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      ROMANS 21 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“THE FAITH FACTOR”
TEXT:  Romans 4:16-18

THESIS:  To show that Paul’s arguments against works and law are balanced with his arguments for faith and grace.
INTRO.:  A.  Paul has shot and mortally wounded two of the Jews favorite soldiers on the battle-field of Romans:  works (circumcision) and the Law.  He has proven that Abraham was justified not by some external work like circumcision of the flesh, but by an internal work of God on his spirit.  He has further proven that Abraham was justified hundreds of years before the Law was given by God.

              B.  Jews who were in the church at Rome who have followed his logic were forced to admit that salvation comes by “Gentile” faith, not Jewish works (circumcision)!  This was a shock-ing revelation.  Abraham was an uncircumcised “Gentile” when he was saved, not a circumcised Jew!  Salvation was a reality before there was a Jew or Judaism.  Promise and faith are Gentile matters;  circumcision and the Law were Jewish matters.
             C.  But “salvation is of the Jews” Jesus said.  And of course He was correct.  Abraham became the father of the faithful by being the first Jew, but he did so not by the cutting of the flesh, but the circumcision of the heart through faith.  Further, salvation was given to the world by the God of Israel, through the nation of Israel, by a Jewish Book, via a Jewish Messiah.  Thus no Jew need feel offended or left out!
TRANS.:  Paul has sufficiently demolished any arguments of a salvation-by-works, including the sign & seal of the nation of Israel: circumcision.  Now he deals more completely with “THE FAITH FACTOR”…
I.   FAITH EXPOUNDED:  V.16,17

A.  Faith = God’s Favor:  v.16a,b


1.  Paul gets to the heart of salvation:  “faith” and “grace”.

          2.  Grace is the vehicle that delivers faith to the believer, thus it is all of God, not of man.

ILLUS.:  Faith may not deliver groceries to you and your family when you are out of work, but grace may do so.  You can “believe” someone will come & bring you food, but they may not do so.   But someone may be moved to bring you food, without charge and without you doing anything to merit it, and that is grace.
If you worked for it that would negate faith.  If you have done work, you would simply be being paid for what you had done.  It is not grace but obligation on the part of the employer.  But, if the person who brought you the food was an enemy & not a friend, and asked nothing in return, that is grace!  
                Humanly speaking nations and corporations may have certain benefits which apply to citizens or employees, but if you are not a part of that entity, you do not receive the benefits.  With salvation you may be a Jew or Gentile (v.16b) and you will have access to the grace God wants to provide through faith.  It doesn’t matter who you are, it is simply a matter of claiming the promises available to all.



3.  Works and Law are twins which close the door of salvation;  faith and grace are twins 
               that open the door.


B.  Faith = God’s Family:  v.16c, 17a


1.  Abraham is called “the father of us all…”  i.e.  Jew & Gentile.  V.16c



2.  We are all a part of the faith-family, because of God’s grace – none were deserving.

          3.  Abraham is not just the father of Israel, but “the father of many nations”  v.17a

ILLUS.:  Now Paul drives home the point that Abraham is not the exclusive property of Israel, but rather has founded a family of those who, like himself, exercised faith, as well as a nation who accepted the rite of circumcision as a seal of God’s ownership & “favored nation status.”  However the Abrahamic Covenant was specific in that it promised that his seed would be a blessing to all nations.  “I will bless them that bless thee…”   Gen. 12: 3  “and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.”    Gen.22:18
II.  FAITH EXPLAINED:  V. 17B

A.  Intelligent Faith:  “…as it is written…he believed…”  v.17a



1.  People often ridicule believers because they accept Christ by faith;  but that faith is not 

               foundation-less – it rests upon God’s promises in His Word – this is what Abraham did.
          2.  God spoke to Abraham and Abraham believed His spoken Word;  God speaks to man- 

               kind today, not in an audible voice, but in His written Word.

QUES.:  Which is more subjective:  a voice out of the sky or God’s words recorded in a Book?!  For those who would prefer a voice I would ask “Why?!”  How would identify the authenticity of the voice, its source, what language would it speak, how would you know for sure it was the God & not just a god?!  Would it be a deep, resonant, bass voice or would it sound more like me?!
                God’s written Word and words have been authenticated again and again both internally and externally, so that there is no question of its historicity, authenticity or accuracy.  

