Table of Contents





1.   When You Feel Like Quitting														2-4



2.   The Benefits of Failure																4-7



3.   When You Feel Unworthy															7-9



4.   When Your Ship is Sinking															9-11



5.   When Your Flame is Dying															12-14



6.   When You Find it Hard To Forgive											15-17	

	

7.   When You Think You Can’t														17-20



8.   When Things Are Coming Apart												20-23



9.   When You Are Hurt																	23-25



10.   When You Family Forsakes You												26-28		



11.   When Tempted To Compromise												29-31



   



   



































“CLAIM THIS PROMISE…

WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE QUITTING!”



TEXT:  Rev. 2:10



INTRO:  A.  This series of messages on “CLAIMING THE PROMISES” will not just focus on the promises themselves, but on how they can help us in times of special need.  Every believer needs to learn how to identify and apply the promises in God’s Word.

                 B.  This is the age of drop outs, flop outs and quitters.  Sadly, even among Christians the drop out rate is high.  Surely there will be very few who will hear our Savior’s words:  “Well done, thou good and faithful  servant.”  

                 C.  Ivor Powell said:  “If the Christian life is compared with a race, then the athlete must remember the finish line in not  halfway down the course.  A runner who desires a trophy must continue – to the end!”   The student who gets the diploma must finish the course.  The Christian life, like marriage is a life-long commitment.

	           D.  Today we will deal with the concept of quitting.  Synonyms for “quitting” are abandon, forsake, cease, or leave.  The suggestion relates to those who stop before completion.   



TRANS:  Paul probably though about those who were formerly co-laborers with him, while he sat in prison.  No doubt he remembered with tears, his former companion, Demas…



I.  DEMAS, THE QUITTER:   



2 Tim. 4:10

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 



	A.  A Negative Example:



		 1.   There is no doubt that we have more Demas’ in the church than we have Daniels.



			  a.   Demas’ problem was carnality.

                 b.   Demas’ problem was love for his former lifestyle.



ILLUS:  How many make professions of faith and for a while leave the world, only to later be pulled back into it because they found the life of faith too stringent, too narrow, too hard.  They gave up the fight and went back to their former lifestyle.  They got in thinking that it would be easy, but didn’t have the backbone to continue, because they found that it was warfare.

                 In Demas’ case he no doubt saw Paul end up in prison and decided he didn’t want to go there!



             2.   It is sad that there are so many Phygellus’ and so few Pauls.



2 Tim. 1:15

This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. 



			      a.   It always hurts when those with whom you once labored drift away.

b.   It is such a blessing to see those who not only “stay by the stuff” but who also hold up your hands and minister to your needs.

2 Tim. 1:16

The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: 



			       c.   Thank God for the Onesiphorus’ in the ministry; what a refreshment they are!



ILLUS:  Powell sums up Demas’ life and ministry in four words:  delight, distraction, departure, and disappointment.   What a commentary on so many Demas’ today.  They come in rejoicing, get pulled away by the magnetic attraction of the world and end up going back -  back to what??  If it was so good, why did they leave in the first place?   The Demas’ are always those who break the preacher’s (and the Lord’s) heart.  He not only lost his friendship with Paul and his ministry, he also lost his contentment and crown!  Think of what he could have been.  Think of the ministry he could have had.

                   Bible researchers date the books of Philemon and Colossians about the same time.  When those two books, which both mention Demas, were written, Demas was a profitable servant.



Philemon 1:24

Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. 



Col. 4:14

Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 



TRANS:  If you don’t want to become a quitter, claim our text verse!  Make it you life verse!



Rev. 2:10b

…be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 



II.  JOHN MARK, THE TURN COAT:



	A.   A Disappointing Example:



Acts 15:37-40

37	And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark. 

38	But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 

39	And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 

40	And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 



		   1.   Mark started out so well.  Acts 12:12 (a prayer warrior);  Acts 12:25 (a fellow missionary)

   2.   We are not told what caused his defection and subsequent disaffection, but whatever it was

   left a bitter taste in Paul’s mouth.

            3.   He was no longer considered trustworthy by Paul.



ILLUS:  Principle:  Decisions you make will haunt you later on.  Principle:  Actions you take will establish your reputation for life, in the minds of some.   A reputation lost is nearly impossible to regain.



			    a.   Paul refused to take John Mark with him for fear he would quit on him again.

    b.   We read again and again of Paul and Barnabas, and Paul and Timothy, and even Paul and 

    Silas, but never Paul and John Mark!



ILLUS:  Opportunities lost may never be regained.  Ministries lost may never be regained.  Surely unless some claim our text verse tonight, we will have some Demas’ and a few John Mark’s among us!

                   Someone has likened the opportunities of service to that of diamonds.  If a diamond could speak it might complain of the harsh treatment it received the hands of the diamond cutter and polisher.  There is a great difference between the stone found in the mines and the jewel of exquisite beauty placed in a royal crown!  John wrote:  “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:  but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as he is.”  I John 3:2   The believer who quits or turns back is like the diamond who rejects the cutter and polisher.  Therefore “be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord…”  1 Cor.15:58

			   Contrast Demas and John Mark with the great Apostle Paul who wrote at the end of his life and ministry, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”

                  Paul made mistakes, but from the day of his Damascus road experience when he met the Savior, till the day he met that same Savior again in heaven at the end of his earthly life and ministry, he never faltered!  Paul would have no doubt appreciated the moral of the little poem:



		   “Two frogs fell into a deep cream bowl; one was an optimistic soul,

             But the other took the gloomy view, “We shall drown!” he cried without adieu.

             So with a last despairing cry, He flung up his legs and said “Goodbye!”

             Quote the other frog with a merry grin.  “I can’t get out, but I won’t give in;

             I’ll swim around ‘til my strength is spent, Then will I die the more content.”

             Bravely he swam ‘til it would seem – his struggles began to churn the cream.

             On the top of the butter at last he stopped, and out of the bowl he gaily hopped.

             What is the moral?  It’s easily found, If you can’t hop out, keep swimming around!”



CONCL:  So, “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE QUITTING!”   We have more than enough sitters, quitters and other critters in the church.  We need more men, women and teens who refuse to quit or turn back.  

              Christians need the tenacity and stubbornness of a Winston Churchill, who, when the island of England was threatened by Nazi Germany, said:



             “We shall fight to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans,  we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields, and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills, we shall never surrender… we shall never, never, never, never quit…”  June 4, 1940



			May God give us Christians who will vow to keep on fighting till their last breath.  We need believers whose motto is “We shall never, never, never, never surrender!”



 “The Benefits of Failure”



TEXT:  Lk. 22:32



INTRO:  A.  For the serious saint, nothing is more disturbing than a feeling of failure the feeling you have failed the Lord, your family, your friends, yourself.  Adding to the frustration is the knowledge that the failure was caused by our pride, arrogance, or over-confidence.  We thought “This could never happen to me.”

			 B.  In Lk. 22:31-33 Peter expresses over-confidence in his flesh and perhaps physical strength.  I see Peter as a physically strong man, a swarthy fisherman, a real man’s man, as the world judges.  (He apparently had a vocabulary to match!)  But God’s evaluation of strength is not the same as ours.  He demands moral courage and spiritual strength, under testing.  Christ knew Peter’s propensity at failure and his extra large ego, so He prophesied of his upcoming spiritual defeat and gave him a promise.

What a promise:  “…I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not;  and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”



I.  GOD’S GRACE VS. OUR GUILT:



	A.   Living With Past Failures:



  1.   Peter was feeling so strong that day when he verbally pledged his loyalty to the Lord…and he 

            no doubt meant every word of that pledge.

  2.   But Peter underestimated the flesh; it was one thing to look into the Savior’s eyes and derive 

  strength and quite another to look into the maiden’s eyes later as he warmed himself by the     

  enemy’s fire.

  3.   It is one thing to boast about loyalty when with other believers and quite another thing when

            you are among the lost.



a.  The test of our faith and loyalty to Christ doesn’t come in church, it comes at the work-place.

b.   The day Peter denied the Lord was a turning point in Peter’s life and service; it was the day his ego died!



