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                ROMANS 26 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“THE ONE-MAN METHOD”
TEXT:  Romans 5:12-15

THESIS:  To reveal God’s “One-Man Method” of dealing with mankind concerning sin and salvation.

INTRO.:  A.  Our text proposes a fascinating principle:  “THE ONE-MAN METHOD.”  This is God’s method of dealing with man.  The first “one man” is located in v.12 and is obviously Adam who sinned.  The second “one man” is found in v.15 and is identified as Christ who saves.  Both of these men are unique and are designated as heads of mankind in different areas.  One man is natural and sinful and the other man is supernatural and sinless.  It was through one man that sin entered the human race.  It was through the other man that salvation was made available to the human race.   One man inflicted the race with sin, death and condemnation and the other man imparted to the race righteousness, life and redemption.



   B.  It is difficult to comprehend how God can charge the entire human race with the sin of one man and perhaps even more difficult to fathom how He can impute to every man who believes eternal life through the death of Christ on Calvary.  We may not readily understand all the ramifications of “THE ONE-MAN METHOD” but just as it is possible to accept and live in accordance with the law of gravity without fully understanding it, so it is possible for believers to accept and live according to God’s truth without fully understanding it…
I.   ADAM  ( SIN  ( DEATH:  “…by one man sin…death…”  v.12-14


A.  The Representative Of Ruined Humanity:  Adam



1.  Adam represented all of humanity.

          2.  He was the head of a Kingdom;  because of his sin death prevails in his Kingdom.



3.  He sinned and lost his kingdom, so death continues to reign.  (The word “reign[ed]” -
               always used of a kingdom - is used 5 times in this passage!)




a.  The passage deals with 2 concepts:  the universality of sin and the inevitability of
                    death.

ILLUS.:  There are 2 views of sin, the sacred and the secular.  The secular view is that death is only an imperfection, which will ultimately be overcome.  This view fits into the evolutionary framework that everything is progressing towards perfection.  The secularist argues that sin means we have not yet arrived where we eventually will be.  The Bible view is that we sin because we are sinners and that we inherited that nature from Adam, our federal head.
                Note that the Bible presents Adam here as a literal person (“one man”) and thus the biblical account of creation and the fall of man is literal, not figurative.  In fact in v.14 both Adam and Moses are spoken of, and though some would argue that Adam was not literal, no one disputes Moses being historical.
God links them together – thus if one is real, so is the other!




b.  The inevitability of death is a little harder to dismiss or explain.




1)  Again the secularist discounts the link between sin and death and says that

                         death is simply the natural process of all living things.





2)  The problem is that humans instinctively know that death is unnatural, that 

                         man was meant to be immortal, thus all those cultural images of life after 

                         death, Valhalla, Hades, Sheol, the Underworld, Nirvana, Paradise, Heaven, etc.

ILLUS.:  There are several views in Christendom:  the Pelagian view which says that we die for our own sin, without any relationship to Adam.  This is patently false, since even innocent babies die!  The Calvinistic view which says that the “sin” in v.12 means “corruption” and that we simply die because we are “corrupt.”  The verses here are clear, it is S-I-N which God declares to be the reason we die and traces its roots back to the “one man” Adam.  The Augustinian view was that we were seminally in Adam, i.e., in his loins and may have some truth in it.  But the Federalism view says that Adam was the federal head of the human race and it is because of our union with him that we sin and therefore die.  The sentence of death was placed on him and thus upon us.  This view is consistent with the text because it says we sin because we are sinners, like our “one man” head, Adam and therefore, like him we must die!   Adam was the head of the race and if he stood, we would stand and if he fell we would fall with him.  Each of us inherits a physical and unholy nature from Adam which guarantees the death of our body.  We are sinners IN ADAM and in Adam we DIE.   Paul’s plan is to show that as all those in the “one man” Adam all are sinners, so also all those in the “one man” Christ are righteous.  That is his argument.

B.  The Root Of Sinful Humanity:



1.  Our decline and direction towards the grave began with “one man” – Adam.
          2.  The presence of sin in humanity as well as the penalty for sin began with “one man” –

                Adam.

ILLUS.:  Someone says “This isn’t fair?”  But it is.  If God had tested each man individually, the results would have been the same – disobedience.  Besides by condemning the human race through “one man”, He is able also to save the human race through “one man” – Jesus Christ.  V.15   Verse 12 cannot be separated from verse 15 which is its conclusion.  (V.13,14 are simply parenthetical statements).



a.  Paul now uses a startling illustration in v.13,14;  what does he mean?




1)  He is simply saying that there was no Law from Adam to Moses, except the 

                         law regarding the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

                    2)  But he states that men still died;  what is the cause?  The “one man” principle
                         that Adam sinned and that sin & consequently death, was passed to his

                         posterity.





3)  A general result demands a general cause: Adam’s disobedience brought death

                         - Adam sinned, Adam died, thus all his descendents died, yet the Law had not

                         yet been given.  Conclusion:  they died because of Adam’s sin.





4)  Men do not die because of their own sin, otherwise innocent babies would not

                         die;  we die because of our racial connection to Adam.  

1 Corinthians 15:22
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.





5)  Note the last clause in v.14 “…after the similitude of Adam’s transgression”

                         i.e., it was impossible to repeat Adam’s sin after he was expelled from the 

                         Garden and until Moses there was no other Law or commandment - that’s why 

                         we call the 2nd Dispensation, “Conscience.”





6)  We die because of Adam’s sin, just like those between Adam & Moses, but we 

                         also know God’s Laws and deliberately, as Adam, transgress them, which again

                         shows that the “ONE-MAN METHOD” is fair.
II.  CHRIST (  RIGHTEOUSNESS  (  LIFE:  v.15

A.  The Representative Of Redeemed Humanity:  Christ



1.  Christ too represented all humanity.

          2.  Christ too was the head of a Kingdom:  a spiritual Kingdom called the Kingdom of God.
John 3:3
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.


3.  Christ regained the Kingdom that Adam lost.
ILLUS.:  Now we can see how the “ONE-MAN METHOD” works to our advantage.  If the whole race could be condemned by one man’s offense;  then the whole race can be redeemed by one Man’s obedience.

And if we were condemned by one man’s sin, we can be redeemed by one Man’s gift.  What an ingenious plan!   And as we will see later in the chapter, Christ didn’t just die for our sins, He died for our sin (nature)!  No-one will be condemned to hell because of Adam’s sin.

B.  The Fruit Of Righteousness:



1.  The “free gift…of grace.”



2.  Both the inherited sinful nature of “one man” and the imputed righteousness of “one 
               Man” come by birth; one natural and one supernatural!

QUOTE:  Barnhouse:  “…We can look rather kindly upon Adam, because through him we learn the principle of the one standing for the many.  At the cross of Jesus Christ we see that other One also standing for the many.  As Adam stood for many and brought death upon all, so our Lord Jesus stood for many and brings life to all who believe… Without question everyone of us is in Adam.  Can you look away to Calvary and know that you are in Christ?  Having been defiled by the stream that flows from Adam, you can find cleansing only by plunging into the stream that flows from the Lord Jesus Christ dying for us, as head of the new race.”
CONCL.:  “THE ONE-MAN METHOD”  works!  God designed it and delights in it.  You automatically participate in the first part of this representative principle by your natural birth.  You also need a super-

natural birth to participate in the second part of this “ONE-MAN METHOD.”   Have you?  Would you?
