their sins: Taking advantage of the poor (2:6, 7), fornication (v. 7), swear by false 
gods (v. 8), consecrate themselves to idols (v. 8), profaned the Nazarites (v. 12)

- His message shows that Judgment is always determined by degree of privilege and blessing.

- In the warnings there is held-out hope based upon repentance and interces​sion (7:2, 5).

- The ultimate hope of the nation is yet future and determined by a sovereign God, in his timing and divine plan.  
(9:11-15 "I will")
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OBADIAH
Book Number:  31
Author: Obadiah ("Servant of the Lord")
Chapters:  1 




Verses:  21                      



Words:  670 
Key Word(s):  "Edom", "As thou..." 
Key Verse(s):  1:1; 1:15 
Key Subject(s):  Prophecy against Edom 
Key Personalities:  Esau (Edom), Lord 
People Addressed:  Edomites 
Problems Addressed:  The pride and anti-semitism of Edom
Outline of the Book:
"Obadiah - Prophet of Poetic Justice"
     I.  The Doom of Edom:  1-16 
    II.  The Deliverance of Israel:  17-21
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as Lord of His Kingdom (v.21)
Applications & Comments;
- The Identity of Edom:


- "Edom" means red, and it was for some red pottage that Esau, Jacob's twin brother, that he sold his birthright or 
inheritance.

- "Edom" is a form of the word "Adam".  Esau or Edom both mean "red" or "ruddy" or "the red one".  Edom is typical 
of the Adamic nature - the flesh - the old man within us.
NOTE:   There is a strange symbolism in the successive pairs of sons in Genesis: Cain & Abel, Ishmael & Isaac and Esau & Jacob.  Abel, Isaac and Jacob are the spiritual men representing some aspect of the new nature thru union with Christ.  Cain, Ishmael and Esau are the natural men and represent some aspect of flesh or "old man" or Adamic nature in us. Esau is the "macho" hunter, the hairy, ruddy outdoorsman who typically sells his birthright for a mess of pottage - momentary gratification instead of long-range blessing; an earthly morsel now instead of a divine promise for the future.

- Gen. 36:8, 9 says "…dwelt Esau in Mt. Seir: Esau is Edom...the father of the Edomites in Mt. Seir."

(Mt. Seir was not a mountain but a mountainous region running south from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akabah.)

- In Obadiah's day the capital was the Red-Rock City of Petra, considered impregnable because of its difficult access, 
rock-hewn dwellings and natural fortresses. These characteristics fostered a spirit of independence and security 
which defied attack and scorned all attempts to subjugate them.
- The Character of the Edomites:


- They were arrogant and anti-semitic. Though their origins were traced to the twin brother of Jacob (Esau), they 
were hostile and antagonistic to the Jews.

- There were at least 4 major instances when Edom aided the enemies of Israel: v. 11-14 (II Chron. 21:8; 25:11; 
28:16-21; 36:11-21)


- They became allies with the Babylonians who burned and sacked Jerusalem and the temple and carried the Jews 
away captive.
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- The Herods of New Testament times were Edomites (Idumeans), and the Herod ruling at the time of Christ's birth 
was characteristic of the race he represented when he instituted his brutal slaying of the innocent babies 2 years and 
under.
- The Sentence Against the Edomites: v. 15  (Poetic Justice)

- Within 4 years after Jerusalem was burned Edom was raided and desolated (582 B.C.) by the very same 
Babylonians they had aided against the Jews.

- For 4 centuries the few Edomites remaining to a region in South Judea.

- In 126 B.C. they were subdued by John Hyrcanus, one of the Maccabean rulers, compelled to be circumcised and 
absorbed into the Jewish State.

