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"GET READY FOR REVIVAL!"


TEXT: Josh. 7:13





THESIS: To attempt to isolate the major prerequisite to revival.





INTRO: A. God is sovereign and sends revival to His people as He chooses.  But He is not cap-ricious and does not act on a whim.  He usually moves in response to man's need and when man meets His requirements.  There seems to be a definight pattern and a basic prerequisite to His sending revival in the Script. There is something without which He will NOT send revival and something that always seems to precede it.





               B. Over and over God commands His people to do this one basic, fundamental thing and then and only then does He send revival. Two simple words summarize this biblical prerequisite: "SANCTIFY YOURSELVES...!"





I.  THIS IS A DEMAND NOT AN OPTION:





    A.   God Loves His Children:





Titus 2:14  


Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.





1. God didn't create nor save us simply for us to go to heaven nor that we enjoy His blessings, joy and peace.


2. God mainly wants us for Himself, that we may praise Him, adore Him, magnify Him, fellow-ship with Him and become the object of His great love.


          3.   This is why we are commanded to do everything to His glory.





I Cor. 10:31  


Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 





    B.   God Is Jealous For His Children:





ILLUS: This is jealousy in the positive, not negative sense.  No wife wants to share her deep love for her husband with a prostitute, a stranger, a friend or even a sister!  She is jealous and wants him exclusively for herself.  He is free to love his mother, his children, his sisters, brothers and even his friends, but not on the same level.





Ex. 34:14  


For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: 





         1.   Whatever causes our love for Him to be diminished or distracted, He is jealous over.


2.   He has made us for Himself and redeemed us for Himself so He wants us for Himself and 


desires that we separate from anything that detracts from His praise, glory and fellowship.





a.   Fellowship with unbelievers or the wrong crowd takes away from our fellowship with Him.





ILLUS: A wife doesn't mind sharing her husband to a limited extent, but when she goes to bed at night she doesn't want him elsewhere!





b.   Poor health hinders us from serving Him and fellow shipping with Him as we should, so He expects us to separate from whatever will destroy our health; besides our body is His temple and He doesn't want to share His home with anything we love more than Him!





ILLUS: God separated the firstborn, then later the Levites to Himself.  He told them they would have not inheritance with the other Israelites and that He would be their inheritance.  God wanted to be all they needed.  Not only was He all they needed, but they were all He needed!  He wanted them exclusively so He could be all they needed and He could find His all in them.  Today we are His priesthood!





II. THIS IS A PREREQUISITE NOT A REQUEST:





NOTE: To put it another way, this is a necessity not a luxury!  If we want to be all we can be for His glory because He loves us, we must separate ourselves or sanctify ourselves exclusively for Him!  If we expect revival... His power and blessings...we must be clean!





    A.   Before God Will Reveal Himself We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





Ex. 19:10-11  


10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 


11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.





           1.   God is about to give Israel His Law.


           2.   God is about to show Himself in His majesty and power to Israel.


           3.   God demands that they be clean before coming into His presence.





    B.   Before God Will Provide We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





Num. 11:18  


And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.





    C.   Before God Will Do Wonders We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





Joshua 3:5  


And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 





           1.   The Israelites were standing at the bring of entering the Prom. Land.


           2.   God is about to part the waters of the Jordan River, but first His people must be clean!





    D.   Before God Will Give Victory We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





Joshua 7:13  


Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you.





    E.   Before God Will Fellowship With Us We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





I Chr. 15:12  


And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it. 





           1.   The Ark was symbolic of God's presence.


           2.   Before the Ark can be returned the people must be clean.





    F.   Before God Will Send Revival We Must Sanctify Ourselves:





1.   There are 2 great revivals recorded in the Old Testament in the period of the Kings of Israel.


2.   A terrible apostasy under King Ahaz was followed by a great revival under King Hezekiah, but before God sends it the people must be satisfied:





II Chr. 29:5  


And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place. 





ILLUS: America needs revival!  The church needs revival!  We need revival!  Voting is important but we will not be saved at the ballot box.  Special services are important but we will not be revived by them.  The homosexual problem is great but the problem in the church and in our lives is sin. The drug problem is not America's problem, lack of revival among Christians is the real problem.


         God wasn't looking for 10 saved people in Sodom, He was looking for 10 righteous people!  If America is too be spared, God's people must be cleansed.  If the church is to have an impact on the world, God's people must be sanctified.  If our homes are to be salvaged, God's people must be separated!





3. Another apostasy under Manasseh and Amon and God raised up the boy-king Josiah to bring revival, but first the people must be sanctified.





II Chr. 35:6  


So kill the passover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, that they may do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses. 





CONCL: The only way to "GET READY FOR REVIVAL" is through a purging of sin in the church and in our homes and lives!  Sanctification and separation is the only answer!  Revival will not come as long as we hold back anything from a Jealous God!

















"RX FOR REVIVAL"


or "BEWARE SPIRITUAL SUBSTITUTES"





TEXT: I Sam. 4:1-11





THESIS: To reveal 6 spiritual mistakes leading to failure and defeat and 7 spiritual truths leading to real revival.





INTRO: A. Did you ever wonder why there are so many "Christian" denominations and churches?  If the Lord only founded one true church how can we have so many abberations and counterfeits?  The problem is "spiritual substitutes."   Men have substituted Superstition for the Bible, Tradition for the Script.   Ritual for Real Worship, Knowledge for the Holy Spirit, Religion for Christ and Activity for Spirituality.





                B. Israel gives us a prime example of these spiritual substitutes in the text.  Israel was backslidden.  Eli, the High Priest had turned his back on God.  His 2 sons, Hophni and Phineas, were guilty of open immorality within the very doorways of the Temple.  The lamp of God within the Temple which God had ordered should burn continuously was allowed to go out.  (I Sam. 3:3)





NOTE: The lamp of God represents the continuous incandescence of the Holy Spirit glowing within in each Christian's body, the latter Temple of God.





TRANS: Let's look at Israel's mistakes and God's "RX FOR REVIVAL" as we consider 6 SPIRITUAL MISTAKES WHICH EQUAL DEFEAT and then 7 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS    WHICH EQUAL REVIVAL.





I.  6 SPIRITUAL MISTAKES = DEFEAT





NOTE: Israel had lost a major battle to the Philistines and 4000 men had been killed (4:2).  Knowing it was God's presence upon the Ark which had previously made Israel mighty in battle, the elders of Israel decided the solution was to take the Ark with them into battle (v.3).  The wicked sons of Eli consent and take the Ark out of the darkened Temple (v.4).





    A.   Substituting the Visible for the Invisible:  V.3





           1.   Instead of seeking the God of the Ark they sough the Ark of God.





NOTE: The Ark only represented the presence of God, it was not the actuality of His presence.  They mistook what they could see for the One they could not see.


       Like Israel we don not NATURALLY seek the Lord or spiritual things.  We will do any outward duty or external rite, but refuse to do what alone will suffice: seek the Lord Himself.  Instead of getting right with God, we, like Israel, devise some superstitious means of getting the victory.





            2.   They made the Ark an object of worship and trust.  v.3





                  a.   They had even convinced the Philistines.  v.6-7


                  b.   The Ark was feared instead of the Lord.





ILLUS: Some folks fool others by their outward, pious religious devotion and spiritual lang-uage.  But they don't fool God and ultimately only fool themselves.





    B.   Substituting Office for Character: v.4





           1.   Instead of calling on God they sought out the priests.


           2.   These priests were not even moral let alone spiritual.


           3.   Because they are in Aaron's line, they trusted Hophni and Phineas.





ILLUS: The blind man may wear a badge and carry a certificate that says he is a registered guide, but will you be saved from the ditch if you follow him and trust his credentials?





    C.   Substituting Enthusaism for Faith: v.5





           1.   They shouted but had nothing to shout about!


           2.   Faith in God often produces enthusiasm, but enthusiasm is not to be equated with faith.





ILLUS: The sects withthe most enthusiasm are often those with the least truth or spirituality.  That which makes the most noise gets the most attention, but is not necessarily of God.  The Word without the Spirit produces dead orthodoxy.  The Spirit without the Word produces excitement without sound doctrine.   Zeal coupled with knowledge is the proper marriage.





    D.   Substituting Novelty for Scriptural Order: v.5-7





           1.   They placed their trust in this new method of fighting.





NOTE: There is glamour in novelty.  Often we think the newer is the truer. Like the NEW ASV or the NEW Intl. Version, etc.  But newness is without merit on its own.  That which is old is usually tested and true.





           2.   They even had their enemies fooled for a while.  v.7





    E.   Substituting Ritual for Spirituality: v.5





           1.   But God must be worshipped inwardly, not externally.


           2.   The Lord wants "living sacrifices" not dead rituals.





ILLUS: A dead thing must never be brot to the altar.  Israel never offered fish on the altar because they could not bring it there alive.  The sacrifice mjust be alive and its life-blood poured out warm at the altar.





    F.   Substituting Orthodoxy for Salvation: v.7





          1.   They missed the whole point of the Ark and Temple.


          2.   They assumed the Lord of the Ark was in the camp, but it was only the Ark of the Lord.





ILLUS: The doctrine of Christ and the tenets of Christianity are like the beautiful tomb of the rich man Christ was buried in.  Without Him it is only left with graveclothes ... the trapping of the dead.  v.10-11


II. 7 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS = REVIVAL  WHEN GOD COMES INTO THE CAMP...





    A.   God's Word Comes Alive:





    B.   Prayer Becomes Exciting:





ILLUS: God's Word and prayer are two of the dullest exercises in a carnal Christian's life.  The Book of God is closed and the heavens are as brass.  Like the Israelites, you can shout all day long in public, but God will not minister thru His Word or prayer except on His terms.  The Lamp of God, His Word, will "go out" if we become carnal and worldly.  The sacred Dove will not come to a foul nest.  There must be a purgine and cleansing first. We must deal harshly with sin in our lives and in the church.





    C.   Sinners Are Saved:





    D.   Saints Are Encouraged:





    E.   Faith Becomes Daring:





           1.   Alabaster Boxes get broken!


           2.   New vision is imparted to God's work and workers.





    F.   Service is Energized:





          1. When service becomes drudgery you need revival.


          2. When you get revived, service will be energized by God's Spirit.





    G.   Worship Becomes Joyful:





           1.   The services at church haven't changed, you have.


           2.   The excitement is still there, but it is gone from your life, until you get revived.





CONCL:  Unless we are careful "the Lamp of God" will go out here.  God will not stay in the camp with sin, backsliding, fightings, etc.   The Lamp of God is sputtering and flickering today in the church.  Only you and I can prevent its going out by being watchful in our lives. Unsaved, the "Lamp of God" is symbolic of the presence of God thru the Holy Spirit.  You have no light in you till He comes in.  Invite Him to come in NOW.








"BEYOND REVIVAL TO VICTORY"


TEXT: Judges 6-7





THESIS: To show that there is more to living for God than being revived, God wants us to experience victory.





INTRO: A. When thinking of the subject of Victory, I tried to narrow it down in my thinking of Bible battles to what may be the greatest battle and subsequent victory of all: Gideon's battle against the Midianights and how he won the victory.  The story is a classic and it is recorded for "our admonition and learning.


              B. Our subject is "BEYOND REVIVAL TO VICTORY" and implies that there is more to living for God and pleasing Him than merely being revived; God wants His people to experience victory.  You may have revival with out victory, but you cannot experience victory with at least some measure of revival.





ILLUS: Many believers read God's Word, pray and even witness with some success and thus experience a measure of revival, but their personal lives may lack victory over besetting sins, the flesh, Satanic attack, etc.  Though God prefers to use a clean vessel, He may use whatever He has.





TRANS: Gideon went "BEYOND REVIVAL TO VICTORY"...





I.  A PROGRAM FOR REVIVAL:





    A.   Humble Your Heart:  v.11-15





NOTE: Israel is in it's "Dark Ages"; there is no open revelation from God, there is no Moses or Joshua providing leadership, the enemies of God and God's people are encamped nearby and they are virtual slaves to them because of their sin.  Israelites were in hiding.  cf. v.1-2  Gideon was defeated and discouraged and God sends His angel to speak this humble, fearful farmer.. v.11-12





           1.   Long for Victory: v.13  "where are all His miracles?"


           2.   Build an Altar: v.26-30





a.   After Gideon was assured this messenger was from God, then he built an altar and began to worship.


                 b. Building an altar is a spiritual activity and will meet with opposition.





NOTE: Perhaps you have tried to have a consistent devotional life, but have failed again and again.  Something is lacking.  What is it?





           3.   The Holy Spirit must be active.





    B.   Reduce Your Resources: v.2   "the people are too many"





ILLUS: Gideon started with 22,000 troops and thought they were too many.  God narrowed his army down to 300. Perhaps you are to intellectual for God to use, or too full of pride, or maybe you have too much money or too many nice things.


        God says if you become spiritual using these resources you will get the glory that belongs to Him.





    C.   Face Your Foes: v.12  "like grasshoppers for multitude..."





          1.   Accept the odds: "...without number"





ILLUS: Realize that you are no match for the world, flesh, Satan, his hordes of demons or even your circumstances.  You are up against insuperable odds and there is no chance of victory no matter how hard you "try"!





           2.   Believe the dream: v.15


ILLUS: You and God can beat the odds.  God was in this dream.  The Lord had sent Gideon into the enemies camp, with his servant as a witness.  He directed him to a specific man's tent, timed his arrival so he arrived when the man woke up and was explaining his dream to his companion and protected Gideon so he was not observed, recognized or captured while in the enemies camp!   The enemy even gave Gideon the interpretation of the dream! v.14





           3.   Worship the Lord: v.15





TRANS: Once you do these things you have experienced revival and are prepared to go "BEYOND REVIVAL TO VICTORY"...





II. PLAN FOR VICTORY:  v.19-22





NOTE: This is one of the strangest "battles" in history.  The enemy has greater numbers, all the weapons and the psychological advantage.  Gideon's pitiful 300 have only horns, lamps and pitchers!  But it is God's Plan for Victory and is therefore guaranteed to be successful.  Here is the PLAN FOR VICTORY...





    A.   Blow the Trumpet:   (Witnessing)





Is. 58:1  


Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their trans-gression, and the house of Jacob their sins. 





I Cor. 14:8  


For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? 





NOTE: It is not OUR trumpet we are to blow, but the Lord's!  We are to be sure we give a "certain sound" by using His Word, and be bold in showing people their sins.  No Christian can be victorious who does not witness.





    B.   Break the Pitcher:  (Don't trust the flesh)





           1.   Note that it is the trumpet (God's Word) which breaks the pitcher!


           2.   We must allow God to show us that "the flesh profiteth nothing" until it is broken.  Paul’s 


thorn in the flesh.)





    C.   Lift the Light: (Positive Testimony)





Mt. 5:16  


Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 





          1.   To have the victory, you must live clean and keep your light shining.


          2.   Your clean life will do more to influence souls than any other single thing.





NOTE: It was customary to have one bugler and one light bearer for each company of troops.  So when the trumpets sounded and the lights were exposed in the middle of the night the enemy thought they were surrounded with a gigantic army.  Gideon also had the psycho-logical advantage of the dream of the Midianight soldier about the "sword of Gideon"!


    D.   Shout the Victory: (Unwavering Trust)





           1.   God wants us to believe we are on the Victory side.


           2.   We need to place our unwavering trust in His power to deliver us.





    E.   Trust In the Sword: (God's Word and Power)





NOTE: Gideon did not go into battle with a sword.  Gideon was armed instead with the "Sword of the Lord" and it became his!  "The sword of the Lord and Gideon"!





    F.   Stand Your Ground:  (Uncompromising Position)  v.21





ILLUS: The military might of the Spartans was legendary.  An visiting emissary was sur-prised to see no massive walls or fortresses surrounding the town.  The King of Sparta said come tomorrow and I will show you the walls of Sparta."  The next day he led his guest to the palin where the army was standing in battle array.  Pointing proudly to his soldiers who stood fearlessly in place he said, "Behold the walls of Sparta - 10,000 men and EVERY MAN A BRICK."


        The weakness in the Lord's army is that so few stand their ground.  Gideon did and the result was confusion in the enemy's camp.  They ended up doing Gideon's and God's work for them.  v.22  Victory is possible if you follow the plan.





CONCL: Why not go today "BEYOND REVIVAL TO VICTORY"?  Follow Gideon's simple formula for spiritual success.  Revival first, then victory.








"MAKING A COMEBACK"


TEXT: Jer. 3:22  


Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God. 





THESIS: To reveal a step-by-step plan for restoration to spirituality for those who are backslidden or those who will be.





INTRO: A. It is better and easier to maintain something than to try to restore, reclaim or rebuild it.  But everything left to itself tends to disorder, decay and death, never to organization, order or life!  Thus evolution is a myth; nothing improves itself, builds itself or cleans itself, by it's self!  This is a scientific law.





ILLUS: Therefore the dirty dishes you left in the sink will not wash themselves nor put themselves away.  The brakes on your car will get worse not better.  So with the spiritual!  Unless you constantly work at it you WILL backslide... no one ever slides forward or falls upward.  No one stays spiritual by accident.  WE BACKSLIDE NATURALLY, we must constantly work at being spiritual.





                 B. The greatest part of my ministry is spent trying to keep Christians from backsliding.  The greatest burden I have is to see one-time spiritual giants degenerate into spiritual midgets.  It is heartbreaking to see teens who were soul-winners become worldly and carnal; to see adults who were "on fire" become burned-out believers; to see families who served the Lord together fragment and lose out on God's blessings.





TRANS: This message will give you a four-fold formula for "MAKING A COMEBACK"





I.  RECALL YOUR FORMER SPIRITUAL CONDITION:  II Pet. 1:10-13





    A.   Remember the Conditions of the Past:





          1.   What were the circumstances that fostered your spirituality?


          2.   What were the conditions which prevailed to keep you close to God?





                 a.   Trials and testings?





ILLUS: The man had cancer.  He and his wife lived on their knees for months, fellowshipped with God's people in dependence...carried that burden day and night, prayed thru the long nights, wept together, served and loved God together.  Now cured.  No more burden, tears, prayers, fellowship or service.


   Even stopped Bible reading and coming to church!   But God is not a fire dept. to call only when the house is on fire or an insurance police to use when death threatens.





                 b.   Problems and poverty?





ILLUS:  A couple start a business and have very little.  They struggle and work day and night together.  Finally success!  They drift apart and no longer need the Lord.  Plenty of friends, money, success now...who needs God?


         Like the man on the roof of a high-rise.  He begins to slide off and prays: "Oh God, save me...HELP!"   Suddenly he stops...his trousers got caught on a nail.  He says "Never mind God, I can make it on my own now!"





    B.   Reflect on the Means to Spirituality in the Past:





           1.   Were burdens and blight God permitted the key to past spirituality?


           2.   Were hearache and heartbreak God allowed the secret of past spirit.?





ILLUS: Blades on the wings of jet planes: "vortex generators."  When the air is too smooth the plane cannot fly well or safely.  The blades create turbulence.  Sometimes we "fly better" with a little turbulence.


        I would not trade our days in school and in that lst church with all the turbulence and testings!  They taught us dependence on God and kept us close to Him.





II. REPEAT YOUR FORMER SPIRITUAL ACTIVITY: Rev. 2:2-5a





    A.   Replicate What You Did That Made You What You Were:





    B.   Duplicate The Circumstances That Made You Spiritual Then :





ILLUS:  It wasn't really the burden or problem that made you spiritual nor the losing of the burden or problem that caused you to backslide.  It was the CHANGE from the circumstances that led to your backsliding.





           1.   Recreate the former circumstances as much as possible.


           2.   Reconstruct the former conditions as closely as possible.





                 a.   What time did you get out of bed then?


                 b.   When did you read your Bible then?


                 c.   Where did you sit in services then?





ILLUS: Those sitting down front in services now will backslide if they change their seating.  Same for those in the back!  Determine to sit where you sat when God was blessing you and you were in fellowship with Him.





                 d.   What spiritual service were you engaged in then?





ILLUS: If you were in the Bus Ministry then...get back in!  If you were coming to prayer mtg. then...come back!  If you were going soul-winning... do it again!





                 e.   What was your trial or burden then?





NOTE: If tragedy or a broken heart kept you close to God...then you need to have a broken heart all the time.  You have 3 choices:





          1.   Ask God to repeat the tragedy or burden,


          2.   Backslide...or...


          3.   Find someone with a similar burden and get under theirs!


       (If our hearts ache as much for other's problems as for our problems, we can stay spiritual.)





III. REPENT OF YOUR PRESENT BACKSLIDING: Rev. 2:5b





    A.   Acknowledge Your Carnality:





           1.   You must be willing to admit your failures.


           2.   You must be willing to identify your sins.


           3.   You must be willing to confess your coldness.





    B. Condemn Your Worldliness:





ILLUS: What is hindering your spirituality?  Too much association with the world?  Wrong music?  Too much TV?  Wrong reading matter? Wrong crowd?  Bad language?  Poor Attitude?  Bitter spirit?  Jealousy?  Pride?  Covetousness? Greed?  Envy?  Gluttony?  Laziness?  Label it, confess it and forsake it!





IV. RETURN TO YOUR FORMER SPIRITUAL STATUS:  Luke 15:17-24





    A.   The Path to Your Return Is Simple:


           1.   Recall your former spirituality.


           2.   Repeat your former spiritual activity.


           3.   Repent of your present backsliding.





    B.   The Obstacles to Your Return Are Satanic:





           1.   He will use your pride: ("I am O.K. - no problem!")


           2.   He will use your peers: ("What will others think?")


           3.   He will use psychology: ("I must be spiritual...everything is going well.")





CONCL: RECALL with joy the former times of spirituality; the excitement of spiritual service and fruitful activity.  REPEAT that spiritual activity and again experience the thrill of a life lived to please the Lord and be an example to others.  REPENT over lost spirituality and opportunity.  Put away the sin of procrastination and do something about your condition NOW!   RETURN to your former spiritual status by recreating the conditions or substituting others. "MAKE A COMEBACK!"





