PERSIA IN PROPHECY  or
Iran in the Spotlight
TEXT:  Ezekiel 38

THESIS:  To attempt to highlight Iran’s part in the battle of Gog & Magog at to assign a time frame for the battle.

INTRO.:  A.  Whenever you read “Persia” in your Bible, think “Iran;” it is the same country.  In our day Iran is in the spotlight.  With its new president Mahoud Ahmadjinedad, a militant Islamist Jihadist with a Messianic view of his part in world history, we are living in exciting days as far as Bible prophecy is concerned.  

               B.  We are going to look at the overall battle of Gog & Magog, but especially focus on Iran (Persia) and how it relates to Israel and the world’s future.

I.  THE DEADLY BEAR:  (Russia & N. European Powers)

A.  The Bear is in Hibernation:



1.  Russia has been humiliated and presently is lying somewhat dormant.



2.  However, God is not done with her and her place is prominent in prophecy.


B.  The Bear is Awakening:



1.  She is a major player in arming Iran and Syria against Israel.


2.  She is selling massive amounts of weapons to these nations who hate Israel.



3.  She still has nuclear power at her disposal and can market them to whoever offers 



the highest price, or to whoever lines up with her political and military agenda.



4.  She is identified in Ez. 38 as the “land of Magog” with her “prince” being “Gog.” 



(Meshech and Tubal are seen to be Moscow and Tobolsk in Russia).



5.  She will move down through Syria to attack Israel.

II.  THE DANGEROUS TRIO:  (Persia [Iran], Ethiopia, Libya)

A.  An Islamic Federation:



1.  Israel is surrounded by Muslim neighbors who are dedicated to her extermination.



2.  The target of all these nations is the tiny state of Israel – along with Iraq, Saudi 



Arabia, Egypt, et. al.


B.  An Ungodly Alliance:


1.  Along with these nations Germany (Gomer) and the area of the old Assyrian 




empire which included Iraq (Togarmah) will all focus on destroying Israel. 



2.  We will attempt to identify the time frame for this climactic battle of Gog & Magog 



shortly.

TRANS.:  But for now our focus will be on Persia or Iran.  The reasons will become obvious…

III.  THE DAMASCUS DUO:  (Syria & Iran)
ILLUS.:  The new “Hitler” threatening Israel and the world has joined an alliance with Syria.  This “Damascus (capital of Syria) Duo” are Ahmadinejad, Pres. of Iran and Assad, Pres. of Syria.  After some of his most inflammatory statements about Israel and nuclear weapons, Ahmadinejad sought refuge in the embrace of his friend Assad.  Syria stands with Iran as a state sponsor of terrorism and hater of Israel.

                 Our shadow is not us.  But when you see my shadow you know that I am nearby.  In the same way coming events often cast their shadows before them.  Future events are casting their shadows right now.  No where are they more evident than in the mid-east.  Iran is casting its dark shadow on the world stage now.  When we look at shadows, we must remember that the substance cannot be far behind.
                 The trinity of Israel, terror and oil have grabbed the world’s headlines and caused the spotlight to shine on the Mid-east and especially on Iran.  Iran is the very center of the spotlight right now because of her sponsorship of terror, pursuit of nuclear weapons, hated of Israel,  and the oil factor!


A.  Ahmadinejad & Assad:



1.  Together the Damascus Duo are a menace to the Israel, the Middle East and the 



world.



2.  Although the battle of Gog & Magog is likely to take place somewhere near the 



first half of the Tribulation Period, we could be seeing the beginnings of that 



“time of Jacob’s trouble”  now.  
ILLUS.:  Israel will be dwelling in “peace and safety” due to the Antichrist’s 7 year peace treaty.

Ezekiel 38:8  After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them.

Ezekiel 38:11   And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,




If the armies of Russia and her Islamic allies are wiped out in Israel some time before the mid-point of the Tribulation, there would be a massive power vacuum and a dramatic shift in the balance of power that would allow the Antichrist to ascend to world domination as predicted in Rev. 13.  
                 This view also permits the prophesied burning of weapons for seven years and the burying of dead bodies for seven months. Ezek. 39:9-16. (Compare the 1295 days and the 1335 days of Dan. 12:11,12.  Added together and divided by 360 prophetic days = 7 prophetic years.)



Then at the very end of the Tribulation Period the great Battle of Armageddon would begin and end dramatically with the Savior coming to destroy all those assembled against Israel.  He could then set up His Millennial reign with the remnant of Israel all saved and the resurrected saints ruling with Him.

B.  The Coming Mahdi (Islamic Messiah):

       1.  Ahmadinejad is a Shiite Muslim who is deeply committed to an Islamic Messianic 



figure known as the Mahdi (Arabic for “rightly guided one”), 
sometimes referred 

           to as the Hidden Imam.



2.  This Mahdi or spiritual leader is the key figure in Islamic prophecy.

ILLUS.:  As mayor of Tehran, Iran, Ahmadinejad led in the building of a $17 million grand avenue in the city to prepare for the coming of the Mahdi. This avenue leads to the Jamkaran mosque, which is a popular pilgrimage site where Muslims come to drop messages in a well where they believe the Hidden Imam is hiding. 


3.  According to Islamic teaching he will return near the end of the world & rule 



    the earth for 7 years, bringing about the Final Judgment and end of the 




    world.

QUESTION:  Could it be that the Islamic expectation of a messiah who will rule for 7 years would set them up for the acceptance of such a leader who will make a 7 yr. peace treaty, as prophesied in Dan. 9:27?  (This could also explain the removal of the Islamic Mosque, the Dome of the Rock, or “The Mosque of Omar.”  More important to Muslims is the Al Aqsa Mosque on the Temple Mount.  This would make way for the rebuilding of the Temple where Antichrist will set himself up to be worshipped as God.)


4.  Ahmadinejad believes that the return of the Hidden Imam is only 2 years away!



5.  He is motivated by an apocalyptic, end-of-days Messianic vision that gives him 




a sense of divine destiny.



6.  He believes that he can hasten the Mahdi’s coming by plunging the world into a 


     final worldwide holocaust.



7.  This is why he is bent on developing nuclear weapons.
NOTE:  No one believed Hitler when he wrote Mein Kampf when he threatened genocide against the Jews and world domination.  Perhaps we had better listen to the rantings of this new Hitler!
QUOTE:  “The world that rejected the Light of the World will gladly embrace the Prince of Darkness.  The world that crucified the Prince of Peace will hail the Beast out of the Sea.  The world that couldn’t tolerate the presence of the Holy One or the Son of Man will welcome the Man of Sin.”  Hitchcock, Iran the Coming Crisis

CONCL.:  The battle of Gog & Magog is no doubt looming on the horizon and Iran plays a major part in the days leading up to it.  Could Amhadinejad be the Antichrist?  Could we be living in the days just preceding the Rapture and the Tribulation?  Are we seeing the shadows of these exciting biblical events NOW?  “Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus!”