ILLUS:  The subtitle of this message is “THE BENEFITS OF FAILURE.”   Perhaps the Lord will use your failure to witness to strengthen your trust in Him.  Maybe He will use your failure to love as you should to enable you to be more compassionate later.  Possibly your failure will be the best thing that could happen to you to make you a better Christian, a better witness, a better and more consistent believer.



c.  Peter could have simply quit on the Lord because of his failure, instead he did not live in the past and dwell on failure, but rather used his failure as a lesson on the weakness of the flesh and the need for the fullness of the Spirit.



	B.   Clinging To God’s Promises:



		  1.   In Jesus’ promise to Peter was the realization of his possible failure.

            2.   But there was also the assurance that good could come even from failure.



ILLUS:  The Lord “knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are dust.”   Ps.103:14  Peter should have listened instead of talked!  What the Lord has to say is far more important than what Peter says or thinks (or what we say or think)!   We need to find the promises, then cling to them.  Every believer needs to be a promise seeker before he can become a “promise keeper.”  He also needs to acknowledge that he can only keep promises if supernaturally enabled; that the only real Promise Keeper is the Lord!



II.  GOD’S DESIRE VS. OUR DISTRESS:



	A.   A Failure May Be A Beginning:



		  1.   The day Peter sinned was probably the lowest point in his life.

            2.   Peter probably believed his ministry was over, when it was just beginning.

            3.  The Lord’s prayer for Peter would be answered;  (note that Peter’s cooperation was 

necessary).



			    a.   Sometimes the most difficult thing is to forgive ourselves.

b.   We need to learn that God’s forgiveness is available and work on our forgiveness as

well.

c.   God’s desire is to relieve our distress by getting us to a point of rededication, as with

Peter.  John 21:15-17

    d.   The good news is that Peter became the strongest preacher among the original twelve and 

                   the most famous due to his ministry.

e.   Peter’s bitter tears of remorse, regret and repentance were necessary, but he needed to 

“get over” his failure!



ILLUS:  If we dwell on our failure instead of on His forgiveness we will continue to be failures!



	B.   A Failure May Be An Opportunity:



  1.   God’s desire is to restore each failing disciple to a place of renewed and perhaps even greater 

            service.

2.   The fact that you fail once and rebound is no guarantee that you will never fail again; even   

after the resurrection it was Peter who told the other disciples:

  3.   I go a fishing” (returning to his former occupation)…it was also Peter who messed up when 

  the Jews came and Paul had to rebuke him.

�Gal. 2:11-12

But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 



  4.   Again and again Peter’s failures taught him lessons and opened up greater opportunities for 

  service for him.



III.  GOD’S FORGIVENESS VS. OUR FAILURES:



	A.   God Uses Failures:



ILLUS:  If God never used failures, He would have no one to use!  Some notable biblical failures were

Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Samson, Jonah, David, Jeremiah, Peter, Thomas, John Mark, etc.  In fact the men God used about whom no failure is recorded are few indeed:  Joseph, Daniel and ???



	B.   Failures May Be Steppingstones:



  1.   God is in the forgiveness business; if we never failed, He could not demonstrate His forgiveness.

2.   Forgiveness is extended to failures; they only continue to be failures if they refuse to accept     

His forgiveness!



			   a.   Peter failed, but accepted forgiveness and saw 3000 saved at Pentecost thru his preaching.

                b.   Jonah failed but accepted forgiveness and saw an entire city saved.

John Mark failed but accepted forgiveness, recovered and continued to serve faithfully 

with Barnabas.

  d.   Even Samson, the most flagrant failure of God’s servants, accepted God’s forgiveness and 

  served Him with one final act of dedication.



CONCL:  Should we be ashamed when we fail?  Absolutely!  Should we shed tears of repentance, remorse and regret?  Yes!  Should we accept God’s forgiveness and cleansing and continue to serve.  Positively!   Why not “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…WHEN YOU FAIL?”    God is no respecter of persons and if He can forgive Peter and use Him, He can do the same for you!





WHEN YOU FEEL UNWORTHY



TEXT:  1 Tim. 1:15



INTRO:  A.  The reason the spiritual saint feels unworthy is because he is!  In fact when you feel you are worthy, you are not.  Complacency kills.  Self-satisfaction stifles spiritual growth.  Our unworthiness allows Christ to be glorified in us.  “Not me, but Christ” should be our cry.

                 B.  John. The Baptist had the proper concept.  “He must increase, I must decrease.”  He said he wasn’t even worth to tie Jesus’ shoes!  The subject should feel unworthy to stand in the presence of the great King; the servant before his good Master; the creature before the Creator.   We are indeed unworthy.  But there is a difference between being unworthy and feeling unworthy.  We may be unprofitable servants, but we should nevertheless be servants.  We may be unworthy Christians but we should be useful Christians.  We may be imperfect saints, but be should be useable saints.  We may be sinning believers, but we should be strong believers.



TRANS:  Paul felt as every believer should…that he was “the chief of sinners.”



I.   A DUBIOUS DISTINCTION:   “chief of sinners…”



	A.   A Definite Mistake:



1.   This was the same man who wrote to the Philippian church that he was “as touching the Law, blameless…”

         

			  a.   Paul had outwardly followed God and kept the Law of Moses.

                 b.   But inwardly his motives were wrong and his attitude was one of Pharisaical pride.

                 c.   Paul not only appeared moral and good, he was!

                 d.   But his goodness was just that, his goodness, not God’s!



		 2.   When he got saved he appropriated the imputed righteousness of Christ.



ILLUS:  An illustration of imputation is when I take off my coat and give it to someone else and make it theirs.  Or better still, when I give my credit card to someone else and tell them whatever they spend will be charged to my account.



Philemon 1:18

If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; 



3.   Paul was surely NOT the greatest sinner of all (e.g., Judas), but realized that when it came to righteousness of his own, he was indeed a “chief of sinners.



			  a.  After he got saved he strove to have even “a conscience void of offense.”

b.  Paul knew that standing in the radiance of the Light of the world, no one could hide the blemishes on his record; he was no longer walking in darkness.  (“A man in total darkness sees nothing.”)



II.  A MARVELOUS MESSAGE:  “…a faithful saying”  



	A.   A Unique Concept:



		  1.   Paul believed the Gospel message to be unique.

2.   Many other messages were being preached, but “THIS is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation…”

		

			   a.   The Romans taught that might was right, but left their slaves in chains.

                 b.   They believed their emperor was a god, but his conduct was atrocious.

                 c.   The Saducees believed death was the end of existence and when they died they died as

                 dogs with out hope of anything eternal.

                 d.  The Pharisees believed in personal merit and created innumerable laws left men enslaved.

                 e.   The Greeks worshipped many gods, but were never sure of anything, thus their statue to   

                 “the unknown god.”



Paul argues for the uniqueness of the Gospel message; that it alone could have and was thus 

worthy of “all acceptation.”  

Paul is stating that only the Gospel message can transform a life and offer an eternity in 

heaven with the Lord.



ILLUS:  Even today this is an offense to others.  The religionists and cultists consider us to be arrogant.

How dare we claim that Christ is the only way to heaven?  What about the Jews, the Muslims, the Mormons, the New Agers, the Hindus, the Confuscianists, et. al.?



III.  A MEANINGFUL MISSION:  “…Christ Jesus came…to save sinners”



	A.   The Good News:



1.   Paul now reveals what makes the message unique:  Christ came!  He did not rise from the ranks of men, he descended from heaven!



			   a.   This speaks of pre-existence and a direct act of His own volition.

        b.   This speaks of a Savior Who is Deity.

        c.   This speaks of the fact that He chose to come to earth.

                 d.   This speaks of His purpose and His power.

             

NOTE:  The bad news is that we are unworthy.  The good news is that He is worthy!  The bad news is that because we are sinners we cannot save ourselves.  The good news is that He came “to save sinners.”

And that He can do this because He is NOT a sinner.



		2.   Paul also reveals the concept of forgiveness.



			 a.   Since we are unworthy sinners, forgiveness must be a part of the salvation package.

Forgiveness in salvation is not to be equated with human forgiveness which merely forgoes 

a penalty or charge.  “I forgive your debt to me.”

