WILL THERE BE HUMAN PROCREATION FOREVER IN ETERNITY?

    Rev chap 22 concerns the ETERNAL state of the saved, AFTER this earth is destroyed by fire, and a new heavens and earth are created. (The new heavens and earth are described in Isa 65:17, Isa 66:22, 2 Pet 3:13, and Rev Ch 21 & 22. Note that the old earth has a temple, a sun, and seas, and the New Earth has no temple, no sun, and no seas)

   Rev 22:1-5 says that God’s servants shall "reign forever and ever". 

   Rev 1:6 says God has made the church (the subjects of the passage) KINGS AND PRIESTS. KINGS RULE, and PRIESTS are GO-BE-TWEENS!

   This brings up the question "who will they reign over forever and ever"?

   I know the answer is "whoever God wants us to reign over", but God’s Word may give us some valuable insights into this question:

1. In Rev 21:1-5 and 24-26 and 22:2&14, AFTER the Great White Throne of Judgment, on the NEW EARTH, (no sea on the NEW EARTH in Rev 21:1) there are NATIONS of SAVED PEOPLE, with the KINGS of the EARTH walking in the light of the NEW JERUSALEM, bringing the glory and honor (reporting in) of the NATIONS into the New Jerusalem, and the Tree of Life is there to HEAL THE NATIONS, and God’s servants in the New Jerusalem have God’s name written in their foreheads and they REIGN for EVER and EVER. (Greek is "ages stacked on ages").

It is clear from Rev. 21:9&10, that the New Jerusalem is the home of the Church, the Bride of Christ:

Rev. 21:9 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God”.

   So, who are the Nations of the New Earth, who have Kings, and need “healing” and a “tree of life”, and who live outside the New Jerusalem and make periodic visits to it?

2. Isa 9:6&7 Says "Of the INCREASE of His GOVERNMENT there shall BE NO END." How can there be a never ending increase in His government?

   Just hold on to your hat and look at what we DO know:

   --- There are NATIONS of saved people in ETERNITY!

   --- The Home base for the Church is the New Jerusalem ! (Rev 21:9-27, Rev 19:7-10, 2 Cor 11:2)

   --- Yet, there are KINGS of the NATIONS reporting TO the New Jerusalem!

   --- God promises that the Church and Israel will REIGN over someone forever and ever!

   --- The GOVERNMENT of JESUS INCREASES FOREVER!

   --- A TREE OF LIFE in Rev 22:2&14 and the ONES WHO DO HIS COMMANDMENTS CAN COME INTO THE NEW JERUSALEM AND have a RIGHT to the TREE OF LIFE! (People in resurrection bodies don't need a tree of life OR healing!)

   --- There are rivers FLOWING, people COMING and GOING, Fruit GROWING, maturing every MONTH, all in Rev 22:1-14.

3. The only way I can see that this fits, is that at the end of the Millennium, there are billions of humans, and the unsaved are judged at the Great White Throne of Judgment and cast into the Lake of Fire, and God removes the remaining NATIONS OF SAVED HUMAN BEINGS from this earth, destroys it with fire, creates a New Heavens and New Earth, which is perfect and has no large bodies of water (no sea in Rev 21:1) and places the NATIONS of millions of saved people on the New Earth. The New Jerusalem is clearly home base for Jesus and his Bride the Church, and we co-reign with Jesus for the rest of eternity over ever increasing universes filled with an ever increasing population of human beings.

4. The promises to the Jews are ALWAYS (every where I have found) pertaining to the EARTH. But the promises to the church are to inherit ALL THAT GOD OWNS and REIGN AND RULE WITH HIM FOREVER.

  The Church was a MYSTERY, not known to the Old Testament prophets and is completed at the Rapture of the Church. (The Church Age is "the times of the GENTILES": Luke 21:24, Romans chap 11, esp verse 25, and a MYSTERY hid in Christ in Eph 1:9 and 3:1-11, Col 1:26, Rom 11:25, and 1 Cor 2:7&8.)