         Unsaved, you cannot experience spirituality with a dead spirit.  You can't make a come-back, you just need to come to Him.








"RUNNING ON EMPTY"





TEXT: Eph. 5:18





THESIS: To present sound doctrinal teaching on the fullness of the Spirit.





INTRO: A. I was driving on back roads enjoying the scenery on my way to visit a nursing home patient.  I was suddenly startled by the computer voice in my car reminding me "Your fuel is low."  I looked at the fuel guage and the red light was lit and the digital indicator showed I was nearly empty.  My main concern was no longer the scenery, but how far away from a gas station I was.  The further I drove "RUNNING ON EMPTY" the more concerned I became.





               B. You cannot drive a car with an empty fuel tank, but many believers think they can live for the Lord while "RUNNING ON EMPTY".  The problem is that we often think we are filled with the Spirit when we are really "RUNNING ON EMPTY."  It would be great if we had a Spirit-guage similar to a gas guage to show us just how full or empty we are at a glance.  This message, while not a simple "at-a-glance" guage, will hopefully help you keep from "RUNNING ON EMPTY" by giving you valuable Biblical information on the fullness of the Spirit...





I.  THE COMPARISON:  "not drunk...filled"





NOTE: Three times the Bible speaks of Spirit-filling and drunkenness together.





Luke 1:15  


For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 





Acts 2:15-17  


15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.


16   But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;


17   And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh...





Eph. 5:18  


And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 


    A.   Controlled By Another Power:





           1.   A drunk is controlled by the booze or "spirits" he drinks.


           2.   A Christian is supposed to be controlled by the Holy Spirit.





ILLUS: A shy, timid, backward man can be turned into a talkative, loud-mouth when he gets drunk.   A backward, timid believer who gets filled with the Spirit can become a bold, brave witness for the Lord.  (This is exactly what happened at Pentecost.)





    B.   Changed Into Another Person:





ILLUS: The drunk was pulled over for speeding.  The State Policeman wrote him a ticket for $50 and said "You can pay it now or come to court."  The drunk handed him a $100 bill.  The policeman handed him back $50.00 change but the drunk said "Just keep it.  I'm coming back thru here in a few minutes and I don't want you slowing me down." This drunk wouldn't have talked like that if he had been sober - he would have been scared to death.


        Another drunk in a hotel room with a friend, believed he could fly and jumped out of second story window to fly around the block.  He ended up in the hospital with a broken leg, bandages everywhere and his face stitched up.


       His friend went to visit him and he asked him "Why did you let me do that?"  He answered "I thought you could fly!"  Both of them were drunk.  What we need are some Spirit-filled believers who believe they can do the impossible - and do it - with the power of God!





II. THE COMMAND:   "..be filled..."





    A.   Not Positional: (But Practical)





1.   Nowhere in Script. are we commanded to be indwelt by the Spirit, sealed, or baptized: they are all positional.


           2.   We are commanded to be filled: that is not positional but practical.





ILLUS:  If you come to my house for dinner and my wife fixes a big meal and I say "Sit down and be filled."  If you leave without being filled, it is your fault! God says: "Be filled" - if you continue "RUNNING ON EMPTY" it is your fault!  Most of the trouble in churches and Christian homes is that too many of us are "RUNNING ON EMPTY!"  Christians are not obeying the command.





    B.   Not Optional:





           1.   The correct response to a command is simple obedience.


Obedience brings blessing; the remainder of this chapter thru 6:10 show how Spirit-filled 


people live!





ILLUS: Spirit-filled believers sing (v.19), are thankful (v.20), are submissive (v.20ff), have happy homes, serve the Lord, experience unity, work diligently, children obey parents and do God's will.





III. THE CONDITIONS:





    A.   Thirsting:





John 7:37-39  


37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.


38   He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.


39   (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 





1.   The prime reason many believers do not have the fullness of the Spirit is that they just are not thirsty enough!


          2.   We must get to the place where we just must have His fullness!





ILLUS: Uncle Buddy Robinson was an old-time preacher who believed in the power of God which comes with Spirit fullness.  In a sermon he spoke of the man Jesus touched to heal his blindness.  Jesus said: "What do you see?"  He said "I see men walking like trees."  He needed the second blessing.  The Lord touched him the second time and said "Now, what do you see?"  And the man said "I see all men clearly."


        The old timers often referred to Spirit-fullness as the "second blessing."  We argue over the right expression and die for a lack of the experience!





    B.   Believing:  (cf. John 7:39 above)





    C.   Asking:





Luke 11:13  


If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 





James 4:2  


Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.





IV. THE CONSEQUENCES:





    A.   Power With People:





1.   Asking must be for the right reason, not just "to consume it on your lusts" - not for selfish reasons.


       	2.   Why not ask for His power so you can be a better witness?





ILLUS: The Charasmatics want it to speak in tongues.  The word witness is used 33 times in the book of Acts.  They only spoke in tongues 3 times to witness!





NOTE: Concerning Spirit fullness with John the Baptist God's Word is very clear:





Luke 1:15-16  


15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.


16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 





ILLUS: The most important thing at Pentecost was the message and the 3000 saved not the tongues.  They were secondary and incidental. That is like my bringing you a million dollars in a brown paper bag and you dumping out the million and running thru the house shouting over the paper bag.  You are more interested in the vehicle that brot it to you than what came to you in the vehicle.  Curtis Hutson





    B.   Power in Prayer:





CONCL: Far too many of God's people are "RUNNING ON EMPTY" when the Lord wants - even commands - that we are to be filled with His Spirit.  Aren't you tired of "RUNNING ON EMPTY?"  Why not get filled today?








"EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT"


or   "TALK IS CHEAP!"





TEXT: I John 3:14-18





THESIS: Love is the evidence which separates the true from the false believer.





INTRO:  A. In a courtroom hard evidence as opposed to circumstantial evidence or hearsay is much more convincing.  The weapon with the defendants fingerprints is more compelling evidence than a witness who says the defandant was with him at the time of the crime.





     B. So too in a church...certain Biblical evidences are more compelling than a person's "testimony" as to the genuineness of his or her faith.  As v.18 declares "TALK IS CHEAP!"  It is one thing to say you have love for others and another to demonstrate it by your actions.  Our text presents "EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT" concerning a person's testimony as to the validity or phoniness of their profession of faith in Christ.  You will be the jury AND the defendant in this "trial".  You can decide on a logical and scriptural verdict as you weigh the evidence...





I.  EVIDENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH:   v.14-15





    A.   Exhibit A: Love Proves Life v.14





          1.   The believer has new life and with that new life comes a new love.


          2.   This new love is the tangible evidence that we are new creatures.





ILLUS: Before I was saved I couldn't stand the "fanatics" who called themselves "born-again believers".  I had no problem with "church members" but had no tolerance for the real thing.   When I got saved that was basically reversed.  I found out that the real hypocrites are the Sunday-go-to-meeting crowd, not the Bible believers.  The Bible Toters and Bible Quoters became by brothers!





a.   According to this verse if we look within and find no "love for the brethren" we are yet "dead in trespasses and sins."


b.   It is not our doctrine, nor our ability, nor even some special gift of the Spirit, but our love for the brethren which God makes as a test of our new life in Christ.





ILLUS: How do you view other Christians?  Some are more mature than others.  Do you make allowances for them?  Some don't believe exactly like you... We do not expect a baby to live and act like a grown man or woman.  We must likewise give time for growth in the things of God.  The Savior loves them, so should we!





    B.   Exhibit B: Hate Proves Death   v.15





1. John has earlier given a classic Biblical illustration of brotherly hate in v.11-12 using physical brothers: Cain and Abel.


          2.   Everything hinges on who your "daddy" is...the Lord or the Devil.   cf. v.10





ILLUS: It should not surprise us that the world has no tolerance for us. They are just doing what comes naturally, i.e. what springs from their old nature.





3.   John equates hatred with murder, because murder has its origin in hatred; all who hate are capable of killing and are potential murderers.





ILLUS: Genuinely saved people do not commit murder!  This one verse explains the increase in murders in our society.  As we approach the end of the age Satan is prompting his children to carry out the hatred in their hearts.





WHAT IS THE VERDICT?  DO YOU HAVE LOVE OR HATE?





II. EVIDENCE OF GENUINE LOVE:  v.16





    A.   Exhibit A: Sacrifice Proves God's Love  v.16a





       	1.   The exhibition and obligation of true love demands sacrifice.


2. Agape Love is intellectual-rational love; Phile Love is emotional brotherly love; combined  you have Agape/Phile Love or a Divine-Human Love which was expressed by our Savior the God-Man on Calvary!


The way know or "perceive" the love of God for us is thru the sacrifice of Himself for us.       


cf. Rom. 5:8





    B.   Exhibit B: Sacrifice Proves Our Love    v.16b





1.   Few of us are called upon to give our lives for the brethren, but all of us are called upon to live our lives for the brethren.


2.   If the Lord was willing to sacrifice for us, we must be willing to sacrifice for those He gave His life for.





WHAT IS THE VERDICT?  ARE YOU WILLING TO SACRIFICE YOURSELF FOR OTHERS?





III. EVIDENCE OF GENUINE COMPASSION: v.17-18





    A.   Exhibit A: Charitable Love   v.17





NOTE: The KJB gets a lot of criticism for not substituting "love" for "charity" but charity is the expression of genuine love.  In fact a love which does not give is no love at all.





       	1.     V.17 explains how to "lay down our lives for the brethren."


2.   John, who is the Apostle of love, is also a master at negative illustrations; he consistently gives a negative example for each positive truth.





                     a.   Personal denial of love:





                           1)   A reserve of resourses: "whoso hath this world's goods"





NOTE: "Goods" is the same word translated "life" in 2:16. It speakes of worldly resourses: wealth, possessions, prestige, position, intellect, etc.  which contribute to success in life.  In other words your possessions are you life!  And it is this life which you are to "lay down for the brethren.





                            2)   A recognition of the need: "seeth his brother have need"





NOTE: The present tense implies an apparent, continuous need clearly recognized.  He "seeth" or contemplates this person's need as legitimate.





                           3)   A refusal to help: "shutteth up..."


                           4) A revelation of character: "how dwelleth the love of God in him?"





NOTE: The positive side of this truth is that if a true Christian sees a brother or sister in genuine need, he will give of his time (life), money (life), or other resourses (life) for him/her.  True believers love and true love gives.





    B.   Exhibit B: Talk Without Action   v.18





           1.   Many professing Christians talk a lot, but do very little.  No love.


           2.   Many professing Christians have a lot, but share very little. No love.





     WHAT IS THE VERDICT?  TALK IS CHEAP!





CONCL:  We have presented "EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT".  Ladies and   gentlemen of the jury, have you reached a verdict?!  What is that verdict?  Are YOU as the defendant guilty of having brotherly love or are you a phony?








"RUTS ON THE ROAD TO REVIVAL"





TEXT: Luke 8:10-15





THESIS: To show the biblical relationship between belief and behavior without which no believer will ever be mature





.INTRO: A. In nearly all the epistles (which teach church doctrine), the first  part of the book will deal with doctrine, the second part with deportment.  Part one will show us what to believe and part two will show us how to behave. There is a difference between knowing and doing, between believing and obeying.


   We must believe right (hold to sound doctrine) but we must also live right (practice our beliefs).  A command must not only be believed it must also be obeyed.





ILLUS: Dad tells his son to wash the car.  His son responds with "Dad, I know your car is dirty and I believe it needs to be washed.  I agree with you." But dad doesn't want just his belief and agreement, he wants his car washed! Belief and agreement without obedience is useless!





                  B. If you are ever to mature as a Christian you must go beyond the belief and agreement phase in your growth to obedience, practice, doing!  Too many Christians fall into "RUTS ON THE ROAD TO REVIVAL"...





TRANS:  YOU ARE IN A RUT IF YOU...





I.  HEAR BUT DON'T LISTEN:  v.10    (HEAR WITH THE EARS BUT NOT WITH THE HEART)





    A.   People Without Perception:





           1.   Unsaved people CANNOT hear with the heart.  I Cor. 2:14


Jesus didn't keep people from hearing His truths, but when He taught His disciples He


used a method of teaching which was intended to be understood only by them.


           3.   Many heard what He said with the ears, but didn't perceive in their hearts what He taught!





ILLUS: Just because you are saved is no guarantee that you will automatically understand all you read in God's Word.  That's why God says "STUDY to show yourself approved..." That's why God gave preachers to the church to explain and expound spiritual truths.  That's why YOU ought to come to church!





       	4.   Jesus said again and again: "They have ears, but they hear not."


5.  He also said "This people's heart have waxed gross and their ears are dull of hear-ing."  Mt. 13:15





    B.   Truth Collectors:





ILLUS: Most Christians have more truth than they can handle.  They love to HEAR it but are slow to practice what they hear.  They don't internalize what they hear or they think it is for someone else!





            1.   Truth collectors are not deaf, they are just hardened.


2.  Jesus said "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" and He wasn't talking about those two things which stick out on the side of your head He was referring to hearing hearts!





II. HEAR BUT DON'T DO: v.12    (HEAR BUT DON'T RESPOND)





    A.   Dead Sea Christians:





1. The Dead Sea has no life in it because it keeps collecting and collecting all the minerals without ever giving anything back.


       	2.   It is dead because it does nothing but take in, it has no outlet.





    B.   Hearers Not Doers:  James 1:22





           1.   Those who believe in hell but never go soulwinning are in this rut.


           2.   Those who hear the preaching but never respond to the invitation are in this rut.





NOTE: There is no revival without response!  You will rot in the rut unless you respond!  If a rut is a grave with both ends kicked out you are like those Jesus spoke of who have "a name that thou livest, and art dead." Rev. 3:1a





III. WORSHIP BUT DON'T SERVE: v.13   (CONFUSE HEARING WITH DOING)





    A.   The Sister Syndrome: (Mary and Martha)





       	1.   Mary was a great worshipper, but she did not serve.


       	2.   She sat at Jesus' feet exclusively and didn't serve the Lord.


       	3.   Martha was so busy with service that she failed to take time for worship.


4.  Neither sister had it all together; the Lord wants worship but true worship includes service.





ILLUS: The word worship includes the concept of service. The sign in many churches over the door as you leave: "Enter to worship, leave to serve" is nice but could also be reversed: "Enter to serve, leave to worship." Some folks are in the Sermon Taster mode.  They run from speaker to speaker to "hear some new thing" and are thrilled with the learning, but fail to translate what they hear into practical service.





IV. DO BUT DON'T TEACH:   (ONE GENERATION CHRISTIANS)





Mt. 28:19-20   


19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:


20   Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you...





    A.   Reproducing Saints:





1.   If I have 50 children and none of them ever have children my name is gone forever in one generation.


       	2.   If you are saved but never win anyone to Christ you are a one generation Christian.





a.   We must not only live right after we are saved, but we must disciple others and then train them.


          	       b.   We have to make converts and then train them to win others.





V.  TEACH BUT DON'T DO:   (HYPOCRITES!)





Mt. 23:2-3   


2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:


3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.





    A.   Neo-Evangelical Fundamentalists:





1.   The "Neos" want to teach everybody who have already been saved, but they don't win souls themselves.


       	2.   They want to teach, teach, teach, but fail to live what they teach others.


       	3.   They want to tell people what to do, but exempt themselves from those responsibilities.





CONCL: It is very easy to get into one of these ruts.  Each of these groups are deficient, but they all have their good points.  They just need to get out of the "RUTS ON THE ROAD TO REVIVAL."  YOU need to get out of YOUR rut AND HEAR, LISTEN, WORSHIP, SERVE, TEACH AND DO!  v.15








"WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A NATION FORGETS GOD?"





TEXT: Ps. 9:17





THESIS: To show that the state of the nation is a reflection of the state of the church.





INTRO: A. Each year the Pres. addresses a joint session of congress and the senate and brings his "STATE OF THE UNION" message.  He attempts to show where the nation is and where it should be going.  Before he does so this year, I would like to assess "THE STATE OF THE UNION" from a biblical viewpoint.  You say "He is the President!"  Who are you?"  I am God's man!  I have God's Word to provide a spiritual perspective he does not have!





         B. Communism for years boasted they would bury our nation.  But God is burying com-


munist nations because they forgot God.





QUOTE: Evgeniy Kurkin, Deputy Min. of Ed. for the Russian Republic: "It is true that our country has many problems; however, the greatest problem we have is that God does not live in our land...70 years ago we closed Him out of our country and it has caused so many problems in our society we cannot count them.  It has undermined and caused great caverns to run beneath our society and made it collapse.  There are so many caverns that we do not even know where they all are yet.  We must put god back into our country and we must begin with our children."





           Meanwhile, back in America we continue to legislate God our of OUR society.  The communist bloc nations are begging for us to bring God back to them while we continue to exclude Him here.





                 C. America has enjoyed "favored nation status" with God because in the past she has honored God. One South American Pres. commented: "The difference between North and South America is that S.A. was settled by men seeking gold, and N.A. was settled by men seeking God."  Our nation has an undeniable Christian heritage.  But now God is being forgotten and God will bury America.  Ps. 9:17





TRANS: We have forgotten God and so we have a...





I.  PERVERSION OF MORALITY:


    A.   Undermining the Home:





       	1. When marriage collapses in society so does morality.


2. God clearly defines a home in Script. as being one man, one woman together for life (barring death) with their children and their successive offspring.





ILLUS: Compare this to Hollywood's definition.  Goldie Hawn, living with a man said: "I have a personal relationship with God and He (or She) approves of it." The politician's defi-nition came from the Rev. (!) Jesse Jackson at the Democratic Natl. Conv. who compared the Virgin Mary to a single mother in a slur against V.P. Quayle statements concerning having a baby out of wedlock.  He was mobbed by an immoral media.  Or how about the new First Lady (!) who compared marriage and family to slavery.  Barbara Bush didn't do any better when she said that if you so much as live in a community you are a part of a family.





     B.   Trivializing Life:





       	1. God is the Author of all life.


       	2. The Bible sets forth the sanctity of all life.


3. Every day 4000 (!) Americans die in their mother's womb at the hand of the abortion butchers.





ILLUS: Bumper stickers read: Pro Family, Pro Child, Pro Choice!  What a contradiction.  The democrats campaigned on a pro-death platform of the right to kill innocent infants and won!  That is not a Democrat vs. Republican is-sue it is a right and wrong, moral and immoral issue!  God says "Woe to the nation that sheds innocent blood."





     C.   Disgracing Sexuality:





       	1. God created men and women for each other.


2. Our nation is about to launch a policy which will decriminalize sodomy, make it a respectable lifestyle, put queers into the military and even force them upon churches and schools.





ILLUS: Remember the queers motto: "sex by eight or its too late."  Homos don't reproduce they recruit. Magic Johnson said God allowed him to get AIDS so he could be a prophet for "safe sex."  God had nothing to do with his AIDS it was his immoral behavior!  Safe sex is spelled HOLY MATRIMONY!


   	God still hates all immoral sexual behavior and especially sodomy.  His commentary on it can be found at the south end of the Dead Sea!  His statements about His view of any society is that He "(gives) them up to a reprobate mind to do those things which are not convenient..." because "they did not like to retain God in their knowledge..."  Rom. 1:28





TRANS: We have forgotten God and so we have a...





II. PERVERSION OF THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE:





Separation Doesn't Mean Discrimination:





1.   Our Founding Fathers wrote God into our freedom documents, today's leaders are writing Him out.


2.   Our Founders used the Bible as the foundation of our society and invoked God's blessings on our nation.


       	3.   Now our Supreme Court has banned the Bible and prayer from the school system.





ILLUS: The Ten Commandments and Prayer are out and metal detectors and security police are in.  The big problems in school used to be talking in class and chewing gum, now it is dope, AIDS, assault and arson!  Since the Bible has been outlawed pregnancies among 10-14 year old(!) is up 533%, single parent families have increased 160%, unmarried couples living together 544%.  The only thing that hasn't increased are the SAT scores, they have declined!





       	4.   Our Founders intended freedom OF religion not freedom FROM religion.


       	5.   The Pilgrims didn't found America to establish atheism!





    B.   Church and State:





       	1.   The New Testament is against a Church/State and a State/Church.


2.  The Constitution never meant to prohibit the church's existence but to prohibit the state's interference in the church's business!


       	3.   The Founders wanted to protect religious freedom not anarchy and immorality.





ILLUS: Those who cry "you can't legislate morality" are legislating immorality.  Perversion is first tolerated, then allowed then legalized and encouraged: free needles for druggies, free condoms for teens.  This moralinsanity is producing social anarchy.  (L.S. riots, etc.)





TRANS: We have forgotten God and so we have a...





III. PERVERSION OF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP:





Is.  3:12  


As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. 





    A.   Weakness At The Top:





QUOTE: Harold Vaughn: Christ-Life Ministries Report, Jan.-Mar. '93: "What does it say about America when the top brass are homo-hugging, baby-killers?"





1.   When the leadership doesn't provide a high standard of morality and acknowledgment of God the nation is ripe for judgment.


2.   But when the leadership provides a negative standard of morality and forgets God the nation is bound for judgment!





TRANS: We have forgotten God and so we have a...





IV. PERVERSION OF PERSONAL SPIRITUALITY:





    A.   Laying the Ax at the Root of the Tree:


1.   We can blame government, society, neighbors, etc. but the root of the problem lies in the church.


       	2.   "As goes the church, so goes the nation" continues to be a biblical principle.