Divine forgiveness is “one of the most complicated and costly undertakings, demanding 

complete satisfaction to meet the demands of God’s outraged holiness.”  Unger

Forgiveness is the negative aspect of salvation; imputation of God’s righteousness is the 

positive side.

There is no salvation with out forgiveness, but we don’t simply need our record expunged, 

we need positive righteousness in our standing before God.



ILLUS:  Let’s suppose I forgive your debt against me.  That doesn’t change your relationship to me.  But if after forgiveness, I also extend you credit, we establish a different relationship.  You may be thankful for forgiveness, but you will now have a different attitude towards me.  That’s what salvation does.



CONCL:  You may not be literally the “chief of sinners” in that you are as bad as you could be.  But your debt to God was as great as that of Saddam Hussein, Yassar Arafat, and Adolf Hitler (combined!).  When measured against God’s holiness, perfection, sinlessness, and righteousness, the picture changes dramatically.  

               It is far better for us to say we are the greatest sinner than to believe we are the greatest saint!  When you feel unworthy, claim this promise…it is a promise of a Savior Who can save even the “chief of sinners” – an has!  It is a promise both of forgiveness and imputed righteousness!

			   



 “CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOUR SHIP IS SINKING”



TEXT:  Acts 27:22-25



INTRO:   A.  70+ miles from shore off Cape May, 30 ft. waves, in a 53 ft. boat, darkness, powerful wind and waves battering us – 8 fishermen (5 preachers!) and 2 crew members.  It was very quiet as we huddled inside the cramped cabin, except for a large ice-filled chest sliding and slamming back and forth across the deck, the creaking of the hull as it was first lifted high on the crest of the wave and then slammed down into the valley, the whining of the engines as the props cleared the water…Nearby another ship would sink.  It seemed an eternity but our ordeal only lasted a few hours.

                  B.  In our text for 14 long days and nights, the wind howled, the waves crashed, the chilling rain beat the bodies of the 276 passengers, no doubt fearful and huddled together into small groups;  even the seasoned sailors and captain were helpless and probably hopeless.  Day after long day they were brutally battered…silence prevailed, hope of survival was fading…then Paul breaks the silence.



TRANS:  Paul’s words of hope shone like a lighthouse from an otherwise dark coastline.  They still give hope to those whose ship seems to be sinking…



I.  GOD ISN’T FINISHED WITH US YET:  v.24



ILLUS:  You say:  “How do you know?”  Because we are still here!



	A.   An Unfinished Ministry:

		  1.   Paul was given a promise by God that he would stand “before Caesar.”

            2.   Paul knew he could safely trust in God’s promise as long as he stayed with in God’s will.



ILLUS:  Every believer is immortal as long as God hasn’t finished with him or her and they stay with in His will.  Are YOU in His will?  Has He given you a ministry?  It may not be “full time service” – it could be just raising your family!  Teaching your S.S. class.  Captaining your bus route…   Your ship may go down, but you won’t go down with it!  You can only fall into the protection of the everlasting arms of God’s tender love.  Many live as prodigals and only remember God in times of extreme circumstances, but it was not desperation that caused Paul to pray, it was total dependence upon his heavenly Father.



	B.   Unfinished Lives:



1.   We don’t have a record of the others getting saved, but I believe there is sufficient evidence that they may have trusted Paul’s Savior.

         	  2.   In any event they were given another chance and an opportunity to trust Him.



ILLUS:  It is beneficial for unsaved people to “hang out” with God’s people!  Their lives were spared because of Paul and Luke.  (Cf. I Cor. 7:13-16)

                 Scripture teaches that our lives have an outer limit set by God, beyond which we cannot live, but that we can set the inner limit by stupid things we do (drugs, booze, etc.), sins we commit, etc.



II.  GOD’S PROMISES SHINE IN THE DARKNESS:  v.25



	A.   A Beacon of Hope:



1.   Talk about good news!  Paul’s anncmt. of God’s promise raised the hopes of everyone on board – at least those who believed that Paul wasn’t lying.

            2.   Note the irony in Paul’s initial statement of “I told you so” in v.21.

         

a.   Though he doesn’t “rub their noses in it” – he basically is asking “Have you had enough yet…will you trust me now?”

			   b.   While the others were despairing, Paul was praying.

c.   Paul believed that God even held the wind and waves in His hand and that even if the ship did sink, God could still save whomever He pleased.



ILLUS:  Every believer needs to trust his heavenly Father and be assured that He is concerned about the details of his life!   Not only concerned about those details, but in control of them!



	B.   A Haven of Rest:  



After being on the restless sea, there is nothing like the feeling of stability the dry land can

instantly give.

          2.   So it is with the promises of God; claiming His promises provide stability.

3.   The world is like the restless sea and though the believer may be on the same sinking ship, he 

has a resource that the unsaved don’t have, that provide stability they cannot otherwise know.



III.  GOD’S PURPOSES MUST BE FULFILLED:  v.24a,26



	A.   The Completion of an Unfinished Journey: 



Note that there are steps along the plan of God for each believer’s life and though it may

appear that things are going awry, that step too may be necessary.  

2.   It seemed that Paul was taking a very circuitous route to get to Rome, but he was nonetheless destined to finish his journey.  Cf.  v.11-14, v.16

         	 3.   When Paul finally arrives in Rome he is put under house arrest for 2 yrs.



			   a.   Remember that Paul had appealed to Caesar previously.

                  b.  The entire Roman Govt. was put on hold so Paul could get to Rome!

                  c.   God’s plan for his servant would be fulfilled regardless of the cost to the world!



	B.   A Temporary Port in a Storm:



1.   An old Scottish woman said:  “If you thatch your house in the summer, you  need not fear in the winter.”  

         	  2.   There is a great difference between trust and terror.

         

a.   All on board, except Paul and Luke, became terrified and had no resource for help or guidance.

              	   b.   He who often visits the mercy seat can find the way there even in the dark.

                 c.   Paul knew that circumstances could never change the compassion of God for His servant.

  d.   This 3 month “detour” to the island of Melita resulted in miracles and in many trusting the   

  Lord.



IV.  GOD’S PEOPLE ARE SAFE and SECURE:  v.24-25



	A.   Within His Will:



		   1.   God had revealed His will to Paul and Paul trusted God!

             2.   Paul simply stayed where he belonged and God was obliged to care for him.

 

	B.   Doing His Work: 



 1.   Paul found that even in the midst of being arrested, being a prisoner, on board a ship that was 

             doomed, and in the middle of a horrendous storm, that he could continue to do the work God   

             called him to.

		   2.   In fact the entire episode was only part of a greater plan to reach people.



ILLUS:  Every saint is immortal while in the center of God’s will and doing His work!



CONCL:  “WHEN YOUR SHIP IS SINKING, CLAIM THIS PROMISE!”  Never give up on God even when things are looking bleak and even hopeless!

   













“CLAIM THIS PROMISE…WHEN YOUR FLAME IS DYING”



TEXT:  Psalm 39:3



INTRO:  A.  Our jet had just taken off from Kansas City when a loud explosion caused the plane to shudder.  The stewardesses strapped themselves into their seats, the passengers were fearful.  After what seemed like a long time, the pilot announced that he would get back to us with more information, but that at that moment he was 

“quite busy.”  Finally he came back and told us we were heading back to the K.C. airport.  As we were touching down, we could see emergency vehicles lining the runway with their lights flashing.  Not a comforting sight.  We later learned that on our 3 engine jet, the main tail engine had experienced a “flame out”!  The plane could continue to fly on two engines, but it was safer not to try.  

                B.  I have seen many Christians experience “flame outs.”  They continue to function, but their main source of power is gone.  They too need to return to their “home base” for repairs and not continue to try to “wing it” under their own power.  They (you) need to “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…WHEN YOUR FLAME IS DYING.”



I.   WARMING YOURSELF BY THE ENEMY’S FIRE:



	A.   …With Peter:  



Mk.14:54

54	And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire. 



		1.   Peter had a “flame out” when he hung out with the wrong crowd.

2.   The influence of the ungodly sapped his spiritual strength and turned the boisterous and bold Peter into a Christ-denying coward.