- With the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. they disappeared from history. (v. 18)
ILLUS:  "No ruins are more imposing than those of Edom.  Within a short distance 30 ruined towns, absolutely deserted, are seen".  The Red-Rock City of Petra is pointed out to tourists today as the relic of a Metropolis of immense strength and as one of the wonders of the ancient world.  (It may again be inhabited in the tribulation by Jews escaping the wrath of the anti​christ.)
- The Future of Edom:  v. 19-21
· Israel will persist and rule over Edom in the Millennium Kingdom.
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JONAH
Book Number:  32 
Author:  Jonah (!)  ("Dove")
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  48                     



Words:  1,321 
Key Word(s):  "Repent", "Prepared" 
Key Verse(s):  3:1, 9, 10 & 1:17; 4:6, 7, 8
Key Subject(s):  Jonah's disobedience & God's sovereignty 
Key Personalities: Jonah & The Lord 
People Addressed:  Ninevites (Israel & Us)
Problems Addressed:  Jonah's pride, patriotism & disobedience and God's longsuffering Love & Sovereignty
Outline of the Book;
"An Authentic 'Fish Story"'
     I. Jonah Protesting: 1 (God's Patience)
    II. Jonah Praying:  2 (God's Pardon)
   III. Jonah Preaching: 3 (God's Power)
   IV. Jonah Pouting:  4 (God's Pity)
Christological Typology: Christ seen as the risen prophet
Applications & Comments:

- Jonah is one of the most disputed and hated books of the Bible:  Its critics deny its historicity and call it a parable or allegory.  Its typology deals with Christ's death and resurrection - the Gospel!
NOTE:  Simeon in Lk. 2:34 said that Jesus Christ was "a sign which shall be spoken against", and if ever a sign was spoken against it was "The Sign of the Prophet Jonas" (Mt. 12:39, 40).  But if Jonah is a liar and his book is a lie, then Christ was a liar!
- Jonah was a real person (1:1 cf. with II Kings 14:25-27) who lived during the reign of Jeroboam II in Israel.  Jonah was from Gath-Hepher in Zebulun in Galilee. The "scholars" of Jesus' day were wrong on 2 counts when they told Nicodemus in John 7:52, who was defending Jesus before the Pharisees, "out of Galilee ariseth no prophet".
- The events in Jonah are historical, not allegorical! The 4 things God "prepared" (a great fish ["whale" in Mt. 12:40], a gourd, a worm and a wind) were real.
NOTE:  There are several accounts of men surviving after being swallowed whole by a whale. Men have been found dead inside whales, whale sharks, etc. The point of the book is not the whale, gourd, worm or wind, but the sovereignty and longsuffering of God!  "Some people are so busy with a tape measure trying to find the dimensions of a whale's belly that they never see God at all in the book of Jonah". - G. Campbell Morgan
· Nineveh was the capital of Assyrian world power at the time. She was notorious for her atrocities in warfare and was poised to move against Israel and Jonah knew it!
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NOTE:  Accounts of Assyrian atrocities were preserved in pictures and historical documents. Pulling out a man's tongue by its roots; impaling a man with a spear in the chest and then planting the spear in the ground and watch​ing the man die agonizingly; staking out a man tied by wrists and ankles and skinning him alive; boys and girls were burned or boiled alive or used as child sex objects; ears and noses would be cut off or hands and feet to disfigure and disable enemies as object 
lessons for others to take note of. Jonah knew the character of those about to march on Israel. Assyria was the Nazis or Viet Cong of his day.
- Jonah's motive for running away from God's call was not cowardice or simple prejudice against gentiles. He demonstrated bravery and compassion on the gentile sailors while on board the ship headed for Tarshish (Spain).
- Jonah simply did not want God to spare Nineveh!  (4:2)  He wanted Nineveh and Assyria to be overthrown.  He knew God was going to use Assyria to punish Israel and he knew the merciful character of God.  If he refused to preach for their repentance, their cup of iniquity would fill up and God would have to destroy them.  His running away was not cowardice, but patriotism.
- Jonah knew the consequences of disobeying God but chose to sacrifice himself to save Israel.  But God has other plans for Jonah.
- Jonah "graduates" from the "Whale-Belly Bible Institute" with straight "A's". He repents and then Nineveh repents. (Between 600,000 - 1 Million people get saved!)
- Jonah is still unhappy and God doesn't discard him, but reasons with him and teaches him.  4:5-11 God comforts Jonah (sets him up!) with the shade of a gourd, then chastens him (pulls the props out) with a worm, and finally whips him (makes him miserable) with a sultry, hot (sirocco) wind! Then he chides him (with a tongue-lashing) that no doubt brought things into sharper focus for Jonah!
- The Lord speaks of all the innocent children and cattle which he spared (along with all the guilty sinners). In v. 10 & 11 God rebukes Jonah for his compas​sion for a gourd in contrast to his lack of compassion over babies and animals!
- Imagine Jonah writing his failures to become a permanent record in God's Holy Word!
- The lessons in Jonah are:

1. A man cannot hide from nor escape from God.

2. God will chasten a disobedient servant or son.

3. God is sovereign and doesn't conform to man's will.

4. God will destroy unrepentant nations.

5. God is merciful and longsuffering.

6. The foolishness of God is wiser than men.

7. A man is a fool to contend with God about his judgments.

8. God loves the vilest of sinners.

9. God's will shall be done in spite of man. 
           10. God always has the last word.
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MICAH
Book Number:  33
Author:  Micah ("Who is like God")
Chapters:  7 




Verses:  105                   



 Words: 3,153 
Key Word(s): "Hear", "Righteousness of the Lord" 
Key Verse(s):  1:2; 3:1; 6:1 & 6:5
Key Subject(s):  Present judgment and future blessing 
Key Personalities:  Micah speaking for the Lord
People Addressed:  Northern & Southern Kingdoms  (Micah is the only prophet sent to both)
Problems Addressed:  Idolatry  (1:5), Oppression of poor by rich  (2:1, 2), Corruption among priests and prophets  (3:11), 
Formalism in worship  (6:7, 8)
Outline of the Book:
"A Farmer Foretells The Future"
     I. Proclaiming Retribution:  1-3
    II. Prophesying Restoration:  4, 5
   III. Pleading Repentance:  6
   IV. Personal Reflections:  7:1-6
    V. Prayer Requests:  7:7-20
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as Bethlehmite King  (5:2)
Applications & Comments:

- Micah was just a small town boy with a great burden and a wide ministry.
- His prophet career spanned the reigns of 3 kings in Israel (Judah) (1:1) c60 years.
- He was contemporary with Isaiah, prophet to the "up and outers", while he prophesied to the common folk, the "down and outers".
- Isaiah was gifted with a wider outlook and scanned the field of world politics, while Micah confined his gaze primarily to Israel and Judah.
- Jeremiah spoke positively of the effect of Micah's ministry.  (Jer. 26:17-19)
- His message is 3-fold:

1. To declare God's impending judgment on Israel and Judah (Samaria & Jews)

2. To reveal the promise of the future glory of the nation under Messiah.

3. To declare the absolute righteousness of God.
- Micah's singular prophecy as to the place of the birth of the Messiah is one of the highlights of his prophecy (5:2) and a proof of the inspiration of the scriptures.
NOTE:   This is one of 48 prophecies on the 1st coming of Christ written 400-1,500 years before he showed up. The chances of these 48 prophecies coming to pass on one man, according to the laws of statistical probability, figure to about one out of 10 to the 157th power or one out of 10 with 157 zeroes behind it.  Does the Koran, Sutras, Vedas and Shatras, the Book of Mormon, or the other "Holy Scriptures" try anything like this?! How about Buddha or Confucius or Joseph Smith or H.W. Armstrong or Darwin or Huxley or Marx or Spinoza or J.F.K. or M.L. King or Jeanne Dixon or Pope John Paul or Michael Jackson or Mighty Joe Young or King Kong?!
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- As to His 2nd coming and His Kingdom, Chapter 4 gives a sweeping, comprehensive picture of Israel's future glory in v. 1-8.
- The theme of Micah's prophecy is impending judgment and future blessing.
- One of the great verses in the Bible is tucked away in this little book of Micah:  6:8 - This verse shows that *God reveals because He is good; "shewed thee". *God requires because He is God; "require of thee". *God redeems because He is great;                              "walk humbly" Amos 3:3!
- Micah was the only prophet called to minister to both the Northern and South Kingdoms.
- Micah was God's final prophet to the Northern Kingdom.
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NAHUM
Book Number:  34
Author:  Nahum  ("The Comforter")
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  47                     