       	3.   Go gives us the government we deserve and permit.


4.  Since the church is made up of individual believers the question is have YOU and I forgotten God?


       	5.    Revival must begin with basics.





    B.   YOU Have Forgotten God if...





           1.   You are more interested in your business than God's business!





                  a.   We are more preoccupied with the here and now than eternity.


                  b.   We are more interested in personal comfort than in spirituality.





ILLUS: Parents spend more time, effort and money getting their kids to Disney World than getting them to Jesus Christ.  They buy every latest Disney release tape and paraphenalia but rarely buy them a Bible or Christ centered book to read to them while their hearts are tender.


 


           2.   You have more knowledge of truth than experience of its power.





NOTE: "The best place in the world to hide from God is in church."  We get "busy, busy, busy" but never sit at Jesus' feet.





           3.   You are more afraid of man than of God.





a.   We are often more concerned about what man thinks of us than what God knows  about us.


          	      b.   We are more concerned about our reputation than our testimony.





CONCL: God warns us:





Ps. 50:22  


Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 





        Regardless of what the Supreme Court decides or left-wing, liberal politicians or immoral leaders do, WE MUST NOT FORGET GOD!  "THE STATE OF THE NATION" can never rise any higher than the state of the believer in that nation.  Have you forgotten God?








"SHOWERS OR DRIBBLES?"





TEXT: Luke 16:9-13





THESIS: To show that "small sins" will hinder God's blessings and must be dealt with daily.





INTRO: A. One of the worst things about bivowac in the army was not to be able to get a shower.  You had to bathe outside by pouring a little cold water in your steel helmet.  You did the best you could.  How good it felt when we got back to the base and were able to stand in the warm, invigorating shower!


   B. Yet many Christians are satisfied with DRIBBLES when they could be enjoying SHOWERS!  They have settled for a little blessing here and there instead of the constant SHOWERS OF BLESSING God wants to give them.  He delights and desires to shower us with His blessings but we are content with dribbles.  Why not step into the shower?





I.  STANDING OUTSIDE THE SHOWER:





ILLUS: What a ridiculous and stupid thing for a person to have access to a shower and stand outside and watch it but never get in and enjoy its benefits.





    A.   Lowering the Boom On Big Sins:





       	1.   The principle is "if we would judge ourselves we should not be judged."


2.   If we don't deal with those "big sins" in our lives God must, so His good Name is not tarnished.





ILLUS: Either God or the devil will "blow the whistle" on you, so "Be sure your sins will find you out."  It should not cease to amaze us that people involved in immorality, etc. get caught, often thru their own stupidity.   Prince Charles and Princess Diana and so many other public figures allow themselves to be seen in public, have their conversations recorded, etc.





    B.   Withholding Blessings Due to Little Sins:





ILLUS: Scottish saying: "Take care of your pennies and the dollars will take care of them-selves."  Translation: Watch out for the little sins and the big sins will never destroy you.  Song of Sol. 2:15 It is the "little foxes that spoil the grapes..."





1. Surely God will withhold His blessings because of big sins: adultery fornication, idolatry, covetousness, lying, swearing, etc.


2.   But most believers have no problem in these major areas...the reason they only get drib-bles instead of showers is due to God withholding His blessing because of the MOUNTAIN of little sins in their lives.





ILLUS: The boulders of blasphemy, murder, adultery, etc. are not the problem the little sin pebbles of yelling at the kids (or your wife or husband) failing to be on time, not giving your employer a day's work for a day's pay, a bit of gossip, etc. (see back of "Small Sins" sheet).





                  a.   Thoughts: superiority, inferiority, lust, covetousness, pride.


                  b.   Body: neglect, gluttony, lack of exercise, etc.





ILLUS: It is either discipline or dominion!  Often the world knows by our body that our real master is Satan.  We worship at the altar of eating.   The passion of our life is food.





                  c .  Time: lateness, procrastination, wasting time, our job, etc.





ILLUS: God gives us all 24 hours a day; we complain it isn't enough.  It's enough for God to do what He needs to accomplish, but not enough for us to do what we need to do!


                  d.   Money: see the text:  cf. v.9 (explanation later)





II. OPENING THE SHOWER DOOR:





    A.   God's Blessings Are Proportional: v.10-12





1.   If God can't trust us with earthly treasures He will not trust us with other treasures!  v.10-11


 2.   If we cannot be trusted with what has been given to us why should the Lord give us more?  v.12





ILLUS: If God gives you $100 and you don't tithe that, why should He entrust you with $1000 or $10,000 or $1,000,000?  If He has given you a good voice and you don't use that for his glory why should he give you a better job?   If you don't take care of your home now why should He give you a nicer one?   If you don't visit your bus route why should He give you a Sunday School class (or vice-versa)?  If you blow the small responsibilities why should He give you greater opportunities?





    B.   God's Blessings in the Parable:  v.1-8





           1.   All we have belongs to Him. (The "rich man" is the Lord) v.1


           2.   We cannot waste what we have been given in stewardship.


           3.   We will give an accounting.  v.2


           4.   Something is better than nothing.  v.5-7


           5.   God is pleased when we do the best we can.  v.8





NOTE: V.9 teaches that wealth (in whatever form) should be the disciples servant, not vice versa.  The disciples' wise use of whatever he is entrusted with helps lead others to believe his message.





III. GETTING UNDER THE SHOWER:





    A.   Make the Commitment:  (Beware Procrastination!)





    B.   Target Small Sins: (See "Small Sins Sheet")





    C.   Resist (and Thank) Satan!





ILLUS: You are worried about your health.  Satan fans your worry.  Thank him like this: "Thank you Satan for attacking me.  It reminds me to praise the Lord instead of worrying.  Every time you attack me I will regard it as a signal to praise the Lord!"





    D.   Rejoice Even in Failure:





ILLUS: The Lord is our Father, not our Judge!  It is not the number of times a child falls down that count, but the steps he takes that pleases the father!  As long as we are trying we are making progress and the Lord sees that and He also sees the end result!  He sees you ultimately conformed to the image of His dear Son.





    E.   Bask In The Blessings:





          1.   Greater blessing is dependent on greater obedience.


          2.   With each victory you achieve the flow of blessings increase.





CONCL: What will it be for YOU?  "SHOWERS OR DRIBBLES?"








"GETTING INTO THE FRUIT BUSINESS" 


or "BLESSINGS FOR BRANCHES"





TEXT: John 15:1-14





THESIS: To show how to "abide" in the place of blessing.





INTRO: A. Jesus would be on the cross in less than 24 hours.  Anything He told His disciples at this point would have great significance.  He and His disciples had just celebrated the Lord's Supper and were on their way to Gethsemane.  On the way Jesus tried to calm their hearts and spoke words of encouragement about heaven in Chapter 14.  Now in Chapter 15 He speaks to them about this world and what He expected of His disciples till He returned.





               B.   Perhaps He pointed to a twisted, gnarled grape vine and said, "See, we are like that.  I am the vine, ye are the branches. In order for you to produce any fruit, ye must abide in me. Blessings are for branches which abide in the vine!"  (paraphrase)  "BLESSINGS FOR BRANCHES" was His message to His followers just before He went to Calvary.  "We're GETTING INTO THE FRUIT BUSINESS...you'll produce the fruit, I'll make it possible...but only if you abide in Me.  Without fruit you will be a useless branch."





I.  STAYING IN THE VINE:   (GETTING INVOLVED WITHHIM)





     A.   Keep Satan Out:





1. Last time we spoke of getting in the shower of blessing, now the issue is learning how to stay there...abiding!


 2. Satan is aware of any commitment we make and will do whatever He can to defeat our desire.





NOTE: No doubt he has already attacked you and has tried to throw cold water on your enthusiasm to live for Him.  We told you that you must actively resist him.





     B.   Fill The Void:





       	1.   Nature hates a vacuum; so does the Lord.


2.   When you deal with the small sins a vacuum of sorts is created and the devil wants to fill it and will if you don't stay in the Vine and let the Lord fill it.





Luke 11:24-26  


24 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out.


25 And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 





QUOTE: Gen. Patton: "I don't like to pay for the same real estate twice."





a.   Getting involved with Jesus means to be aware of His presence, is what "abiding" is really about.


b.   It is not just when you are reading His Word or praying, but being in His presence at any time.


                   c.   This is a giant step beyond salvation, to living a life in Him.





ILLUS: You can fellowship with Him any time, any place...without taking time out of whatever else you may be involved in. Once you gain some ground, don't give it back.  Stay in the shower!   To do it you must abide in Him!





II. ABIDING IN HIS BLESSING: (GETTING INVOLVED WITH HIS WORK)





    A.   Getting Into His Family





           1.   God is a family man, that's why He wants to be called "Father"!


           2.   He didn't create us to be His pets, but a part of His family.





ILLUS: God wanted children of His own.  For 2000 yrs. Jesus has been adding members to God's family thru the new birth.  But the birth is just the beginning.





    B.   Doing His Work:





           1.   It is one thing to be a part of the family, but another to contribute to that family.


           2.   Jesus clearly identified those who contributed to His family.





Mark 3:35  


For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. 





ILLUS: Because God didn't just want pets He created a family.  But His "pets" in that family are those who become partners in His work.





    C.   Seeing the Supernatural:





       	1.   His "pets" get in on His supernatural work in their lives.


2.   Once you graduate from simply being a "son" to the status of His "servant" He lets you in on His miraculous workings.





ILLUS: When Jesus turned the water into wine at the Wedding of Cana and the Master of the feast was puzzled as to its source.  The Holy Spirit reveals something special by tucking in the words "but the servants...knows..." Mary had told them "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it."  When they did they became partakers of the supernatural.  Obedience brings blessing.





John 15:7  


If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 





    D.   Getting the Best Jobs:





1.   Not only is His purpose to give us joy by letting us in on special blessings down here, but He wants to reward us over there!





John 15:11  


These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 





            2.   When a person gets saved he doesn't have it made, he just has a chance to "make it."





ILLUS: One out of every 5 workers in America works for the federal government From sitting on the President's cabinet, ambassadorships, agency heads, commissions, advisory posts to cleaning toilets, hauling away the trash.  President Clinton has to fill over 4000 positions and it will take him over a year.


        Jesus' Government will also have all kinds of positions.  All will be equal in perfection in heaven but not in rank or position.  Everything depends on our loyalty to Him down here. There are no MAKE UP CLASSES in heaven. The job assigned to you at the Judgment Seat of Christ will be yours for at least 1000 years.





a.   Too many Christians are investing in vapors instead of trying to qualify for a top position in the coming New Administration.


b.   Too few want to GET INTO THE FRUIT BUSINESS with the Savior because they are chasing temporal riches down here.


c.   It's not enough to know Him as Savior and get in His family we need to also get involved in His work!





III. COMPLETING YOUR COMMITMENT:   (GETTING SERIOUS ABOUT SERVICE)





    A.   Prayer and Bible Study:





    B.   Stewardship and Fellowship:





    C.   Soul-winning and Service:





CONCL: It is not enough to get saved, we must also get serious about service.  Christians who just sit and don't serve will surely be sorry!  "Ask not what your Savior can do for you, ask rather what you can do for your Savior."








"THE ABC'S OF REVIVAL" 


or "BACK UP TO BETHEL"





TEXT: Gen. 35:1-7





THESIS: To show the need for a Beth-el experience in every person's life.





INTRO: A. WHAT IS A BETH-EL?  Literally it means the "House of God".  Symbolically it is always a place of God's blessing.  It is where you are close to God.  Perhaps it was at the time of your salvation, or the time of your surrender in giving, witnessing, preaching, rededication, etc.  Every Believer has one or many Bethel’s.  What are yours.





ILLUS: My first Bethel came on a vacant lot under a tent in Chester, PA  My second one came in a young church in Aston, Pa.  My third one came when I accepted the call to be the student Pastor of the Community (later Baptist) Church in Walton, New York.   There have been many others along the 33 years since.


         Peter had several: his salvation, Mt. of transfiguration, repentance after denial, Gethsemane, Pentecost, Cornelius home, etc.





         B. WHERE IS BETHEL?  Bethel is always "up" in the Bible.  For Abraham it was north


of Egypt (the world) and Sodom (the flesh).  For Jacob it was "up" from Haran (away from fellowship from God).  Going back to Bethel is always to experience progress in Christian growth.





         C. WHY A BETHEL?  Because every unsaved person needs to come to "the House of 


God" and every Christian needs to be renewed and revived and drawn closer to the Lord from time-to-time.





TRANS: Perhaps you need to return to Beth-el today.  Let me give you the ABC'S of Revival...





I.  A NEW ALTAR:  V.7





    A.   Neglect:





          1.   Deterioration, decay, devolution, disrepair and death are natural processes.


          2.   Jacob's original altar at Bethel would no longer be acceptable to the Lord.





ILLUS: Bethel was the place of sacred and fragrant memories.  It was where Abraham first staked his claim to Caanan at Bethel years before and built his first altar there.  He came back to Bethel after backsliding years later to rebuild his altar.  It was at Bethel that Jacob first met the Lord, first saw heaven's ladder and first became an altar building believer.  But the place of past blessing decays rapidly and will not suffice for today.





    B.   Rebuilding:





1. Bethel means "House of God" but when Jacob rebuilds the altar he renames it "El-Bethel" = "The Mighty God of the House of God".


           2.   It is always a great step forward to get beyond God's House to God Himself.





ILLUS: Is YOUR altar of the past, fallen down, deteriorating?  What do you need to rebuild?  A devotional life?  A clean life?  A prayer life?  A home?  A relationship with someone?   A rebuilt altar is the first step!





II. A NEW BEGINNING: v.1





    A.   The Command To Return:





ILLUS: Jacob had not been back to Beth-el in at least 30 years.  He was only about 30 miles away for the last 10 years.  But "a miss is as good as a mile "He had been building 30 years with "wood, hay and stubble." 30 years of lost time. How long have YOU been away?





           1.   This is God's 2nd command.  cf. 31:13


           2.   This is to fulfill Jacob's vow to return.





                 a.   Jacob had been living on the fringes of God's blessing.


                 b.   Jacob had settled for second best and was in rebellion.





    B.   The Call To Blessing:





           1.   God desires us to stay close to Him:  cf. 28:17-22


For too long Jacob had forgotten his orig. vow to the Lord and had been living in the 


parched and barren land of Haran.





ILLUS: Where are YOU living?  In Egypt (the world)?  In Sodom (the flesh)?  In Haran (the barren place)?  God is calling you back to the place of blessing today!





III. A NEW CONSECRATION:  v.2-6





    A.   Clean Up!





           1.   Put away your strange gods:  v.21 (cf.w.4a)





                  a.   Get rid of whatever has come bet. you and the Lord.


                  b.   It would have been far better if they had been burned instead of just buried!





NOTE: We are willing to put our idols away in times of spirituality, but too prone to put them where we can go back to them later if we wish.





            2.   Wash yourself and put on clean clothing:  v.2b





                   a.   Confess your backsliding.


                   b.   Cleanse yourself of dirth thots, habits, bebelliousness, secret sins, etc.





            3.   Put aside ordinary ornaments and pleasures: v.4b





          	      a.   Earrings not wrong in themselves, they may have wrong associations.


b.   Eating, sleeping, sports, pleasures not wrong but may need to be laid aside for some-thing better.





  B.   Move Out! v.5-6





          1.   His family, friends and servants all went up to Bethel.


Share your blessings...go back to Bethel and be a blessing to loved ones, friends, the 


church, the community, the nation, the world!





ILLUS: Perhaps if YOU go up to Beth-el today, your loved ones will now get saved.  What is it in YOUR life which must be cleansed before God can use YOU to touch others?  Don't allow yourself to be a stumbling block which may cause someone to slip into hell or to cause another believer to backslide.


         If Jacob had gone back to Bethel earlier, perhaps his sons would have turned out right!





CONCL:  A-B-C...A New Altar, A New Beginning, A New Consecration.  A New Altar is built.  A new fire is kindled in Jacob's heart because of a New Beginning and a New Consecration. How about in YOUR heart?








"ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?"





TEXT: Is. 44:3





INTRO: A. God promises in our text to pour water upon the thirsty, to send floods upon the dry ground and to pour His Spirit upon future generations.  The subject is revival and the prerequisite to revival is to thirst. The only people who pray for revival are those who not only need revival, but those who KNOW THEY NEED REVIVAL!  "ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?!





                B. A little girl and her father were getting in the car to go to church. The little girl asked "Daddy, where are we going?"  He replied "We are going to a revival."  She thought for a moment and then asked "Daddy, have I ever seen one?"  Have you?  Aren't you tired of hearing about revival, praying for revival, but never seeing revival?  "ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?"





TRANS: There are several things necessary for revival.  We will look at those 4 things under three main headings and from three texts:





I.  "REVIVE THY WORK..."





Hab. 3:2  


O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. 





    A.   Prayer:





          1.   The tragedy today is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered prayer!


          2.   Churches are dying on their feet because they are not living on their knees.


          3.   Today we have the worst of sins in the best of churches - praylessness!





QUOTE: "If it took extraordinary prayer and fasting to cast ONE DEMON out of one person in Jesus' day, can we expect it will take less to cast the devil out of the church in our day?  There has never been a revival anywhere on the face of the earth where there has not been a desperate church." - James Stewart





           4.   What's wrong with our churches is that the NEED for revival is not felt deeply enough.





QUOTE: "Adversity has slain its thousands but prosperity has slain its tens of thousands." D.L. Moody: "Every revival can be traced to a kneeling figure."





5.   We've had enough useless debate about God's part and man's part in revival; revival comes from God but it is God that works in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure.





                   a.   God initiates desire, burden and conviction.


                   b.   Our part is to cooperate with God in prayerful intercession.


                   c.   We can - WE MUST - pray for revival!





QUES: Does God desire to send revival?  YES!  ARE WE THIRSTY ENOUGH YET?!





II. "REVIVE US..."





Ps. 85:6  


Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?





    A.   Obedience:





1.   Def: Obedience is doing exactly WHAT I'm told to do, WHEN I'm told to do it, DOING IT RIGHT, and DOING IT WITHTHE RIGHT ATTITUDE!





ILLUS: Evan Roberts, the Welsh revivalist, would often exhort congregations, "Obey the Spirit!  Obey the Spirit!"  Many times he would not preached, but simply and fervently plead with the people to obey.  That obedience brought the famous Welsh Revival.





2.   We need to obey the Lord and repent of unloving words, harsh attitudes fleshly actions and reactions!


       	3.   We need to obey the Word and do right without regard to consequences.





ILLUS: One Pastor reported of a great revival in his church.  God's people were getting right with each other, people were being saved and God was answering prayer mightily.  When questioned by other pastors about how it all began, he told them that their church had simple exercised discipline on a church member involved in immorality.  When that church member asked for restoration and the church responded lovingly and obediently, God sent revival!





III. "REVIVE ME..."





Ps. 138:7  


Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 





    A.   Belief:





       	1.   The problem in America is not a strong humanism but a weak fundamentalism!


2.   We must not only believe our beliefs, we must start believing God!  "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin."





NOTE: Often we create a theology of despair to justify the deadness of our churches.  One man asked a Preacher: "What do you think about the condition of American churches?"  The preacher replied: "It's right on track."  He meant that we are living in the last days, the Laodicean age, perilous times...and he was right.  But God's people do not have to follow the world down the tubes of destruction.  We are not locked into a pre-determined sloth.  Any Christian, any church, which follows God's strategy for revival can still have it!





3.   Jesus could not do mighty miracles in His own hometown because of the oppresive atmosphere of unbelief.


          	         a.   Even the Son of God was hindered by this stifling lack of faith.


          	         b.   Maybe we don't experience revival because we don't expect revival


          	         c.   God reminds us: "According to your faith be it unto you."





ILLUS: I am tired of hearing about revival in the churches in Korea, Russia, China, Africa, South America and Romania!  I want it in America, in our church, in my life, in my heart. In Romania an American preacher had an accident on the way to a church service which delayed him for two hours.  He said to the Romanian Pastor,  "We are two hours late there is no need to go to church now; everyone has gone home by now."  The Pastor kept driving to the church and when they arrived they found the place packed.  They had been singing and praying for 2 hours!  As the American preacher walked into the service he so strongly sensed the presence and power of God all he could do was weep.  Four Greek Orthodox women got saved that night.





    B.   Repentance:





           1.   The last word to the local churches in Rev.2,3 was to repent! (5 out of 7!)





QUOTE: Howard Spring: "The K. of god is not going to be advanced by our churches becoming filled with men, but by men in our churches becoming filled with God."





2.   Repentance is the emptying out of the old wine of sin and self and replacement with the new wine of God's Spirit.





ILLUS: Mills used to have great water wheels to grind flour.  As long as the water flowed freely the wheel turned and the stones turned to grind the flour.  When it slowed to a trickle the owner would go upstream to find out what was blocking the flow of water.  He would work hard to remove the trash and blockage so the water could flow freely again.


        When the river of living water stops flowing in the believer's life, its time to look for the blockage and remove the trash.  That is repentance.





CONCL: God has promised to pour water on the thirsty and floods upon the dry ground.  ARE YOU THIRSTY YET?!  Will you employ this simple strategy for revival?  WILL YOU PRAY?  WILL YOU OBEY?  WILL YOU BELIEVE?  WILL YOU REPENT?








"USED"





TEXT: II Tim. 2:20-21





THESIS: To show the requirements for usefulness in God's service.





INTRO: A. Most homes have 2 sets of dishes (vessels); those for special occasions only and those for daily use.  Some are pretty to look at and others are worn.  Some are for display and others are for use.





        B. If the "great house" in the passage is equated with the church it shows that there are 2 


kinds of Christians (vessels) there also.  There are those who impress people and those who serve people; those who are attractive and those who are useful.