		3.   The greatest influence on the believer is where and with whom he or she spends their time.



ILLUS:   I am not talking about the time over which you have no control, e.g., at work, etc., but rather the time which you are free to decide and choose your friends, fellowship and activity.  If you spend your chosen time with positive influences your fire will burn brightly.  If you read the Word, pray, work, avoid the ungodly (TV, reading material, etc.), read wholesome literature, etc. you will not have a flame out.  

                 Peter no doubt did what was expected of him around the enemy’s fire.  He denied the Lord, he used language acceptable to the crowd he was with, etc.  Was Peter saved?  Yes.  His fire had been quenched by his associations!  Yours will too!



4.   Peter probably rationalized where he was based on trying to stay close to Christ, but it led him back to a lifestyle he was all to familiar with and which ensnared him again.



ILLUS:  When a person gets saved, he not only changes his lifestyle, but his friends, fellowship and the places he goes.  He needs to be in church with God’s people.  He needs to avoid the former influences, AMAP.  You can’t warm yourself by the enemy’s fire and expect to have the Lord’s fire burning with in you!



II.  WARMING YOURSELF BY YOUR OWN FIRE:



	A.   …With David:  (text)



QUOTE:  My sorrow was stirred, my heart was hot within me, v. 3. He could bridle his tongue, but he could not keep his passion under; though he suppressed the smoke, that was as a fire in his bones, and, while he was musing upon his afflictions and upon the prosperity of the wicked, the fire burned. Note, Those that are of a fretful discontented spirit ought not to pore much, for, while they suffer their thoughts to dwell upon the causes of the calamity, the fire of their discontent is fed with fuel and burns the more furiously. Impatience is a sin that has its ill cause within ourselves, and that is musing, and its ill effects upon ourselves, and that is no less than burning. If therefore we would prevent the mischief of ungoverned passions, we must redress the grievance of ungoverned thoughts.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)



		1.   David is having a pity party.  V.1-3

          2.   He becomes introspective and ponders his finiteness and frailty.  V.4,5

          3.   If you want to become a real “burnout” – just warm yourself by your own fire!



ILLUS:  Dwell on your future instead of your present.  Worry and fret about your impending death instead of what you can do for the Lord here and now and you will have a major “flameout”!  (Note:  the Lord has given us all a measure of our life at the end of our arms… “an handbreadth” – that’s it!)  But the only way to prepare for the future is to live in the present! 



	B.   …With Elijah:



1 Kings 19:11

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 



		  1.   Here is a mighty prophet of God feeling sorry for himself.

2.   Elijah thinks he is all alone in standing for the Lord, but God reminds him that he has 7000  others standing up for Him!

3.   When you feel all alone in your walk, witness and service – remember that there are countless thousands of believers doing what you are doing or more!

4.   When you warm yourself by your own fire, your flame will soon go out; it is mighty cool when you are all alone!



Eccl. 4:11

Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? 



	C.   …With Nadab and Abihu:



Lev. 10:1-2

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 



		  1.   These two men weren’t having a pity party, they were on a power trip!

2.   These two men did what so many after them have done, they intruded into areas where they 

were not called to serve and questioned God-given authority.

         

Lev. 9:23-24

And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people.   And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. 



3.  There is nothing wrong with desiring to serve the Lord, but you had better make sure of your calling first.

4.  These two men were acting out of jealousy; they had just seen the miraculous and wanted to bask in the glory that now came to the God-called servants!   Beware…!



III.  WARMING YOURSELF BY THE SPIRIT’S FIRE:



	A.   …With Elijah:



		  1.   On Mt. Carmel.



1 Kings 18:38

Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 



		 2.   Re:  Ahaziah.   2 Ki.1:10-14



			  a.   Three times the fire of the Lord falls at Elijah’s bidding here.

                 b.   Elijah is ministering in the warmth and power of Holy Spirit fire!



		3.   At Gilgal:  2 Ki.2:11



			 a.   Thank God the end of Elijah’s life is not a burn out, but a blast!

                b.   He is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire, pulled by horses of fire.



	B.   …With Elisha:  2 Kings 2:11



		 1.   Because he walked with God, he was warmed by God’s fire.

           2.   If you want God’s blessing, power and protection, you must do the same.



	C.   …With Isaiah:  Is.6:1-8



		 1.   When you are warmed by God’s fire you see your own unworthiness.

           2.   When you are warmed by God’s fire you are able to serve Him.



CONCL:  Are you warming yourself by the enemy’s fire, your own fire or the Spirit’s fire, tonight?  When your flame is dying…claim this promise!









“WHEN YOU FIND IT HARD TO FORGIVE”



TEXT:  Matthew 5:43-48



INTRO:   A.  Extending forgiveness is both the easiest and hardest thing you will ever do.  It is easy because it is simply a matter of the will – you CAN do it if you will it.  It is the most difficult because your flesh doesn’t want to forgive…it wants to retaliate or be bitter, cruel or hard.

	             B.   “Love one another” is easy;  “love your enemies” is difficult.  The passage before us deals with the subject of love and forgiveness; you cannot love if you cannot forgive.  The word “forgive” includes the idea of canceling a debt, or reconciliation, pardon, overlooking offenses, giving up resentment, forgetting any claim you have to punish, purging the past.

                 C.   V. 44 is our text and in this one small verse we have a guide which reveals our spirituality or lack of it.  It spells out THE MEASURE OF A MATURE SAINT…



I.   THE NATURAL LAW:  v.43,46-47



	A.   Love Friends – Hate Enemies:  v.43



		  1.   The command to love your neighbor was from God.   Mt. 19:19

           2.   The concept of hating your enemies was from man.  V.46-47



ILLUS:  Perhaps because of God’s commands in the OLD TESTAMENT about exterminating the enemies of Israel, this concept developed.  Or perhaps it came because of imprecatory Psalms where the psalmist prayed God’s judgment down upon God’s enemies.  However the difference is that those acts were judicial judgments issuing from a righteous and holy God due to an affront to His glory, not in personal relationships between people.	



3.   The Lord reminds His disciples that there is no reward given for doing what comes naturally.   V.46b



	B.   Love Friends Because They Love You:  v.46,47



		  1.  This is purely humanistic.

            2.  Even the hated tax collectors did this much.



ILLUS:  The tax collectors were hated for several reasons:  they represented a foreign power which had forced itself upon the Jews; certain Jews were acting in that foreign powers stead; they collected whatever they could extract, often cheating the people and pocketing the difference.   But even these “low lifes” treated their friends with respect.  



II.  THE SUPERNATURAL RULE:  v.44,45,48



ILLUS:  In this passage there are 4 levels of spirituality or maturity.  V.44 gives us a means whereby we can measure our maturity; it is in fact THE MEASURE OF A MATURE SAINT…  The question is:  How do YOU measure up?



	A.   Level 1:  Love Your Enemies



		  1.   An enemy is not just someone who is not friendly, but one who is hostile.

           2.   The command is not just to tolerate your enemies, but to love them.

3.   You might ask what this all has to do with forgiveness; the answer is that forgiveness must precede love.



ILLUS:   Mt. 18:21-35  Act out this parable.   



			  a.   There are 2 kinds of love:  Love based on conduct.  Fickle.

b.   Love based on forgiveness and benevolence, i.e., even if we disapprove of the other persons conduct.



				   1)   This is a law unique to Christianity.

                      2)   This is the highest test of spirituality.

                      3)   This is the most difficult thing for a believer to learn and practice.



	B.   Level 2:  Bless Them That Curse You



		  1.   To “bless” means to speak well of or to praise them.

            2.   It means when they curse us we speak highly courteously to them and of them

            3.   The principle is good words for bad words.



ILLUS:  King David did this with King Saul.  Former (praise the Lord!) President Clinton, and his cronies, left the White House a mess.  They removed the “W” keys from computer keyboards, wrote filth and graffiti on the rest room walls, put a sticky substance under furniture, cut phone and computer lines, crossed out interoffice phone numbers making communication a nightmare among staff members, etc., etc.   President Bush’s response?  He simply dealt with it and moved on, proving who the better man was.   He did not attempt to retaliate, or publicly attack Pres. Clinton.  He has chosen not to vilify him in the media concerning the questionable pardons issued or the stripping of Air Force One and the White House of china, silverware, insignia, etc.