Words:  1,285 
Key Word(s):  "Vengeance" 
Key Verse(s):  1:2
Key Subject(s):  Nineveh's wickedness & impending judgment 
Key Personalities:  Nahum & God 
People Addressed:  Judah & Ninevites
Problems Addressed:  Deceit, prostitution, idolatry, cruelty, witchcraft and drunkenness of Nineveh.
Outline of the Book:
"Doomsday for Nineveh"
     I. Nineveh's Doom Declared: 1
    II. Nineveh's Doom Described: 2
   III. Nineveh's Doom Deserved: 3
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as:  "The bearer of good tidings"  (1:15)
Applications & Comments:

- Little is known of the mighty prophet.  It is thought that he came from, foun​ded or had the town of Capernaum named after him.  Capernaum (Kaphar-Nahum) means "Village of Nahum".
- Nahum addresses Judah and apparently prophesied from Judah.
- Approximately 100-150 years before Jonah had preached in Nineveh and a mighty revival resulted.  Jonah's message resulted in mercy, Nahum's in doom.  To​gether they illustrate the way God deals with nations:  prolonging the day of grace, but ultimately visiting them with punishment for their sins.
- Nineveh was founded by Nimrod shortly after Noah's flood (Gen. 10:11, 12). Nimrod was the 13th from Adam (rebellion) and a type of the anti-christ. Perhaps the "wicked counselor" (1:11), though probably an allusion to Sennacharib points to the "man of sin" or anti-christ.
- Nineveh appeared impregnable at the time Nahum wrote, with walls 100 feet high wide enough for 3 or 4 chariots to ride abreast on the top, with 1,200 towers and a circumference of 60 miles.
- But God, through Nahum, prophecies its doom.  Though its size and might are vast, its sins are vile and God will destroy it.  (1:14)
- Nahum speaks of an "overrunning flood" (1:8) and "the gates of the rivers (opening)"  2:6.  Nabopolassar, King of Babylon, besieged the city unsuccess​fully for 3 years leading 3 massive invasions against it.  Seemingly secure inside, the Ninevites rejoiced with drunken orgies.  (1:10)  Suddenly the Tigris River overflowed its banks and a surge like a tidal wave washed away a section of the massive wall and the enemy entered (2:3-10).  This took place over 50 years after Nahum prophesied! Wrath restrained (as in Jonah's Day) is wrath reserved if there is a willful return to wickedness.  Though God will forgive sin repented of, he will not condone sin persisted in!
- Nahum1s prophecy is unique in that he does not allude to the sin of His people (Judah) but focuses on Nineveh's impending doom.

- Nineveh's destruction was so complete that for centuries not a vestige of it remained and its existence and location was long a matter of uncertainty. Not till 1820 did an Englishman discover its remains and then in 1845 finally a positive identification was made. It has been extensively excavated and its history pieced together and stands today as a silent testimony of God's hatred for sin and His wrath against it.
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· Apostasy - turning from truth formerly embraced - has only one remedy - catas​trophic destruction. Of this, Nineveh is a witness. The coming judgment of Apostate Christianity is foreshadowed by Nineveh!  (Scofield Bible, p. 952 note) Nahum closes on a final note of gloom and says:  "There is no healing of thy bruise..."!  3:19
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HABAKKUK
("Embrace")