        C. The world looks at "used" things as junk, but the Lord wants people he can use... meet 


for the Master's use..." He isn't interested in "China Closet Christians" but in "Kitchen Cupboard Christians."  He wants to USE us till we are USED up!





TRANS: THE VESSELS GOD USES MUST BE...





I.  AVAILABLE:





    A.   Not For Show:





1. He is not interested in "knick knacks" for display, but for vessels which are readily available for whatever He needs them to do.


          2. Two of the greatest abilities are dependability and availability.





ILLUS: God said of the Apostle Paul in Acts 9:15-16: "He is a chosen vessel unto me...I will show him how great things he must suffer for my Name's sake."  In order to make Paul use-able the Lord had to expose him to hardship and- suffering.  Paul's ministry would not just be for show!





    B.   But For Go:





          1.   The word "vessel" means an implement for service.


2.   It's not a matter of me doing God's work and asking Him to bless it, but of yielding myself 


as an implement for service so He can use me.





ILLUS: The pot in the kitchen doesn't use the cook, the cook uses the pot!  Pots are useful, because they are available.  They are not like silverware that lays polished in the drawer or fancy china in the closet.


        That's what's wrong with "lifestyle evangelism".  We need a lifestyle to back up our witness, but our lifestyle itself is not what God intended.  The Bible says: "Let the redeemed of the Lord SAY SO" - not just LOOK SO!





II. CLEAN:





    A.   Uncontaminated:





I Th. 4:4  


That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 





           1.   Note v.21: "purge; himself...sanctified...meet for the Master's use"


           2.   Note v.22: "a pure heart..."





ILLUS: In Psalm 37:27 God says: "Depart from evil and do good..."  If all I do is to depart from evil I will become a Pharisee judging others by my lack of contamination.  But sanc-tification is in 2 directions: FROM sin and TO good works.





    B.   Uncorrupted:





Is. 66:20  


as the children of Israel bring an offering in a CLEAN VESSEL into the house of the Lord..."





           1.   It is often the little things which corrupt or contaminate.





Eccl. 10:1  


Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour. 





ILLUS: The medicine itself was good medicine, for a good purpose.  The problem was not with dead elephants, but with dead flies!  Flies are such small things but if they crawl all over your food it takes away your appetite.


        As God's vessels we have the cure for the world's ills.  But when we allow the dead flies to get mixed in with God's medicine it corrupts it.





            2.   God looks for a clean vessel thru which He can minister.





ILLUS: A friend invites you to a meal in his home.  He prepares all your favorite foods.  Everything looks and smells great.  But he reaches down on the floor and picks up the dogs dish and serves your food on it. The defiled vessel corrupts the food.


        	No one is perfect.  But God used Noah because he was clean.  God used Job because he was clean.  God used Paul because he was clean.  They weren't perfect, just clean and sincere.  (Sincere comes from sincere or without wax.


   	Crooked merchants would fill vessels cracks with wax.  As soon as something hot was served in the vessel it would leak and be useless.  To be sincere means to be without wax, without hiding the flaws, but confessing them.)





III. Empty:


    A.   Of Sin:





John 15:3  


Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.





    B.   Of Self:





       	1.   A vessel can't be filled if it is already full.


2.   Many believers have their lives so full of good things, they cannot be filled with the best things.


       	3.   Often we are filled with optional things so we have no room for required things.





ILLUS: You have a glass of Pepsi and you want to fill it with milk.  You must first empty the Pepsi, clean the glass and then fill it with milk. The Pepsi was O.K. but the milk was better.  If you thirst after the best, the mere good has to go.  If you want revival, emotion will not satisfy.  If you want the fullness of the Holy Spirit, knowledge of the Word will not satisfy.





IV. BROKEN:





    A.   God Uses Broken Things:





           1.   God used Gideon's broken vessels to let the light shine and to defeat the enemy.


           2.   God used the broken vessel Paul was aboard to save those with him.





Acts 27:44  


And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.





          3.   God used the broken Alabaster Box so that Mary could anoint Jesus' feet.





NOTE: That box didn't need to be broken to get the ointment out.  Mary broke it to show that it was given to Christ and she would never use that vessel for herself again!  If you have a glass full of water and it gets broken, what comes out?  Water.  If you have a glass full of Coke and it gets broken what comes out? Coke.  If you are clean, emptied of self and filled with the Spirit and you get broken, what comes out?  The Holy Spirit will flow out. (If we are filled with self, when we are broken bitterness will come out!)





CONCL: The vessel that God uses is available, clean, empty and often broken.  Are you a vessel God can use?  The greatest thing that can be said of a believer is that he or she is "USED" of God!








“THE GREAT AWAKENING”





TEXT:  Rom. 13:11-14





THESIS:  To echo Paul’s words to the Roman Christians to wake up to the things of God.





INTRO:  A.  “The Great Awakening” was a revival which swept first across England and then across America.





QUOTE:  “What Hath God Wrought?” William Grady, p.91:  “The Great Awakening which began in 1719 and continued for the next quarter century or more, was the   formative event in the history of the U.S. preceding the mvmt. for independence and making it possible.  The G.A. crossed all religious and sectarian boundaries, made light of them indeed and turned what had been a series of European-styled churches into American ones…Certainly it gave a distinctive American flavor to a wide range of denominations.”





On July 8, 1741, Jonathan Edwards preached his famous sermon ‘Sinners in the  Hands of an Angry God” to a congregation in Enfield Connecti cut.  Cultured New Englanders cried out for mercy as the powerful Edwards described their perilous predicament:  ‘The God that holds you over the pit of hell as one holds a spider or some loathesome insect over the fire, abhors you and is dreadfully provoked…You hang by a slender thread, withthe flames of divine wrath flashing about it, and ready every moment to singe it and burn it asunder.’”


	


When I was asked last week to describe “revival” I told the reporter that is an awakening among God’s people that shakes them out of their spiritual complacency, makes them constantly conscious of God and His righteous demands upon believers and results in an unprecedented holiness of life and a burning desire to seek the salvation of the lost.





ILLUS:  George Whitefield was the major catalyst which sparked a 2 continent revival or Great Awakening.  He logged an incredible 782 days at sea in 13 transatlantic crossings to preach to fantastic crowds.  His personal diary records some amazing statistics: Wednesday May 2.  Preached this evening again to above 10,000 at Kennington Common…Sunday May 6.  Preached this morning in Moorfields to about 20,000 people, who were very quiet and attentive …and at 6 preached at Kennington.  Such a sight I never saw before…(to) no less than 50,000 people…Thurs. May 10  it rained most of the day (but) there were above 10,000 people, and 30 coaches…Sun. May 13.  Went to public worship twice and preached in the evening to near 60,000 people…Friday June 1 preached in the evening near Hyde Park Corner.  The congregation …consisted of near 80,000 people.





Whitfield was thrown out of the churches and disowned by the Anglican Church. He boldly declared: “The churches are closed against me.  Bless God, the fields are open!”  His 1st attempt at open-air preaching drew an estimated crowd of 20,000! He stated “The Christian world is in a deep sleep!  Nothing but a loud voice can awaken them out of it.”  





But we need a personal “Great Awakening” and Romans 13 lays out what is perhaps the clearest statement on revival in the New Testament  In staccato style the Apostle Paul barks commands to the sleeping saints…





1   WAKE UP!  V.11





ILLUS:  The whole passage has a military flavor.  Paul is like the Commander issuing orders to his sleeping troops.  He wants to wake them up and shake them up!





A.   Because Of Christ’s Coming:





ILLUS:  In the army we would have an annual Inspector General’s Inspection.  When we knew he was coming everything had to be spit-shined!  We worked night and day getting ready for his coming.  So the believer’s Inspector General is coming!  We need to get ready.





   1.   Up until Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy he believed that he would be raptured.


Peter was the only one of the original 12 who had no “blessed hope” for he was told he


would died before Jesus came again.


   3.   But Paul wanted  believers to live as though Christ may come at any moment.  


	 


11   CAST OFF!  V.12a





ILLUS:  After waking up the first thing we do is to get out of our night clothes and byanalogy, “the works of darkness.”





A.   The Time For Sleeping Is Past:





1.   In the light of the soon return of Christ and the fact that the time of darkness is over, Christian soldiers are to get rid of the clothing of their lives of darkness.


   2.   After the awakening, some changes must be made!





ILLUS: Benjamin Franklin reported on the long term effects of Whitefiled’s ministry: “The multitudes of all sects and denominations that attended his sermons were enormous, and it was a matter of speculation with me, who was one of the number, to observe the extraordinary influence (he had) on his hearers, and how much they admired and respected him, notwithstanding his common abuse of them, by assuring themthey were naturally half beasts and half devils.


    	It was wonderful to see the change soon made in the manners of our inhabitants.  From being thoughtless and indifferent about religion, it seemed as if all the world were growing religious, so that one could not walk thro’ the town in an evening without hearing psalms sung in different families of every street.”





111   PUT ON!  V.12b,14a





A.   Get Ready For Warfare:





1.   The Christian soldier is not only to wake victoriously and watch vigilantly he is to war valiantly!


2.   He has joined the army of the King and must wear the uniform of warfare, “the armor of light.”





ILLUS:  In time of war a soldier must wear his uniform at all times.  It identifies him as to which side he is on, it declares his commitment and shows he is ready to fight.  When we put off the night clothes, we must put on the fight clothes!  There is a progression to revival.  It is WAKE UP!  CAST OFF!  PUT ON  And then…





1V   WALK RIGHT!  V.13





A.   Change Your Lifestyle:





1.   The soldier not only sleeps in a different bed and wears different clothing and is equip-ped for battle, he must also change his entire way of living.


   2.   Paul becomes very specific here about the expected changes:





    a.   Rioting = reveling or carousing had to go.


    b.   Drunkenness = all sorts of intoxication with worldliness .


    c.   Chambering = sexual immorality (going into bed chambers for sex).


    d.   Wantonness = all sorts of lascivious behavior.


     e.   Strife = divisiveness.


     f.   Envying = not only gross sin, but even refined carnality included.





V   MAKE NOT!  V.14





A.   Avoid Temptations:





ILLUS:  IF you smoke, don’t buy any more cigarettes; if you have a problem with porn, avoid magazines, videos, etc. like the plague;  if you have a problem with gossip don’t use the phone;  if you lust beware circumstances which feed the lust;  if you have had a problem with alcohol or drugs, avoid places and people who will influence you; if it is lying, don’t even exaggerate;  if it is infidelity to your partner, avoid the opposite sex; if it is your thought life, think on things that are pure, etc. 





CONCL:  Here is God’s prescription for a “GREAT AWAKENING” in your life! 





YES WE CAN! (HAVE REVIVAL)


"GO...FIRST...THEN COME"





TEXT: Matt. 5:23-24





THESIS: To show the primary prerequisite to fellowship with the Savior and/or revival; i.e. restoration of fellowship with others.





INTRO: A. One preacher who had prayed and preached to his people for years came in desparation to them and said: "I have done all I possibly could; now it is for you to consider your attitude toward God." A respected gray-haired deacon stood up and said "Pastor, I do not wonder that there is no revival in this church; there never will be as long as Brother Jones and I don't speak to one another"; then he went down the aisle to where his brother sat, and said, "Bro. Jones, forgive me; for 10 years we have not spoken.  Let us bury the hatchet."  The stunned church sat in silence till another mean stood and said "Pastor, I do not think there is going to be revival in this church as long as I say fair things to your face and mean things about you behind your back.  Forgive me!"  The Pastor forgave him and for the next 20 min. men went to men and women to women begging forgiveness and settling old accounts.  Then the Spirit of God began to move with power and they had revival.





                B. I have been giving you principles to move you to revival, but no principle is more necessary than the one in our text I have just illustrated.  The book of I John repeats the theme again and again:





I John 3:14  


We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 





I John 3:15  


Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer..."





I John 3:16  


(Jesus) laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.





I John  4:11  


Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.





I John 4:20  


If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?





TRANS:  The scene is striking.  Apparently Jesus had seen someone in the Temple bringing some gift or offering to the altar for the High Priest to sacrifice.  He immediately translates this scene into an illus. of the believer attempting to come to Him, as the H.P., without first making things right with another believer...





  I. RECONCILIATION IMPLIES REPENTANCE:   "Go...first...then come"





     A.   Remembrance:  "rememberest...thy brother..."





l.   My responsibility as Pastor is to help you to "remember" those who may have offended you that you now have a problem with.


        	2.   The Holy Spirit uses the preacher and preaching of His Word to bring conviction.





ILLUS:  Chances are you came here today oblivious to the fact that someone "hath aught against thee" - but now the Script. pricks your memory and convicts you.  You have pushed into the background that one who has offended you or whom you have offended, but you will not leave here today without remembering.





      B.   Repentance: "leave there thy gift..."





l.   You came sincerely to worship God today, but now the Holy Spirit has reminded you of your obligation.


         	2.   Now you know you can't worship God till the offense is dealt with.





ILLUS: The festering sore of an offended brother demands attention before any true worship may be acoomplished.  Does your friend have "aught against thee"?  Your husband/wife?  Your children?  Your fellow worker? Employer?  Employee?





                  a.   The text doesn't say that what someone has against you is legitimate or not.


b.   That isn't the issue: repentance is!  Whether the offense is real or imagined, it must be 


dealt with.





      C.   Restitution: "first be reconciled to thy brother..."





              l.   Is there a letter of apology you need to write?


              2.   Is there a phone call you need to make?


              3.   Is there a check you need to mail...with interest?





ILLUS:  Did you divide your parents estate unfairly?  Did you take advantage of your creditor?  Did you pretend or promise more love than you plan on delivering to that boy or girl friend?  Did you take unfair advantage of a friendship?  Is your marriage a lopsided affair with more take than give?





              4.   Is there a personal apology you need to deliver here today?!





II. RECONCILIATION PRECEDES REVIVAL:  "Go...first...then come."





      A.   Conviction:  "rememberest..."





ILLUS: A brook near Milford, Conn., is called NAROMIYOCKNOWUSUNKALANKSHUNK, Indian for "you fish your end of the stream; I'll fish mine." Updated we would say "You tend to your business, I'll tend to mine." This attitude may avoid open conflict, but it doesn't deal with the problem addressed in our text.  It is not enough to remember our differences with someone, we need to confront those differences and make them right.





1.   You may have someone in mind right now you need to be reconciled to, but unless you make the move nothing will happen.


         	2.   It is not enough not to harm someone, God demands we love them!





     B.   Confrontation:  "go...first..."





l.   Many Christians are trying to live by the Indian motto "You fish your end of the stream, I'll fish mine" instead of by the Scriptures admonition to "go...first...then come".


2.   It is easier to believe that if the other party is offended, he/she ought to be the one to make the first move.





a.   The offended party is unlikely to make the first move, so you, the more spiritual one, must.


b.   Whether you are the offended or the offended, you must move when the Holy Spirit convicts YOU!


c.   Note that reconciliation is the result when you make the first move to confront the problem...there is no guarantee that the other party will respond positively.


d.  Ideally reconciliation will be a 2-way street, but not necessarily, but the responsibility is YOURS!





NOTE: You say, "I don't FEEL like it!"  That isn't the issue, you are to WILL it and DO it.  You are to OBEY.  I don't have to FEEL like doing right, but I must do it anyhow!  Do it warmly or coldly, but do it nonetheless!





ILLUS:  Christ our High Priest, stands by the altar awaiting our gifts. But He sees our heart and will turn away and refuse our gifts of worship, service, etc. until we are reconciled to our brothers.





      C.   Compliance:





         	 l.   There will be no revival till there is reconciliation.


         	 2.   There will be no acceptable service till there is reconciliation.


 3.   There will be no fellowship with the Father till there is reconciliation with our brothers.





  QUOTE: "Believers at war with their brothers cannot be at peace with their Father." "GO...FIRST...THEN COME...!"


CONCL: We want a cheap substitute for revival.  Of such there is none.  It is always costly ... but it pays!  It is not an expense, it is an investment.


 	We want revival without paying the price.  We don't get revival. We get a cheap sub-stitute, a shallow and surface pretense of revival that has no substance and produces no lasting results.








YES WE CAN !


(HAVE REVIVAL) II





  TEXT: I Sam. 7:1-14





THESIS: To reveal more principles for revival from the text.





INTRO: A. Israel was in bondage to two enemies.  The Philistines held them in physical bondage.  Idolatry held them in spiritual bondage. They had recovered the Ark of the Covenant 20 years earlier, but they continued to worship Baalim (male gods) and Ashtaroth (female gods), the gods and godesses of the Philistines.  (We must be careful that we do not place ourselves into bondage to anyone or anything but the Lord.)


    B. During these 20 years Samuel the prophet/priest prayed and preached calling Israel to repentance and revival.  It was like a battering ram against a wall that didn't seem to tremble but at last the inert mass began to crack.  As constant dripping of water wears away a solid rock, the unceasing warnings and appeals wore down Israel's resistance and v. 2 records "and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord..."





ILLUS: For nearly 20 years I have been preaching, praying and hammering away at your hearts for revival and repentance.  I will do so today and in the days ahead until "all the church of Fairless Hills laments after the Lord..."





TRANS: In the text we will find the steps to revival for Israel and those same concepts will bring us to revival here.





  I.  AWARENESS: v.l-2





      A.   Frustration:





l. When the Philistines had the Ark in their possession the Israelites said "Let us fetch the Ark..out of Shiloh unto us that, when it cometh among us, it may save us..."  4:3


2.   They had been lamenting after the symbol of their deliverance instead of the One behind  that symbol.





ILLUS: Today's idolaters pray to crucifixes, statues, etc. instead of to the One they supposedly represent and no answer is possible. Or, in our circles we trust in services, service, activity, etc. for revival instead of the Savior and the Holy Spirit.





a. It is only when we come to the end of ourselves and our resources that we can find revival in Him.


b. When we finally weary of our bondage and "lament after the Lord" then there is hope for revival.





  ILLUS: The word "lamented" means to sorrow and sigh, to moan and cry after.





      B.   Futility:





l.   Israel had finally wearied of their bondage and false hopes in deliverance thru their false gods and symbols.


         	  2.   In utter frustration and futility they finally turn to God's man.





  II. CLEANSING: v.3-4





      A.   Repenting:  v.3





l.   There could be no true revival until they cleansed their hearts and their homes of the idols they were serving.


2.   The man of God sounds the alarm and sets forth the conditions to renewed fellowship with the Lord.





Ex. 34:14  


For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:  We have no idea how long during those 20 yrs. they "lamented after the Lord" before they finally met God's conditions and "put away the strange gods..."





      B.   Consenting:  v.4





              l.   First they lamented, then they repented, then they consented!


              2.   This is a good order for any today looking for revival.





  QUES: What is the strange god you need to put away today?!





  III. CONFESSION: v.5-8





      A.   Conviction: v.5





         	 1.   Samuel calls the people together and promises to pray for them.


         	 2.   Here God's man is finally respected and elevated to the office God called him to.


3.   Their hearts surely smote them for their former disrespect and the Holy Spirit brought deep conviciton - without which there is no deep revival.





      B.   Admission: v.6





              l.   Here finally is their confession "we have sinned against the Lord."


              2.   Only now could Samuel begin his work toward them.





      C.   Opposition: v.7





         	  l. Whenever the winds of revival begin the opposition starts.


2. When your heart is revived Satan and his cohorts will do everything in their power to discourage and defeat you.





ILLUS: Satan never bothers the backslider.  He has been neutralized.   Neutralized saints are no threat to his kingdom. Only the spiritual saint receives Satan's attention.  Beware if all men speak well of you, or if things are going too smoothly...better check your heart.   Satan declares war on the saint the day he makes a committment to serve the Lord wholeheartedly, but "greater is He that is in you..."





      D.   Submission: v.8-9





  ILLUS: Suddenly the preacher they despised becomes a friend.





             l.   They believed Samuel's (God's) word and submitted to his jdgmt.


             2.   They trusted in Samuel's prayers in their behalf. v.8


             3.   They had faith in Samuel's sacrifice. v.9





  IV. VICTORY: v.10-13





      A.   Intervention: v.10





 l.   When God is on your side prayers get answered, miracles happen and He gets the glory.


2.   God doesn't work miracles every day, but the Israelites needed to be encouraged, so the Lord spoke out of the awesome thunder.





Psalm 104:7  


At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 





      B.   Courage: v.11





             l.   The formerly cowardly Iraelites now have great boldness.


             2.   They know God is on their side and God and one make a majority.





ILLUS: Spirit fullness and boldness comes with revival.  You can pray effectively again, give courageously again, witness powerfully again.





      C.   Testimony: v.12





l.   These who had previously been ashamed had their testimony restored and erected a monument to their God and His power.


         	  2.   "Ebenezer" means "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."





      D.   Peace: v.13





      E.   Restoration: v.l4





ILLUS: They were once again able to possess their possessions.  God has so much more for us than we are generally able to receive.  But when we get revived, He is able to open the windows of heaven and share with us those blessings.


          John Wesley said: "Give me l00 men who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I will shake the world."





CONCL: YES WE CAN! HAVE REVIVAL!  But we need deep conviction of sin and a genuine lamenting after God before we can expect to hear from heaven.  Are you ready?  Are there some idols that need to be destroyed?  Are you frustrated enough with your sin?  Will you confess your need, cry out to Him and seek His blessing?








“ROTTEN ROBBERS OF REVIVAL”





TEXT:  Exodus 32





THESIS:  To show the subtle fleshly lusts which rob believers and churches of revival.





INTRO:  A.  We like to blame the devil for anything wrong in our lives.  But the simple truth is, we are our own worst enemies, i.e., it is usually us (our flesh) which robs us of the fullness of the Spirit or personal or church revival, not the devil or someone else.