	C.   Level 3:  Do Good To Them That Hate You



		  1.   Words without works = 0!



ILLUS:  Matthew Henry said of a preacher:  “The way to make him a friend was to do him an ill turn” seeing the way he treated his enemies!   Jack Hyles taught me this lesson by setting the example.

                 A king asked what a good king should do.  He was told not just to do good to his friends, but to do good to his friends and make friends out of his enemies.  (This is not always possible, and should not necessarily be our goal.  We don’t do this for them, but for us and for Him and His glory.)



2.   Jesus uses an illustration in v.45 and is saying that His provision is not based upon the goodness or lack of goodness of men on earth, but that He acts consistently, regardless.

3.  These very people may blaspheme His Name, hate Him, and are evil and foul; thus He is   teaching us that we don’t have to like them or what they do, we just have to be bigger than them  and do good to them.



	D.   Level 4:  Pray For Them That Persecute You



		  1.  This is not simply hostility, but hatefulness and harmfulness.

2.  There may be legal action implied in the term “despitefully” i.e., they are out to ruin you or slander you in the courts.

3.  You may never reach them, but the Lord is unlimited and can reach them, so prayer is your  resource for these really hard cases.

         	  4.   By praying for the man we do not like, we are not just liking them, but loving them.  



ILLUS:  Sometimes Christians say, I have to love them, but I don’t have to like them.   It is ridiculous to command anyone to like everyone.  Liking someone is responding to that in them which attracts you.  There may be nothing there to like.  But in praying for someone, you are going beyond liking them for what they are or what they do.    Martyn Lloyd Jones said “What does matter is that we pray for the man whom we do not like.  That is not liking him but loving him.”



	D.   Level 5:  Perfection



1.  Jesus is saying that if you do the things I have outlined here, you will have reached spiritual maturity.

         	  2.   We know we will not reach sinless perfection, but that should nonetheless be our goal.

           3.   The word “perfect” means “complete” or “fully mature.”  How are you doing?



CONCL:  So why not “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…WHEN YOU FIND IT HARD TO FORGIVE”?  And use this passage of Script. and Jesus’ teaching here as THE MEASURE OF A MATURE SAINT?





“CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOU THINK YOU CAN’T”



TEXT:  Phil. 4:13



INTRO:  A.  Three times in Mark’s Gospel we are told that “all things are possible.”



Mark 9:23

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. (Belief may make things possible.)



Mark 10:27

And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.   (God makes things possible.)



Mark 14:36

And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.  (Things possible may not always be best.)



			  B.  Our text states that “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  Paul is stating that when you think you can’t, you can claim this promise.  (It may not be coincidental that I chose this verse and subject almost 2 months ago, before having my chest opened twice in surgery!)

                C.  What this verse does not mean is that we will be able to do impossible, improbable or idiotic things.  It does not mean we are superhuman.  It does mean that in God’s will, what men consider impossible or improbable or even idiotic may become a reality. David, the lad was able to slay Goliath the Giant!  Daniel’s 3 friends were able to survive the fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel was able to escape the lion’s den unscathed.  A missionary may have already lived through an ordeal which has killed others.  A preacher (Paul) may have survived unbelievable horrors so that he could “finish (his) course.”  “Of the Jews 5 times received I forty stripes save one…(195 lashes!)”   But he couldn’t be silenced.  “Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned.”  But his ministry continued.  “Thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.”  But he kept on preaching.  He had poor health, yet within his lifetime he evangelized the known world and even took the Gospel into the palace of the Roman Caesar.  He apparently suffered from a severe eye problem, yet his letters comprise most of the NEW TESTAMENT  THIS is the man who wrote our text!  One of the few who could!  While you may not be able to have written this text, YOU CAN CLAIM ITS PROMISE!  “CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOU THINK YOU CAN’T!”



I.   YOU CAN DO ‘ALL THINGS’ WITHIN GOD’S WILL:



	A.   This Is Not An “Umbrella Promise”:



		  1.   This is not a promise of God’s strength for foolish or carnal things.

            2.   This is not the “all things” of Romans 8:28 which IS an “umbrella promise.”

            3.   This is a promise specifically connected to God’s will for a believer’s life.



ILLUS:  In the previous verses Paul speaks of his dependence on others for physical necessities (v.10).

He also spoke of personal deprivation (v.11-12).   I believe Paul is saying that whatever circumstance he found himself, within God’s will, the Lord strengthened him to live above the circumstances and gave him the peace and comfort he needed.

                 In Eph. 6:10 Paul spoke of being “strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.”  In 2 Tim.2:1 he spoke of being “strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus.”   In Eph.3:16 he said “we are strengthened with His might by His Spirit in the inner man.”  This was no boast of a self-sufficient man, but one who was wholly dependent upon the strength of His Savior.



4.   Paul is speaking as one who is wholly dependent upon the Lord’s provision for the believer walking in His will.

5.   When you think you can’t take it any more, when you think you can’t put up with it anymore, when you think you can’t do it anymore…if you are in God’s will YOU CAN CLAIM THIS PROMISE!



II.  YOU CAN DO ALL THINGS “THROUGH CHRIST”:



A.   This Is A Conditional Promise Of Dependence:



		  1.   Paul declared this dependence again and again in his ministry.



Galatians 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.



2.   Paul was not some egotist depending on his ability, gifts, intelligence, or self-righteousness or even his past success as a Pharisee.

 3.   Paul is wholly dependent upon His Savior for any success, strength or supernatural mani-  

 festation in his ministry.



ILLUS:  The question is often asked of believers if there is anything in their life which can only be explained supernaturally or could they simply continue doing whatever they do apart from the Lord or the Holy Spirit in their life.  This question would not be difficult for Paul to answer.  How about for you?



4.   Paul sees himself as victorious regardless of circumstances because of the strength of Christ imparted to him.



ILLUS:  The way we can claim this verse is to rely upon the same Source of strength.(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

 (1)   that we need not sink under any trial, for there is one who can strengthen us.

 (2)   that we need not yield to temptation. There is one who is able to make a way for our escape.

 (3)   that we need not be harassed, and vexed, and tortured with improper thoughts and unholy desires. There is one who can enable us to banish such thoughts from the mind, and restore the right balance to the affections of the soul.

(4)   that we need not dread what is to come. Trials, temptations, poverty, want, persecution, may await us; but we need not sink into despondency. At every step of life, Christ is able to strengthen us, and can bring us triumphantly through. What a privilege it is, therefore, to be a Christian - to feel, in the trials of life, that we have one friend, unchanging and most mighty, who can always help us! How cheerfully should we engage in our duties, and meet the trials that are before us, leaning on the arm of our Almighty Redeemer! Let us not shrink from duty; let us not dread persecution let us not fear the bed of death. In all circumstances, Christ, our unchanging Friend, can uphold us. Let the eye and the affections of the heart be fixed on him; let the simple, fervent, believing prayer be directed always to him when trials come, when temptations assail, when duty presses hard upon us, and when a crowd of unholy and forbidden thoughts rush into the soul: and we shall be safe.



NOTE:  Someone said there are 2 kinds of Christians.  Thermometer Christians and Thermostat Christians.  The Thermometer Christian simply registers the prevailing spiritual temperature;  his satisfaction is totally dependent on circumstances.  The Thermostat Christian whose satisfaction is totally independent of circumstances; they rely on the Lord Who they see as being in control of the circumstances and as giving them strength when those circumstances are difficult.



III.  YOU CAN DO ALL THINGS IN HIS POWER:



	A.   This Is A Promise That Involves A Choice:



		  1.   We can either live “in the flesh” or in the power of His strength.



ILLUS:  Jack Hyles used to speak about “good  flesh” and “bad flesh” and concluded that both are still flesh!   We may work on a bus route or teach a Sunday School class or give to the Lord’s work out of duty with the wrong motives (flesh), or we can do these things as we are led by the Spirit of God and relying on Him.  What we do is “good” but it is still out of the flesh.   Perhaps it is just as much sin as lust or pride because it is still flesh.  He often said that sin is not only bad because of what we do, but because it keeps us from doing what we should be doing.  It is not only sinful to go to the barroom, but if we should be going soul-winning, going there keeps us from doing right.  Doing wrong is always wrong, but doing wrong also keeps us from doing right.



