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   ROMANS 10 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“BUT WHAT ABOUT THE HEATHEN?”
TEXT:  Romans 2:11-16

THESIS:  To show that all are without excuse before a just & holy God, whether or not they have the Law, whether or not they are Jews.

INTRO.:  A.  We have all heard the question regarding those who have never heard the Gospel:  “BUT WHAT ABOUT THE HEATHEN?”   The implication of that question is that God will be somehow partial or unfair if those who have not heard will perish.  That question is addressed here by Paul as he continues his arguments in the “court-room of Romans.  In fact the question should not be “What about those who have never heard” as much as “What about those who have heard?” !  



B.  The American symbol of justice is that of a blindfolded woman holding a pair of scales, i.e., that justice is supposed to be blind or impartial.  We all know that is not true in America.  There is one “justice” for the rich & another for the poor.  One for blacks, and native Americans and another for whites (sometimes because of ‘political correctness’ it is reversed).   Romans 2:11 shows that God is “no respecter of persons.” 
QUOTE:  Rom 2:11
It may be added that this passage contains a most alarming truth for guilty people. It is that God will not be influenced by partiality, but will treat them just as they deserve.  He will not be won or awed by their rank or function; by their wealth or endowments; by their numbers, their power, or their robes of royalty and splendor.

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

TRANS.:  With this truth in mind, let us proceed with the question at hand, “BUT WHAT ABOUT THE HEATHEN?”…
I.    NO EXCUSES!  v.11-15

A.  Sinners Under The Law:  Jews  (literally “in Law”  Gr.:  “en nomo”)



1.  Their advantage:  they were in possession of a written Law to follow, i.e., 

              they had a clear & concise and precise knowledge of right & wrong.

         2.  Their disadvantage:  their possession of the Law did not guarantee the 

              practice of the Law, in fact it was simply God’s “straight edge” to show them 

              how crooked they were!  (visual:  The Jew, Gentile & God’s Law)
ILLUS.:  God’s Law for the Jew was external and very detailed & legislative.  God’s law for the Gentile was internal and very primitive and instinctive.  It was like a “sixth sense.”  The law of Moses was written on tables of stone.  The law of conscience was written on the tables of the heart.
         3.  Their code:  the Law was an absolute standard (they would be judged both 

              by their possession of the Law [what they knew], as well as by their practice

              [what they did]).

         4.  Their conduct:  failure (they were moral on the outside, immoral on the 

              inside).  V.12,13

ILLUS.:  The possession of the external Law only served to condemn them, for they could not keep the Law.  It was perfect, they were imperfect.  
Galatians 3:19-24
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.

Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.  Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

B.  Sinners Apart From The Law:  Gentiles (heathen)  (literally “without law” Gr.: 
         “anomo”)



1.  Attitudes:  the heathen have in inward law, which if they keep, are consider-
              ed just as moral as the Jew who has the external Law. (visual:  Human Conscience)
ILLUS.:  If I tell you to draw a crooked line, you can’t unless you know what a straight line is.  There must be a standard.  So it is with right & wrong.  We must have a standard of righteousness.  God’s law in our hearts is the straight line:  the conscience.  If our thoughts line up with that law then our conscience approves our intentions.  If not, our conscience accuses us.  The conscience interprets right & wrong. 
         2.  Disadvantage:  just as the external Law cannot save the Jew, the internal law

              cannot save the Gentile or heathen.

ILLUS.:  The question then is why bother to be moral or live clean?  The answer is that you will be judged less harshly.  You decide on the severity of your judgment.  Cf. v.6


3.  Conscience:  this internal law is the conscience of man;  someone called it 

              “God’s watchdog in the soul.”

QUOTE:  Thus, Sophocles, in the noble speech which he puts in the mouth of Antigone:

           Not now, nor yesterday, but evermore

          These laws have lived: nor know we whence they came."

ILLUS.:  In this section Paul as the prosecuting attorney calls 3 witnesses for the prosecution against man

apart from the Law:  the revelation of nature (1:19,20), the conscience (v.15a), and the memory (v.15b “thoughts).  The case against the heathen is devastating.  He cannot be excused because of the witnesses against him!  He is judged & found guilty!


4.  Conduct:  man’s conscience is insufficient to keep him from sin;  he can 

              squelch it, sear it & disregard it.  (visual:  The internal law & external law)
ILLUS.:   Two signs:  pedestrian crossing & stop.  There are no specific instructions assigned to the 1st sign.  The driver uses his own judgment as to how to proceed.  But the stop sign is clear.  (Conscience vs. Law)
               The shoplifter knows it is wrong to steal.  But the merchandise is so readily available.  The battle with his conscience begins.  It says no.  He rationalizes that he needs the item;  the store can afford the loss because it is a big corporation and it is so easy.  He picks it up & walks out of the store with it.  Perhaps again his conscience smites him, but now he rationalizes that it would be embarrassing to return the item…
              The adulterer knows he or she (it always takes two!) is doing wrong.  The persons conscience inflicts guilt.  He or she rationalizes that their spouse doesn’t treat them right, that this other person is more attractive or sympathetic to their needs.  Their conscience reminds them of the marriage vows, but the temptation is too great & the person shuts off the now quieter voice inside…
II.  NO SECRETS!  V.16

A.  The ‘Recovered Flight Recorder’:
Luke 8:17
17 For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.



1.  The Jew will be examined in the light of the external law written on tablets of 

              stone.

         2.  The Gentile (heathen) will be examined in the light of the internal law written 

              on the tablet of the heart.

ILLUS.:  Just like the recovered flight recorder of a crashed aircraft which reveals what caused the disaster, the record of the light man sinned against will clearly show the thought processes that took place when the temptation to sin presented itself as they chose to submit to or resist the law (external or internal).
With that “flight recorder” containing the conscience, and memory serving as an accurate witness, man will be judged by his own thoughts (secrets) and deeds.

B.  The Suppressed Evidence:



1.  The impartial Judge will use the thoughts, conscience, motives & intents

              against the Jew as well as the Gentile.  “by Jesus Christ”
         2.  Paul’s statement here “according to my gospel” doesn’t mean that the Gospel
              will be the judge, but that it includes the message that Christ will be the 

              Judge.

QUOTE:  Rom 2:16

This does not mean that the gospel which he preached would be the rule by which God would judge all mankind, for he had just said that the pagan world would be judged by a different rule, Rom 2:12. But it means that he was entrusted with the gospel to make it known; and that one of the great and prime articles of that gospel was, that God would judge the world by Jesus Christ. To make this known he was appointed; and it could be called his gospel only as being a part of the important message with which he was entrusted.

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
CONCL.:  Paul here answers the question “BUT WHAT ABOUT THE HEATHEN?”  with clarity.  As the Jew will be judged by the external Law, the Gentile will be judged by the internal law of the conscience.  Both will be judged “Guilty!”  and sentenced accordingly…unless they receive Christ as their Savior!  He alone can ex-onerate them from guilt and penalty.   Have YOU trusted what He did on Calvary to cleanse & forgive you?