                 B.   The nation of Israel had just come out of Egypt was standing on the brink of the Promised Land.  The “land flowing with milk and honey” was just a few days away.  Instead of receiving what God had for them, they wandered for the next 40 years in the dry, parched desert and an entire generation died in the wilderness.  Why?  Because of the “ROTTEN ROBBERS OF REVIVAL.”  





ILLUS:  A few short weeks ago our church stood on the brink of revival.  In that brief period there is no doubt that Satan has kicked up his cloven hoofs against us, but mostly it is just our flesh and sinful old natures which have kept us from what God wanted for us.





1   R.R.O.R. #1:  DISRESPECT FOR AUTHORITY:





A.   Rebellion Against God’s Word:  Ex.31:12





  1.   It was God, not Moses, Who gave the 10 Commandments.


            2.   It was God, not Moses, Who defeated Pharaoh and miraculously delivered them and 


brought them to Sinai.


   3.   When they rebelled, it was ultimately against God and His Word.





ILLUS:  We are fundamentalists!  We are KJV only!  We are people of the Book! God’s Word is precious to us!  Why then do we rebel against the teaching and preaching?!  When we are in rebellion against God’s Word, we are in rebellion against God!  cf. Ex. 33:1-3





B.   Rebellion Against God’s Man:  cf. v.23 withv.1





  1.   Moses was only a mere man, but he was God’s man.


  2.   God always works through a man among His people.





ILLUS:  That simple truth has often caused God’s people grief.  They just can’t grasp how God would set apart one man above others.  Their flesh rebels at the very idea.


	


Num. 16:1-3 


1  Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men: 


2  And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown: 


3  And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?





Num. 16:31-32 


31  And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them: 


32  And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. 





	When church members bad mouth the preacher, they are on dangerous ground! God never sends revival when people are in rebellion against God’s man!  You say,  “Who do you think YOU are?  Just a man whom God has called.  Cf. v.28 and 35  (Some had a real problem the night Bro. Monday asked for folks to come down and  “honor God’s man” - me!  It would have been better and less hypocritical for you not to come or just walk out, than to pretend love, respect and loyalty!)





3.   They lied when they said they didn’t know where Moses was - they had set guards at the base of Sinai and could see the smoke, fire, lightning, and hear the thunder.


4.    God was this close and they preferred a cow to lead them instead of God and His man;    when the authority is wrong, worldliness sets in bad decisions are made.





ILLUS:  Nothing has changed!  Men still make decisions which will affect their lives and their family and never consult the man of God!  “Why should I go talk to him?





11   R.R.O.R. #2: IDOLATRY:  v.24 with v.4-6





A.   Improper Authority = Improper Worship





  1.   They had substituted Aaron for Moses.  v.1


  2.   They had substituted a golden calf for God.  v.8





   a.   Instead of praying they end up playing.  V.6


   b.   Instead of fasting they end up feasting.  V.6


   c.   Instead of revival there is warfare.  V.17


   d.   Instead of praise there is pollution.  V.17


   e.   Instead of devotion there is dancing.  V.18


   f.   Instead of blessing there is barrenness.  V.18,27,28





ILLUS:  When we put our ideas ahead of God’s leading; refuse His authority and those He places over us; judgment and disaster always results.  Instead of revival, victory and blessing God sends leanness, poverty and chastening.  Ps. 106:13-23!





111   R.R.O.R. #3:  SECRET SINS





A.   Secret Sins Sap Spirituality:  cf. Josh.6 and 7





ILLUS:  Israel’s first victory in the Promised Land was marred by the secret sin in the camp when Aachan stole that which had been dedicated to God in Jericho.  Jericho was the first-fruits in the new land and belonged to God.  When Israel went against Ai they were roundly defeated because of Aachan’s sin!





  1.   Personal sin must be confessed.  I John 1:9


  2.   Public sin must be dealt with.  I Cor. 5:1ff


  3.   Secret sin must be repented of and forsaken.  Prov. 29:1	


  


Prov. 29:1


He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without 


remedy. 





   a.   Secret sins not only sap spirituality but hinder revival and victory.


b.   Secret sins “in the camp” are not secret to the Lord, and He will withhold victory, 


revival and blessing until they are dealt with.





ILLUS:  Our secret sins keep the windows of heaven shut, curtail the blessings of God and stifle spirituality and growth.  They also impact on the church and hold back revival.





CONCL:  Here is a short list of  “ROTTEN ROBBERS OF REVIVAL.”  There are no doubt many others we could list.  We can fast, pray, work, knock on doors, etc. but there will be no revival till we deal with our Disrespect For Authority, Idolatry, and Secret Sins.  Do you really want revival?  For most I believe the answer is YES. For some the answer is a definight NO.  You vote by your willingness to respond to the invitation.  That fateful day Moses gave an invitation.  He said:  “Who is on the Lord’s side?  Let him come unto ME!”  He was God’s man and he knew it.  It was not egotism nor conceit








“IT’S ALL THE PREACHER’S FAULT!”





TEXT:  II Cor. 6:3





THESIS:  To show that individual responsibility must be accepted for many of our short comings and spiritual problems.





INTRO:  A.  Preachers fall into many pitfalls and when they do they are to be blamed.  There are 4 primary pitfalls into which preachers are likely to fall:


     


The pitfall of IMMORALITY.  Ez.22:26


The pitfall of DOCTRINAL ERROR.


			


ILLUS:  The Neo-evangelical gurus mix up a “lukewarm combination of Script.  With enormous doses of psychology and dish it out to unsuspecting fundamentalists.  Dayton Hobbs   An admission of the neo mentality was stated by a leading neo (David Plowinson):  “Psyc-hology’s culture, social, and pragmatic authority proved too strong.  Biblical truth (seems) insufficiently applicable.”  In other words Biblical truth is no longer adequate, we need psychology.  (Like the leading psychologist on TV who wrote a book on dating, romance and finding the right mate.  The only problem is that she was married 5 times!)





  3.   The pitfall of success, prosperity and fame.  (“I can do no wrong.”)


  4.   The pitfall of Ecclesiastical compromise and interdenominational confusion.





ILLUS:  There are other things preachers can and should be blamed for that bring reproach upon Christ and cause the ministry to be blamed.  But there are many things which go wrong in churches and that Christians get involved in that are NOT THE PREACHER’S FAULT and for which the ministry should NOT be blamed…





IT’S NOT THE PREACHER’S FAULT IF THERE IS…


1   …LACK OF REVIVAL:





A.   Preachers Don’t Produce Revival…God Does!


B.   Preachers Can’t Pray Down or Preach Up Revival…God Must Send It!


C.   Preachers Cannot Be Blamed For A Lack Of Personal Revival:





  1.   That is the individual believers personal responsibility.


  2.   Personal revival includes confession of all known sin.   I John 1:9


  3.   It includes the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  Eph. 5:18


  4.   It includes internalizing God’s Word.   Ps. 119:11


DEFINITION:  “Revival is that special season of spiritual refreshing when believers experi-ence a deep Holy Spirit conviction of sin, causing them privately and publicly to confess and renounce such sin; all of this resulting in a renewal of their dedication to God and the whole experience bearing fruit in the salvation of lost souls. R.DeHaan





11   …A LACK OF GROWTH:  





A.   Preachers Can Serve A Balanced Diet, But Cannot Make Christians Partake.





ILLUS:  When you go to a buffet, it is not the cooks fault if everything is prepared and set out if you fail to partake or to eat.  





1 Peter 5:2-3


2	Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 


3	Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 





  1.   Peter places the feeding of the flock upon the preachers shoulders.


  2.   But Peter also places the burden of growth upon the believers shoulders.





2 Peter 3:17-18


17	Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 


18	But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 





B.   The Preacher Is Often Limited in the Diet He Serves Because of Immature Believers.   Cf.  Heb. 5:11-14





ILLUS:  A family told me they were leaving the church because my messages were “over the heads” of their elementary aged children!  I hope so!  Paul blamed the carnality of the Christ-ians in Corinth on their lack of spiritual growth.  Cf. I Cor. 3:1-3





111   …A LACK OF CONVICTIONS:





A.   The Preacher Should Have High Standards and Strong Convictions:


B.   The People Must Mature and Grow In Both Areas.





   1.   We must learn to suffer wrong and not be easily offended.  





1 Cor. 6:7-8


7	Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? 


8	Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. 





Ps. 119:165


Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them. 





 2.   We must tailor our convictions to God’s Word, not the world’s whims or fashions, etc.


 3.   We must be willing to give up that which offends other weaker Christians.


 4.   We must not demand of others what we do not practice ourselves.


 5.   We must examine the historic and biblical standards identified with fundamentalism of the 


past.


6.   We need to be gracious, not judgmental and Pharisaical towards those who do not share 


our convictions and standards.





1V   …A LACK OF MOTIVATION:  





A.   The Pastor Is Responsible To Motivate and Inspire His People By Example and	  Preaching and Teaching.


B.   The Pastor Is Not Responsible If His Leadership Is Neglected Or Ignored!





   1.   If you don’t read the Bible…It’s YOUR fault!


   2.   If you don’t have devotions…It’s YOUR fault!


   3.   If you don’t go soul-winning…It’s YOUR fault!


   4.   If you don’t make Christ Lord…It’s YOUR fault!


   5.   If you don’t get involved…It’s YOUR fault!


   6.   If you don’t get baptized…It’s YOUR fault!


   7.   If you don’t join the church…It’s YOUR fault!


   8.   If you don’t love others…It’s YOUR fault!


   9.   If you are lazy, unfaithful and disloyal…It’s YOUR fault!





Heb. 10:24-25


24	And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 


25	Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but ex-horting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 





V   …A LACK OF STEADFASTNESS:  





1 Cor. 15:58


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 





A.   If You Quit Or Drop Out It’s Not The Preachers Fault!


B.   If You Compromise Doctrine, Convictions or Standards, It’s Not the Preachers Fault!


C.   If You Fall Into Sin, It’s Not The Preacher’s Fault!


D.   If You Backslide, It’s Not The Preacher’s Fault!


E.   If You Become Critical, or Develop a Wounded Spirit, It’s Not the Preachers Fault!





CONCL:  Preachers have more than enough to answer for and will give an account to the Great Shepherd (Pastor) without people in the pews blaming them for their own laxity, lethargy and laziness!  (Heb. 7:17). IT’S NOT THE PREACHERS FAULT!








“AS - SO, NOT AS - IS”





TEXT: John 17





THESIS:  To use Christ’s High Priestly prayer to define Christ likeness and to urge toward revival.





INTRO:  A. The simplest definition for revival found in the Scriptures, I believe, is Christ likeness.


Surely if we are like Him, we will live in a state of revival.  ‘AS - IS” should never be good enough for the believer.  Our desire should be “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT.”  “AS - SO” is always better than “AS - IS!”





ILLUS: The sign “AS - IS” on a item for sale (like a car), is usually a warning that the owner doesn’t want to be responsible to fix things after the sale.  The “AS - IS” label on a Christian means he or she is one who is satisfied with the status-quo of his/her life and doesn’t want to be responsible to fix things and is resistant to revival.





                B. The dictionary definition for revival is “a restoration...after a period of decline.”  It defines a revival meeting as “a meeting characterized by fervid preaching, public confession of sins, professions of renewed faith, etc....” Revival means the believer is not satisfied with “AS - IS” and desires “AS - SO” i.e., “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT.”  





TRANS: If revival is Christlikeness then we must define what Christlikeness is.  Jesus does so in His High Priestly Prayer just before going to Calvary.





I.  CHRIST IS OUR SOURCE OF JOY:   v.13





	A.   Christ Prays That We May Have His Joy!


		


	       1.   This joy is not emotional effervescence.


	       2.   This joy is not a fluctuating “good feeling.”


3.   This joy is “My joy” i.e., the tranquillity which Christ enjoyed by always doing His Father’s will.





ILLUS: This joy cannot be manufactured, worked up or even prayed down.  It doesn’t come in 


pills, bottles or needles!  It comes by discovering and doing God’s will.





4.   This joy comes by unbroken fellowship with the Lord - “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





ILLUS: Most Christians are like the bored church-goer doodling in the pew during the sermon.  His doodles were discovered by the janitor and included this pungent poem: “To dwell above with the saints in love, Aye, that will be glory! To dwell below with the saints I know, Now that’s a different story!” Contrast these tragic words with those of the blind hymn writer Fanny Crosby who lived 90 years in darkness: “Oh, what a happy soul am I!  Although I cannot see, I am resolved that in this world  Contented I shall be.  How many blessings I enjoy That other people don’t. To weep and sigh, because I’m blind, I cannot and I won’t!”





II. CHRIST IS OUR MOTIVE FOR PERSECUTION:  v.14





	A.   Christ Knows We Will Be Persecuted For Him:





	       1.   It is our message (“thy Word”), not our manner that irritates unbelievers.


	        2.   It is our witness, not our words that agitates the unsaved.


     3.   We are in an alien environment; the world will naturally be hostile to super-natural 


      beings.  “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





III. CHRIST IS OUR EXAMPLE FOR SEPARATION:  v.15,16





A.   Christ Prayed That We Would Not Experience Immediate Translation But Practice Separation





ILLUS:  The marooned sailor was overjoyed to see a ship respond to his distress signal.  A small boat came ashore and an officer handed the man a stack of newspapers and said: “The Captain suggests you read what’s going on in the world, and then let him know if you want to be rescued.”


	The believers has no choice.  We are saved down here and left down here to serve Him.  Where we have sinned against Him, we must now serve Him.





1.   This prayer is for protection and preservation.  As the Father kept the Son, so the Son prays for His disciples.


2.   Jesus prays we will not be snared by sin or Satan: Satan is the fisherman, the world is  the bait and sin is the hook!  Don’t get caught!


3.   Spiritual victory over sin is better than total exemption from sin: “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





IV. CHRIST IS OUR PATTERN FOR TRUTH:  v.17





	A.   Christ Prayed That We Would Be Set Apart By Truth: 





	        1.   Their are twin Sources of Truth: The Living Word and The Written Word.


	        2.   Jesus said He was “The Truth;” The Bible declares itself to be “The Truth.”





ILLUS: The latest perversion of “The Truth” is “The NEW Contemporary English Version Bible.”


	Truth is static, it never changes, it therefore cannot be “NEW”!  If it is “Contemporary” it would have to be “politically correct,” i.e., God/Christ/Spirit could not be masculine, Jesus could not be a Jew - that would be discriminatory toward Gentiles, etc.





V.  CHRIST IS OUR INCENTIVE FOR MINISTRY:  v.18





A.   Christ Prayed That We Would Duplicate His Ministry:  (note the “as” and “so” in this verse)





	        1.   Jesus came to reveal the Father - We are sent to reveal the Son.


	        2.   Jesus came to seek the Lost - We are sent to do the same.


	        3.   Jesus came into a world of corruption - We are to be the salt of the earth.


                    4.   Jesus was sent as the Light of the world - We are to shine as lights in the world.


	         5.   Jesus was filled with the Spirit - We are indwelt and empowered by the Spirit.


	         6.   Jesus was ever about His Father’s business - We are to be about His business.


7.   Jesus was the Perfect Son of God - We are to be sons of God striving for per-fection.


	         8.   “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





VI. CHRIST IS OUR MODEL FOR SANCTIFICATION:   v.19





A.   Christ Prayed That We Might Be Set Apart From This World: (note the “they also” here)


	


ILLUS: A lady was unsuccessful in selling her diet product called “Weight Right” and asked her husband why.  He examined the package and found it attractive; heard her pitch and she was enthusiastic.  When he looked at the brochure he said: “Uh Oh!  “What’s wrong?” she asked.  He said:


	“Shall I be polite or truthful?”  “Truthful, of course,” she answered.  “Well dear,” he said, “you look like the ‘before’ picture instead of the ‘after’ picture.”  As believers we must look like the “after” (salvation) picture.  We must be more Christlike to be convincing.  “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





VII. CHRIST IS OUR PILOT FOR UNITY:  v.20-23





	A.   Christ Prayed We Might Be One:





	       1.   Union is mechanical; unity is living. 





ILLUS: Tying two dead sticks together is union; grafting a living twig into a living tree is unity. Denominational union is mechanical and lifeless and produces further division and disunity!





	       2.   Uniformity is dull; unity with variety is exciting.





ILLUS: A man who belonged to a Plymouth Brethren church had his leg amputated while working in an iron mine in Duluth, Minn.  He was rushed to a Catholic Hospital; an Episco-palian surgeon performed the operation and he was cared for by a Presbyterian nurse.  He advertised for an artificial leg in a Congregational newspaper and a Methodist widow, whose crippled husband had been a Baptist took his artificial leg out of storage and sent it by Lutheran messenger.  When the amputee learned the full story he said, “I guess I’m now ‘Unightd Brethren.’”


	True unity comes from the new birth, not church affiliation, or a forced union or merger of denominations.  “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





VIII. CHRIST IS OUR PROTOTYPE FOR GLORIFICATION: v.24





	A.   Christ Prayed For Our Ultimate Salvation Benefit:





        1.   We are guaranteed to share in His glory because His prayers are always answered!


	        2.   Note the words “they...with Me...”  


3.   Every other aspect of Christlikeness is to be fulfilled in this life, this is the final and future identification with Christ - “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





IX.  CHRIST IS OUR STANDARD FOR LOVE:  v.25-26





	A.   Christ Prayed For Our Love To Be Like That Of The Father For Him:





1. These 9 characteristics of Christ likeness, like the 9-fold fruit of the Spirit, both include joy and love.


2.   This love is the love a Father has for His only Son; we are to reproduce it in our life and in our church - AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”





CONCL:  Let’s not settle for “AS - IS” and instead strive for “AS - SO!”  True revival is simple Christ likeness.  Let’s not settle for anything less.  Let’s ask the Lord to make us dissatisfied with “AS - IS” and to give us “AS - SO”  -  “AS THE SON - SO THE SAINT!”








"THE 'PURL' OF GREAT PRICE"





TEXT: Ps. 85:6





INTRO: A. Tonight I will use the acrostic P-U-R-L to set forth four major concepts of Godly living which I have been personally praying for on nearly a daily basis for over a year.  My prayer is somewhat selfish, in that I desire this for myself, but also somewhat unselfish in that I desire it for our church as well.





                B. The word "revival" is a Hebrew word which means to quicken or make alive, to give life to.  It is very close to the concept of resurrection, only with this word we are talking about a spiritual resurrection, not a physical one.  The word revival implies that something has died spiritually and needs to be resurrected or resusitated.





ILLUS: The concept of CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary Resucitation) is the closest illustration I can think of in the physical realm to show what is involved in revival.  If we would treat spiritual failure with the same emergency measures that we treat physical failure, we would have revival!





TRANS: Using four words which begin with the letters "P-U-R-L" let's look at  "THE 'PURL' OF GREAT PRICE"...





I.  UNITY:





    A.   The Classic  OLD TESTAMENT Passage: Ps. 133





    B.   The Classic  NEW TESTAMENT Passage: Acts 2:1





ILLUS: The power of Pentecost is avail. to us today even if the event is not.  It begins with unity!  God could move at Pentecost uniquely because of the power of unity.  Unity is not sameness it is agreement.  Unity is not uniformity it is commonality of purpose.  Unity produces harmony, disunity produces chaos.  To achieve unity is simply to seek and be satisfied with God's will without any personal agenda.  Cf. Acts 2:46; 4:24; 5:12, etc.





II. L-OVE:





    A.   Love for God:





NOTE: One of the reasons we have so little love for each other in the church is that we have so little love for the Lord.  It is when His love flows thru us that we can manifest love for each other.  Love demands that we put the interests of the one loved first.





    B.   Love for One Another:





John 13:34-35  


34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.


35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 





          1.   Based on this definition of a disciple, do YOU qualify?


          2.   According to this passage others will know if we are His if we manifest genuine love for 


          one another.





III. POWER:





    A.   Unity + Love = Power





1. There can be no power in the believer's life until he/she is empty of selfish motives, ambitions and desires.


2.   Putting the Lord's will above our own will produce unity, putting other's interests above our own reveals love and together this will produce power.





ILLUS: The lack of Holy Ghost power in our church is a direct result of our selfishness and a revelation of our pride and worldliness.





I John 2:9-11   


9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.


10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.


11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 





I John  2:15-16  


15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 





IV. R-EVIVAL:





    A.   Unity + Love + Power = Revival





1.   If revival is the impartation of new spiritual energy or life, we must first recognize the fact that we are spiritually lifeless.


           2.   One of the marks of new life is given to us in I John 3:14 and is basic.





I John 3:14  


We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.





             a.   Can you say you TRULY love the brethren?


             b.   If so why is there so much hatred in our hearts?


             c.   Why is there so much division in our church?


             d.   Why is there so much strife among us?





CONCL: The results of genuine biblical revival will be a freshness of forgiveness of those who hurt us; a desire to see God's will accomplished at any cost; a genuine love for each other which doesn't emphasize our faults and failures (we all have them!), but covers imperfections.  This will give us the power we must have to influence the lost and see answered prayer.





Please join me in DAILY praying for these four key elements and ask God to humble you so that He can accomplish His will in your life and in our church!  Only then can we have "THE 'PURL' OF GREAT PRICE!"








"GIVE US A REVIVING!"





TEXT: Ezra 9-10





THESIS: To show the revival under Ezra and how the principles apply today.





INTRO: A. People never change.  The Israelites of yesteryear are no different than the Christians today.  There is a cycle which repeats itself again and again in history: revival, sin, judgment, confession, repentance, revival.   Israel had just been through the judgment (captivity) stage.  God raised up a man named Ezra whose heart was broken over the sin of his people and he confessed that sin and laid out the path for repentance and revival.  Chapters 9 and 10 show us what happened.