Book Number:  35
Author:  Habakkuk
Chapters:  3 




Verses:  56                 



 Words:  1,476
Key Word(s):  "Faith", "How long?"
Key Verse(s):  2:4; 1:2
Key Subject(s):  Israel's Sins & God's delayed justice
Key Personalities:  Habakkuk & God
People Addressed:  Habakkuk Addresses God
Problems Addressed:  Why doesn't God do something? Why does he do what he does?
Outline of the Book:
"Is God Deaf?"
     I. A Burden: Faith Grappling with a Problem:  1
    II. A Vision: Faith Grasping the Solution:  2
   III. A Prayer: Faith Glorying in Assurance:  3
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Lord in His Holy Temple (2:20)
Applications & Comments:

- Nothing is known about Habakkuk except what is revealed in his book.
- Unlike other prophets he does not address his own country or foreign nations, he speaks to God alone.
- He does not believe God is dead, but suspects He may be deaf.  1:2
- Also, unlike other prophets, he is not so much interested in delivering a message as with solving a problem.
NOTE:  The problem or question raised by Habakkuk is:  "Why doesn't God do some​thing to deal with the wickedness all around?" This little book pulls back the veil to this mystery as God answers:  "I am doing something, but you wouldn't understand!"
- As a whole, the book raises and answers the question of God's consistency with himself in view of permitted evil.
- Habakkuk raises 2 major complaints:

1. Why is Israel permitted to continue in her wickedness:  1:1-4

2. Why would God use a nation more wicked than Israel to punish Israel? 1:13-17
- God responds with 2 clear answers:

1. He will use the Caldeans (Babylonians) to punish Israel: 1:5-11

2. He will also destroy the Caldeans for their sin and punishment of Israel.
- God also places things in perspective and shows that the destruction of Babylon will be complete, but God's people would still be permitted a glorious future.
- Habakkuk finally catches the whole picture and pens a paean of praise to the Lord.  Chapter 3
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- God's answer to Habakkuk and to us is simple:  God is good and righteous and just and thus His people "the Just shall live by faith!"
NOTE:  This verse (2:4) is quoted in 3 New Testament books: Romans, Galatians and Hebrews. This is an argument for the common authorship of all 3 books. In each reference there is a different emphasis. In Romans 1:17, "the Just"; in 

Galatians 3:11, "shall live" and in Hebrews 10:38, "by faith".

· The climactic conclusion of the book is found in Habakkuk’s psalm. There he concludes that in spite of the injustices around us and the seeming inactivity of God above us, we must trust Him and live by Faith. He declares:  "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord is my strength..."  3:18, 19a
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ZEPHANIAH
Book Number:  36 
Author:  Zephaniah
Chapters:  3




 Verses:  53                     



Words: 1,617 
Key Word(s):  "The Day of the Lord"
Key Verse(s):  1:7, 1:14 (1:8, 1:18; 2:3)  (Zeph. 3:8: only Old Testament verse containing all 22 letters of Heb. alphabet)
Key Subject(s): Judgment on Judah - surrounding nations and future blessings
Key Personalities:  God
People Addressed: Judah and Gentile Nations
Problems Addressed:  Idolatry, the crowning sin of Judah
Outline of the Book:
"The Day Of The Lord Is At Hand"
     I. Look Within! Wrath on Judah:  1:1-2:3
    II. Look Around! Wrath on Gentiles:  2:4-3:8
   III. Look Ahead! After wrath, blessing:  3:9-20
Christological Typology: Christ seen as the wrathful judge of His people.
Applications & Comments:

- Zephaniah was the great, great grandson of Hezekiah ("Hizkiah") and thus a cousin of King Josiah.  (1:1)
- Thus he is a prince of the House of David and a prophet of royal descent.
- He prophesied during Godly Josiah's reign and no doubt promoted the "revival" under the King's leadership but the absence of any reference to it in Zephaniah's prophecy indicates he recognized it for what it was: An outward religious reformation sponsored by Josiah, not an inward spiritual revival among the people themselves.
- Zephaniah warns that a superficial repentance will not satisfy God and that idolatry extends beyond the symbols and statues and is imbedded in their hearts. He specifies the nature of their idolatry (1:4-6): Baal worship, astrology and the worship of Moloch (Malcham), the Ammonite god. The "Chemarims" are the leaders of this idolatry, the priests.
- Zephaniah is the typical man-of-God who sees beyond the superficial to the true state of things and people both religiously and nationally or politically.
- Zephaniah shows that God permits mans' sin, showing that He allows enough freedom to the human will for man to know He speaks, acts and chooses of His own voli​tion; but God also punishes man for wrong actions and decisions and ultimately will perfect His purpose and fulfill His promises. This is the 3-fold message of Zephaniah: God permits, punishes and perfects.
- Zephaniah shows that Judah and the Gentile Nations chose to sin and that punish​ment is imminent, but the future is bright as God works to restore His people.  cf. 3:14-20
- Compare the 1st statement in 1:2 "I will utterly consume" with the last state​ment in 3:30 "I will make you a name and a praise..."
- Zephaniah follows the 3-fold prophetic formula:  Denouncing sin, pronouncing judgment and announcing restoration.
- Zephaniah's prophecy took place under Josiah, the last Godly king in Judah. It was all down hill from here. The "Day of the Lord" was truly "at hand".

NOTE:  "The Day of the Lord" encompasses both judgment and blessing. Historically it spoke of both the judgment of God on Israel and Judah during their captiv​ity and prophetically of the tribulation and future millennium blessings for Israel and the world.
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· The practical application of Zephaniah's prophecy is that we live in a day very similar to his. Sin is rampant and God's judgment is impending; yet we have God's promises of blessing for His people.
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HAGGAI
("My Feast")

Book Number:  37 
Author:  Haggai
Chapters:  2 




Verses:  38                    



Words:  1,131 
Key Word(s):  "Build the House" 
Key Verse(s):  1:8 
Key Subject(s):  Completion of the unfinished temple.
Key Personalities:  Haggai the prophet, Zerubbabel the Governor and Joshua the High Priest. 
People Addressed:  The remnant of Judah
Problems Addressed:  The result of disobedience or delayed obedience is the deterance of God's blessings.
Outline of the Book:
"4 Super Sermons"
     I. To Arouse: "Build the House" (1:1-15)
    II. To Support:  "I Am With You" (2:1-9)
   III. To Confirm: "From This Day I Will Bless You"  (2:10-19)
   IV. To Assure: "I will Make..." (2:20-23)
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the great master builder
Applications & Comments:
- Haggai is the 2nd shortest book in the Old Testament but one of the most power​ful in terms of the response of the people to whom he ministered.
- Haggai and Zechariah are contemporaries and functioned as "God's spiritual cheer​leaders" to spur on the people of God to go on with the work of God in rebuild​ing the temple.
- Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are the last 3 prophetical books and deal with the post-exilic period in Israel. After 70 years in captivity they are back in the land. These 3 books belong to the same historical period as the last 3 historical books; Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther.
- The rebuilding of the temple had begun, but because of Samaritan influence in Babylon, the people became discouraged and quit after the foundation was laid.
- For 15 years no work was done on the temple, though the people built lavish homes for themselves.
- Haggai, somewhat sarcastically, rebukes them.  (1st sermon)

1. Their excuse was it wasn't time yet! v.3

2. Haggai reminds them they built for themselves, but not for God. v.4
NOTE:  Over 42,000 Jews had returned from captivity and they had the king's permis​sion to rebuild the city and the temple. They didn't vote against it. They just wanted to wait.  "Let's wait until..." They lived in lavish homes but had no time or money for God's house.
Like many Christians today who have a nice place to live, color TV's, VCR, microwave oven, stereo, computer, piano, china, carpeting, patio, power mower, snow blower, power tools and gadgets galore. But when it comes to spending money on repairing, rebuilding or building for God they say "Let's wait..." or more piously "I don't think it's God's will just now."