                Many people prefer to believe the voice of the evolutionist than the voice of God.  This week I watched a program about the evolution of the fish (it didn’t say where the fish came from!).  It said about 370 million years ago (!), a fish evolved fingers where its fins were, and lungs where its gills were, and decided the way to escape its predators was to climb out of the water.   Then its fingers had to become feet and toes to outrun its new land-based predators, etc., etc.  Evidence?  Don’t be silly!  You just have to take their word!   There were a lot of “maybes” and “possiblys” and “perhapses” interspersed in this fantasy. There were also some supposed “transitional creatures” from which they extrapolated a theory of how one creature evolved into another and another, etc.  But not rationally explanation or evidence of when, why or how all this happened!  You had to accept it by faith on their present day beliefs  which are different from those which preceded them.
                Many others believe the words of the news commentator or the words of the President or politicians or the words of the religionist.  Why not just believe the words of God?!  


B.  Intense Faith:  v.17b



1.  Abraham believed in a God who could raise the dead.  “Who quickeneth the dead…”

ILLUS.:  In this area he had first hand experience.  He was 99 and Sarah was 89 when God promised them a miracle child.  And she who was past the age of child-bearing and he who was reproductively “as good as dead” – sired and bore a son named Isaac.  Why wouldn’t his faith be intense?!

                The application is clear:  God must wait till the sinner is “dead” and unable to help himself before He can release His saving power.  As long as the sinner thinks he is strong enough to do anything to please God, he cannot be saved by grace.  When the lost person finally admits he is “dead in trespasses and sins” – then God can resurrect him – give him new life.



2.  Abraham believed in a God who could summon into existence things which previously

               did not exist.   “…calleth those things which be not as though they were.”
ILLUS.:  When fishing recently I began to ponder the concept of the oceans of the earth.  The surface of the waters cover 2/3rds of our planet.  But that is only the surface.  The average depth of the Atlantic is 3 miles and that of the Pacific is 7 miles!!!  In its deepest trench the ocean is deeper than the highest mountain on earth, Mt. Everest – by some 7000 feet!!!  Where did it all come from?  Why doesn’t it exceed its boundaries and drown the land areas?  Why is the water in the oceans salty whereas the Great Lakes are fresh water?  How come it doesn’t fly off or spill off the planet when the earth is spinning so fast?  The answer to all of these questions is because God has spoken!  His Word produced it all and sustains it all.
                Carl Sagan, the now deceased “scientist” (who now knows better!) said of our universe that “The cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or ever will be.”   He repeated this statement on each episode of his highly rated TV series, Cosmos.  The statement is clearly a tenet of faith, not a scientific conclusion, for neither Sagan nor all the scientists in the world combined could ever examine “all that is, or ever was, or ever will be” by any scientific method.  His statement is a religious one, not a scientific one.  The evolutionists creed is “Nobody times nothing equals everything.”  There is no Creator, no design and no purpose.  It is pure fatalism.  How much more scientific to believe that every effect has a cause and that every thing which exists had an intelligent Designer and that complexity can only exist with energy, knowledge and planning.  Extending the time involved only produces more chaos. 
                 Ex.:  Let’s assume monkeys could live for millions of years.  Place them in an area with all the tools and materials needed to construct a skyscraper with many offices, machinery, computers, etc.  Leave them to themselves and check back with them in a couple of millennia and you will find utter destruction of the tools and materials, filth and complete chaos, not order, design, and a completed project!  Time will not cause them to evolve into humans with intelligence and purpose!  Even if they have all the resources that man has already invented and left for them to use.
III.  FAITH EXPERIENCED:

A.  Abraham Believed It:  v.18a  “…believed in hope”



1.  It is somewhat humorous to read “against hope believed in hope…” i.e., without any
               natural evidence or explanations, he simply trusted God’s Word.

          2.  That statement is a definition of genuine faith:  what we believe is supernatural, not 

               explainable on a purely rationalistic basis.

ILLUS.:  Abraham looked for a city whose builder and maker was God.  Heb. 11:10  He had never seen it, but he believed God.  He knew that somehow his son Isaac would return down from Mt. Moriah with him even though he was commanded to sacrifice him.  He just believed God.  He knew that God kept His promises even though they were unlikely or seemingly impossible, as with Isaac’s birth.

B.  Abraham Received It:  v.18b  “…according to that which was spoken”



1.  Everything hinges on God’s Word;  is He to be trusted?!

          2.  The Faith Factor says yes;  we are to believe “that which was spoken” and recorded 

              for us in His Word.

CONCL.:  “THE FAITH FACTOR”  played a major role in Abraham’s life.  No wonder he is called the “friend of God.”  When we trust God, that pleases Him.  Do you want to please Him?  Can you trust Him?
Then you must first trust His Word.