                B. God never changes.  What God did for Israel He wants to do for us. He wants to send revival.  But we must confess our sin and repent or the alternative is judgment.  With Ezra our prayer needs to be "GIVE US A REVIVING!"





I.  THE PROBLEM: v.1-4





    A.   Not Separated: v.1





          1.   The problem with Israel was intermarriage specifically.


          2.   They had married the heathen in direct disobedience to God's command





ILLUS: The problem with God's people is always that they are "not separated" They always allow the old nature to lust after the world.  The flesh is our problem.  It has an insatiable appetite for fleshly satisfaction.   Were there not enough Israelite women?  Were the heathen more beautiful?  No, the problem is that the forbidden is always more attractive to the flesh.  "The grass is always greener..." but that's because the devil has painted it with a coat of green poison!





Prov. 9:17-18  


17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.


18   But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell. 





NOTE: The problem with every child of God here today is that they are "not separated" from something!  We always "want" something we shouldn't have.  A new car, house, boat, camper, cabin, woman, man, husband, wife, etc.  The world, thru TV, advertisements, movies, mag-azines...cause us to lust and sin and keep us from being separated unto the Lord!  We are "not separated" from the world and unto the Lord!





II. THE PRAYER: v.5-15





    A.   For Mercy:





1.   Ezra realized that Israel had just been brought out of captivity (God's judgment stage) and was fearful that he would again judge them.


          2.   Ezra begins intercessory prayer, kneeling with his hands spread out in appeal to God.  


          3.   Ezra is extremely ashamed and blushes at the very mention of Israel's sin!  v.6





ILLUS: We need to learn how to blush again!  We have become so hardened to filthy language and filthy scenes on TV and videos, we no longer blush.  God pity us!  The TV talk shows have innundated us with every sin and perversion imaginable till we are not ashamed to talk about any sin.





          4.   Ezra praises the Lord for bringing them out of captivity. v.7,8


          5.   Ezra prays very specifically and asks God to "GIVE US A REVIVING!" v.9


          6.   Ezra also specifically confesses the nations sin. v.10-12


          7.   Ezra speaks of God's grace in not punishing Israel as much as they deserved.  v.13





ILLUS: Oh, the grace of God in giving us what we do not deserve and the mercy of god in not giving us what we do deserve!





III. THE PROMISE: 10:1-5





    A.   Major Commitment:





1.   God answered Ezra's intercessory prayer and the men, women and children came to him heartbroken and weeping.  v.1


       	2.   A great confession is made to Ezra as God's man. v.2


       	3.   A great covenant is also made. v.3,4


4.   Ezra seizes the moment and gets the leaders and the people to swear they will follow through with their statement of repentance. v.5





ILLUS:  The problem is the same today: "not separated" but the people are not willing to make a break with their sin as in Ezra's day.  Until that is done there will be no revival!


         Many believers get under conviction again and again, but refuse to make any specific commitment to the Lord and thus are not filled with the Spirit and have no power with men or God.


         We may shake our heads at Israel's sin, but at least they were willing to do something to break the cycle.  Our problem is that because of God's grace and mercy we no longer believe in His judgment.





Eccl. 8:11  


Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 





IV. THE PREACHING: v.10-11





    A.   Very Pointed:


  


           1.   Ezra reminds them of their specific sin of intermarriage with heathen.





ILLUS: Preaching that is generic or general is not biblical preaching!  The specific sins which are problematic at the moment must be named!





          2.   He then makes two demands of them:





                 a.   They must confess their sin.


                 b.   They must separate from their sin, i.e. forsake it.





ILLUS: Preaching which demands no immediate and long range response is not biblical preaching.  Beware the church or preacher who fails consistently to give an invitation to respond to the message.





V.  THE PURIFICATI0N:  v.12,17-19,44





    A.   Always Painful:





1.   It is always difficult to extricate ourselves from whatever sin our flesh has become comfortable with.


2.   Their response in this case meant they would have to divorce and deport their wives and children!


       	3.   The alternative was God's judgment!





CONCL: It is repentance and revival or justice and judgment!  Oh Lord, "GIVE US A REVIVING!"








"REVIVE US...AGAIN!"





Ps. 85:6  


Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?





INTRO: A. Our text says "...revive us AGAIN" and Habbakkuk's prayer was "...revive thy work in the midst of years."  The exuberance and enthusiasm and zeal of the early years are too soon replaced with flagging fervency in the middle years.  Just as in the physical realm our bodies slow down and we lose some of the enthusiasm of youth, so in the spiritual realm.





                B. In the physical realm we regularly get check ups to keep fit, so too we need a spiritual check up from time to time to see whether or not we need a tonic or injection to "REVIVE US...AGAIN!"





TRANS: Tonight we will provide a REVIVAL CHECKLIST so that you can personally assess and evaluate your spiritual well-being and make whatever adjustments are necessary ...


        Simply place a check mark before each statement which describes your spiritual level NOW on the attached checklist.  In other words, if these statements describe you, check it off...we will score it later...





YOU NEED REVIVAL...





1 ___ WHEN YOU JUSTIFY SIN:





      A.   Perhaps you rationalize that a "little" won't hurt you.


      B.   Perhaps you convince yourself that YOU are different than others.


      C.   Perhaps you believe you can sin with immunity and impunity.





2 ___ WHEN THE LOCAL CHURCH LOSES ITS LUSTRE:





      A.   The services used to excite and delight you.


      B.   Souls walking the aisles used to thrill you.


      C.   New truths from God's Word used to enthuse you.


      D.   The old hymns used to bless you.


      E.   The fellowship used to encourage you.


      F.   The special music used to enthrall you.


      G.   The preaching used to convict you and convert you.





3 ___ WHEN YOU VIEW GOD'S WORD AS RESTRICTIVE:





      A.   You gloried in the commandments as giving liberty, freedom and happiness.


      B.   You gladly obeyed the Scriptures as an expression of your love.


      C.   Now you complain that God wants to rob you of your enjoyment of life.


      D.   Now you gripe over standards, convictions and even some doctrines.





ILLUS: The blessed doctrines of sanctification and separation are now viewed as keeping you from fun instead of keeping you from sin.  What you once realized as God's plan to keep you healthy, happy and clean you now see as God's desire to keep you from enjoyment and pleasure.





4. ___ WHEN YOU FAIL TO WITNESS:





       A.   Soul-winning used to be the best part of the Christian life.


       B.   Telling others of the Savior's love used to excite you and be a source of joy.


       C.   Now you have quit going out with the church and rarely really witness personally.


The soul-winning program initially attracted you to our church now it is old hat and 


you are bored with it.


       E.   Now you now fail to witness because you might embarrass others or yourself.





5. ___ WHEN YOUR TEARS DRY UP:





       A.   When was the last time you wept over a lost loved one?


       B.   When did you last shed tears over someone getting saved?


       C.   When did you last weep with those who weep?


       D.   When did you last cry over a fallen saint?





6. ___ WHEN SOMEONE TAKES HIS PLACE:





       A.   God, His will, His work and His Word used to be paramount in your life.


       B.   Some person, place, pursuit or plaything has now taken His place.





7. ___ WHEN YOU THOUGHT-LIFE DOESN'T FOCUS ON HIM:





       A.   What does your mind or heart dwell on in your leisure time?


       B.   What thoughts are uppermost in your mind in your private moments?





8. ___ WHEN YOU NO LONGER DELIGHT IN A DAILY DEVOTIONAL TIME:





Hos. 14:7  


They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 





       	A.   This is the devil's first area of attack.


B.   If he can keep you out of the Book and off of your knees he wins and you and the Lord lose.





9. ___ WHEN YOU DON'T GIVE CHEERFULLY:





A.   You used to gladly, willingly and cheerfully make out our weekly tithe and offerings check.


       	B.   You used to respond cheerfully to appeals for love gifts and special need giving.


C.   Now you gripe about the church "always asking for money" and rationalize your diminished giving.





10. ___ WHEN YOU LOOK FOR OTHER'S APPROVAL OVER THE LORD'S:





       	A.   Inwardly you are more concerned about the world's approval than the Lord's.


       	B.   Secretly you are more interested in your peer's acceptance than His.





11. ___ WHEN YOU ARE UNABLE TO FORGIVE OTHERS:





A.   Our Savior made our forgiveness of others the prerequisite of God's forgiveness to us.


B.   Lack of forgiveness of others suggests an attitude of spiritual superiority over others, selfishness, egocentricity, hardness of heart, lack of love and a cold or bitter spirit.





12. ___ WHEN YOU BECOME COMPLACENT TO SIN:





A.   We have come full circle; we started this checklist with justifying sin now we conclude with complacency.


       	B.   If you don't want to end up complacent toward sin, don't justify it.


C.  The downward spiral of the backslidden saint begins and ends with a wrong attitude toward sin.





SCORE:





       10-12 CHECK MARKS = SPIRITUALLY DEAD! (Rev. 3:1b)


        7-9  CHECK MARKS = SPIRITUALLY WEAK  (Rev. 3:8)


        4-6  CHECK MARKS = LUKEWARMNESS  (Rev. 3:15-16)


        1-3  CHECK MARKS = LOSING YOUR CLOSE WALK (Rev. 3:2)


         0   CHECK MARKS = YOU ARE REVIVED!  (III Jn. 2-5)














"AFTER THE MEETING IS OVER..."





TEXT: Acts 2:41-47





THESIS: To show that revival should not be temporary, but continue "AFTER THE MEET-ING IS OVER..."





INTRO: A. Our Tent Revival is history for another year!  But the burning question is: has revival ended or just begun?  This question presupposes whether in fact YOU did indeed experience personal revival.  On the day of Pentecost 3000 got saved, baptized and added to the church (v.41).  But the rest of the chapter shows what happened "AFTER THE MEETING WAS OVER..." Note the words "they continued steadfastly..." v.42a





                B. Some things are different, i.e., we are not meeting under the tent, we have pews instead of chairs, carpet instead of grass, air conditioning, no bugs, etc.  But many other things, the most important things have not changed:  God's Word Is Still Inspired:  Apostle's doctrine..." v.42a


             God's Spirit Is Still Working: "fear came upon every soul" v.43a


             God's People Are Still Family: "contd....in...fellowship" v.42b,44a,45


             God's Man Is Still Preaching: (different man, same message)


             God's Work Still Has Needs: (people are still lost; money needed)





TRANS: "AFTER THE MEETING IS OVER..." we can either crawl back into our rut, or continue the revival.  But just what IS revival?  Let me summarize what revival is from the week of meetings and what the preachers said...





I.  KNOWING GOD BETTER:





NOTE: There are many ways or levels of knowing someone, including the Lord:





    A.   Historically:





           1.   Like Washington, Lincoln or even Reagan.


           2.   Like Jesus the babe in a manger (Christmas), or dying on the cross (Good Friday), or 


           coming out of the tomb (Easter): as many know him.





    B.   Biblically:





           1.   Like Joseph, Daniel, Job, David or Paul.


           2.   Knowing Him as a Bible character is no better than merely knowing Him as a historical


            figure.





    C.   Redemptively:  (as Savior)





       	1.   Many believers have accepted Christ as Savior, but do not know Him as Lord.


2.   It is wonderful to know Christ as Savior and that gives you a "fireescape from hell, but God wants us to know His Son beyond just a ticket to heaven.





    D.   Intimately:





       	1.   Pastor Clark said that you get to know Him intimately in 3 places:


          	         a.   In the quiet place (with a consistent devotional life).


          	         b.   On the mountain top (like the tent meetings).


          	         c.   In the valleys (when trouble comes...and it will!)





2.   I would like to add the most important place you learn to know Him on an intimate level:





          	          a.   In the daily routine!


b. The hum-drum life at work as a breadwinner, at home in the kitchen, changing diapers, raising the children.





ILLUS: The devil has sold us and told us a lie!  He says you can get to know the Lord better in the Seminary or Bible College classroom better than you can at work, or at home!  You get to know ABOUT Him in the classroom, but you get to know HIM day-by-day!





II. LOVING HIM MORE:





ILLUS: The poet said of his true love: "How do I love thee, let me count the ways..."  For the believer there is only one way: obedience!  Jesus summarized the whole duty of the believer in one simplistic statement: "If ye love Me, keep My commandments!"  The Spirit of God stated through His prophet/priest Samuel: "To obey is better than sacrifice."





    A.   Thru Obedience:





1.   Whatever God has revealed for man to do should be obeyed heartily, enthusiastically and completely.





ILLUS: The story of Jehu in II Kings 10 is fascinating, but tragic.  Jehu pretended to follow in wicked King Ahab's footsteps as a Baal worshipper, but instead he proclaimed a great assembly for Baal and all the followers of Baal came into Baal's cathedral.  Then Jehu appointed 80 men to kill them inside their Temple and destroy all the images and burn them!  Amen, brother Jehu!  But he didn't go far enough and incomplete obedience is insufficient obedience.





II Kings 10:28-29  


28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.


29 Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan.





                2.   What area of obedience have YOU failed God in?





ILLUS: You say, "I've been saved, baptized, joined the church, tithe, come to all the services, read my Bible, and pray.  Yes, but what about soul winning?  Or what about quitting gambling?  Or cussing?  Or smoking? Or drinking?  Or pornography?  Or Video Movies?  





III. SUBMITTING TO HIS LORDSHIP:





    A.   Surrender:





ILLUS: A city-wide meeting was being planned years ago and someone suggested having D.L. Moody as the evangelist.  One young preacher asked: "Why Moody?   Does he have a monoply of the Holy Spirit?"  An older, godly preacher spoke up: "No, Moody does not have a monoply of the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly of D.L. Moody!"





           1.   To surrender means to quit fighting, to lay down your arms, to cease hostility.


           2.   Surrendering means to relinquish control to a higher authority.


           3.   To surrender means giving up something to gain something better.





ILLUS: A boy got his finger caught in his own raccoon trap on the Chapline River in Kentucky.  He couldn't free himself so he slept all night on the log to which the trap was secured.  When he awoke he saw the river rising.  He realized he would soon be swept away.  So he cut off his finger to save his life.


        Sometimes we need to "cut off" something dear to us to gain favor with the Lord.





a.   Perhaps you need to surrender your temper today, or your will, or your stubbornness or...


                  b.   Maybe you need to surrender yourself for His service today!





IV. GIVING HIM HIS POSSESSION:





NOTE: Pastor Yanizzi said that consecration is simply giving God what He already owns!





I Cor. 6:19  


What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?





CONCL: Now that the MEETING IS OVER, we can crawl back into our rut, or continue the revival.  These 4 areas of commitment define personal revival: KNOWING GOD BETTER, LOVING HIM MORE, SUBMITTING TO HIS LORDSHIP AND GIVING HIM HIS POSSESSION.  Don't YOU want to know Him intimately?  Obey Him to prove your love for Him?  Surrender something good to get something better?   Give Him back what He purchased with His own blood? 








WHERE DID YOU LEAVE THE LORD?


Or  “VIVED” or “REVIVED”?





TEXT:  Lk. 2:41-46





THESIS:  To show that the Lord never leaves us, but that we sometimes leave Him;  to also show what we lose when we do and how to retrieve our loss.





INTRO:  A.  Every parent knows the terror of losing a child in a mall, store, etc.  Mary and Joseph lost their Son, the Lord Jesus for 3 days!  It was an un- intentional departure! (text)  But the issue I want to address is the tragedy of losing the Savior, as a believer.


                  B.  We often preach about revival.  This morning we will look at what revival means and how to get back to the Lord if we have lost Him in our lives.  The word revival is interesting.  The prefix “re” usually means “again” – but the question is “again what?”  “Vival” means “life.”  “Re-vival” means “again life.” The believer had spiritual life imparted to him at the new birth.  We know that the Bible teaches that we can never lose that life, but we all know that to be merely alive is not enough, there needs to be some purpose, excitement and joy in that life.  That’s what a believer loses when He “loses” the Lord.  But, thank the Lord, we can have “again life” or life more abundantly.  We know we can never really lose the Lord, but when we depart from our “first love” for Him, we


lose many other things…





1   LOST INTIMACY:  Rev. 2:1-4





You Need A New ‘Honeymoon’    “remember…”





ILLUS:  My wife and I try to take an anniversary honeymoon.  We haven’t lost each other, but we may have lost our intimacy because of our schedule, pressures, etc. and we need to pump some intimacy back in our marriage.  We need a time alone with each other to talk, to spend time together, etc.  Remember how you used to want to do everything together?  Remember how you couldn’t wait to see him/her again?  Remember how even “small talk” excited you?  Remember how close you sat in the car together?  Your loss of these things was just like Mary and Joseph.  Their departure was unintentional.  Probably your departure was gradual also.





    1.   Fall in love with Him again.


    2.   Get to know Him again.





Phil. 3:10  


That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 





ILLUS: Of course Paul already knew the Lord, but He wanted to know Him intimately.  He wanted to know Him as John knew Him.  He wanted to fall in love with Him.  He wanted the sweetness and passion in his relationship with the Lord.


Remember how it was when you were first saved?  Remember how you longed for fellowship with Him in prayer?  Remember how you couldn’t wait to go to church again?  Remember how you loved His Word?  Remember how you talked about Him to others?  No one had to beg you, you had that passion!  Like Mary and Joseph, your departure from the Lord was unintentional.  You didn’t wake up one morning and say I am not going to be as close to the Lord as I was yesterday.  Not only was it unintentional, but it was gradual.  The loss of “first love” or spiritual intimacy is the first indicator that we need “again-life” or revival!





1   LOST ZEAL: 





A.   You Need A New Perspective:   “repent…”





   1.   When you find your zeal flagging, you need to “turn around” or repent!


   2.   When you had that “first love” you wanted to do more, give more, etc





ILLUS:  You said: “If I had more, I’d give more.”  But then God blessed you with more and you kept more.  You fell in love with what you had rather than Who you had!  You fell in love with God’s gifts instead of God’s Son.  And you lost your zeal.  When I love right, I live right.  (Jesus said:  “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”)  You can act right without loving, but you can’t love right with out acting right!





      3.   Zeal is nothing more than a passion to please the One you love.


      4.   You lose your zeal when your love is lost.





ILLUS:  Remember how you used to think up ways to please your husband or wife?  You would buy little gifts, be concerned about his/her needs, focus on his/her desires, try to please?  When your love diminished, your desire to please diminished.  





III.  LOST DESIRE:   





A.   You Need A New Dedication:  “repeat the first works…”





ILLUS:  If I can remember how it used to be, it proves I am not where I need to be!  If I can remember how it used to be, it means it’s not the way it is now. I need revival – “again life!”





   1.   Principle:  “do what you did, to be what you were.”


   2.   Translation:  go back to basics, return to your first love.


   3.   Problem:  something/someone has distracted you to diminish your desire.


   4.   Tragedy:  you have found a new love to replace your first love.





      a.   It doesn’t satisfy.


      b.   You are not happy.





ILLUS:  Happiness is a by product of revival.  God never told us to search for happiness.  We will only be happy as we rekindle our love for Him, not if we increase our service to Him.  God never created us to keep us so busy serving that we have no time to remember Him and love Him.  God has more than enough angels to serve Him.  God created man to commune with Him, fellowship with Him, love Him and glorify Him.  We lose our desire for Him when we substitute something – even something good – for our intimacy with Him.  Happiness is not found searching for it, it is found finding Him again!  (text)  Mary and Joseph found happiness again when they found Him again!  Folks go back to service, or back to busyness or back to doing and jump over going back to Him and happiness eludes them.





       c.   You know it is wrong.


       d.   You are under conviction.





ILLUS:   Perhaps you are still serving or still tithing (although these things will be the next to go), but it’s not “again-serving” it’s “again living.”  It’s a revival of intimacy and passion, not of busyness and service.  Something (Someone!) within whispers that the Lord is lonely without your fellowship – “again-live.”





1   LOST INTEREST:





A.   You Need A New Direction:  Renew!





    1.   Sacrifice isn’t the answer – love is the answer.





      a.   Service is the result of love.


      b.   Love isn’t the result of service.





ILLUS:  Service demonstrates love, but only love will keep you serving when all else fails.  I can preach, prod, cajole and exhort you to serve, but if you don’t love Him, your service will be temporary!  You will quit!





     2.   Soundness (in doctrine) is not the answer – love is the answer.





      a.   Soundness precedes service, but is not a replacement for love.


      b.   The Ephesian church lost its love when both their belief and service were right.


      c.   The Ephesian church got cold when there was no fire and fervor in their love.





ILLUS:  The Bible says He is love.  When I get back to Him, I get back to love. He is also Truth (soundness), so getting back to Him will keep me sound.  He’s the Prince of peace, so getting back to Him will give me peace.  He is our hope so getting back to Him will reinforce my hope of eternal life.  Intimacy with Him is the cure for every spiritual ill we may have.  Finding Him will recover whatever we have lost.





      3.   Going back to Him is the answer!  Love and intimacy must be rekindled.





CONCL:  Have you left Him “a day’s journey,”… 3 days…a week…a month…a year…longer?  You departure from Him was unintentional and probably gradual, but your return must be intentional and immediate.  Revival is not getting back to a thing or service, it is getting back to Him.  Revival doesn’t mean “again-service” or “again-busy” or “again-confession of sin,” but “again life” or “again Christ.”  You need only to go back where you left Him.  He is waiting for you –


right there!





	If you are lost, you need “vival” (life), if you are saved and have left Him, you need re-vival (again-life or again-Christ).








“STOP BEING A (SPIRITUAL) LOSER!”





TEXT:  Judges 6-7





THESIS:  To show Gideon’s secret of success and God’s vehicle for victory are the same for believers today.





