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      ROMANS 31 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“THE THREE ‘R’s’ OF SPIRITUAL VICTORY”  or

“I RECKON…”
TEXT:  Romans 6:11-14

THESIS:  To show how the believer is to reckon or count as fact that which is a spiritual reality in order to have victory over sin.
INTRO.:  A. Here are 2 saved church members:  Violet the victorious and Charlie the carnal.  Violet lives a life of joy and victory.  Charlie lives a life of defeat and despair.  What makes the difference?  The text gives the answer.

              B.  Up to now Paul has given us a wealth of information about the world and the effects of sin, exposed us to the doctrine of justification, and has introduced us to the doctrine of sanctification.  Now for the first time, after 5+ chapters, he gives a command or an exhortation.
It is as if he has been preaching, now is giving the application and invitation.  In so doing he gives his readers what I call “THE THREE ‘R’s’ OF SPIRITUAL VICTORY.”  As the 3 ‘R’s’ of academics are foundational in functioning in society; these 3 ‘R’s’ are foundational to functioning spiritually.  If you learn the basics of “Readin, Ritin & Rithmatic” you should be able to get a job and do pretty well.  If you learn the basics of “Reckoning, Reigning & Recognizing” Paul deals with in this passage, you will be able to live a life of spiritual victory…

I.   RECKONING:  v.11

A.  Beyond Knowing:  (cf. v.3,6)


1.  “Knowing” deals with the mind – very important;  “reckoning” deals with the heart –

               vitally important.

          2.  The word from which the word “reckon” is translated occurs 41 times in the N.T., 

               and 19 times in Romans;  it is the word “logizomai” from which we get our words “log”

               and in a ship’s record book dealing with its position, course, etc. , and “logistics” a mil-
               itary term dealing with the numbers and movement of troops or supplies.

          3.  In the King James Bible it is variously translated according to the context, as: number-

               ed, imputed, counted, suppose, think, and here, reckon.


4.  It is an accounting term, which means to take inventory and count as fact only what is

               actually in stock.

ILLUS.:  Reckoning is a matter of faith that issues in action.  It is like endorsing a check;  if we really believe that the money is in the checking account we will sign our name and collect the money.  Reckoning is not claiming a promise, but acting upon a fact.  – Wiersbe
                Reckoning is taking inventory then advertising what you have in stock for sale.  You do not put up for sale items you don’t have.  

                Spiritually the concept is that God does not command us to become dead to sin.  He tells us that we are dead to sin and alive unto God, and then commands us to act upon it.  Even if we do not do so, the facts are still true.  Because we are dead to sin we are to count on it and act on that fact.

B.  Beyond Psychology:  



1.  This is not some psychological game we play, pretending something is so if we say it

               over and over to make it so.



2.  It does have to do with a mental image of what we really are in Christ.

ILLUS.:  The mind is powerful.  We are created like God and are capable of imagining things that are not yet reality.  For example, we see a river and imagine a bridge to cross it, and then are able to build the bridge.  The Bible says:  “For as he thinketh in his heart so is he.”  Think evil, do evil.  Think holy, live holy.
When we finally reckon the facts of being dead to sin as truth, we can then live accordingly.  

                The word “imagination(s)” is used 20 times in the KJB;  90% are negative, i.e., we think wrongly.

Ex.:  “…the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”  Gen. 8:21  Satan can use our bodies for evil.  How?  Since the old nature is NOT really dead, only legally dead, he has access to it.  He has every right to approach us through the old nature.  It is part of the unredeemed world.  By the same token the Savior, thru the Spirit has access to the new nature.  Both Satan and the Savior can generate thoughts in our minds or hearts.  Ezekiel speaks of “the chambers of (our) imagery.”  The images in our minds come from one of 2 sources.
Galatians 5:17
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  (the next verses deal with the difference between the works of the flesh & the fruit of the Spirit)

VISUAL:   Two natures illustrated with the choice between evil imaginations and godly imaginations.

II.  REIGNING:  V.12

A.  Not Yielding Allegiance To Sin:  v.12


1.  The word “therefore” shows the conclusion we are to reach due to the preceding

               concepts;  we are to conclude that sin is a deposed monarch.



2.  No one needs to yield allegiance to a former king, president, prime minister, etc.;

               if he does so, he does so under his own free will, it is neither legally nor practically 

               necessary.



3.  We have been delivered from the dominion or reign of sin; quit obeying it!

B.  But Yielding Allegiance To God:  v.13



1.  The physical principle:  our bodies  (“your mortal body…”  v.12  “members” v.13)



a.  Stop surrendering to a defeated foe.

               b.  Stop offering your members to your enemy.

               c.  Start surrendering to your Sovereign Savior.



2.  The moral principle:  our will  (“yield yourselves” – implies a choice)



3.  The spiritual principle:  God’s will  (“unto God”)
ILLUS.:  In James 4:7 we are told to “resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  But if you do that and ignore the first part of the verse you will constantly fail and live a defeated life.  The first part of the verse says: “submit yourselves to God…”



4.  The dominion principle:  v.14a   
ILLUS.:  The Bible gives many illustrations of those who yielded their bodies to the Lord to accomplish His will.  God used the rod in Moses hand to deliver His people.  He used the sling in David’s hand to deliver His people.  He used the mouths and tongues of the prophets to warn the people, Paul’s feet to carry the Gospel, John’s eyes, mind and hands to record the visions he saw.



     We also see David lusting with his eyes, his mind plotting a scheme, his hand signing a cowardly order to kill a woman’s husband.  No wonder he prayed for a complete cleansing in Ps. 51:2

Psalms 51:2
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

III.  RECOGNIZING:  v.14b

A.  Free From The Law:  



1.  Fear of the Law could never do for us what love for Christ can accomplish.

          2.  The Law was external, gave us rules and penalties and no help to keep them.

          3.  Grace gives us no rules but an invitation to live for Christ, no penalties (our sins 

               are all paid for), and it is internal, (written on our hearts), with the Holy Spirit to 

               enable us.


B.  Free Under Grace:



1.  Law says die, grace says live.



2.  Law says kill a sacrifice, grace says present a living sacrifice.

 
     3.  Law says serve out of fear of penalties;  grace says serve out of love for Christ.

CONCL.:  Here are “THE 3 ‘R’s’ OF SPIRITUAL VICTORY” – RECKONING, REIGNING, & RECOGNIZING!   The victory is a matter of the will.  We must first know something, then claim something, then visualize something.  Then we can accomplish something!  We can live for Christ.
                   “Free from the Law, O happy condition!  Jesus hath bled, and there is remission;
                    Cursed by the Law and bruised by the fall, Grace hath redeemed us once for all.

                    Once for all – O sinner, receive it1  Once for all – O brother, believe it!  

                    Cling to the cross, the burden will fall – Christ hath redeemed us once for all!”
