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           ROMANS 22 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“HOW TO AVOID BEING A STAGGERING SAINT”
TEXT:  Romans 4:18-21

THESIS:  To use Abraham’s faith as a model for the believer’s faith today.

INTRO.:  A.  Faith is the subject of the Bible.  Faith is the origin, the motivation and the center of the believer’s spiritual life.  And faith is the subject of our text.  Specifically it is Abraham’s faith which is placed under the spiritual microscope and examined in detail.  Abraham’s faith defines what true faith is about.  It says of this man of faith that “he staggered not at the promise of God…”  In this passage you will learn from Abraham’s example “HOW TO AVOID BEING A STAGGERING SAINT.”



B.  Abraham’s faith is strong, as we will see, but it is not the strength of faith that saves a person, it is the act of faith.  Weak faith establishes a person’s relationship to Christ as much as strong faith.  (Sometimes people fear they don’t have enough faith, or strong enough faith, so they fear they will fall short of heaven, or of God’s approval.)  The stronger a person’s faith becomes, the greater will be that person’s peace and joy and the more pleasure & glory it will bring to God.  But in the final analysis it is the Object of our faith, not the degree that counts.



C.   Abraham’s faith is interesting.  He did not have a Bible to read;  he had only the simple promise of God.  He was almost alone as a believer, surrounded by heathen unbelievers and idolaters.  He could not look back at a long record of faith;  in fact, he was helping to write that record.  Yet many today have a completed Bible, a Gospel preaching church, are able to look back at centuries & millennia of faith recorded in the Bible and church history, and still refuse to believe!  But God speaks much about Abraham and his faith, because it is such a powerful witness to the nature of faith and the strength of faith this man of God had.  How do we measure up?  Abraham had faith…
I.   …IN SPITE OF A HOPELESS SITUATION:  V.18

A.  “Against hope…”  (Humanly impossible)



1.  Abraham’s name was originally Abram, i.e. “the father of many.”

ILLUS.:  Abram was a rich Oriental & strategically located along the roads that carried caravans of camels o between Egypt and the North & East.  He owned the wells and his flocks & herds were great. These caravans would often stop and become the recipients of Abram’s generosity.  At the end of the day the merchants would no doubt come to Abram’s  ten for fellowship and pay their respects.  The questions would follow a set pattern.  Who are you?  How old are you?  How long have you been here?  After introducing himself, they would ask his name.  He would be forced to say “Abram.”  “Oh, the father of many.”  They would congratulate him & then ask how many sons he had.  How humiliating it must have been when he replied “none.”  No doubt this became the fodder for many jokes at his expense.  


2.  Then God changed his name to Abraham, i.e. “the father of a multitude” (or nation).




a.  This was even more humiliating.



b.  Abram walked with God for 10 years before the promise of a son was given.

               c.   Then he waited 14 more years before God kept His promise.

ILLUS.:  He was 85 when God gave him the promise and Sarah was 76.  No wonder Sarah resorted to the sinful suggestion that Abraham have a son by the Egyptian servant Hagar!  When Ishmael was born Abraham at least had an heir, but it was an heir of his own sinful conniving and human virility, not the divinely-promised and divinely provided heir to whom only Sarah could give birth.  This proved he was not sterile and that Sarah was the barren one.  But God still waited.  He waited deliberately till it was humanly impossible for this couple to have children.

B.  “Believed in hope…”  (Happily embraced)


1.  Somehow Abraham believed and embraced the promise of God.




a.  “Hope” is something that might be true or might happen.