3. He reveals that their riches are useless as long as their priorities are wrong. v.6
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NOTE:  One of the most insistent messages in the Old Testament is that national adversity is due to national disobedience to God.  1:9-11
- The people obey the prophet under the governor and high priest. 1:13-15
- The second sermon promises God's support for His obedient people and the future glory of the nation and the millennium temple. cf. v. 3, 4 & 9
- The third sermon shows how uncleanness spiritually brings chastisement materially

- Note the graphic illustration in question in v. 1, 13

- Haggai shows the former condition and the future blessing. v. 14-19
- The final sermon is to Zerubbabel concerning God's assurances to him for bless​ing for him and his people.

- Prophetical of the Tribulation: v. 20, 21, 22

- Prophetical of the Millennium: v. 23
NOTE:  There is a personal promise to Zerubbabel and many believe he may be prime-minister or vice-regent of Christ's

Millennium Kingdom.
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ZECHARIAH
Book Number:  38 
Author:  Zechariah
NOTE:  Zechariah means "God remembers', his father's name (Berechiah) means "God will bless" and his grandfather's name (Iddo) means "the appointed time". In these 3 names may be summed up the message of Zechariah.
Chapters:  14 




Verses:  211                  



 Words:  6,444
Key Word(s):  "The Branch" and "The Temple"
Key Subject(s):  2 temples and 2 advents of the Messiah
Key Personalities:  Zechariah (Prophet), Joshua (Priest) & the Lord (King)
People Addressed:  The returned remnant of Judah
Problems Addressed:  Hypocrisy and formalism (7:4-7)
Outline of the Book:
"Looking Ahead w/ Zechariah" 

or 

"2 Temples & 2 Advents"
     I. The Tenfold Vision of the Prophet:  1-6
    II. The Manifold Vanities of the People:  7, 8
   III. The Twofold Visitation of the Prince:  9-13
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Branch
Applications & Comments:

- Zechariah and Haggai were contemporaries.  It was approximately 20 years since Daniel's prophecy and it would be about 100 years before Malachi would be heard. Why then should 2 prophets prophesy simultaneously? Zechariah was to confirm Haggai's prophecy and to paint a glorious picture of the future of the nation.
- Unlike most other prophetical books Zechariah paints a mainly positive picture and stressed the 3-fold message "God Remembers", "God Will Bless" and "The Appointed Time".
- Zechariah's message reminds us of Daniel and Revelation.  Four books in the Bible stand out as apocalyptic books ("to uncover or reveal"):  Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah & Revelation.  They all look into the future when God's kingdom will be established on earth.
- Zechariah has more prophecies about the Messiah than any other minor prophet. It speaks of Him as the Branch, God's servant, His triumphal entry, his betrayal for 30 pieces of silver, the piercing of His hands and feet and His return to the Mt. of Olives.
- There are 2 Old Testament references to the trinity in Zechariah: in 2:8, 9 the Lord of Hosts was sent by the Lord of Hosts and in 3:2 the Lord (Jesus) calls on the Lord (the Father) to rebuke Satan.
- In 2:12 we have the only place in the Bible Palestine is called the Holy Land.
- In 3:1-10 we have unquestionably the greatest single chapter in the Old Testa​ment on salvation.
- The Branch in the passage is Christ and He is called by this title in 4 Old Testament passages:

1.  The Branch of David (Is. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15) Cf. Matthew, who presents Him as King of the Jews.