INTRO:  A.  The Spanish Armada, The Maginot Line, Gettysburg, The Battle of the Bulge, D-Day at Normandy, Tarawa, Iwo-Jima, Pork Chop Hill, the 38th Parallel, Dien Bien-Phu, Que San, Saigon, Hue, The Tet Offensive, etc, etc.  Such famous or infamous military battles have been handed down from generation to generation and are made subjects of universal acclaim – while those in Biblical history are passed over with little notice and totally ignored in secular history books.


             B.   How do we account for this?  Could it be that it is that one scenario represents the


 feats and achievements of men and the other the victories of God?! The devil glorifies the accomplishments of man, the Holy Spirit and the Word, the glories of God.





ILLUS:  We have few real heroes of today.  Men make much over the Aldrins and Armstrongs who helped put men in space and even on the moon.  But the heroes of tomorrow are those today who are doing exploits for God; the unnoticed, unhearalded, preachers and people quietly doing God’s will and work…   





Judges 6:11-12


11	And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianights. 


12	And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 





I.  GIDEON’S SECRET OF SUCCESS:  GOD!    Judges 6





A.   Gideon’s Unbelief:  v.12-13





ILLUS:  In the darkest hour God moves.  Gideon asked the question all ask at times:  “If the Lord be with us, why is all this befallen us?  and where be all His miracles?”





B.   Gideons’s Commission:  v.14


C.   Gideons’ Humility:  v.15


D.   Gideon’s Power:  v.16


E.   Gideon’s Worship: 





ILLUS:  When we realize our calling is of the Lord, and our strength is in Him, then we bow down and worship Him Who desires to do great exploits thru us.





   1.   He is instructed to build an altar:  v.24


   2.   He had to first destroy the altar of Baal.  v.25





ILLUS:  God refuses to compete for central place in our lives…He must have first place.  Thus is Gideon’s father passed by for the task of delivering Israel and his son is chosen.  His father was a Baal worshipper.  Praise the Lord for the sons who do not repeat the errors of their parents.  God repudiates the concept that “the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.”  Ez. 18:2b





F.   Gideon’s Obedience:  





   1.   He immediately obeyed God’s command.  v.27  “then Gideon…”


   2.   He put his life in jeopardy.  v.28


   3.   He stirred up the enemies of God.  v.29,30


             4.   He was saved by the Lord Who commanded him.  v.31,32  (thru Joash, his father [his 


              first convert?] and thru a logical plea)





II.  GOD’S VEHICLE FOR VICTORY:  GIDEON!   Judges 7





        A.   Diminishing the Army:  v.1,2  





ILLUS:  Who ever heard of too many in an army?  Only God!  (Again and again the Lord told His military men to reduce or not count the number in their armies, so when they won the battle, He would get the glory.)  By reducing this army God is showing that 





         1.   when yielded saints are employed only a few are needed,  


         2.   cowards need not volunteer to serve Him   


               3.   that Israel had no room for boasting.   (We need to let God be God in our lives!)





            a.   The cowards are excluded:  v.3  (32,000 to 10,000!)


            b.   The non-watchful are excluded:  v.4-7  (10,000 to 300!)





ILLUS:  Often the trouble with the church is that there are too many “friends” or rather “hangers on” to do the job!  Praise the Lord for Gideon’s faithful band.  Gideon started with the Sunday morning crowd, moved to the Sunday evening crowd and went to battle with the faithful prayer meeting crowd!





    B.   Equipping the Army: 


 


       1.   Trumpets to be blown:  to herald forth the warning.  v.16-18





ILLUS:  A “herald” was one who blew a trumpet to sound a warning or to proclaim good news.  The word “preach” means “to herald” in the NEW TESTAMENT   Thus these trumpets were symbolic of the Gospel preached.  It was good news for Gideon’s band and a warning blast to the Midianights.





       2.   Empty pitchers to be broken:  symbol of yieldedness.





ILLUS:  2 Cor. 4:7 tells us that earthen vessels are symbolic of our earthly bodies as believers.  In order to win battles our vessels must be empty of self and contain the Light of the world.  God works in yielded believers.





        3.   Lighted lamps to held forth:  the Word of God.





ILLUS:  The lights would shine forth only as the pitchers were broken.  So it is with our witness.





        4.   “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon” was to be shouted.





ILLUS:  This was to be their battle cry.  The “sword of the Lord” is the Word of God.  Gideon had become synonymous with God’s Word.  His Word had become Gideon’s and became a weapon in their hands.  When they did what God said, victory came





	C.   Winning the Victory:  v.19-23	





CONCL:  “STOP BEING A (SPIRITUAL) LOSER!”  Our Secret to Success is God and God’s Vehicles for Victory are yielded believers…just like Gideon.  What a hero!  What a winner!   








“THE DAY A STONE HEARD GOD’S WORD”





TEXT:  Joshua 24:26-27





THESIS:  To show that revival involves putting away selfish interests and making a specific commitment.





INTRO:  A.  God is running in a popularity contest!  This is not His choice or His desire, but it is true in the lives of many believers.  He is forced to compete with TV, worldly amusements, family, friends, relatives, money, autos, hobbies, careers, occupations, time, talents, etc., etc.  These things are in a real sense God’s competition. We all end up “CHOOSING GODS.”


  B.   Unfortunately, for God and for us, it has always been this way since Adam started the 


ball rolling.  Men get saved, dedicate everything to the Lord and soon turn away from Him to one of His competitors.  Thus it was with Israel in Joshua’s day…(thus t is today).  The people began serving OTHER gods, false gods… “strange gods.”





I.  THE COMPETITION:   v.14-20





A.   The gods of the Fathers:  v.14-15





  1.   Pre-flood gods





a.   There is some question as to which “flood” is spoken of here; Noah’s, the Euphrates or the Jordan River.


b.   Associated with each of these there were “gods” which caused the patriarchs and Israel after them to stumble.





ILLUS:  Before the flood of Noah’s day, men had forgotten God and substituted pleasure and sinful activity for the Lord.  In Abraham’s day in his hometown of Ur, pantheism and polytheism prevailed after Nimrod introduced it at Babel.  In Caanan, their were a multiplicity of gods to worship.





             (1   With Adam and Eve there was the god of self-indulgence.


      (2   With them and their progeny there were the gods of intellectualism and pride.


      (3   In Noah’s day there were the gods of lust and sexual pleasure.





B.   The gods of the Amorites:  	





   1.   Notice the constant contrast between the “gods” and the Lord God of Israel.


             2.   Joshua knew that if these gods or their images were allowed to continue to be retained, 


             they would bring about a relapse of idolatry after his death.





ILLUS:  This is the same reason Jesus asked the rich young rule to sell all he had and follow Him.





C.   The God of Heaven:  v.15





II.  THE CHOICE:  v.15


 


Joshua’s Exhortation:


 


  1.   He urges them to make the choice exclusively.  “put away the gods…” v.14


  2.   He urges them to make the choice then and there.  “this day…”


  3.   He urges them to make the choice without reservation.  “the gods…the Lord”





Joshua’s Example:





1.   First me, then my house.  (Leaders must commit themselves first – not as the most do, but as the best do)


  2.   Not me, without my house.  (We are responsible for our own house)


  3.   Not my house without me.   (He wouldn’t ask them to do what he was unwilling to do)





ILLUS:  A commitment to serve the Lord must be made without reservation and if necessary say without companionship (“as for me…”).  But it must also be made with our selfishness (“and my house…”).  





a.   The Lord must be served sincerely.  “As for me…”


b.   The Lord must be served resolutely.  “we will…”


c.   The Lord must be served exclusively.  “the Lord…”





ILLUS:  The Lord is a jealous God and will not share His status in our lives with anyone or anyt-hing.    





III. THE COVENANT:  v.16-27





The Consideration of a Covenant:  v.16-18





1.   The people realize that Joshua’s commitment should be theirs, after all the Lord had done 


for them.  


 2.   His covenant had provoked their memory of the Lord’s goodness and greatness.  





    B.   The Conditions of the Covenant:  v.19-20





  1.   Joshua declares the conditions of any covenant they may make and lets them know the 


consequences of half-hearted commitment.


  2.   They need to consider the holiness and exclusiveness of Deity; their commitment must be 


wholehearted or not at all!


       3.   He reminds them of the consequences of a half-hearted commitment. 





C.   The Content of the Covenant:  v.21





   1.   Their desire stated as they echo Joshua’s commitment.  “we will…”


   2.   Their revival is evident as they proclaim “we will serve the Lord…”





ILLUS:  This public confession is unlike that of Elijah’s time when he asked: “How long halt ye between two opinions?  And the people answered not a word.”  1 Ki. 18:21  For this kind of revival to become a reality one must see…





    a.   The futility and degeneracy of idolatry, and


    b.   The reality and supremacy of God.





               As Elijah said:  “If Baal be God, serve him, but if the Lord be God then serve Him!”





D.   The Confirmation of the Covenant:  v.22-28





   1.   The first witness:  the word of the people.  v.22





ILLUS:  When a person decides to follow Christ completely he ought to make it public with a verbal or visible commitment.  His move or lack of it is a witness in itself for or against him.





  2.   The second witness:  the removal of false gods.  v.23,24


  3.   The third witness:  the record of God.   v.25,26a





ILLUS:  God keeps records on all of us and our commitments and as He was pleased with the covenant Israel made with Him, He is pleased when we make a covenant with Him.





   4.   The fourth witness: the stone memorial:  v.27





ILLUS:  Here then is “THE STONE THAT HEARD GOD’S WORD”  and the people’s words of commitment.  


	Men have often erected memorials as silent witnesses of great achievements to remind future generations of what was done there.  Here Joshua erects a monu not only to remind future Jews of what was done at Shechem, but also to remind them that God holds them accountable of their commitment.





CONCL: Whatever we do here in services, is recorded in heaven.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if when our children asked us, how did it used to be at FBC we could point them to photos, memories or some physical object (the church bldg., the pulpit, etc.) and rehearse to them the great victories achieved in lives.


	Would you participate in a covenant tonight?  Would you help build a memorial for your children?  Could you be a part of the beginning of a revival?  Would you choose the Lord as your God and forsake other gods tonight?








"MAKE YOUR VALLEY FULL OF DITCHES"





TEXT: II Kings  3:16-17





THESIS: To show the need for God's people to claim the promise of the fullness of the Spirit and to allow the Lord to care for His own.





INTRO: A. "Fill my cup, Lord - I lift it up, Lord...Come and quench the thirsting of my soul..."  These words express the desire of every thirsting bel. weary of drinking at the broken cisterns and the wells of the world and finding no satisfaction.





                 B. Every honest child of God will admit to being thirsty for those promised "streams of living waters" the Holy Spirit wants to provide.  The reason the promise often goes unfulfilled is because of our failure to "MAKE OUR VALLEY FULL OF DITCHES".  This was God's command thru Elisha to the thirsty Kings and troops of Israel in our text...





I.  RECOGNIZE THE PROBLEM:  THIRST!





    A.   The Picture:





1.   3 Kings: Jehoram - King of Israel, Jehoshaphat - King of Judah and the King of Edom had declared war on Mesha the King of Moab.


2.   After 7 days of marching they arrived at the battle site and found there was "no water for the host."  v.9b





ILLUS: Here is illus. man's insufficiency.  3 Kings and 3 armies, impotent without God's supply!





3.   The King of OIsrael, who materminded this war, then blames the Lord for their predicament.  v.10





    B.   The Prophet:





1.   Jehoshaphat, Judah's King, remembered Elijah's servant Elisha and persuades Israel's King to go with him to the man of God. v.11-12





ILLUS: The answer to all our problems is found in the "Word of the Lord" most usually delivered by the "man of God."





2.   God's man first rebukes the ungodly, idol-worshipping King of Israel (v.13) and ignores his unbelief.


            3.   Then Elisha informs them that for Jehoshaphat's sake, he may consider their plight.  v.14





a.   Elisha makes them "cool their heels" while he calls for a musician and seeks God's will.  v.15


          	      b.   God communes with His man and passes on the simple instruction:  v.16!





NOTE: Before you can have your thirst quenched, you must come to the Lord declaring your need.  You must place yourself at His disposal, cry out of Him for His filling and when sincere enough and willing...THEN he will move.





c.   These 3 Kings are without hope and they have and their armies will die of thirst unless God intervenes.





NOTE: We too must realize our programs are useless, our ideas are vain, our intelligence is stupidity, our worship is fleshly, without the Holy Spirit and His "living waters."





II. MAKE THE PREPARATION: DIG!





NOTE: They couldn't procure the water - that was God's business - but they had to prepare for its coming!





    A.   Prepare Obediently:





           1.   They didn't have to figure it out - they just had to dig!


           2. They had to clear out the debris to make room for the waters!





ILLUS: Belief says enlarge your tent first and then God will fill it.  Unbelief says fill your tnet first then enlarge it.  Too little, too late.  Faith acts on the promise as if already fulfilled.  "Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it."


        Expectation (simple belief) and preparation (obedience) appropriates God's blessings.





    B.   Prepare Largely:





           1.   Not one ditch - "full of ditches!





QUOTE: Spurgeon: "If He gives 10 souls, ask for 100, if 100 ask for 1000, if 1000, asked for 10,000.  Isatiable as the grave ought the Christian's heart to be with regard to the glory of God."





2.   Like the widow in the next ch. (v.3) borrow as many vessels for God's supernatural provision as possible.





NOTE: The "ditches" of S.S. class, bus rte., Christlikeness, fellowship with Him, soul-winning, etc.





    C.   Prepare Immediately:





            1.   The devil, death and hell don't wait...we cannot wait!


            2.   "Tomorrow" deprives heaven of souls and churches of servants.





    D.   Prepare Diligently:





1.   It takes many hands and much work to dig enough ditches to fill the valley.  (There never was a revival without unity!)


           2.   Celestial power uses human effort - the Spirit works most where we work most!





NOTE: If you can't dig a deep ditch - dig several shallow ones - if not as broad as you wish, make it as wide as you can.





III. CLAIM THE PROMISE: TRUST!





    A.   Guaranteed Provision: v.17





1.   The ditches are to be dug, not because the waters might come, but because they are sure to come!


           2.   Sound the alarm - "the waters are coming!





NOTE: "But I don't see any clouds, feel any wind or hear or smell any rain!" Claim it because He said it, not because you feel good about it!





    B.   Supernatural Provision: v.18





           1.   What we think is impossible God calls "a light thing."  v.18a


           2.   Not only would they have water, they would have victory.  v.18b





CONCL: v.20 is the CLIMAX and CONCLUSION of the story.  AFTER digging the ditches and worshipping God acceptably it says "...and the country was filled with water!"  Dig some ditches today and claim His promise to fill them and be filled!!


        To the Moabites (unsaved) the water appeared as blood!  v.22,23a





 “LET’S END THE DROUGHT!”


or “FILL MY CUP, LORD”





TEXT:  John 4:4-14





THESIS:  To show that God has the “water” to satisfy every spiritual need.





INTRO:  A.  We are presently experiencing a drought.  Emergency measures to conserve water are in effect and will soon become mandatory unless the Lord ends the drought by sending rain. Men can’t do it!  With all their technology, they fail miserably; cloud-seeding has failed, they can’t produce enough fresh water from the oceans, there are not enough fresh water sources to provide irrigation to meet all the needs.  God alone can end the drought.


             B.   So it is with the spiritual drought in our souls.  If we are unsaved like the woman in 


this passage, He alone can end her spiritual drought.  If we are saved, and are experiencing a drought of revival or renewal, He alone can end that spiritual drought.





1   THERE IS PLENTY OF WATER AVAILABLE:  v.13-14


     


ILLUS:  Down along Boathouse Row along the Schuylkill River there is a statue of a pilgrim witha Bible under his arm and near that statue is a stream and a trail that leads up over Sedgley Hill  and to the source of the spring.  Over the spring’s source is an inscription once placed there by the city:  “Whosoever shall drink of this water shall thirst again.”  It of course is only half of the quotation.  v.13b,14


 


A.   The World Cannot Quench Your Thirst:  (She came to draw water)





1.   This world is thirsty and all that it can produce will never truly quench any-one’s spiritual thirst.


    2.   The average person doesn’t have a clue about why their thirst never is quenched.





a.    They think if they just had enough money, or enough fame, or enough recognition, or enough…they would be O.K.


b.   The woman in the text tried to slake her thirst by marrying 5 times! She was still thirsty.





ILLUS:  Just as she had to come to the well for water to quench her physical thirst daily, so too the unsaved person must keep coming to the broken cisterns of this world looking to have their spiritual thirst quenched, but they are unsuccessful.





The Lord Alone Can Quench Your Thirst:  (He came to give Living Water)





ILLUS:  There are some interesting things about water which have spiritual parallels:


Water is a gift of God, man cannot create it.


Water is indispensable to man; not a luxury, but a necessity.


Water meets a universal need; all classes of people need it.


Water 1st descends from heaven, it is not a product of earth.


Water provides refreshment: it slakes thirst, satisfies, and cools the fevered brow.


Water is strangely and unevenly distributed by God; we have deserts and oceans.


Water conforms to the requirements of the vessel: large or small; vase, dish, cup or pan, bucket or barrel.





1.   Before He can quench your thirst you must see your need.


Jesus had to reveal to this lady her spiritual need.  v.14-18





ILLUS:  All unsaved sinners are blind to spiritual things and seek to argue as a defense against God’s overtures.  They see themselves as “clever” but are spiritually ignorant! Several time in this conversation the woman tries to divert Jesus from the issue, her spiritual need.  cf. v.9, v.12, v.20  Today it usually goes something like this:  If God is so loving, why is there so much suffering in the world?  (Answer:  sin!)  Why would God send lost people to hell?  (Answer:  He doesn’t!  He has provided salvation for all.  Rejection of His Son sends people to hell.)  Are the heathen really lost?  (Answer: Why worry about them, when YOU are lost!  Let God take care of the heathen.)





Believers also have all kinds of excuses as to why they continue to be spiritually thirsty; 


e.g., “I’m more spiritual than _______” or “He or she said or did this or that…” or “I don’t have time for the Bible, etc.” 





II.  YOU MUST GO TO THE WATER’S SOURCE:


ILLUS:  Jesus uses a strange phrase in v.14.  There is a great deal of difference between a well and a spring, yet he uses both terms to describe the Living Water He offers.  If you buy a piece of property and there is water on it, if it is a well it will not be a problem to build over the site; simply fill in the well.  But if it is a spring and you fill it up with dirt, it will soon reappear, even though the water bubbling up through the dirt will become muddied.  


Jesus is promising a source of water which cannot be stopped and if covered over by the person in whom it appears, will continue to flow, even though it becomes dirtied.





You Need To Get Thirsty:





 1.   You must recognize your need.





ILLUS:  A Christian lady had been witnessing to her unsaved husband and he was under heavy conviction.  She left the house one night and her husband was so agitated he began to pace the floor.  His little daughter notices and asked “What’s the matter, Daddy?”  “Oh, nothing” he replied.  She looked lovingly in his face and said with the profound simplicity of childhood, “Daddy, if you were thirsty, wouldn’t you go and get a drink of water?”  He was startled and remembered his thirsty and parched soul and that night asked Jesus to save him.





   2.   Believer, don’t you long for the outpouring of those promised “rivers of Living Water”?





John 7:38


He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 





   3.   We need to be discontented without them!





ILLUS:  A preacher told John R. Rice about his discontent with a stagnant spirituality: “John, I have had that unrest lots of times, but you can’t always be on the mountaintop and in the midst of revivals.  You must learn to be content without it.”  “LET’S END THE DROUGHT!”  Let’s not be content with drops or dribbles and ask for God’s outpouring.  Don’t you long for His blessing, fullness and power?  Don’t you want to see God use you to win the lost and bless believers and have His freshness in your soul? Pastor LoTurco’s e-mail (attached).





B.   Jesus Can Give You Spiritual H20:





   1.   The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer, but it says more about the 


Holy Spirit upon us than it does about the Holy Spirit in us!


   2.   He is the source of “spiritual H20” in the life of the child of God.





ILLUS:  It amazes me that the dead-appearing, brown grass can turn green again after a couple of good, soaking rains sent by God.  It is just as true that the believer who has no freshness, no fruit and no fellowship with the Lord can be restored to richness in his spiritual life by the “spiritual H20” of the fullness of the Spirit.





111   YOU CAN HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF WATER:  





A.   Don’t Settle For Drips and Dribbles:





Is. 44:3


For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 





1.   God doesn’t want to just give us a glass of water, he wants to turn His hose on us.  “I will   POUR water upon him that is thirsty.”


2.   There is no shortage of “spiritual H20”!  The shortage is with us and our vessel to receive it.


 


 B.   Seek To Be Satisfied:





 1.   The woman at the well was so satisfied, she abandons her waterpot! v.28


             2.   She thirsts no more!  She met the right Person (v.25-26), and received the living water.  


             v.28-29





ILLUS:  We need to do as this thirsty woman did and ask for this living water.  v.15 Don’t be reluctant to ask for those things which we know God can and will do.  (Not like the little boy who asked the Lord beside his bed praying with his mother: “Lord, please make Philadelphia the capital of Penna.”  When asked why, he replied “Cause that’s the answer I put on my test.”)  God won’t grant foolish requests, but He will grant those deep desires of our heart for refreshing and fullness.





CONCL:  “LET’S END THE DROUGHT!”  If you are unsaved, ask Jesus to give you the Living Water so you will never thirst again.   If you are a child of God, ask Him to fill you with His Spirit, for as Jesus declared of that Living Water:  “This spake He of the Spirit…”  Jn.7:39a  If you are not thirsty, I can’t help you, but if you are, God can help you and that is His desire.  The last invitation in the Bible promises:





Rev. 22:17


And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 








 “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST”


or (DISCONTENTMENT LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY)





TEXT:  Acts 2





THESIS:  To show that discontentment can lead to revival, victory and salvation.