2.  Psychologically and physiologically this seems far-fetched, but that’s exactly what 

               defines faith – belief when circumstances may not be favorable, but trusting in what

               God says alone.   “…according to that which was spoken”


3.  God’s Word must always be the basis for our faith – He says it, we believe it, that’s it!
II.  …IN SPITE OF PHYSICAL INABILITY:  V.19
     A.  The Certainty Of Life Out Of Death:


1.  Faith always has to do with our recognition that we can have nothing to do with it –

               whatever is produced must be supernatural!  “…now dead…the deadness of Sarah’s 

               womb”



2.  Abraham was saved by resurrection power – so are we!  Cf. v.24  

ILLUS.:  Dr. Harry Ironside, 18 yrs. pastor of Moody Church in Chicago, told of visiting a S.S. class while on vacation.  The teacher asked, “How were people saved in the O.T.?”  One man replied, “By keeping the Law.”

“That’s right,” said the teacher.  Dr. Ironside interrupted:  “My Bible says that by the deeds of the Law shall no flesh be justified.”  The teacher was somewhat embarrassed, so he asked, “Does someone else have any idea?”  Another student replied, “They were saved by bring sacrifices to God.”  “Yes, that’s right!”  the teacher said, and tried to go on with the lesson.  But Dr. Ironside interrupted, “My Bible says that the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sin.”  By this time the unprepared teacher was sure the visitor knew more about the Bible than he did, so he said,  “Well, you tell us how people were saved in the O.T.!”  And Dr. Ironside explained that they were saved by faith – the same way people are saved today!  21 times in Heb.11 you will find the words ‘by faith’.


B.   The Certainty Of Death Before Life:  



1.   The application to salvation is clear:  God must wait until the sinner is “dead” an 
                unable to help himself before He can release His saving power.

          2.   As long as the sinner thinks he is strong enough to do anything to please God, he 
                cannot be saved by grace.



3.   It was when Abraham admitted that he was “dead” that God’s power went to work in

                his body & it is when the sinner confesses that he is spiritually dead & unable to help 

                himself that God can save him.

III.  …IN SPITE OF AN IMPROBABLE PROMISE:  V.20,21

A.  Faith In God’s Promise:   “…what He had promised”   (His trustworthiness)


1.  Abraham weighed the human impossibility (of becoming a father) against the divine

              impossibility (of God breaking His Word) and decided that if God was God, then nothing

               was impossible.



2.  God’s revelation of Himself is the basis of all faith;  His Word is indispensable.
ILLUS.:  Martyn Llyod-Jones suggests 3 premises that build faith, all having to do with God’s Word:

1)  Concentrate on the revelation God has given of Himself and His character   2) Keep your eye on prophecy

- then watch His promises as they are filled   3)  Read the historical and biographical records in the Bible

(e.g., Hebrews 11 – their secret was their faith in Who God was & in His promises).




a.  Whenever God speaks it is His authority and His credibility on the line.




b.  If God fails to produce on His promises He cannot be trusted & should be 
                    dethroned.

B.  Faith In God’s Power:  “…He was able”   (His omnipotence)


1.  When you read His Word you discover His attributes, including His omnipotence.

          2.  His omnipotence means that He is capable of doing anything!



3.  Abraham believed that if God was indeed God, He could do whatever was within 

               the sphere of His will, no matter how impossible or improbable it seemed.


C.  Faith in God’s Performance:  “…to perform”  (His faithfulness)



1.  Faith is based upon the character of God as revealed in His Word.

          2.  It is also based on His past performance for His people.

ILLUS.:  As stated earlier, Abraham had little of either to go on.  The written revelation had not yet been given (with the possible exception of Job?).  He did of course have the example of at least one great hero of the faith – Noah!  Here was a man who built the equivalent to an 18,000 ton ship to prepare for something no one had ever seen or heard about, strictly based upon God’s Word!

CONCL.:  This passage becomes a manual on faith.  The last verse of our text makes the grand & concluding statement about Abraham, i.e., “And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.” 
In other words Abraham had faith in spite of A HOPELESS SITUATION , in spite of PHYSICAL IN-ABILITY, and in spite of AN IMPROBABLE PROMISE. 



Abraham teaches all of us a lesson on “HOW TO AVOID BEING A STAGGERING SAINT.”