2.  My servant the Branch (Zech. 3:8) Cf. Mark, who presents Him as the lowly servant.


3.  The Man whose name is the Branch (Zech. 6:12, 13) Cf. Luke, who presents Him as the Perfect Man.

4.  The Branch of Jehovah (Is. 4:2) Cf. John, who presents Him as the Mighty God. 
- Zechariah has 10 visions in one night: 1:7-6:8
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1. The man among the myrtle trees: (God's watch care over Israel)

2.  The four horns: (4 world powers which scattered Israel)

3. The four carpenters: (4 powers who overcome 4 world powers)

4.  The man with the measuring line: (Restoration of nation and city)

5.  Joshua the High Priest: (cleansing of Israel)

6.  The candlestick: (Israel filled with the Spirit enlightening the world)

7.  The 2 Olive trees: (Zerubbabel & Joshua pointing to Christ)

8.  The flying roll: (Rebuke of sin in the Word)

9.  The ephah: (revival of Babylon as commercial center)
           10.  The four chariots: (God's judgment on gentile nations)
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MALACHI
Book Number:  39 
Author:  Malachi
NOTE:  "Malachi" means "my messenger" cf. 3:1
Chapters:  4 




Verses:  55                   



 Words:  1,782 
Key Words:  "Wherein?"
Key Verse(s):  1:2; 6, 7; 2:17; 3:7, 8, 13
Key Subject(s):  Apostasy of the returned remnant, God's love, Day of the Lord 
Key Personalities:  Malachi, the priests and the people. 
People Addressed:  Returned remnant of Judah 
Problems Addressed:  Formalism (Phariseeism) and skepticism (Saduceeism)
Outline of the Book:
"The Plaintive of the Parting Prophet"
     I. Rebuke For Religious Declension: 1-2:9
    II. Rebuke For Social Debasement: 2:10-16
   III. Rebuke For Moral Deflection: 2:17-4:6
Christological Typology:  Christ seen as the Sun of Righteousness (4:2)
Applications & Comments:
- Malachi probably wrote after the days of Nehemiah.
NOTE:  
536 B.C. - 50,000+ return to Jerusalem under Cyrus' decree under Zerubbabel.  

534 B.C. - foundation of the temple laid.  


520 B.C. - temple building resumed under Haggai & Zechariah.  


516 B.C. - temple restoration completed (20 years).

445 B.C. - Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem as governor to rebuild the city.  


430 B.C. - Nehemiah returns after his visit to Artaxerxes.


-  ?  -
- Malachi’s prophetic ministry.
- Malachi issues the last call to God's people before the prophetic voice is silenced for 400 years.
- Malachi has been compared to the Apostle John:

Malachi wrote the last book in the Old Testament; John, the last book in the New Testament

Malachi refers to Christ as Sun of Righteousness; John, as Bright & Morning Star

Malachi ends his book with a warning; John, with a warning
- Malachi effectively uses the question and answer method of teaching. More questions are asked in this Old Testament book for its size than any other in the whole Bible - some 25.  -  Willmington
- The attitude of the people is reflected in the 7 "wherein's".  Malachi accuses them of various sins and the people's response was "wherein...?"  (See key verses above)
- Malachi's charge against them is four-fold:
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Religious:  They were guilty of profanity and sacrilege.

Moral:  They were guilty of sorcery, adultery, perjury, fraud and oppression. 

Social:  They were guilty of intermarriage, divorce, neglect of family responsibility.


Material: They were guilty of robbing God of His tithes and offerings
- Malachi levels his charges against the priests and then the people.
- In Malachi's day the Jews had been home from Babylon over 100 years - cured of idolatry, but prone to neglect God and his house.
- They had settled down to await the coming, promised Messiah. Malachi assures them he will come, but it will mean judgment for them.  (4:1)
- The book closes with a reference backward to Moses (4:4) and a promise forward to Elijah (4:5)
NOTE:  According to Christ this promise is fulfilled partially in John the Baptist but will be fulfilled literally by Elijah's return during the tribulation as one of the "two witnesses".
- At the end of the first book of the Old Testament we read of a "coffin" and at the last book we read of a "curse" indicating that, till then, all was failure. The New Testament opens and closes on a more positive note.  It opens with Christ's 1st advent and closes with his 2nd advent - grace triumphs!
- Even today when the rabbis read Malachi, they never end with that last verse -they close with v. 5 "Behold, I send you Elijah the prophet..."
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