           2.   We can make decisions in life apart from the Lord or with His direction.

           3.   We may live in the energy of the flesh or in the energy of the Spirit.



ILLUS:   Whichever nature we feed will determine which nature grows.  If you want the old nature to be your strength, just feed it.  If you want the Lord to be your strength, feed the indwelling Holy Spirit. (How?)



Ephesians 3:16  *

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man…



Ephesians 3:20-21

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.



CONCL:  “CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOU THINK YOU CAN’T!”  But remember that it is a promise that operates within God’s will for your life,  that you cannot do all things apart from Him and that you must depend upon His strength in you as you grow spiritually in dependence upon Him for everything.  





 “WHEN YOU THINK THINGS ARE COMING APART”



TEXT:  Mark 6:31



INTRO:  A.  Vance Havner, preacher of years past said:  “Come apart and rest awhile or you will come apart.”  Our Savior told his work-weary disciples:  “Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while…” Notice the additional statement in the text:  “for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.”   Things were hectic, they needed some rest, they had to “come apart” or they would soon come apart.

                B.  With our hectic whirlwind lifestyles the divorce rate is up (even among Christians), families are falling apart, there is little stability, everything runs faster, our schedules demand more; we not only have abandoned “snail mail” for e-mail, we now carry our telephones with us…even to church!  (Please don’t!)  We not only can’t find time for devotions or a “quiet time” we are even too busy on our vacations – we have to be doing something or going somewhere all the time!  It takes several days after we arrive on vacation to settle into a slower pace!  But even believers are to “come apart”…



I.  SABBATH-REST:  Ex. 20:8-11



	A.   Principle:  Rest Time



NOTE:  The word “Sabbath” means “to desist from exertion…to pause…to celebrate…intermission.”



1.  Yes, I know the Sabbath was for Israel, but the principle of needed rest is established for mankind.

         	 2.   Everything needs time out or time off!



ILLUS:  Not only did man and his animals get time off under God’s direction, but even the land had a Sabbath or rest time.



Leviticus 25:1-5

And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.  Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land.                                                        



  3.   The penalty for not observing the Sabbath was death!   



Exodus 31:14-15

Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people.  Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.      S.A. Num.15:32-36



ILLUS:  Today we don’t stone people for working on the Lord’s Day (which is NOT the Sabbath), but the penalty for not resting is still death.  Stress is the #1 killer in our society and it produces heart attacks, strokes, ulcers, and possibly even cancer.  The failure to observe the “REST TIME” principle is still severe.

                 I learned this the hard way.  In my former ministry in Glen Burnie, Md., I was under an unusual amount of stress, and then when of the men in the church passed away suddenly.  I was his friend and I took it unusually hard.  On a Wed. night I literally collapsed in the pulpit and had to be carried out.  An unsaved Dr. began to question me about my 7 day, non-stop, 16-18 hr. day schedule and “preached” to me about the fact that “even God rested on the 7th day”  and did I think I was stronger than God?   I began trying to take off 1 day each week to do something other than the ministry.  Finally my family had me back.



II.  STILLNESS:



	A.   Principle:  Refreshment Time



1.  In our opening text the disciples came to Jesus all excited about what they had been doing to promote His message.  V.30

		 2.   He would use this to teach them a valuable lesson.  V.31



a.   They were so busy and mobbed by the crowds they didn’t even have time to stop and eat.  (Ever been there?)

              	  b.   They needed refreshment…not just physical…they needed to STOP and BE STILL!



ILLUS:  The Scriptures admonish us to “BE STILL and KNOW THAT I AM GOD!”  Ps. 46:10a   There is no record in the Bible that Jesus ever “ran” anywhere or that God is ever in a hurry.  In fact we are taught that God is longsuffering, patient and that we need to emulate Him.   (This is not an excuse for laziness, which God condemns and despises and even demands excommunication from the local church for lazy people.)

                 But the God Who made us knows that we need some “down-time” to refresh ourselves so we can attack our work time with even more vigor.  



		 3.   The “come apart” principle is the opposite of being restless.

           4.   We need to “come apart” for rest and reflection.  (text)

ILLUS:  After the episode of Moses losing his ticket to the Holy Land due to his impatience with the people of God (Num. 20:8-11), he nonetheless retreated to the mountaintop to be alone with God and reflect and to calm his ruffled spirit.  

                 Our Savior often slipped away even from His disciples so He could reflect and be refreshed.  As a man He too became weary and knew fatigue.  He knew the secret to refreshment was in getting alone with God!   It will work for you too.   Do you have a daily “quiet time” when it is just you and Him?



III.  SOLITUDE:



	A.   Principle:  Rejuvenation Time



Isaiah 30:15

For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.



ILLUS:  New Zealand has their own “Yellowstone Park” where they have geysers which erupt every so often.  When it doesn’t respond on time to entertain visitors, the guide throws some detergent into the large hole in the ground.  Soon a gurgling sound is heard and the geyser erupts.  This is what often happens when a believer doesn’t “come apart and rest a while.”  The slightest thing will set him or her off and he will blow!



		 1.   Vacations and down time are not luxuries, they are necessities.

2.   Working non-stop not only has physical ramifications, but family repercussions, promotes discontent, worry, oppression, criticism of others, etc.



ILLUS:  Even Paul, like Moses, had an flash point.  He too was just flesh.  (see Acts 23:1-5)  It is nearly impossible that Paul would not recognize the High Priest, but after “losing it” he quickly recovered and quoted Scripture to show he was wrong.   This was toward the end of a very difficult ministry with trials, persecution (esp. by religious Jews), testings, beatings, imprisonment, etc.  Besides all that he had the “care of all the churches” weighing on him daily.  No wonder he erupted!  



3.   The Lord said: “In quietness and confidence shall be your strength…” and that is an excellent remedy for an irritable and unhappy saint.

4.   Sometimes solitude, just getting alone and quiet can be like a healing balm; getting alone with the Lord has definite healthful qualities.

		 5.   We need to regularly “come apart” before we come apart!



			  a.   We need daily “down time” when we just get alone with the Lord.

                 b.   We need weekly “change of pace” time when we do something other than our daily grind.

                 c.   We need “Sabbaths” like holidays, family get-togethers, etc. throughout the year.

                 d.   We need a complete change of venue or change of scenery annually, like vacations, to 

                  recharge and rejuvenate.



ILLUS:  Any motor or piece of equipment that runs without stopping is heading for a breakdown.  That includes the human body, even the body of the believer.   We don’t need to feel guilty about it, in fact, we need to feel guilty if we don’t “come apart.”



CONCL:  When you feel like things are “coming apart” CLAIM THIS PROMISE and “COME APART…AND REST A WHILE.”





“CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOU ARE HURT…”



TEXT:  Rom.12:19b;  Heb.10:30;  2 Thes. 1:8



INTRO:  A.  How many times have you been hurt by a friend, misjudged by an enemy, misquoted by a gossip, falsely accused by a person who didn’t have all the facts or maligned by someone who was out to get you.  Maybe your reputation has been soiled, your testimony tarnished or your character smeared.  What do you do?

You need to “CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOU ARE HURT” – “Vengeance is Mine, I will 

repay, saith the Lord.”  Rom.12;19b  (See also Heb.10:30 and 2 Thes.1:8)

	            B.  Some of the most difficult counsel Jesus gave to His disciples were the words recorded in Mt.5:43-48. (He practiced what He preached.)



1 Peter 2:23

Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:



               C.  In one sense it may be even more difficult deal with family members (as in the case of Hannah, with her husband), or close friends (as in the case of Paul, with those he had won to Christ and loved), than with enemies (as in the case of David with King Saul)!  [These are the 3 I will use to illustrate the principle.]   I can handle criticism and hatred much easier from my enemies than I can from those who are supposed to be my friends.  It hurts more from those who are close.  (But I still have a hard time loving my enemies!)



I.   HANNAH INTERCEDED:  



1 Samuel 1:12-14

And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli marked her mouth.

Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.  And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee.



