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        ROMANS 15 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“PORTRAIT OF A SINNER”
or  “NO FEAR!”
TEXT:  Romans 3:12-18

THESIS:  To reveal the unvarnished biblical truth about sinners outside God’s grace.

INTRO.:   A.  Continuing his indictment against mankind apart from God in the court-room of Romans, Paul the prosecutor begins to present a devastatingly accurate “PORTRAIT OF A SINNER.”  In fact it is more like an X-ray than a portrait!  He goes beyond what is on the outside to what is on the inside.  Paul has already painted the basis of this portrait in previous verses.  He spoke of his mind (“none that understand-eth”), his heart (“none that seeketh after God”) and his will (“none that doeth good” v.12).



B.  Perhaps we should define who exactly is a “sinner” before proceeding.  The biblical definition of a sinner is:  you, me & everyone else!  However there are two classes of sinners:  lost & saved;  dead & regenerated; damned & blood-washed.”  Paul is talking about lost, dead & damned sinners.
              C.  In the previous verses he has painted something of the character of the sinner, now he will add the brushstrokes that speak of the conversation of the sinner.  The connection between words & character is seen in Jesus words:
Matthew 12:34
O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

I.   MAN’S WICKED WORDS:

A.  The Vileness of the Sepulcher:  v.13a  “…throat”

Psalms 5:9
9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.



1.  Paul is quoting several passages of Scripture from the O.T. knowing that the 

              Jews would respect this.

         2.  The picture is that of a open tomb with the stench of death being exhaled.

 

3.  The sinner is spiritually dead so nothing but death can come out of his
              mouth.

         4.  Praise the Lord the condemned mouth can become the converted mouth &
              acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord.
ILLUS.:  This explains a great deal!  Why is it that Hollywood can’t seem to produce a film or TV program without filthy words spewing all over – whether or not they add to the content of the story.  Beware:  the more of this filth you hear, the easier it will be for you to use it – or think it!

B.  The Venom of the Serpent:  v.13b   “…tongues…lips”

Psalms 140:3
3 They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah.


1.  Foul language is not only an offense against man, it is an offense against God
         2.  Jesus warned that “every idle word than men shall speak, they shall give 

              account thereof in the day of judgment.”  (Mt.12:36)

ILLUS.:  The average articulate person uses thousands of words each day.  His daily words would fill a fair sized volume, and in a lifetime fill a large library.  Each word represents the thoughts of the speaker in his own words, and every word is open to the inspection & judgment of God.  Not one of these words can be recalled nor one of the volumes withdrawn!
                 Remember that in v.8 Paul reminds his readers that he has been slandered.  Now he reveals the source of that slander.


C.  The Virulence of the Sacrilegious:  “…mouth full of cursing”

Psalms 10:7
His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity.

ILLUS.:  Oliver Greene said that “the cheapest ticket the devil has to hell is the ticket of blasphemy.”  He said that the person who uses the Lord’s Name in vain is “riding the devil’s caboose to hell…”   Blasphemy is one of the commandments in the moral Law of God.
Deuteronomy 5:11
Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.



1.  Profanity is a pointless sin!

         2.  There is no excuse for using curse words, vulgar expressions or blasphemy.



3.  James even issues a warning to believers regarding this.

James 3:8-10
But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.
         3.  Profanity is a mark of the moral bankruptcy of mankind and the poverty of 
              their vocabulary.



4.  Only a coward degrades someone behind his back or thinks that person is
              incapable of retaliating;  the sinner doesn’t fear a God he doesn’t believe in.
         5.  Yet you never hear a person curse using Buddha’s name or Muhammed’s or

              Confucius’, or Joseph Smith’s, or even Allah! 
TRANS.:   Paul, with sweeping brushstrokes, has painted a “PORTRAIT OF A SINNER” – first dealing with his character and then his conversation.  Now he dips his brush into a blazing scarlet and paints his conduct…

III.  MAN’S WICKED WAYS:

A.  Murder:  v.15  “…feet”

Isaiah 59:7
Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.



1.  Man’s first sin outside the garden of Eden was murder.
         2.  Man’s first sin separated man from God, his second sin separated man from 

              man – literally brother from brother.

         3.  Cain’s religion which was too refined to slay a lamb was not too refined to 

              bludgeon his brother to death.



4.  Paul’s portrait is not exaggerated;  in America someone is murdered about 

              every 30 minutes!

ILLUS.:  You say:  “Before I was saved I never murdered anyone.”  Jesus traced adultery to the lustful look and murder to the angry thought.  (Mt.5:21,22; 27,28)  Where the root is, it is only God’s restraining grace which prevents the full harvest of the fruit.
                 History documents God’s Word on the subject.  Man has a bloody past, a bloody present & an even bloodier future.  From the Holocaust in Nazi Germany under Hitler, to the starvation of 10 million Ukraines under Stalin & Krushchev, to the pogroms of Red China under Mao Tse Tung, to the killing fields in
Thailand under Pol Pot, to the slaughter of those in Zaire, Ruwanda,  Uganda, etc. under Mobuto & Kabila,  to the murder of the Kurds under Saddam Hussein, to the killing by Arab Terrorists in the U.S. & Israel under Osama bin Laden & Co. along with the coming reign of terror & murder during the Tribulation under the Antichrist man leaves a trail of blood behind him.  Man is indeed a murderer!

B.  Misery:  v.16,17  “…destruction & misery”  (heart)



1.  Misery follows in the wake of murder in many places, e.g., China operates 
              the most extensive & merciless labor system the world has ever seen, dwarf-

              ing the Nazis & the Soviet Union.

         2.  Man’s inhumanity to man is unequaled even in the wild animal kingdom;

              animals do not wantonly kill each other, they kill only to survive;  they do not 

              torture & deliberately cause suffering – man kills and makes others miserable
              out of greed, lust, passion and because he is a depraved sinner.

         3.  “The way of peace have they not known” because they know not the Prince

              of peace.”


C.  Mutiny:  v.18  “…no fear…eyes”


1.  Paul adds his final brushstroke to his “PORTRAIT OF A SINNER” with
              the summary statement “no fear of God!”

         2.  Man would not blaspheme, curse, swear, kill, torture, maim, destroy or 

              continue in his wickedness if he feared the Lord.



3.  Man’s denial of a Creator (evolution)has led to his denial of a Redeemer 

(good works religion) so he does not fear meeting a God which he has extinguished from his conscience.
ILLUS.:  It is NOT coincidental that the phrase “no fear” has appeared emblazoned on everything from T-shirts to trucks.  It has long been emblazoned on men’s hearts.

CONCL.:  Paul’s “PORTRAIT OF A SINNER” is completed with the words “no fear of God.”  What an ugly picture he has painted.  But it is accurate in every minute detail.  
