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      ROMANS 20 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“HEIRS OF THE WORLD!”
TEXT:  Romans 4:9-15

THESIS:  To use Abraham and circumcision to disprove that salvation is by rites or rules of religion.

INTRO.:  A.  Paul has called two witnesses to the stand, Abraham & David, to show that though both were imperfect they nonetheless had been accepted by God and had His righteousness imputed to them on the basis of faith alone.  Abraham was the founder of the Hebrew racial family and David was the founder of the Hebrew royal family.  Neither could claim salvation by any inherent goodness or even God’s Law.  Abraham lived before the Law and David broke the Law!  He now again focuses on Abraham as he anticipates the Jew’s response about circumcision being the ritual that would save all Jews.  For example, in his commentary on the Book of Moses
Rabbi Menachem wrote:  “Our Rabbins (rabbis) have said that no circumcised man will ever see hell.”  (Vol.43, Co.3)

              B.  Paul knew the imperfections of Abraham and he also knew that no religious ritual, even one given by God Himself, could save a sinner.  The only good thing God could accept about Abraham (or any other man), was his faith.  It was his faith that made Abraham famous.  Four promises were given to this man:  1)  He would produce a “seed” (In Gal.3:16 we find that that “Seed” was Christ – thus Abraham believed God about the coming Redeemer).   2) He would produce a spiritual seed – all believers.  V.11b  “…the father of all them that believe…”   3)  He was promised real estate extending from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates River.   4) He would be “THE HEIR OF THE WORLD”.  V.13
TRANS.:  These 4 promises would not be based on religious rites or rules, but strictly on faith in God’s Word…
I.   FAITH IN GOD, NOT IN THE RITES OF RELIGION:  v.9-12

A.  When  Abraham Received The Rite Of Circumcision:  v.9,10



1.  Abraham and David were both recipients of “this blessedness” (vss. 7,8)



2.  Abraham received the blessings of imputed righteousness 14 years before he was 

               circumcised.




1.  Thus it is obvious that the rite had nothing to do with his redemption!

               2.   Religion has nothing to do with redemption today or any other day.

ILLUS.:  Man has this propensity for attributing spiritual blessings to physical or external signs and symbols.
By N.T. times the Jews had made circumcision synonymous with salvation.  The Jewish apocryphal Book of Jubilees  declared:  “…circumcision…is an eternal ordinance, ordained and written on the heavenly talbes.  And every one that is born, the flesh of whose foreskin is not circumcised on the 8th day, belongs not to the children of the covenant which the Lord made with Abraham, for he belongs to the children of destruction;  nor is there moreover any sign on him that he is the Lord’s but (he is destined) to be destroyed and slain from the earth.  (15:25ff)

              The same thing is true in Catholicism and to some measure in Protestantism.  Catholicism teaches that “Baptism effects the forgiveness of all punishment of sin, both of the eternal and the temporal”  and that “(baptism) is necessary for all men, without exception, for salvation.”   Of course they also teach the other “sacraments” contain saving merit & bestow God’s grace (confirmation, penance, holy orders, marriage and extreme unction or last rites).  But all such doctrines are forms of magic which have no basis in Script.


B.  Why  Abraham Received the Rite Of Circumcision:  v.11,12 


1.  What then was the point?  

          2.  It did not confer righteousness, it simply confirmed righteousness.

          3.  Abraham had righteousness imputed to him by faith, before he went under the knife

               of circumcision.




a.  It was a “sign” of his righteousness.




b.  It was a “seal of his righteousness.”

ILLUS.:  WHY?!  So he could be the “father” of the uncircumcised and the circumcised.  V.12   Circumcision did not add to Abraham’s salvation, it simply attested to it.  (Like baptism today.)  As Philipps said:  “It is not the Gentile who must come to the Jews circumcision for salvation;  it is the Jew who must come to a Gentile faith like Abraham had before he was circumcised.”

II.  FAITH IN GOD,  NOT IN THE RULES OF RELIGION:  V.13-15

A.   The Promise Of The Lord:  v.13



1.  The promise of righteousness to Abraham was not contingent upon the Law, which 
               came 430 years later.

          2.  The Law spoke of the health, happiness and holiness of Israel, not of their faith.



3.  Abraham and his faith-family would become heirs of the world!

ILLUS.:  Whoa!  This is the first time we have heard anything like this.  Apparently the promise that Abraham and his seed would someday control the world was included in the package of blessings he received by exercising faith.  Presently the government of the world now lies in Satan’s hands.  Adam once owned the world.  God gave it to him but he then surrendered it to Satan thru a lapse in faith in God’s provision.  But because of Abraham’s faith, God promised that he and his faith-family would ultimately have dominion over the entire earth.  It will be Abraham’s true “Seed” – the Lord Jesus Christ – who will return and wrest the world from Satan’s hands.  We have become “joint-heirs” with Christ thru faith in Him & what He did on Calvary!
Romans 8:16-18
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

B.  The Precepts Of The Law:  v.14,15



1.  The Law undermines faith.  V.14



2.  Salvation comes not through trying but through trusting.



3.  The Law not only undermines faith, but also brings failure.  V.15




a.  The more a person seeks to justify himself by keeping God’s Law, the more he 

                    proves his inability to do so because of his sinfulness and the more judgment and

                    wrath he brings on himself!




b.  As the Law reveals God’s righteousness, it also reveals man’s sinfulness;  the 

                    plumb line of the righteous Law exposes how crooked man is.

CONCL.:  Think of it!  Along with father Abraham all his faith-family will become “HEIRS OF THE WORLD!”  Try to work for salvation and you will be written out of the will!  Faith alone is the means of securing the joint-heirship with God’s Son.  You must become a member of the family to share in the wealth!!!
