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                                                 ROMANS 12 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“ARE YOU A JEW?”
TEXT:  Romans 2:25-29

THESIS:  To show how God decides who is worthy of the title “Jew.”

INTRO.:   A.  The Jews of Paul’s day, including Paul himself before being saved,  took great pride in their Jewish heritage or their “Jewishness.”  Jews today often have the same pride of race & religion, whether merited or not.  Racially of course, they have been biblically designated “God’s chosen people.”  But the question is what were they chosen for?  The answer stems from the father of the nation and the covenant God made with him, viz., that the nation was to bless all other nations for, as our Savior reminded the woman at the well,  “salvation is of the Jews.”

                B.  Israel had been given a great responsibility.  They were the custodians and guardians of God’s Word, His Law, and the message of salvation for all nations.  They had even been given an external sign of their unique and privileged position in the world:  circumcision.  But like all signs and symbols, it was meaningless unless that which it signified was consistent with its intent or the truth it was designed to convey.

ILLUS.:  For example, baptism symbolizes the death, burial & resurrection of our Savior, and when a believer is baptized he is symbolically dying to the old life, is reckoned dead and is raised from the water signifying that he is raised spiritually to a new life in Christ.

                 The baptism of an unbeliever is meaningless – there is no repentance from the old life and there is no new life.  The “Christian” who fails to life differently from when he was unsaved is denying the symbol-ism of baptism.  So too the Jew and the symbol of circumcision.  This is the substance of Paul’s teaching here…
I.   THE SYMBOL OF CIRCUMCISION:  V.25a

A.  Genealogical Identification:


1.  Who is a Jew?

ILLUS.:  Even Jews today have no real answer to this question.  What is it that makes a true Jew?  The most common answer is that a Jew is a person descended from Abraham.  But what about Ishmael & those descended from him, the Arabs?!  They are Semitic, but would not be considered Jews.  To account for this another definition says that a Jew is a person who has a Jewish mother;  thus Isaac would be Jewish but Ishmael would be excluded.  But what about a child born of two good Jewish parents who converts to Christianity?!  Many would deny that person calling himself a Jew and would even exclude him from his own biological family.


2.  It is obviously more complicated than merely being identified genealogically

              with Abraham.


B.  Legal Obedience:



1.  Paul equates being a Jew with not just the external cutting away of flesh in 

              circumcision, but brings in the Law.

         2.  He says circumcision plus keeping the Law is beneficial, but those who do not
              keep the Law negate the sign of the Covenant of circumcision.

ILLUS.:  What Paul is saying is that circumcision may identify a person physically with a nation, but it cannot change the heart.  That requires an inward “cutting away” of something more than mere flesh!  (later)   Lawbreakers negate the symbolism of circumcision and God looks on them as His people only nationally, not spiritually.

C.  Generational Sinfulness:



1.  The surgery of circumcision was symbolic of the sinfulness of mankind pass-

              ed from generation to generation.

         2.  This graphic symbol showed the need for removing sin (flesh) & became the 
              sign of being a Jew.



a.  It was designed to be something more than an external ritual.

              b.  It was intended to be an internal reality.

ILLUS.:  Peter makes the same point about baptism, i.e., that it must be something more than an external ceremony, and deals with something in the heart of the individual.  It is only a mere symbol of something deeper & with much greater significance.  The symbol is never stronger that that which it symbolizes.   This is the mistake of those who attach more meaning to baptism than the symbol can deliver.
1 Peter 3:21
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

II.  THE INSECURITY OF CIRCUMCISION:  V.25b, 26


A.  Spiritual Powerlessness:  v.25b


1.  Circumcision without accompanying works resulted in a heart condition label-

              ed by God as “uncircumcision” – a startling statement to Paul’s Jewish read-

              ers, no doubt.

         2.  It placed the Jew in the same company with the uncircumcised Gentiles!

         3.  Think of it – the circumcised Jew had no advantage over the uncircumcised

              Gentile!


B.  Spiritual Arrogance:



1.  Paul knew the heart of his Jewish contemporaries – he had been converted

              from their same spiritual arrogance, thinking that his national identification

              made him superior to others.

ILLUS.:  Believer beware!  We may fall into the same trap.  We may look at our position as God’s children as making us superior to others.  But our lifestyle needs to reveal our “new creature” status.  Mere “profess-

ion” without a corresponding change in life, doesn’t benefit us any more than the morality of the unsaved religionist.  
                 The Rabbis of Paul’s day had developed such sayings as “ “No uncircumcised Jewish man will see hell” & “Circumcision saves us from hell.”  The Midrash (Jewish commentary) stated:  “God swore to Abraham that no one who was circumcised would be sent to hell.  Abraham sits before the gate of hell and never allows any circumcised Israelite to enter.”


C.  Spiritual Circumcision:  “…counted for circumcision”



1.  Paul argues that the righteousness of the uncircumcised is more likely to gain

              God’s favor than the unrighteousness of the circumcised.

         2.  In Colossians Paul speaks of a circumcision “made w/out hands” which is 
              superior to a fleshly circumcision.

Colossians 2:11
In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

III.  THE SPIRIT OF CIRCUMCISION:  v.27-29

A.  A Symbolic Reminder:



1.  Circumcision was given as a reminder of the spiritual obligation the nation of

              Israel had to get the message of salvation to the Gentiles.

         2.  It was an external rite designed as a constant reminder that God had chosen 

              this special people to be a blessing to all nations.


B.  An Empty Formality:



1.  Circumcision had become a mere ritualistic ceremony w/out its original intent.
         2.  Paul here contrasts that which is empty formalism with that which is real and

              spiritual.


C.  An Internal Reality:



1.  Paul’s argument is that a “true Jew” is one who has not simply observed 

              some physical surgery, but someone who has had spiritual surgery.

         2.  Paul is not arguing that the ritual of physical circumcision was meaningless,

              but that its value was limited by the condition of the heart.

         3.  There is nothing mechanical, automatic or superficial about a person’s re-

              lationship to God, nor can a ceremony make up what is deficient in a person’s

              life.  

         4.  A rite or ritual is meaningful only insofar as it is the outward expression of an 

              inward experience.  “ARE YOU A JEW?!”

ILLUS.:  At age 13 Jewish boys go through a ceremony called Bar Mitzvah, for when he reaches 13 he is believed to have attained the age of responsibility and religious duty.  But Bar Mitzvah cannot make a boy into a man.  There is far more to manhood than a mere ritual.  So too with a person’s relationship to God.  Neither circumcision, baptism, the Lord’s Supper nor any other ceremony can change a persons heart toward the Lord.  Only genuine faith in God through the Scriptures can do that.

CONCL.:  Who is a Jew?  Or more pointedly “ARE YOU A JEW?!”  You may not have been born into the race, nor have you experienced circumcision, but God is not looking at your physical attributes, but on your heart!  
