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                     ROMANS 28 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“A MERCILESS MONARCH MEETS A SUPERIOR SOVEREIGN”
TEXT:  Romans 5:20,21

THESIS:  To elaborate on the contrast between sin and grace presented in the text.

INTRO.:   A.  Picture this:  Dictator Saddam Hussein meeting with President George W. Bush, or how about a more dramatic confrontation:  the Prince of darkness meeting the King of Kings!  (Such a meeting actually took place & the King vanquished the Prince!)  In our text we have a meeting, or rather a clash, between “A MERCILESS MONARCH & A SUPERIOR SOVEREIGN.”  



B.  In this passage we have a serious summit taking place.  Here are 2 short verses packed with truth;  2 simple statements pregnant with powerful doctrine;  2 terse declarations laden with serious and sobering reality.  The two key players in this drama are the “MERCILESS MONARCH” of sin and the “SUPERIOR SOVEREIGN” of grace.  Never has a conflict been so important to the future of the human race.  Never has the outcome of a battle been as serious and sobering to humanity that what is portrayed in our text…
I.   ABOUNDING SIN VS. ABUNDANT GRACE:  V.20
NOTE:  One of the brightest beacons in the Bible is found in this one verse.  One of the most superlative statements in Scripture is located in this declaration.  Simplicity and profundity meet here.  The impossible is dealt a death blow here.  Sin which is so grotesque and completely repugnant to a holy God and devastating to man is vanquished by grace which is revered by God and  revealed to expose and replace the darkness of sin. 


A.  Sin Becomes Visible:



1.  Sin was present “from Adam to Moses” for 2500 years, but there was no absolute 

              standard to measure it against;  then “the Law entered…”   cf. v.13



2.  Law becomes the plumb line against which man’s actions are gauged.



3.  The “Law entered” the world because sin had entered the world (and death entered
               the world because sin had entered the world).

ILLUS.:  The Law was never designed to be redemptive.  Disobedience to the Law has never damned anyone to hell, nor has obedience to the Law ever brought anyone to heaven.  As Paul says in Galatians the Law was only our “schoolmaster” to bring us to Christ.  It made sin starkly visible and revealed its ugliness.
Until the Law man only had an intuitive knowledge of right and wrong, but when the Law was given, it provided a mirror by which man could see his transgressions and how sinful he was.  The Law didn’t increase sin, it simply increased man’s awareness of sin, so that now “the offense might abound.”  That’s the bad news, the good news is that…

B.  Grace Becomes Abundant:

ILLUS.:  Two different Greek words are used for the word “abound” here.  Regarding sin God is saying that sin “grew” or “increased” in man’s awareness and its ugliness was exposed.  Regarding grace the prefix on the original word is “huper” (our “hyper”) giving us the concept of “superabundance” or “abundance to excess.”    Example:  every river has a “high water mark” which means that is the normal level at its peak.  When torrential rains come the river may reach flood stage and overflow its bank and exceed its “high water mark.”  Grace is like the river at flood stage.  It exceeds the norm.


1.  The Law was a newcomer;  grace was a part of God’s plan from the beginning.




a.  God dealt with Adam & Eve in grace.
QUOTE:  Barnhouse:  “Adam had not gone very far from the scene of his rebellion before the grace of God sought him, called him by name, pursued him in the obscurity of the grove where he was hiding…God did not withhold His grace because of Adam’s sin.  Instead, He made great promises of grace, announcing that the Messiah would come, the Deliverer, the Seed of the woman, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who would destroy the destroyer and bring man back into fellowship with Himself.  Although man…sought to cover his shame with fig leaves, God intervened in grace and clothed the guilty pair with coats of skins, in the very garden where they had rebelled.  The first blood ever shed upon this planet was shed by God almighty to provide covering for the man and woman who believed His word about the redemption that would be provided.  Grace was not withheld because of sin;  grace was given in spite of sin.”



b.  God dealt in grace with Cain, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, etc.



2.  The Law wasn’t introduced to replace grace, but to magnify grace.




a.  God never withholds grace because of sin; whereas we tend to withdraw
                    when we are offended.




b.  God never reduces grace because of sin; in fact grace seems to increase with sin.




c.  God never limits grace because of sin; instead He provides an unlimited supply.

ILLUS.:  We view grace as a being limited, i.e., that there is only so much grace available.  If a man is fairly good, God dips into His bucket of grace & doles out enough to cover his sin.  Another man is a greater sinner and God dips deeper into His bucket of grace & splashes more grace to save him.  Yet another great sinner is in need but we see him as needing a lot more grace and envision God having to scrape the very bottom of the bucket to get this profligate sinner saved.  But God’s bucket of grace is bottomless!  His grace is not splashed on us according to our misdeeds, but out of His abundant supply.
1 Timothy 1:13-16
Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious (a murderer!) : but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.  And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

VISUAL:  Square Circle

II.  A TERRIBLE TYRANT VS. A POWERFUL POTENTATE:  V.21

A.  The Sovereignty Of Sin:

ILLUS.:  In this verse we have sin and grace presented as rival kingdoms seeking to reign over mankind.
Perhaps we could use King Saul & King David to illustrate this.  Those who allowed King Saul to reign over them reaped shame and defeat.  Those who allowed King David to be their sovereign experienced peace and joy.   Saul pictures Satan with sin reigning over us.  David pictures grace with righteousness reigning over us.

Both sin and grace will vie for your allegiance.  The choice is yours.



1.  The reign of sin is a reign of terror.
          2.  Sin is a ruthless despot;  a merciless monarch.



3.  The reign of sin brings death and leaves destruction in its wake.


B.  The Greatness Of Grace:



1.  The reign of grace is a reign of righteousness.



2.  Grace is a gracious King;  a superior sovereign.



3.  The reign of grace brings righteousness and eternal life after it.
ILLUS.:  John Newton lived back in the 1700’s till 1807 and was raised in a Christian home where he was taught the Scriptures.  His mother died when he was only 6 and he was sent to live with a relative who hated the Bible and mocked Christians.   When a young man he went to sea and led a wild and destructive life.  He had the dubious distinction of being able to swear for 2 hours without repeating himself!  He ended up in Africa where he fell in with a Portuguese slave trader in whose home he was treated cruelly.  The man had a harem of women, one of whom was an African wife who would be put in charge while he was away.  She hated all white men and took out her hatred on Newton.  For months he was forced to eat his food from the ground like a dog and beaten unmercifully if he touched it with his hands.  He finally escaped and became a ship’s mate.  One day he got really drunk on the ship’s supply of rum and when the Captain found out he struck him on the head & Newton fell overboard & was rescued just before drowning.  The ship ran into bad weather for several days and began to sink.  As he pumped water desperately for life, he called out to the God of grace, Whom he had tried to forget, but Who never forgot him.  He remembered some Bible verses he had learned as a child and he got saved.  He eventually became a great preacher in London.  He also became a poet and penned these words:  “Amazing grace – how sweet the sound – That saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.”   Yes, where sin abounds, grace does much more abound!
CONCL.:  When sin  the “MERCILESS MONARCH”  meets grace  the “SUPERIOR SOVEREIGN” something wonderful happens.  Sinners are transformed – God is pleased and satisfied – and the angels in heaven rejoice!  Why don’t your join those who have experienced God’s matchless, wonderful,  marvelous grace?!  
