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       TIME SAM

Topical – Time









“IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME…”
TEXT:  Psalm 90:9-12

THESIS:  To show how the believer is responsible for a wise use of his time.

INTRO.:  A.  For humans, animals, for this planet, for everything… “IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME…”   Time really is running out for everything.  Time regulates everything we do.  There will be a time “when time shall be no more.”  “IT’S JUST

A MATTER OF TIME…” before everyone, believer & unbeliever will die…stand be-

fore our Creator & be rewarded or suffer permanent, irrevocable loss.

               B.  The believer is told twice that the wise steward will “redeem the time…”   i.e., to buy it up.  We dare not fritter away the precious commodity of time

allotted to us: the years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes or seconds.  We need

to have a purpose for everything we do.

NOTE:  This does not mean all time should be work time or witnessing time, etc., -

but all time should be planned time.

I.   THE AMOUNT OF TIME:  v.9,10
A. The Tale Told:  v.9

1. Our “tale” can be a long story or a short story;  it can be an exciting story or a boring story; a good story or a bad story.

2. To be a “good story” it must have the right author, hero, villain, plot, pur-

pose & ending.  

B. The Outer Limits:  

1. This is a Psalm or prayer written by Moses & preserved until included in the

book of Psalms.

2. It is written about the nation of Israel after their sin at Kadesh-Barnea.

a. Before that time men lived much longer; 100-150.

b. All the men of war 20yrs. & up were 603,000, and every one would die

in the 40 years of wilderness wandering; the sentence had been passed

they were all on “death row.”

c. Someone called it “the longest funeral procession in earth’s history.”

d. Every man marched w/death marching alongside;  so do we!

e. Even Moses & Aaron were under the same sentence, for their sin;

the grace of God had been replaced by the govt. of God.

3. Seventy years became the norm for mankind.  (I only have 5 yrs. to live!)

4. Less is possible: disease, accident, birth defects, suicide (!)…

5. More is God’s grace.  (I might have 10 yrs. to live!)

ILLUS.:  With all man’s technology few go beyond 70 – 80 years old!  And if they do

the quality of their life suffers significantly:  Altzhiemers, dementia, feebleness, deter-

ioration, strokes, heart attacks, cancer…  3000 years have passed since Moses penned

these words & the best science can promise is what he promised!  It won’t be till the Millennium that life expectancy will be extended again.

6. Computed daily we all have the same amount of time:  24 hrs. a day.

7. We all have the time we need to do what God wants us to do.

ILLUS.:  Solomon summarized man’s time in Eccl.3:1-8 & uses the word “time” 27 times.  No one has improved upon what he wrote!  It’s the way it is!

II.  THE ACCOUNT OF TIME:  v.11
A. The Inevitability of Accountability:

1. Only the fool doesn’t fear standing before a holy God.

2. The only way to eliminate that fear is to so use our time on earth that we

please Him.

a. We need to budget our time, so it is spiritually productive.

ILLUS.:  If you live to be 70 you only have about 23 or 24 productive years.  And only

a fraction of that can be spiritually productive.  You will sleep about 20 years, work

another 20 or so, eat, shower, dress, marry, raise kids, etc. – leaving no more than

3-8 years to serve the Lord.  God demands 1/7th of our time.  We have 168 hours in

a week.  1/7th would be 24 hours, but only a small part of that can actually be used.

If we attend all the services on Sun. & Wed., go soul-winning for 2 hrs. a week, plus add in our time in devotions, we end up “giving” God about 9 hours a week.  And then we have some who complain that God demands too much of us!!!

b. We need to schedule our time:

1) We need to plan ahead.  

2) We need to take one day at a time.

Prov.22:3
3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished. 

Mt.6:25 & 34
25
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

3) We need to keep our perspective.

Mt.6:33
33
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

III.  THE APPLICATION OF TIME:  v.12
A. Counting Down:

ILLUS.:  John Beekman became a missionary to the Chol Indians in the tropical jungles of southern Mexico after a plastic valve was inserted into his defective heart.

There was a slight chance that he would become “survivor number 3” of this surgery.

He counted his days & applied his heart to wisdom & he & his wife poured themselves

into their ministry.  Instead of slowing down & hoarding his days, he ignored the Drs.

warnings & plunged through the steaming jungles, lived in primitive conditions, reduc-

ed the Chol language to writing & translated the Bible into that Indian tongue, taught

the Chols to read, led them to Christ & saw a new peaceful civilization emerge where 

there had once been only savagery, paganism & despair.  Moody Institute a film en-

titled “Survivor Number Three.”

1. The Israelites knew the number of years they had left.

2. Hezekiah knew the number of years he had left.

3. Most of us do not know if this year will be our last…or this week!

4. Most men count or number their money, their family, their days till vacation,

their possessions…too few number their days.

ILLUS.:  One night in the cold Atlantic there was a grim countdown.  The mighty Titanic hit an iceberg & plunged into the icy depths of the sea, carrying many on its

passenger list to a watery grave.  Some drank their last hours & minutes, others de-

bated, some despaired, many prayed…too late!  Our planet is but a larger Titanic,

carrying its huge passenger list to the chill waters of the grave.  What will you do with

the remaining time you have?!

a. Unsaved: your first duty is to get saved.

b. Saved: Adjust your priorities.

c. Begin each day praising the Lord & praying.

d. Read & study your Bible…there will be questions later & a final exam!

e. Live clean & like a Christian each day, so you will have no regrets.

d.   Try to help other passengers on our Titanic to avoid destruction.
CONCL.:  1) Death is calmly waiting for you.   2) Your time is set.   3) Your days are

few.  4)  You will face God in person.  5) Never forget the 1st four things above!  5)  Apply your hearts to wisdom…before it is too late.  The countdown is on.  “IT’S JUST

A MATTER OF TIME…”
