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                                              ROMANS 19 SPM
B.S. – Romans
“WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE”
TEXT:  Romans 4:1-8

THESIS:  To establish salvation by faith alone, plus nothing.
INTRO.:  A.  As the prosecutor in the courtroom of Romans Paul has proven all guilty as charged.  His concluding argument is found in Romans 3:23:  “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God!”  Now Paul switches from being the prosecutor to being the defense attorney.  He will argue that even though all are guilty, all can be shown mercy, but on one basis – faith alone!
              B.  Many claim to believe in salvation by faith, but only Bible believers believe it practically.  The word alone  is the great watershed which divides Catholics and Protestants and the cults from Bible believers.  For example, the Catholic believes in salvation by faith, but not by faith alone.  He believes in the blood of Christ, but not in the blood alone.  He believes Christ is a Mediator between God and man, but not that Christ is Mediator alone.  He believes in the author-ity of Scripture, but not in the authority of Scripture alone.  (John Philipps)
               C.  As any good lawyer, Paul cites other cases for precedents.  He finds two which will especially appeal to his Jewish audience.  He calls two “WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE” to establish his thesis that salvation is by faith alone, plus nothing…

I.  WITNESS #1:  ABRAHAM
    (FOUNDER OF THE HEBREW RACIAL FAMILY)

A.  Imperfection:  v.1,2



1.  Paul calls Abraham as his first witness because of 3 reasons:


a.   #1  In spite of Rabbinic teaching which taught that faithfulness (“the just shall live           
                    by faithfulness”!?) justified Abraham (the just shall live by faithfulness?!), Paul 

                    knew that the Jews realized that Abraham was far from perfect.

ILLUS.:  Abraham came from pagan idolatry in Ur of the Chaldees, went down to Egypt for help instead of going to the Lord, lied about his wife, committed adultery with Hagar when he had a lapse of faith concerning the birth of Isaac & sired an illegitimate child named Ishmael, producing an eternal enemy: the Arab.   It was the sovereign will of God which singled out this man from his millions of peers & made him both the father of the race and the head of their belief-system.



b. #2  Paul uses Abraham, the greatest of the patriarchs and the chiefest of O.T.  

                    saints to show that no human being can be exalted in relation to salvation.







c.  #3  Abraham lived before the Law was given to Israel demonstrating that the 
                    principle of salvation by faith rather than by works or plus works, was not new in 
                    Judaism.



2.  Paul states that if Abraham could boast in salvation by works, God would be left out.




a.  A man’s works might earn him the applause of men, but not the applause of God.

               b.  Abraham did the only thing a person can do without doing anything, - he believed 
                    God.

B.  Imputation:  v.3,4



1.  The words “count,” “reckon,” and “impute” occur 11 times in this chapter.  

          2.  These are accounting terms and deal with sin being transferred from our account and 

               righteousness being transferred to our account!

ILLUS.:  The concept of imputation is 3 fold in Scripture.  1)  The imputation or reckoning of Adam’s sin to man’s account.  (It wasn’t our personal sin in Eden, but that sin was reckoned to us or placed on our account).   2)  Man’s sin was reckoned or imputed to Christ on the Cross  (It wasn’t His sin, but ours, but it became His when it was imputed).   3)  Christ’s righteousness is imputed to the believer’s account (It isn’t our righteousness, but Christ’s, but it has been transferred to us).  

             One graphic usage of this concept is found in the book of Philemon where Paul urges Philemon that if Onesimus, the runaway slave who got saved “…hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account.”


3.  The word “believed” is similar to the word “amen”  -  God gave a promise and Abra-

               ham responded with “Amen!”

          4.  By that simple, childlike acceptance of God’s promise a man is justified before God

               (think about it, to say otherwise is outright rebellion & saying “no” to God).

ILLUS.:  In our wedding ceremony the bride & groom are simply asked whether they will accept each other as husband and wife.  Their simple response is “I do.”  That is all it takes to make you married.  If you say “I don’t” you would no doubt be separated from that person.  (P.S.  If a man or woman refuses to get married but wants to live together, they are saying “I don’t!” and should be separated immediately!)   The same thing happens when confronted with accepting Christ.  You either say “I do” or “I don’t!”  Your response unites you to Christ or separates you from Him.  At the point of the “I do” your sins are transferred to His account & His righteousness is transferred to your account.



5.  If you want to work for your salvation you are in debt;  but if you accept God’s offer

               of salvation by grace through faith alone, you are rewarded, not indebted.  V.4
II.  WITNESS #2:  DAVID
      (FOUNDER OF THE HEBREW ROYAL FAMILY)




A.  Imperfection:  v.6a


1.  Paul puts another imperfect revered saint on the witness stand.

          2.  This one coveted another man’s wife, committed adultery with her and then murdered 

               her husband, breaking 3 of the ten commandments!




a.  What could David do to restore Bathsheba’s chastity and faithfulness?

               b.  What could David do to restore his own lost innocence?

               c.  What could David do to restore Uriah’s life?
ILLUS.:  The answer in all 3 cases is nothing!  His case was hopeless.  But then God’s sovereign mercy & grace stepped in and imputed His righteousness on the basis of David’s faith in God’s promises.

B.  Imputation:  v.6b-8



1.  David demonstrates that sins can be forgiven & even forgotten;  they are not only 

               covered but cancelled; and not only cancelled but banished forever!


2.  David speaks of the “blessedness” of those who have experienced imputation.  V.6

          3.  Note the phrase “righteousness without works!”   That’s a blessing!  (How many works

               would be enough to cancel our sin debt?)




a.  Our “iniquities” are forgiven and our “sins” are covered!

               b.  The man is indeed “blessed” to whom “God will not impute sin.”

ILLUS.:  A wealthy English man purchased a brand new Rolls Royce.  In the south of France the vehicle broke down and he called the Rolls Royce people in England.  They flew a mechanic in to repair the car & the man expected a sizeable bill for such unprecedented service.  When the bill didn’t come after several months, he wrote the company.   By return mail he received a courteous note  from them that they had no record of anything having gone wrong with his car!  In other words, the Rolls Royce company refused to acknowledge any imperfection in their product.   That is exactly what happened to David in a spiritual sense.  V.8  When God forgives, He blots out the record.  He keeps no record of our sins after we are saved for punishment, because our sin was punished on Calvary when it was imputed to Him.  He does keep a record of our works for rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
CONCL.:  In a system of works, everything depends on the sinner;  under grace everything depends on the Savior.  Under the first, God gives a fair trial;  under the second he grants a full pardon!  Under works we plead “not guilty” but God says “guilty as charged!”  Under grace we plead “guilty” and God grants mercy.  God doesn’t take sinners to heaven because they deserve it, but because of His mercy and grace.
              The two “WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE” give Paul adequate examples of the concept of imputation and forgiveness, because both Abraham & David, though great in men’s eyes, were both sinners &  had to be forgiven and cleansed before they could be great in God’s eyes.
