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      ROMANS 32 SPM
B.S. – Romans

“WARNING SIGNS ON THE ROAD TO SERVICE”  or

“FORCED LABOR OR LOVING OBEDIENCE?”
TEXT:  Romans 6:15-18

THESIS:  To reveal the 2 choices of a redeemed believer:  sin or obedience.

INTRO.:  A.  On January 1st, 1863 Abraham Lincoln issued a presidential proclamation declaring freedom for all slaves in America.  The Emancipation Proclamation didn’t free the slaves, they and their masters obedience did. (Some slaves willingly remained with their old masters;  most chose liberty.  On April 14 29AD, Jesus Christ issued His own “Emancipation Proclamation” when on Calvary He cried “It is finished!” and 3 days later walked out of the tomb – i.e., the power of sin had been broken and the slaves had been given their potential freedom.  Like the slaves in America they had a choice to continue with their masters or take advantage of their freedom. 

               B.  Everyone is someone’s slave!  Either Satan’s or the Savior’s.  The believer with 2 natures has a choice.  The unsaved person has no choice.  His pride makes the choice for him.  Satan appeals to your body (via your mind);  the Lord appeals to your heart (via your mind  [“doctrine” v.17] & spirit).  It is either “FORCED LABOR OR LOVING OBEDIENCE.”  Jesus said “No man can serve 2 masters…”  Then regarding the believer, he declared “One is your master, even Christ.”

Matthew 23:9-10  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.  Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.
A choice must be made by the believer.  Whom you serve is decided on the basis of the “WARNING SIGNS ON THE ROAD TO SERVICE.”
I.   SIGN #1:  CAUTION  V.15

A.  Beware The Distortion Of Doctrine:



1.  There are 2 doctrines or principles that determine whether we continue as slaves to 

               sin or not:  the law or grace.



2.  Paul here reiterates his horror of the thoughts of his readers that anyone would con-

               sider our freedom under grace as a license to sin.   “God forbid…”  cf. 6:1

ILLUS.:  The charismatics and others accuse those of we who believe in eternal security of this very concept, i.e., that because we teach that we are saved by grace and live under grace that we use it as a license to sin.  Actually the opposite is true.  Because we are saved by grace we owe allegiance to the One Who made it possible and out of love for him chose or decide to live to please Him.


B.  Beware the Destruction Of Practice:



1.  Any choice has practical ramifications;  if we choose to sin because we are under 

              grace we cheat ourselves of God’s blessings and freedom from the bondage of sin from 

              which grace delivered us.

ILLUS.:  When you give your heart to someone, he gets all of you.  (That’s why yielded believers tithe without coercion!)  When you give your heart you pledge your love and loyalty, so whatever you do is done with the desire to express that love via obedience.  Yield to Satan & your will hate him and yourself for you yield to fleshly desires and impulses which lead to sinful activity.  No one is more miserable than the carnal (“fleshly”) saint.   The Lord appeals to us via His love for us and whatever He desires, even His commands, are not grievous because it is for our good and His motivation is love.  Satan cannot use that approach, for he knows nothing of love.  His true identity is hideous, so he hides behind the mask of SELF.  He traps people into serving him.  He only seeks the worst for his slaves & has their ultimate destruction in view.


2.  Serving Satan always results in sin & sin always leads to destruction & death.

II.  SIGN #2:  YIELD   V.16
ILLUS.:  The word “yield” pops up 5 times in this chapter (v. 13,16, 19).  It means to “place at one’s disposal” or to “present oneself for service.”  The perfect illustration of yieldedness is found in the O.T. story of Abraham and Isaac.  Both yielded themselves;  Abraham to God’s will and Isaac to his father’s will. Both became willing servants.  It is the perfect definition of yielding in the ultimate sense, i.e., of yielding as in a sacrifice.  Paul commands us in Romans 12:1 to offer ourselves as “living sacrifices.”  That is the meaning here.    


A.  Yielding to Sin = Death



1.  Yielding to sin makes you a rebellious, ungrateful, slave to something which should 

               exercise no power over you.

 
     2.  The ultimate consequence to any slave to sin is death and destruction.

ILLUS.:  Demonic infestations in Scripture demonstrate the ultimate objective of Satan over his slaves.  His goal is the destruction and death of those slaves.  The demon possessed boy was often thrown into the fire or into the water by the demons inside him.  The demoniac of Gadara broke the chains which kept him from injuring himself and he resorted to cutting himself with stones.

                Demonic infestation never occurs without the willingness of the host.  Beware opening doors of possession via devilish tools, viz., rock, rap, hip-hop, gansta rap music tapes, CD’s, videos;  internet porn, magazines, romance novels, satanic TV shows (dealing with witchcraft, vampires, et. al.), booze, narcotics, etc.

B.  Yielding To Grace = Obedience & Righteousness



1.  The Lord has only willing servants or obedient slaves.



2.  He always rewards His servants appropriately;  i.e., with great blessings here and 

               fantastic rewards hereafter.

Luke 19:17  And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.



3.  The obligation of grace is obedience and the result of obedience is righteousness.
III.  SIGN #3:  STOP  v.17,18

A.  Stop Sinning:  (The Tyranny of Sin)



1.  Paul refers to the past conduct of the Roman believers and uses a familiar image to 

               which they could all relate, slavery.

ILLUS.:  Slavery was rampant & repugnant in the Roman empire.  Slaves were treated as property, often with less dignity than afforded to animals.  Their living conditions were abominable.  They were permitted by law to be beaten, and even killed without penalty.  Paul compares the state of slaves to the condition of the unsaved serving Satan.  Then he thanks the Lord that those who had been saved were no longer under this horrendous bondage.


2.  Paul relates their obedience to their positive response to “doctrine.”




a.  There is always a causal relationship between doctrine and practice.

               b.  In other words doctrine and deliverance go together.




c.  Their emancipation from the slavery of sin was due to the “form of doctrine” 

                    which they had received and embraced. 

ILLUS.:  The word “form” suggests a mold into which molten metal is poured so as to take its destined shape.  The believer is the molten metal, the doctrine of the Gospel is the mold.  When saved through the Word of God our natures were conformed or shaped into obedient servants and “servants of righteousness.”


B.  Stop Being Slaves:  (The Bondage of Slavery)



1.  Roman freedom was bestowed either by birth (“freeborn”) or purchased. 

          2.  In the case of every believer it is both:  we are born free via the new birth and we 

               have been purchased (redeemed – “exagarazo” – bought out of the slave market of

               sin) and thus set free by the purchase price of the blood of our Savior!


3.  We have thus become not servants of Satan and sin but “servants of righteousness.”

ILLUS.:  Remember that since our salvation our position is “posse non peccare”  i.e., “able not to sin.”
We are not sinless, but now we have a choice.  Our lives need to be characterized by righteousness, not sin.  We are still able to sin (via the old nature) but now we can choose not to sin and sin is no longer to be our slave master!  We have been set free with Jesus’ “Emancipation Proclamation” on Calvary.

CONCL.:   Here then are the “WARNING SIGNS ON THE ROAD TO SERVICE” -  CAUTION, YIELD AND STOP!   To ignore these warning signs puts you at risk.  To obey them changes your position from 

“FORCED LABOR TO LOVING SERVICE.”
