THREATS AGAINST THE CHURCH
TEXT:  2 Tim. 4:1-6 & 1 Tim. 4:1-2
THESIS:  To reveal the men and movements which threaten the Church in these last days.

INTRO.:  A.  As I travel speaking in different churches, I notice one glaring problem among Bible believers, i.e. a lack of spiritual discernment.  If there is one thing which threatens the future of fundamentalism it is this serious problem.

               B.  Men and movements are abroad today which cause confusion, turmoil, and divisions within churches and among otherwise doctrinally sound Christians.  I hear of believers sending money to Benny Hinn or some other Charismatic charlatan.  I see the influence of “The Purpose Driven Life (& Church)” of Rick Warren or the positive never-offend “gospel” of Joel Osteen.  I note the subtle and Satanic change in music as Christians respond to the fleshly sounds of CCM, Country & Western, Rock, Rap, Hip-hop, Pop, etc.  I hear of churches adopting the doctrines of Calvinism to avoid soul-winning & missions.  And many churches seem to ignore the “signs of the times” we are living in and preachers and people seem to know little of God’s prophetic Word.  These, along with the changing versions of Scripture, are insidious and are removing the “ancient landmarks” of Bible-believing churches today.  Separation (personal and ecclesiastical) seems to be being replaced by a “let’s all get along with the world” philosophy and just “go with the flow…”
TRANS.:  We are to be watchmen on the walls, with spiritual discernment, who refuse to accept the doctrines of devils or be seduced by evil spirits, perverted words of Scripture, or lack understanding of spiritual truths…

I.   MEN & MOVEMENTS:

Acts 20:29-30   For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.   Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.


A.  The Charismatics:
1.  The influence of TBN and their hodge-podge of healers, shysters, prophets (male & female!), priests and con-artists infiltrate our homes and influence our thinking, practice



& theology.

2.  The syrupy, smooth preaching, the prosperity “gospel” the fleshly music all tend to 
confuse the average “head in the sand” saints.

ILLUS.:  This group preaches just enough truth to cause God’s people to lean in their direction.  But remember the Devil quotes Scripture and does a better job at it.  Spiritual discernment needs to be exercised whenever you are exposed to these wolves in sheep’s clothing who are out to “fleece the sheep” – not “feed the sheep!”  This group’s guru is the allegedly homosexual Paul Crouch and his pink-haired partner Jan, Benny Hinn, T.D. Jakes, Kenneth Copeland, the fake healers, women preachers and all the others on TBN!


3.  The CCM, Rock and Rap music is a vital part of the Charismatic movement.
ILLUS.:  At one point all music was “contemporary” but the arrangement, performance, and the worldly setting and the appearance and dress of the “performers” make music objectionable or acceptable.  It takes spiritual discernment to know the difference.


B.  The Calvinists:

2 Peter 2:1   But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.



1.  There is a resurgence of this “damnable heresy” in fundamentalism today.



2.  It has been refuted again and again by able Bible scholars who remain true to God’s Word.

a.  They teach that some were pre-chosen before the foundation of the world to go to hell and others to go to heaven.
b.  It dampens church-growth through soul-winning and missions programs; many 
believers are not Calvinists in theology, but are in practice!


C.  The Cults:

1.  The two most insidious and most aggressive cults are the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Latter Day Saints or Mormons.

ILLUS.:  Did you know that the Mormons who knock on your door wear special “holy (not holey) underwear”?  Did you know they believe they will or are becoming gods?  Did you know that they believe that God was once Adam and has many wives (that’s why many of them practice polygamy!)?  They believe that Jesus couldn’t become a god, unless He was married and that He had many wives, including the two sisters of Lazarus and Mary Magdalene! Are you aware that they believe God lives on a planet near the star Kolob with his wives, having spiritual children?  Did you realize that they teach that Satan and Jesus are spirit brothers?  That black people come from God’s children who didn’t stand faithfully with Him against Lucifer?
            Did you know that the J/W’s will not salute the flag, observe Christmas, carry a weapon in defense of the country which gives them these freedoms and refuse blood transfusions even for their children when needed?  They do not believe that Christ is God nor do they believe the Holy Spirit is a Person.  They also believe in a salvation by works and hope they won’t be slaughtered at the Battle of Armageddon and might become one of the 144,000!

D.  The Con Men:
1.  This group consists of the “positive” – never-offend-anyone group of preachers like the Rick Warrens (The Purpose Driven Life [Church]), the Joel Osteens, and the John Hagees. 

ILLUS.:  Warren classifies “fundamentalist/Bible-believers” with radical Islamists.  Osteen doesn’t even know if Jesus is the only way to Heaven and refuses to classify homosexuals as “abominations” as does the Bible.,  John Hagee is a Baptist turned Charismatic who is divorced and remarried and believes that Jesus was NOT Israel’s Messiah.
2.  This group soft-pedals the real gospel to a more pleasing and acceptable, non-offensive type of message – they are more like motivational speakers than real preachers.

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  KJB

1 Cor. 1:18   For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  NIV  NKJV
2 Timothy 4:3-4    For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;   And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

II.  BIBLE VERSIONS:

Psalms 12:6-7  The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.   7 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.


A.  The King James Bible:



1.  Translated from the Traditional Texts of Scripture handed down from the early church.



2.  The O.T. Masoretic Text and the N.T. Textus Receptus.

3.  It is the ONLY true translation of these texts into English and not only set the standard for the Church, but for the English speaking world. 



4.  It is a Bible – not just a “version” of the Bible.

ILLUS.:  Are there two different “scriptures”?  One called the “holy scripture” in 2 Tim. 3:15 and another one which is “God breathed” or “inspired” in v.16?!  It was the words (graphe) of scripture which were inspired or God breathed, not the men who penned the scriptures or those who later would copy or translate it.



5.  The method of translation was a word-for-word translation, not a ”dynamic equivalent.”
ILLUS.:  Dynamic equivalency is man deciding what God meant to say rather than what God said!


B.  The Modern Versions:



1.  All use the Westcott & Hort approach to the Bible treating it like any other book.



2.  All use corrupt texts to correct the Bible.



3.  All use the paraphrase concept or the “dynamic equivalent” method of translating.

NOTE:  The Govt. took the Bible out of the public arena, but not out of your home!

III.  BIBLICAL SEPARATION:


A.  Personal Separation:

1 John 2:15   Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

1.  Nothing will “split” a church or cause worldly Christians to leave to go to the Calvary Chapels (where anything goes and anything is welcome), than an emphasis on personal 
separation.


2.  Personal separation is nothing more or less than old-fashioned Bible standards and an emphasis on holiness.

ILLUS.:  The real man-of-God who dares to talk about how men and women should dress, conduct their lives, be careful in their speech, demeanor, lifestyles, hairstyles, and associations is sure to have folks upset (especially bossy wives and rebellious kids who intimidate their wimpy husbands and fathers), and will be gossiped about after the services on the way home from church and probably will eventually leave the church.


B.  Ecclesiastical Separation:

1.  While formerly separatist preachers and churches are marching back (like in “backwards” and “backsliding”) into the Southern Baptist Convention, the denominational churches and back to Rome, God’s man and God’s people are told clearly in Scripture to…

2 Corinthians 6:14-18   Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?   15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?   16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.   17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.


CONCL.:  Do you know enough sound doctrine to spot the phonies, false prophets and fake Bibles?  Do you have enough spiritual discernment to allow the Holy Spirit steer you away from the illusions to the truth?  Are you living a separated enough life to “take time to be holy” and the courage to live above the allure and attractions of this devil-controlled world and Satan & sun saturated society?