The Church is separate and distinct from the Old Testament Saints. The Church is the Bride of Christ, and only the New Testament Church is stated to inherit all things and to rule and reign with Christ forever and ever, over all that God owns. 

   In Isa 65:17, The NEW EARTH is promised to ISRAEL, NOT THE CHURCH. 

   Eze 37:25-27 Says "They (Israel) and their CHILDREN shall dwell in the LAND FOREVER. God will multiply them and set his sanctuary in their midst. In the LAND, FOREVER.

   Isa 60:21 Israel inherits the LAND FOREVER.

   Gen 17:8 Abraham promised the LAND FOREVER.

   Judah shall dwell FOREVER and Jerusalem FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.

   Matt 5:5 The JEWS, during the AGE of the JEW are told that the meek shall inherit the EARTH.

Do we have a Biblical example? YES!

5. In Gen 1:28 Adam and Eve are both created in the image of God and placed in the area on this earth where Jerusalem is today, with a river, a tree of life, and God walking and talking with them, and they are told to PROCREATE AND FILL THE EARTH! Before their sin and curse, and before pain in childbearing.

   Keep this in mind, and look at Rev chapters 21 & 22, where the subject is the ETERNAL STATE on the NEW EARTH, and there we see God’s people, with no curse, fellowshipping face to face with God, and there are NATIONS OF PEOPLE, and KINGS ruling over them, a river, and a tree of life to HEAL THE NATIONS. Amazingly similar.  

   God started human civilization on this earth when it was a perfect earth and perfect environment and perfectly suited for humans in the area on this earth where Jerusalem is today, with a river, a tree of life, and God walking and talking with them, and they are told to PROCREATE AND FILL THE EARTH, before sin and the curse, and before pain in childbearing. At the end of this earth, a new heavens and earth will be formed, and it certainly appears that God will bring the human race around, in full circle, back to the perfect condition of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. It sure looks like exactly the same thing, starting the world over with humans that live through the millennium, placed on the New Earth, with Jesus and His saved people in resurrection bodies ruling and reigning over them.

   Like Isa 9:6&7 Says : "Of the INCREASE of His GOVERNMENT there shall BE NO END."

           POSSIBLE OBJECTIONS TO THE IDEA OF PROCREATION IN ETERNITY:

1. Matt 22:30 states: In the RESURRECTION, we are as the angels, not marrying or giving in marriage.

Answer: In the RESURRECTION that’s true! The NATIONS of millions of saved human beings at the end of the millennium don't die but may be placed on the new earth to literally bring to pass all of the above scriptures! They are not in “resurrection bodies”.

2. 1 Cor 15:50 : "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God". 

Answer: I take “flesh and blood” here to mean "human effort or human genealogy", and we know that no one ever becomes a child of God by genealogy or human effort, it takes the regenerating power of God to make a person a part of the Kingdom of God. Think about it, we are “flesh and blood” right now, and we are in the “kingdom of God”. So, I see no objection to human procreation in the eternal state here either.

3. Rev 21:4 : No more death.

Answer: Adam and Eve had access to the tree of life, and were not going to die, until they sinned. The tree of life appears again in Rev 22:2 for the healing of the NATIONS. Apparently the nations of the saved human beings on the new earth will not die either. In Rev. 22:2, if everyone had a resurrection body, there would be no need for a “tree of life”, or “healing”, but they must be there, not for us, who are in resurrection bodies, but for the “nations”, who are apparently the millions of saved human beings who live through the Millennial Reign of Christ, and are transferred to the New Earth.

Rev. 22:1&2: “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, [was

there] the tree of life, which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded

her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for the healing of

the nations.

In 1 Cor 15:39&40, Paul states that there are many kinds of flesh on earth; animals, birds, fishes, and human beings, and there are also terrestrial bodies and celestial bodies. In verse 38, using the untold millions of types of plant seeds on earth as an example, he says "God giveth it a BODY AS IT HATH PLEASED HIM".

Is there any doubt that God could do the same with the millions or billions of his people, who are in human bodies at the end of the millennium and populate the universes through their procreation?
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