INTRO:  A.  What happened on Pentecost?  The Holy Spirit came upon men in special power.  They were never the same.  Believers were changed, filled and used and the lost got saved!   There is no way to repeat Pentecost - it was a historical event, but the Holy Spirit would gladly change, fill, use and save folks in this room today if they meet the biblical prerequisites. 


      B.   One of those prerequisites is discontentment!  I know Paul said he was content with the way God dealt with him, regardless of the circumstances.  (Phil. 4:11)  I know 1 Tim. 6:8 tells us to be content with whatever food and clothing God provides.  I know Heb. 13:5 tells us not to be covetous and to be “content with such things as ye have…”  But I don’t believe God ever desired us to be content with a life that was not pleasing to Him or to be content with less than spiritual maturity, a lack of power or a lack of service or blessing in our lives.  “DISCONTENTMENT (in these areas) LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY.”  In fact, discontentment with what you are as a Christian, your growth, maturity, service levels could mean that “TODAY COULD BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”





TRANS:  The believers had been waiting for 40 days for Pentecost!  Their hearts were being prepared to receive the fullness of God’s Spirit and power.  With the Psalmist they were saying:





Ps. 42:1-2a


1	As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 


2	My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God…





	You need to be willing to express your discontentment and say as the song…





1   “I’M TIRED OF BEING STIRRED and NOT BEING CHANGED”: (DISCONTENT WITH THE STATUS QUO)  Acts 2:1





A.   Mediocre Christianity:





ILLUS:  As Joe Garnett always says when asked how he is doing: “Same ole, same ole!”





1.    Up to now the disciples had done little or made little impact for Christ.


2.   Christians sit in service after service and God stirs their heart, but no real change takes place.


3.   They are convicted of their sin, lack of service, and continued lethargy and mediocrity, but they do little or nothing about it.


4.   Status quo Christianity means a life of no joy, power, usefulness or blessing.





ILLUS:  God wants His children to be clean, joyful, powerful, useful and blessed!  On Pentecost formerly “status quo” Christians came to life and were dramatically changed.  Former cowards for Christ became bold (the word that characterized the early church), former mediocre believers “turned the world upside down” for Christ. Isn’t that what YOU want?  Don’t just get stirred again today…change!  “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”





11   “I’M TIRED OF BEING MOVED and NOT BEING FILLED:  (DISCONTENT WITHA LACK OF POWER)   Acts 2:4a





A.   Powerless Saints:





1.   Up to now the disciples were basically powerless (though the Apostles were given miraculous powers during Christ’s earthly ministry…but even they seemed to be neutralized with unbelief).


2.   The result of the filling of the Spirit is power to witness and to live clean.





ILLUS:  The fact that the disciples on Pentecost spoke with tongues was only to enable them to win the lost, not as a display of power or as evidence of their salvation. Cf. Acts 1:8





3.   Saints in this age are indwelt with the Spirit, but not necessarily filled with the Spirit…as is evidenced by their inability to have victory over sin and their lack of soul-winning power.





ILLUS:  Several years ago I was discontent with my lack of power and I started on a year long quest to read everything I could get my hands on concerning the filling of the Spirit.  I read biographies of those mightily filled and used of God, every passage in the Bible regarding Spirit-filled believers.  I was not content to be stirred and moved and not changed and filled! If you too are discontent “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”





111   “I’M TIRED OF BEING CONVICTED and NOT CONVERTED”: (DISCONTENT WITHNO ASSURANCE OF HEAVEN)  Acts 2:41





A.   Unconverted Attenders:





1.   There were many religious-but-lost people attending the Passover Feast in Jerusalem at Pentecost…but they were discontent with no assurance of heaven.


2.   There are no doubt people who attend our church and may be here today who are moral but lost, religious but not saved, interested but not born-again and convicted but not converted.


3.   If you are discontent with no assurance of heaven, “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSON-AL PENTECOST!”


		


ILLUS:  Why don’t you sweep aside your excuses and get rid of your discontentment with no assurance of heaven and make today your “day of salvation”?  Aren’t you tired of hearing messages which bring doubt about your eternal destiny and leaving the service the same way you came in?  Why don’t you do something about your assurance today?





1V   “I’M TIRED OF BEING CHALLENGED and NOT BEING USED”: DISCONTENT WITHA LACK OF SERVICE)  Acts 2:42 and 47





A.   Serviceless Saints:





1.   That which characterized the Church after Pentecost was a holy boldness and driving desire to serve the Lord, regardless of the cost.


		


ILLUS:  There was such a Christlike concern for others in the church that the more wealthy shared their possessions with the poor. (v.44) They entered into a ministry of prayer and rejoiced in their fellowship with one another.  (v.46) As a result of their zeal and boldness and humility many were saved and an impact was made on “all the people.”





2.   Aren’t you tired of sitting and soaking up sermons and never using all you learn or putting into practice what you know the Lord has done for you?


3.   Aren’t you weary of being blessed but not serving, of being challenged but not being used?


4.   Aren’t you a bit jealous or envious of others with less education, talent, skills, resources or gifts being used, while you sit on the sidelines doing little or nothing to reach the lost or touch others’ lives?


5.   Here is a another challenge to you:  teach, visit the sick, shut-ins, the afflicted, go soul-winning, become a bus worker, sign up for toddler or nursery duty, make a meal for a blind or deaf person, use your carpentry, electrical, plumbing or other skills for the Lord.


6.   Enlist in some service area and “TODAY CAN BE YOUR PERSONAL PENTECOST!”





CONCL:  I hope you are discontent with your status quo, your lack of power, will not being converted, with your lack of service because “DISCONTENTMENT LEADS TO REVIVAL and VICTORY” and maybe even to salvation.  Don’t let another service end with you being stirred and not changed, move and not filled, convicted and not converted or challenged and not used!		





"ON THE MT. TOP WITH JESUS"





TEXT: Mt. 17:1-9





INTRO: A. Mt. top experiences are great.  Biblically they are important and it is interesting to see what happened on mountain tops.  Elijah called down fire from heaven and won the victory on a Mt. top.  Jesus often prayed on a Mt. top.  Great preaching was done on a Mt. top.  Jesus was tempted on a Mt. top.  Jesus was also transfigured on a Mt. top and it became a high-light experience for the disciples.





                 B. But very few people can live on the lofty peaks of a mountain. Even our Savior came down from the Mt. top after prayer to minister to people's needs.  Mt. top air is heady stuff.  It so impressed Peter, James and John that they wanted to build "tabernacles" there.  Whether this is in the form of a shrine or a dwelling place ("tent") is not clear.  Maybe they just wanted to worship there or perhaps they wanted to live there?!





TRANS: If you are on the Mt. top with Jesus, maybe its time to come down to earth now...not lose the experience (I'm sure that Peter, James and John were never quite the same after seeing Jesus' glory) but to get back in the world of needs and dealing with sin, etc. on the long term basis...





I.  DON'T LOSE OUT -  (IF YOU MISSED IT - GET IT!)





    A.   God is Moving:





    B.   The Spirit is Stirring:





NOTE: If you weren't here last Sun. don't despair.  The same Holy Spirit Who spoke to hearts and changed lives then is here tonight!  Let God deal with YOUR heart NOW!


      Think of how the other disciples who missed being on the Mt. top with Jesus must have felt when they realized they missed out.  It pays to be in church.  That doesn't mean God can't work in other places, but He usually works in the context of the church.





II. DON'T LOSE IT - (IF YOU GOT IT!)





    A.   Beware Satan:





           1.   He will convince you it was only emotional in the context of a highly charged service.


           2.   He wants you to live defeated, discouraged and dirty!





    B.   Beware People:





1.   Misery loves company and some will be jealous and try to drag you back down to their level.


          2.   Some who missed out will want to throw cold water on your zeal and enthusiasm.





III. DON'T EQUATE EMOTIONS WITHREVIVAL:





    A.   Tears Are Not Revival:





           1.   I hasten to add that tears often accompany repentance and revival.


           2.   We have too many dry-eyed conversions and too many dry-eyed Christians.


           3.   God made us emotional as well as rational beings.





ILLUS: Biblical revival and repentance (the two go together!) are often accompanied by tears and external signs of repentance (ashes, rending garments).





    B.   Tears Are Reflections of Revival:





           1.   When we are truly sorry for our sin it is close to mourning.


           2.   God mourns for the sins of the saints; it is fitting that we join Him.





NOTE: Revival not only includes sorrow for how we have offended the Lord, but for how we have offended others as well.  Real revival must include repentance for our sins and attitudes toward others, even before we are sorry for our sins toward the Lord.





IV. DON'T LET SATAN DECIEVE YOU:





    A.   Remember the Root is the Problem Not the Fruit:





    B.   Remember It Is the Heart Not Just the Head:





           1.   The source of bad music is in the heart.


           2.   The source of bad attitudes is in the heart.


           3.   The source of stubbornness and rebellion is in the heart.





V.  DON'T UNDO IN DOUBT WHAT YOU DID IN FAITH:





    A.   What You Did On the Mt. Top, Don't Undo in the Valley.





    B.   What You Did Under Spiritual Conditions, Don't Undo Under Carnal Conditions.





C.   What You Did When The Word and The Spirit Were Moving, Don't Undo When the World, the Flesh or the Devil Tempt You.





VI. DON'T STAY ON THE MT. TOP (OR LIVE IN THE VALLEY)





    A.   Mt. Tops Are Wonderful:





          1.   But that's not where the work gets done.


          2.   It may be where we need to go occasionally.





ILLUS: Jesus Himself often retreated to some Mt. top to pray and get spiritually refueled.  Nothing wrong with going there, but it is impossible to live there.  Every service will not be like last Sunday nights service, but it is good to breathe that fresh Mt. top air occasionally.





    B.   Valleys Are Terrible:





           1.   God doesn't want His children living in defeat, despair or depression.


           2.   Valleys are places in between two Mt. peaks...most of the world is neither Mts. or valleys!





NOTE: The Christian is to live on a level plane, not constantly up and down. The ideal state for the believer is consistency, constancy and faithfulness.





VII. DON'T LET PRIDE STEAL GOD'S BLESSINGS:





    A.   Beware Being Puffed Up:





1.   If you look down your nose at those who didn't get revived, you have lost your own revival.


           2.   If you measure others by your level you have destroyed what God gave.





II Cor. 10:12  


For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 





CONCL: Here are some simple, spiritual and common sense principles to help you stay revived without becoming an emotional basket case.  The Mt. top experience is wonderful but we must live in the real world.  The air up there is pure but down here it is polluted.  We are not to be "Convent Christians" but examples, workers, servants, helpers, and ministers!


         Revival may begin in a service, but it culminates in service.  We come to church to get revived and then leave church to prove it.  Genuine revival lasts, emotionalism doesn't!














“HOUSE (OF GOD) CLEANING”  or


“RECIPE FOR REVIVAL – 2001”





TEXT:  2 Chron. 29





THESIS:  To reveal a recipe for revival under Hezekiah, King of Judah.





INTRO:  A.  Every once in a while our homes need a good cleaning.  So does the house of God (the body of the believer, today).  In our text we have such a house cleaning taking place. 


                 B.  Any successful recipe contains certain ingredients.  In this passage I believe we have a “RECIPE FOR REVIVAL.”  Could it be that this recipe will work for us in the year 2001?   As I have analyzed the passage, it seems to me that there are 4 necessary ingredients in this “RECIPE FOR REVIVAL” under the great King Hezekiah of Judah…





I.   CLEANING THOROUGHLY:  (CONFESSION)  v.1-18





ILLUS:  Hezekiah’s father Ahaz had reigned for 16 years.   Now Ahaz was dead and Hezekiah, who must have been grieved with the wickedness of his father was free to reign on his own.  He was now 25 years old.  His father was a wicked man and an idolatrous king.  Hezekiah was a spiritual man and a great king.  It seems that Hezekiah couldn’t wait to begin the spiritual revival after his father died.  In the 1st year of his reign, in the very first month, he acted!  His father had sealed the doors of the Temple, Hezekiah began his reign by re-opening those doors.  It was not only a symbolic act, but the beginning of a sweeping revival. V.1-3





  A.   The Challenge:  v.4-11   “our fathers have trespassed…now it is in mine heart”





1.  Hezekiah had the vision and brought the spiritual leaders (“the priests and the  Levites”) together to impart his vision to them.


2.  He challenges them to begin the work by telling them of the problem and its consequences.  (v.7-9)


         3.  In v.11 he tells them “the Lord hath chosen you…!”





 B.   The Cleansing:  v. 15-19





        1.   First they “sanctified themselves…”  v.15


        2.   Then they began the work of cleansing the vessels of the Temple.





ILLUS:  They began the cleansing by bringing “out all the uncleanness that they found in the Temple” (v.16), into the court and then down to the “brook Kidron” to wash everything.  For 8 days they brought out everything which had been defiled, and for the next 8 days they cleansed everything.  (8 is the number of new beginnings.)


               The cleansing had to begin within!  Everything had to be brought out in the open so it could be washed with water (the Word).  Only then could worship begin.  Confession always precedes worship.  What is there in your life that needs to be cleansed?  There can be no revival without this first ingredient in the recipe.





II.  GIVING FREELY:   (COMMITMENT)





NOTE:  Giving is an expression of our commitment.  Grudge giving, no matter the amount, reflects a lack of commitment just as no giving does (the Pharisees tithed, but had no commitment).  Cheerful giving, in the appropriate amount, reflects a spiritual commitment (Paul commended the Macedonian believers who first gave themselves as well as a generous offering to the suffering saints in Jerusalem, out of their poverty!).  





    A.   The Count:





           1.   Hezekiah sets the example.  V.20-21


           2.  He brings 7 rams, 7 lambs and 7 he-goats.  (the number of perfection and completion)


           3.  This offering was not only for the King, but for the priests and Levites.


           4.  Note how the people followed the example of the leaders:  v.31(!)-36   [70 bullocks, 100 


           rams, 200 lambs, 600 oxen and 3000 sheep (these were “sacrifices…thank offerings and…


           burnt offerings)!”]





    B.   The Cost:





1.   The expense calculated in today’s dollars would have been astronomical and remember the nation had been impoverished because of God’s judgment due to their backsliding and idolatry.


2.  The cost of revival is always high; not just objects, but life; not just silver and gold, but blood.





ILLUS:  Note v.31b!  What a statement.  Revival must be voluntary  (“a free heart”)  and reflect the desire of the people to express their love for the Lord in a tangible way.  One tangible way to measure spirituality is by the people’s willingness to give.  I am concerned about our church at this time.  Our attendance is up and our offerings are down!  This should not be.  Thank God we don’t have to bring animals to services, but we should bring the equivalent money with “a free heart!”  Amen!


	      a.   God’s people should give “cheerfully.”





2 Corinthians 9:7


Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.





ILLUS:  A little boy was given a quarter for the offering and a dime for himself.  He switched them.  When asked why, he explained:  “The preacher said the Lord loves a cheerful giver, and I fell more cheerful about putting the dime in the offering plate than the quarter.”





	         b.   God’s people should give willingly.





Exodus 25:2


Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.





QUES:  If “cheerfully” and “willingly” are the measure of a spiritual believer’s giving, how spiritual are YOU?  There are 3 kinds of giving:  giving God His due (the tithe), giving Him His desire (the offering) and giving Him a gift to express our love (the love gift).  Where are YOU?





III.  PRAISING LOUDLY:  (CELEBRATION)





    A.   Playing: (instruments)  v.25-27





ILLUS:  While the offerings burned on the altar, the Levites played instruments of praise.





          1.   Good and godly music always accompany any spiritual ministry.


          2.   Whenever there is revival there will be appropriate music.  (cf. v.30 “the words of David, 


          and of Asaph…”)





   B.   Singing:  





          1.   The outflow of a revived heart is an expression of praise in singing.


          2.   Dead churches have dead music and carnal churches have carnal music.





ILLUS:  Music should never replace the Word of God, nor its preaching.  The place of music must always be secondary, but it should express the witness of the revived heart of the believer.  





IV.  WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY:  (CONSECRATION)





NOTE:  The end result of revival is worship!  Worship pleases the Lord.  When our hearts are clean, our giving is sacrificial and our praise is bold, worship is possible.  Do you really worship?  Are you really revived?  





CONCL:  The “RECIPE FOR REVIVAL-2001” is the same as it was in Hezekiah’s day.  Cleansing through confession is called for.  Giving as an expression of our commitment is a prerequisite.  Praising thru song is a celebration offered to the Lord to thank Him for revival.  Worship is the end result.  No revival – no worship! 





               Does your “house of God” (your Temple) need cleaning?








"TRADING YOUR SCEPTRE FOR A STAFF"





TEXT: Acts 7:20-30





INTRO: A. Why did God include so many failures, so much backsliding, in His Word?  Aside from revealing the imperfections of man and the perfections of God, they are recorded so we may learn from their failures and see our own vulnerability.  They are also there so we can learn of God's forgiveness and to challenge us to learn to forgive others who fall.  Also and maybe most import-antly, we need to see something of God's willingness to restore the fallen saint.  Primarily we are to learn about God rather than just the failures of men.





                B. Today we will look at Moses' failures and God's restoration of His chosen Deliverer.  He is neither the first nor the last of those who failed, sinned or slipped, but he gives us a good starting point to help us.  He was "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians (math, chemistry, astronomy, heiroglyphics, etc.) and was mighty in words and deeds." v.22  He enjoyed the role of a celebrity, the son of the great Pharoah.  As an infant he may have floated in a crude and tiny ark, but as a man he would ride the river in a royal barge.





                C.    In his heart Moses remained an Israelite.  He felt the compulsion of leadership. He had the impression that his destiny did not lie in the palace but in the position of Deliverer.  He watched the misery of his people and one day murdered an Egyptian who was mistreating an Israelite.  His murderous act had been discovered, but though "he supposed his brethren would have  understood...they understood not."  v.25





ILLUS: Often it is God's own people who least show understanding when one of their own falls. Our greatest disappointments come from those from whom we expect compassion.  Now Pharoah wanted him dead and the Israelites refused his help so "then fled Moses...and was a stranger in the land of Midian."v.29





TRANS: Moses had to learn some lessons success couldn't teach him.  You can get an education in the palace, but wisdom comes in the desert!  If God puts us on the sidelines while the big game is going on it is for a purpose...





I.  THE LESSON OF SERVANTHOOD:





    A.   His Mission of Submission:





           l.   Moses moved miles from Egypt geographically and socially.


           2.  He went from a revered son of Pharoah to a despised shepherd of the nomadic Midian-


           ights.


           3.   He went from the "winning team" to the "losing team" and then he was placed on the 


           sidelines.





    B.   His Ministry As Shepherd:





            l.   He became what for 40 yrs. he had been trained to despise, a shepherd.


           2.   He traded in his sceptre for a shepherd's staff.





NOTE: His training appeared wasted.  His aptitude lay in one direction, his responsibilities in another.  Moses never felt at home in the desert.  When his Midianight wife bore him a son they named him "Gershom" meaning foreigner! Moses surely felt he would be "on the shelf" for the rest of his life.  But God was teaching him to be faithful in obscurity.  Francis Schaeffer said that as far as God is concerned there are no big people and no little people, only consecrated and unconsecrated people.  Our vocation is never as important to God as it is to us.  We just need to be faithful at whatever we do!





II.   THE LESSON OF TRUST: v.30 "forty years..."





    A.   Forty Silent Years:





            l.   God's people were in bondage in Egypt for 14,600 days or 40 yrs.


            2.   Moses was in the desert for 14,600 days or 40 yrs.





ILLUS: Surely the people were praying as well as moaning.  Surely Moses was praying as well as complaining.  Where was God!?  Why didn't He do something?





                  a.   God heard...He wasn't deaf after all.


                  b.   God remembered His covenant even if the people forgot His promises.





ILLUS: One reason why we can forget the injustices that we experience is be- cause God remembers them - and since He is the Judge there is really no need for us to have to remember them too!   God may be slow and silent but He never forgets. "When a Good Man Falls"  - Erwin W. Lutzer.





                  c.   God saw the needs of Moses and His people; He felt their pain.





ILLUS: It's easy to trust God when the bush is burning, when the waters are parting and the mountains are quaking and when food falls from the sky every night - it's those silent years that are so discouraging.  But it's in the desert and not in the palace that God finds out the depths of our yieldness. It's when He is silent, not when He speaks, that our faith is precious in His sight.  IBID.





III. THE LESSON OF OBEDIENCE:





    A.   Trust From Trials:





l.   Moses had learned that God could care for Him and His needs as easily in the desert as He had in the palace.


2.   Moses had learned that God never forgets His promises nor forsakes His people even during the silent years.





     B.   Transformation From Trials:





l.   Moses was a different man: 40 yrs before he thought he could pull off the Exodus in his own strength.


       	 2.   Now when confronted by his call from God he pleads his inadequacy.





QUOTE: A.W. Tozer: "The best leaders are not those who want the job but those who have been conscripted by God for leadership." At last Moses qualifies. Moses was assured that his limitations were no problem for an omnipotent God.  Moses reminds God that the Israelites had rejected him.  Obviously he had grown bitter in the desert.  It was then that God asked him what he had in his hand.





                   a.   Moses had traded his sceptre for a shepherd's staff.


                   b.   Now Moses' rod became God's rod.





QUES: And where did he get that rod?  In the desert, of course!  Where he thought he had been abandoned by God and was being punished by God while he was sitting on the sidelines.


       Today God asks you "What is in YOUR hand?"  What have you learned while sitting on the sidelines?   Have you learned servanthood, trust, obedience? Or have you just learned to be bitter?  The athlete who sits on the side- lines is supposed to be watching every play so he can learn more, not just sit there and stew!





CONCL: "To be sidelined is not a waste of time if you get private tutoring from the Coach.!"   IBID.
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