	A.   She Didn’t Panic:



  1.   This accusation came from the High Priest.                                                       

  2.   To make matters worse her husbands 2nd wife (!) added insult to injury.  v.6-7



			   a.   Here is a desperate woman, who saw herself under a curse:  childless.

			   b.   Here is a spiritual woman, doing a spiritual thing.

                  c.   She is praying in the will of God and gets criticized, misunderstood and maligned.



ILLUS:  How many of you have done something good for someone, only to be talked about, misunder-

stood by the person you were trying to help, etc.?   Which of you has done something with pure motives only to be gossiped about, or criticized on the basis that you were just doing it for show or grandstanding?

		3.   She is called a drunk, which was a shameful thing, and associated with idolaters!  V.14-16



a.   Hannah was no doubt ashamed, embarrassed and hurt that the High Priest would think so poorly of her.

             

ILLUS:  It is sad that Israel was so backslidden that the High Priest would even conclude what he did.  It is also sad that the man of God would classify such an act of desperation and a spiritual act as a sinfully carnal thing.  (Perhaps, like many of us, we have become so hardened over the years seeing those who are supposed to be believers, fail and fall that we become cynical.)

		      Very recently I heard about a family who got saved because their kids came on a bus and got saved.  The preacher came to the home and led the father to the Lord, then mom got saved.  But it was discovered that the pastor had misappropriated funds from church bonds he sold and the church and its assets had to be sold to cover the debt.  It closed down and the pastor is barred from ever pasturing again in that state.   The family moved to another church where the preacher’s daughter became pregnant out of wedlock and he admitted to a 7 year affair with a woman in the church.  They left there and went to yet another indep. Baptist church where the preacher who had been begging the people to give, had been hiding the fact that he owned a mansion and a yacht which he had not disclosed and the IRS came and got him and his wife.  He is presently serving a 10 yr. sentence and his wife a 5 year sentence in prison!  These folks are so cynical that they go to another church only out of some sense of duty, and two of their daughters are so turned off, that they and their familes go nowhere, live like the devil and use the Lord’s name in vain!   (Thank the Lord that the other daughter married a good Christian young man and they are serving the Lord in a good church near us!  Like Hannah, she didn’t panic!)



b.   Instead of getting backslidden because of what someone else does or says, we need to follow Hannah’s example and not panic, but let the Lord deal with the situation and keep doing right; the blessings will come!



II.  DAVID INTERVENED:  



1 Samuel 26:8-9

Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day: now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite him the second time.  And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD's anointed, and be guiltless?



	A.   He Didn’t Retaliate:



1.   Who would have blamed David if he had allowed Abishai to kill Saul that day…he had been trying to kill David!

			

			   a.   It certainly looked as though God had delivered Saul into David’s hands.

b.   Abishai even says so!  V.8a  (Sounds spiritual!  We can always rationalize our sinful tendencies.)

			

2.   David knew the principle that Saul was in God’s hands, not his and that the Sovereign Judge of the universe would do whatever pleased Him.  V.8-11



			  a.   Question:  What would you have done, given the circumstances?

                 b.   Question:  What do you do when you have an opportunity to retaliate?

			  c.   Question:  How spiritual are you? 

 ILLUS:  You say, “Well preacher, I haven’t killed anyone yet!”  That’s not a measure of spirituality, that’s because you fear the law!  I’m asking, what is in your heart?   Did you want to harm him/her?  Did you secretly want some harm to come to him/her?  Would you be pleased if it did?  When you are hurt by some-one you have befriended, as with David, you need to “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…’VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD.’ ”   David listened to God Who said:  “To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense.”  Deut.32:35



III.  PAUL INSTRUCTED:  



1 Corinthians 4:12-16

And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:  Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.   I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.   For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.   Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.



	A.   He Didn’t Quit:



		  1.   These were Paul’s converts, but he wasn’t always proud of them.

2. Corinth was a cosmopolitan city, thus his converts came from many cultures                           and many classes in society and found it difficult to always get along.

3.   Paul sets himself up as not only their spiritual parent, but sets an example for them and can state with out embarrassment “be ye followers of me.”

        

a.   He is saying I didn’t quit when I was misjudged, mistreated and maligned, and you should not either.

b.   He is telling them to forget the teaching of others who were trying to influence them; he knew if they followed their teaching, they would only become frustrated and discouraged and quit on the Lord.



ILLUS:  When Christians are criticized they should first be sure the criticism is not just or deserving.  (If it is they should correct their behavior.)  If it is not, they should rejoice and count it all joy to suffer for the Savior.



1 Peter 3:17

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.



1 Peter 4:15-16

But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.



CONCL:  Yes, we need to remember that there will be times when we are hurt, mis- Judged, criticized, maligned and even persecuted.  When that happens, we simply need to “CLAIM THIS PROMISE…’VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD!”	









 “CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN YOUR FAMILY FORSAKES YOU”



TEXT:  Psalm 27:10



INTRO:  A.  How many have unsaved parents?  Other unsaved family members?  How many have been forsaken or rejected by them?  Usually when we get saved we think that our family members will readily respond to the Gospel.  We are often met with indifference or open hostility.  Somehow they feel betrayed.  How could we leave the religion of our parents or family?  How dare we turn our back on them because of religion?

                B.   When King David was being hounded by King Saul he made arrangements for his mother and father to be taken care of by the King of Moab (1 Sam.22:3,4).They apparently resent and became critical of him.  Perhaps it was at this time he penned these poignant words.



Psalms 27:10

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.



			 C.  Our Savior knew that their would be difficult relations between parents and family members and their children who chose Him.  The truth is, that choosing Him does not mean excluding them…except where His truth demands a separation.



Matthew 10:34-36

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.



ILLUS:  I know of one woman here who has lost her husband and marriage because of choosing to serve the Lord rather than to participate with him in his sin.  I know of teens and young people whose parents have severed all ties with them because of “abandoning the family religion.”   When this happens you need to “CLAIM THIS PROMISE!”



I.   OUR HEAVENLY FATHER CANNOT FORGET US:



	A.   God Is Omniscient:



		  1.  His very nature prevents Him from forgetting His children.

            2.  His father/child relationship prevents Him from forgetting His children.



Isaiah 49:15

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?  yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.



ILLUS:  Isaiah here admits the possibility of a mother forsaking her own flesh and blood, but assures Israel that their heavenly Father will never forget His children.

                 It is interesting that in the OLD TESTAMENT the Lord is not referred to as “Heavenly Father.” (He is referred to as “the everlasting Father” in Isaiah 9:6.  The term “Father” is used 234 times in the NEW TESTAMENT!)   It is also instructive that out of the 6 times in the NEW TESTAMENT the term of endearment “Heavenly Father” is used, it is found in the Gospel of Matthew…to the Jews.  The most times the word “Father” is used in the NEW TESTAMENT is in the Gospel of John, the universal Gospel.  



	B.   God Is Compassionate:



1 John 3:1

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.



		  1.   He is far more compassionate to His children than any human parent.

            2.   The love He has for His children surpasses the love of a parent.



ILLUS:  Though I have no doubt a parent on a sinking ship would perhaps sacrifice his or her life for their child, they are rarely faced with such a choice.  Our heavenly Father has already met that test, but He  reversed  this and gave His Son, not for those who were His children, but for rebels against Him, that they might become His children!

                 Remember this when your family members forsake you and CLAIM THIS PROMISE!



II.  OUR HEAVENLY FATHER CANNOT STOP LOVING US:



	A.   God Is Love:



		  1.   Love is not just an emotion with the Lord, it is Who He Is!

2.   His love is not predicated on our response or on what or who we are; He is not a respecter of persons, but emanates from His very nature.



a.   The Lord cannot turn His love off and on as we seem to be able to do because love is His very nature.

       			b.   We are to emulate His love toward those we call friends;  “A friend loveth at all times.”



	B.   God Is Faithful:



Jeremiah 31:3

The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:  therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

		

             1.  Again, it is His nature to be faithful to those He has manifested His love to.

  2.   God is not some fickle parent, you can count on His love in thick and thin, when we do good 

 	and when we do bad.



ILLUS:  Unlike the mother who recently systematically drowned her 5 children because she couldn’t stand them and what they did and is pleading temporary insanity and will likely get off with a sentence in a mental institution for 5 years, God is faithful in His love.  The whole doctrine of eternal security rests upon God’s faithfulness.  He cannot go back on His promises and His love forbids Him to be fickle towards His children.

