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                                                         ROMANS 29 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“LIVING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GRAVE”  or

“STOP LIVING BETWEEN GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY”
TEXT:  Romans 6:1-4

THESIS:  To show that the believer is to no longer live unto sin, but unto righteousness.
INTRO.:  A.  No one wants to live in a grave!  The fact of the matter is that no believer will have to live in a grave, because for him “to die is gain” and to be absent from his body here means he has relocated to his new home in heaven.  But he is to experience something even beyond that here and now.   He is to be dead to sin and alive unto Christ.  (But what does that mean?!)

  B.  Duty is always founded on doctrine.  Christian living depends on Christian learning.

The doctrine in chs. 1-5 is that of justification.  The duty in ch. 6 is sanctification.  Justification declares our record of sin has been cleared.  Sanctification demands that we live as appreciative free men.  

               C.  Chs. 6,7 explain the place of sin in the believer’s life.  It starts out explaining our position and continues by exhorting us to practice the sanctified or resurrected life.  Too many saints LIVE BETWEEN GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER. (Where was the Savior then?) We need to die with Christ but we must also be resurrected with Him.  We need to start “LIVING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GRAVE!”   Paul shows us what this is all about & starts by asking…
I.  A PENETRATING QUESTION:  V.1
     (LIVING IN SIN?)

A.   Anticipating Objections:


1.  No doubt Paul had been asked this question hundreds of times by Jews and even 
               Gentile believers who knew of God’s righteous demands in the Law, and thought that

               Paul was teaching against the Law (antinomianism).



2.  They misconstrued his teaching (cf. 5:20), that because sin abounded, grace increased




as meaning that the more you sinned, the more God was pleased, because He could 

               reveal more of His grace.

ILLUS.:  This was the heresy taught by Rasputin, the religious advisor to the ruling Romanov family in Russia in the early 20th century.  He believed that the more you sin, the more God gives you grace.  So the more you sin with abandon, the more you give God the opportunity to glorify Himself.  He declared that if you are simply an ordinary sinner, you are not giving God an opportunity to show His glory, so you need to be an extraordinary sinner!
II.  A POWERFUL ANSWER:  V.2
      (DEAD TO SIN!)

A.  Declaring Doctrine:



1.  Paul uses this phrase, “God forbid!”  (missing from modern translations which give

               such weak substitutes as: “by no means,” or “certainly not”), 10 times in Romans

               and a total of 13 times in the N.T. epistles.



2.  He does so to stress the absurdity and doctrinal heresy of such a position.



3.  In both verse 1 & 2 he uses the pronoun “we” with the idea of “we – being what 
               we are…!”  (Read both verses this way to get the clear meaning of his argument.)



4.  Then he drops his bombshell on the readers of the epistle (and us) that believers are

               somehow “dead to sin!”

ILLUS.:  James Montgomery Boice declares:  “I would go so far as to say that Romans 6:2 is the most im-portant verse in the Bible for believers…to understand today.”



     So, what DOES it mean to be “dead to sin”?!




a.  It does NOT mean that believers cannot sin – we know better.

ILLUS.:  This is the faulty reasoning of Calvinism regarding the depravity of man.  They teach that man, being “dead in trespasses and sins” is incapable of responding to the Gospel invitation, in spite of the fact that the Bible says “whosoever will.”  Their understanding of being “dead” is faulty.  In fact, if man cannot respond to a salvation invitation because he is “dead” – then he cannot sin either – because he is “dead!”



b.  It does mean that when Christ died on Calvary He died FOR sin when He cried

                    “My God…why has Thou forsaken Me?” and He died TO sin when He died phys-

                    ically and cried:  “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.”




c.  It does mean that we died (past tense – a finished past action) with Christ on the 

                    Cross in the sense that all our sins were paid for & we have been declared set free



    from their penalty as a result of our death with Him.



d.  As a result of our union with Christ in His death, that old life of sin in Adam is past

                    for us also & we can never go back to it.

ILLUS.:  Since it is impossible to transfer physical death from one body to another the Lord chose a legal process known as imputation.  We are declared legally dead, because we are in Christ.  We are declared dead the same way Abraham was declared righteous.  He didn’t actually have the righteousness.  We don’t literally have Christ’s physical death.  How do we know?  If so, we would have dropped dead the moment we received Christ.


    We all know that we are still sinners.  Sin does not die in us.  Nothing dies really except our relationship to sin.  That’s dead.  Why?  Because our old nature is detached from our souls by spiritual “circumcision” which occurred at the new birth.  A legal death does not produce sinless perfection, but it does allow one to live godly in Christ.

Colossians 2:11
In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:




Another way to look at this is the way John Stott illustrates the principle:  “Our (spiritual) biog- raphy is written in 2 volumes.  Volume 1 is the story of the old man, the old self, of me before my conversion.  Volume 2 is the story of the new man, the new self, of me after I was made a new creation in Christ.  Volume 1 of my biography ended with the judicial death of the old self.  I was a sinner.  I deserved to die.  I did die.  I received my just deserts in my Substitute with whom I have become one.  Volume 2 of my biography opened with my resurrection.  My old life having finished, a new life to God has begun.”
                  A final illustration is that of a deposed dictator.  When he is deposed, he still lives, but he is not in power anymore.  Those who lived under his control no longer have to give him allegiance.  Some may choose to do so, but they do so voluntarily.  
III.  A PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATION:  V.3,4

        (BAPTIZED INTO DEATH)

A.  Explaining the Concept:


1.  Too many believers live in a spiritual limbo somewhere between Good Friday (death)

               and Easter (resurrection), or believing in the Cross but not entering into the power and

               glory of the Resurrection.



2.  Paul resorts to the concept of baptism, i.e., Spirit baptism, though believer’s baptism in 

               water also pictures the concept.




a.  The concept is one of identification with Christ in His death, burial & resurrection.

               b.  Too many Christians identify with the death & burial of Christ, but have never 

                    entered into the idea of the resurrected life – but who wants to live in a grave?!

ILLUS.:  When Jesus arrived at Bethany Lazarus was dead 4 days, i.e., really dead!   By the power of His Word Jesus raised him from the dead.  When he emerged from the tomb he was still wrapped in graveclothes
Jesus commanded “Loose him and let him go!”   He had been raised to walk in newness of life!  Later he was seated with Christ at a table fellowshipping with Him.  Dead – raised – in newness of life!  This is the concept Paul is explaining here.


3.  Baptism connotes an identification and placing someone into a new environment or 
               union which alters the condition or his relationship to its previous environment or 

               condition;  that’s what Spirit baptism does & what water baptism symbolizes.



4.  We are identified with Christ’s death FOR sin and can actually share in that in Spirit 
               baptism, then we identify with Christ’s death TO sin in water baptism which tells the 
               world we are to live as though dead to sin and alive unto Christ. 

CONCL.:  We need to start “LIVING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GRAVE”  and “walk in newness of life.”  We need to stop “LIVING BETWEEN GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER SUNDAY,”  shed our grave-clothes, and “that like as Christ was raised from the dead” we need to experience a death to sin and walk as resurrected dead men. 
