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            ROMANS 14 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“GOD ON TRIAL”
TEXT:  Romans 3:5-11

THESIS:  To show Paul’s defense of the integrity, holiness & righteousness of God & his indictment of sinful man.

INTRO.: A. Paul is being slandered.  Some were accusing him of teaching that salvation by grace alone encouraged sin, i.e., that if it is by grace alone, believers can live as they please.  So, in effect, it wasn’t just Paul on trial, but God Himself.  

ILLUS.:  Nothing has changed over the centuries.  Those of us who believe that salvation is 100% by grace & that it is eternal in nature are often accused of teaching a licentiousness or libertarian view of the Christian life.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We believe that we did nothing to earn salvation, and therefore we can do nothing to lose it, but we believe that imparts a greater burden of responsibility on the believer to live to please the one who provided such grace for us.
              B. The courtroom of Romans is tense.  Paul the Apostle, as the prosecutor, now stands to defend himself against false accusations made against his preaching & teaching.  His strategy is to first go on the defensive & then go on the offensive against his accusers.

I.  WHAT MAN SAYS:  “Wrong makes right”
NOTE:  Men were accusing Paul of teaching two heretical doctrines.  Both of these accusations are unfounded and false.  They not only slander Paul, but impugn God Himself.  

A.  Unbelief Cancels Faith:  v.3,4b



1.  Paul has already answered this accusation and issued a stinging rebuke:  “Let 

              God be true & every man a liar!”

         2.  He has said forcefully that no matter if every man refuses to believe God, 

              that has no bearing on the nature of truth or the nature of God.


B.  Righteousness Cancels Unrighteousness:  v.5,6a


1.  They were accusing Paul of teaching that sin enhances God’s righteousness.

         2.  The idea was that as a jeweler places his diamonds or gold against a black 

              velvet background to make them brighter & more attractive, that Paul was 

              saying that our sin makes God’s righteousness & purity shine brighter.

ILLUS.:  This accusation has some truth in it, but Paul didn’t teach this.  For example, strike a match and depending on how dark the room is, the flame seems brighter.  Paul is not going to deny that sin makes God’s glory stand out.  But he denies the conclusions the Jews drew from it.  For God to get glory from man’s sin would make God an egotist.  God does not need anything to brighten His glory.  



a.  Instead Paul makes the point that God would not be just in punishing sin

                   if sin made His glory shine brighter.  V.5b

              b.  In v.6b Paul says that God would not be able to judge the world, if sin en-

                   hanced His holiness.

II.  WHAT PAUL SAYS:  “God forbid!”

A.  “There is none righteous…”  v.10


1.  Paul speaks of man’s moral nature.

         2.  He says that no one can do anything to heighten God’s glory or improve his 

              holiness, because no one but God is righteous.

ILLUS.:  There are 3 basic views of man from the religious standpoint.  1)  Man is well.   2) Man is sick.  3)  Man is dead.   The “man is well” crowd are the religious liberals who believe that man is basically good.  This is the psychological concept of the “positive thinking” or spiritual optimistic crowd.  It’s spokesman is Robert Schuller.  
                  The “man is sick” crowd is the view of the pessimist.  These are the people who at the turn of the century were optimists when they saw the industrial revolution, technological and medical advances & believed the doctrine of evolution.  They believed man was ascending like a rocket & would learn to live in universal brotherhood & enjoy world peace.  WWI was supposed to be “the war to end all wars.”  But disease has not been conquered, & though materialism prospered man it didn’t improve him morally, wars continue, murders, rape, drug addiction, etc. flourish and starvation, inhumanity, terrorism and atrocities abound.  He believes man is just sick but “as long as there is life, there is hope.”  There is no need to call for the mortician yet.  Man will yet improve.  The evangelists for this concept are the evolutionists, humanitarians & do-gooders.  
                 The “man is dead” crowd are those who believe in the total depravity of mankind, i.e., that man can do nothing to please God because he is “dead in trespasses and sin.”    Man is not righteous, he is in fact unrighteous!  He is spiritually incapacitated.  He must be born again!  His nature is depraved.  He needs a new nature – God’s nature.  Bible believers proclaim this message.  


B.  “There is none that understandeth…”  v.11a



1.  Paul speaks here of man’s sinful mind.

         2.  Not only can man not do anything to please God, he cannot even think spirit-

              ually.  I Cor.2:14

         3.  Man is totally without spiritual perception – he “doesn’t have a clue” apart 

              from the Holy Spirit.


C.  “There is none that seeketh after God…”   v.11b


1.  Paul now speaks of man’s captive will.

         2.  The heart of man is morally corrupt;  his mind is sinful and his will is captive

              to depravity.

         3.  Man doesn’t sin accidentally, he sins because of a nature that compels him.

         4.  He is declared to be a sinner by God – it is a judicial declaration based on 

              the facts and the only remedy is supernatural.
 
III.  WHAT GOD SAYS:  “It is written…”

A.  “I am just…”  v.4b



1.  Fifteen times in Romans Paul uses the phrase “it is written” to clinch his argu-

              ments.

         2.  There is no more powerful or persuasive argument to the Jew than to quote

              from God.



3.  Paul’s argument here is that God must be just in his declaration that man is

              sinful – regardless of his nationality.




a.  When God forgives sin:





1)  Sin remains evil.

                   2)  His mercy is not compromised.

                   3)  His holiness remains intact.

B.  “Men are sinners…”  v.10


1.  Man is guilty as charged.

         2.  God is righteous in His judgment.

CONCL.:  The very nature, holiness, and integrity of God has been placed on trial by those accusing Paul.  Paul has presented his arguments to defend God & his own ministry and message.  Paul has successfully defended his doctrinal position and the absolute righteousness of God.

               His message is clear.  Man is a sinner.  God is just.  Jesus is God.  His death on Calvary justifies the sinner who accepts Him.  He cannot lose by works what he has received by grace.