                 There are days when, as your Pastor, I love you.  Then you stab me in the back and I turn off my love.  I need to recognize how often I have stabbed my Savior with my unfaithfulness, disobedience and rebellion, then my love will no longer be fickle.



III.  OUR HEAVENLY FATHER CANNOT CEASE HELPING US:

	A.   God Is A Helper:



Psalms 46:1

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.



1.   In our text verse David used an interesting phrase “…the Lord will take me up;” literally it means “to gather me.”

2.  Our Savior used a similar image when He looked at Jerusalem through His tears and said “…how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.  Mt. 23:37



		  	   a.   The Lord sees His children in trouble and wants to “gather them up” to help them.

              

POEM:  God feedeth the sparrows that fly in the air;  they are never in trouble, but what He is there.

               If God with these creatures His blessings doth share, then we surely can trust such infinite care.  

		

b.   Perhaps instead of “What a Friend we have in Jesus” we ought to sing, “What a Loving Parent we have in Jesus.”



	B.   God Is A Parent:



		  1.   He lovingly calls us His children, His sons and daughters.  

		  2.   We are His children by birth and by adoption.

           3.   There is another sense in which we are His children.



2 Corinthians 6:17-18

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.



			  a.   This is sonship on a deeper level.

b.   This is not just being in the family, but being an obedient child and receiving favored status in the family.



ILLUS:  We all have experienced this in our human family.  We may be family members, but there are times when we do something which brings honor to the family and everyone gives us special recognition.  Here is a son or daughter who achieves recognition or honor in the academic area, sports, etc. and not only earns a plaque, but special attention from other family members.  Better still, here is a child who, like the Prodigal Son, who shows his character by coming back home to the Father and a great recognition party is held for him.



CONCL:  When your family members forsake you, know that you have a Heavenly Father Who cannot forget or forsake you, who cannot stop loving you and who will not stop helping you.  CLAIM THIS PROMISE”  Psalm 27:10

		









“CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN TEMPTED TO COMPROMISE “



TEXT:  Prov. 3:5-6



INTRO:  A.  It is easy to “go with the flow” of current thought and doctrinal deviation in the ministry.  Someone said:  “Any dead fish can float with the current.”  Paul didn’t receive his “Well done” from the Savior by compromising, but by being “steadfast, immovable…” so that he was able to say at the end of his ministry, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”  He didn’t quit, turn aside or compromise.  I am sure that our text verse helped him on more than one occasion when he was tempted.  It will help you too.

                 B.  It has been said that a man who will not stand for something will fall for anything.  The temptation to compromise convictions, change beliefs, take the easy path, go with the tide or straddle the fence rears its ugly head in business, in the home, and in the Lord’s work.  The men-of-God who are remembered are not the compromisers, not the middle-of-the-roaders, but those who have stood their ground.



ILLUS:  Martin Luther is remembered not for giving in to the damnable heresies of the Roman harlot, but for his uncompromising stand against popular opinion against God’s Word.  He declared before those who would have him back down from a biblical position: “Here I stand, I can do no other, God help me.”

                 Tryon Edwards defined compromise as “the sacrifice of one right or good in the hope of retaining another – too often ending in the loss of both.”   Someone else noted “It is the weak man who urges compromise – never the strong man.”   James Russel Lowell said:  “Compromise makes a good umbrella, but a poor roof; it is a temporary expedient, often wise in party politics, almost sure to be unwise in states-manship.”  Strength stands, weakness compromises!



I.  THE WELL-MEANING MAN WHO BECAME SHAMEFUL – BALAAM:



	A.   Corrected By A Donkey:



		  1.   Desire for profit corrupts.  Numbers 25:5-8



a.   There is often money involved in temptation to compromise; a raise in pay, a bribe disguised as an incentive, etc.

b.  Baalam didn’t take the bribe, but he gave it consideration and even prayed about it (sounds spiritual)!



ILLUS:  Gambling corrupts the same way.  It is a desire to get something big for a small investment.  Gambling corrupts:  it destroys the work ethic, it places you in unsavory company, it supports a corrupt industry, may destroy your family and encourages compromise.   Most importantly it says you can’t trust God to care for your needs.   Someone said to me “I am in the Pa. Lottery’s millionaire circle.  Pray I will win so I can tithe the money.”



		   2.   Desire for prestige or fame corrupts.  Numbers 25:16-19



ILLUS:  It is almost axiomatic that those who seek fame and prestige by the world or their peers have to compromise.  They may sacrifice their purity, become drug addicts, alcoholics, etc.  Ex:  sports figures, TV stars, Hollywood stars, etc.

DON’T COMPROMISE – CLAIM GOD’S PROMISE!



II.  THE WISE MAN WHO BECAME SINFUL:  SOLOMON



	A.   Compromised By His Wives:  1 Kings 11:1-10



		  1.   Lust demeans.

		  2.   Lust dominates.

           3.   Lust damns.



ILLUS:  Here is the wise man who not only became sinful, but became a fool!  The true God had appeared to him on 2 occasions; still he turned away from the Lord to worship false gods.  What might he have become if only he had remained true to the Lord, instead of allowing his lust to dominate his decisions.  His compromise ruined his integrity and stole the blessing of God from his life.

                 Lust – thru any means – TV, the internet, movies, pornography or simply ogling the opposite sex (yes, women lust too!) – will destroy your testimony, your ministry, your marriage, your home, your family, your life!   The Bible promises that if you delight yourself in the things of the Lord, there will be no vacuum in your life – he will give you the desires of your heart.



DON’T LUST – JUST TRUST!



III.  THE WEALTHY MAN WHO BECAME SAD:  THE RULER



	A.   Crushed By His Riches:  



Matthew 19:21-22

Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.



		  1.   The love of money contaminates the soul.



ILLUS:  It appears that this young man was moral, sincere and determined to follow the Savior.  But Jesus knew his heart and made him face reality.  He loved his luxury and prestige, more than he wanted the Lord.  No doubt in that instant he saw someone else living in his beautiful home, others dining on gourmet meals, new voices issuing orders to his servants, and saw himself walking the dusty roads with the poor disciples, wondering where his next meal would come from.  He didn’t realize that Jesus was testing him even as he had tested Abraham on Mt. Moriah centuries before.  Abraham passed, the ruler failed.  He remained a wealthy pauper.  Abraham became a poor rich man.  It is Abraham everyone remembers, not this rich young ruler.  



		  2.   The pursuit of riches condemns the soul.



BE WISE – SHUN WEALTH!



IV.  THE WEAK MAN WHO BECAME SIDETRACKED:  DEMAS



	A.   Corrupted By His Desires:  



2 Timothy 4:10a

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica… 



		  1.   Peer pressure leads to compromise.

            2.   Popularity leads to compromise.



ILLUS:  Here is a man who traveled with the great Apostle Paul on his missionary journeys, who is called a “fellow laborer,” but now has gotten side-tracked by his love for the things of this world.  I have no doubt that he looked around and saw his successful friends, their luxury and compared that to his life as a disciple of the lowly and lonely and persecuted missionary Paul and chose the path of least resistance.  The city of Rome had many attractions for the flesh and the gaiety of the city contrasted with the gloom of Paul’s cell.  That attraction finally led him to compromise and abandon his friend.  He will be forever remembered as the quintessential compromiser – and fool!

			There is probably no greater attraction than the things of this world.  They must be kept in perspective and seen for what they are – temporal and temporary.



2 Corinthians 4:18

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.



QUOTE:  Missionary Jim Elliot:  “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

BEWARE THE WORLD – TRUST THE LORD!



CONCL:  CLAIM THIS PROMISE WHEN TEMPTED TO COMPROMISE – Prov. 3:5-6!  There is nothing else worth trusting.  Everything will pass away, but God and His Word.  They are the only absolutes worth living for and worth dying for.  Anything less is a compromise.  Anything less will disappoint, degrade and destroy and possibly even damn your soul.  

             Fame, lust, wealth, and the world will all fade into obscurity.  Jesus not only saves, but also satisfies.  Nothing else can or will! 
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